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the   warmeji  acknowledgments  of  the   Editor, 
'This  indulgence  has  encouraged  him  to  colle6i 
from  Brissot'j  other  Papers,  a  Second  Volume 
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fever al  Original  Papers,    illuflrative   of  the 
fame  ;  the  whole  containing  a  feries  of  Infor- 
mation,  not    lefs  interejiing  to   every  Britifh 
reader.     It  is  now  in  the  prefs,  and  will  f pee- 
dily  be  publifJoed,   with  a  Portrait  of  the  Au- 
thor, finely  engraved,  from  a  print  lately  pub- 
lifhed  at  Paris. 

January   i,  1794. 
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'OWEVER  unfortunate  the  intelligent 
and  philanthropic  writer  of  thefe  Travels 
may  have  been  at  the  conclufion  of  his  earthly- 
career,  it  is  a  tribute  due  to  his  memory  from 
every  liberal  mind,  to  acknowledge,  that  no 
traveller  of  our  own  times  has  made  a  more  va- 
luable prefent  to  the  enhghtened  part  of  Europe 
than  M.  Brissot,  by  his  account  of  the  prefent 
ftate  of  the  people,  of  their  manners  and  trade, 
of  the  United  States  of  America.  An  immenfe 
country — increafing  in  opulence  and  fplendour 
ev^ery  day ;  the  rifmg  feat  of  Arts,  and  the 
afylum  of  Liberty The  pigmy  nations  of  Eu- 
rope fink  in  comparifon  with  this  vafl  country, 
7  like 
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like  ftars  compared  with  the  grand  luminary. 
No  wonder  that  the  mind  of  Briffot  Ihould  feel 
the  warm  glow  of  congenial  fentiment  in  a  tour 
through  a  country  where  tyranny  is  no  more, 
and  where  peace  and  plenty  are  the  fruits  of 
nature  and  induftry. 

The  inhabitants  of  Europe  may  derive  great 
advantages  from  M,  Brillot's  account  of  Ame- 
rica ;  as  they  have  done  from  a  variety  of  other 
labours  of  the  fame  author.  Their  minds  are 
now  open  to  an  enquiry  into  the  effe<fls  of  mo- 
ral and  political  fyflems.  Many  perfons  read  a 
few  lines  of  the  preface  of  a  book,  before  they 
decide,  whether  they  will  purchafe  it.  From 
this  pradlice,  I  have  fome  doubts  that  I  fliall 
probably  be  accufed  of  being  in  the  intereft  of 
the  Bookfeller,  and  of  making  an  aflertion  mere- 
ly to  catch  this  fort  of  readers,  when  I  fay  that 
the  Engiifh  have  more  need  of  information  on 
the  prcfent  ftate  and  real  character  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  than  any  other  people  of 
Europe ;  and  efpecially  when  I  add,  that  this 
hook  is  infinitely  better  calculated  to  convey 
that  information  than  any  other,  or  than  all 
Others  of  the  kind  that  have  hitherto  appeared. 

I  do  not  know  how  to  convince  an  Enslifh 

6  _         reader 
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reader  of  the  firfl  of  thefe  remarks ;  but  the 
latter  I  am  fure  he  will  find  true  on  perufing 
the  work. 

The  fad  is,  we  have,  for  reafons  of  ftate, 
moft  probably,  been  kept  utterly  ignorant  both 
of  the  Americans,  and  of  their  .country%  Had 
we  known  either  the  one  or  the  other,  while 
they  were  colonies,  they  would  have  been  fo  at 
this  day,  and  doubtlefs  for  many  days  longer  ; 
did  we  know  them  now,  we  fliould  endeavour 
to  draw  thofe  advantages  from  them  which 
the  natural  and  adventitious  circumftances  of 
the  two  countries  would  indicate  to  reafonable 
men.  There  is  no  part  of  the  globe,  out  of 
England,  fo  interefting  for  us  to  ftudy,  under 
all  its  connexions  and  relations,  as  the  territory 
of  the  United  States.  Could  we  barter  all  the 
Canadas  and  Nova-Scotias,  with  all  their  modi- 
fications and  fubdivifions,  for  fuch  an  amicable 
intercourfe  as  might  have  been  eftabliflied  with 
that  people  fince  the  clofe  of  the  war,  we  fhould 
have  every  reafon  to  rejoice  in  the  change. 

The  fources  of  our  information  concerning 
America,  have  too  often  been  corrupt,  falfe,  in- 
terelkd,  and  bafe.     What  could  be  drawn  from 

fuch 
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fuch  fources,  that  ought  not  to  be  defpifed  and 

difcredited  ? 

Thofe  Americans,  who  beO;  know  their  own 
country,  do  not  write;  they  have  always  been 
occupied  in  more  important  affairs.  A  few 
light  fuperficial  travellers,  fome  of  whom  ne- 
ver appear  to  have  quitted  Europe  ;  a  few  mi- 
nifterial  governors  of  provinces,  whofe  bufinefs 
it  always  was  to  deceive :  fuch  are  the  men 
whofe  errors  have  been  uniformly  copied  by 
fucceeding  writers,  and  a6led  upon  by  modem 
politicians. 

Thefe  blunders  affume  different  fliapes,  and 
come  recommended  to  us  under  various  autho- 
rities. You  fee  them  muftered  and  embodied 
in  a  gazetteer  or  a  geographical  grammar  *, 
marching  in  the  Iplendid  retinue  of  all  the  fci- 
ences  in  the  Encyclopedic  ;  you  find  them  by 
regiments  prefixed  into  the  fervice  of  De  Paw, 
tortured  into  difcipline  and  taught  to  move  to 
the  mufic  of  Reynel,  and  then  mounted  among 
the  heavy  armed  cavalry  of  Robertfon.     Under 

*  Perhnps  no  work,  that  is  not  fyftematically  falfc,  contains 
more  errors  than  the  Geographical  Grammar  pubhftied  under 
the  name  of  William  Guthrie;  it  is  a  hodge  podge  of  falfe- 
hood  from  the  beginning  to  the  end. 

fuch 
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fuch  able  commanders,  who  could  doubt  of 
their  doing  execution  ?  Indeed  their  operations 
have  been  too  fatal  to  us.  Our  falfe  ideas  of 
the  Americans  have  done  us  infinite  mifchief. 

The  book  that  bears  the  name  of  Lord  Shef- 
field on  the  American  trade,  has  ferved  as  the 
touchftone,  the  ftatefman's  confeffion  of  faith, 
relative  to  our  political  and  commercial  inter- 
courfe  with  that  country.  It  is  faid  to  have 
been  written  by  an  American  who  had  left  his 
country  in  difgrace,  and  therefore  intended  to 
write  againft  it.  And  the  book  really  has  this 
appearance  ;  it  has  paffed  for  a  long  time  in 
England  as  a  mofl  patriotic  and  ufeful  perform- 
ance ;  it  has  taught  us  to  defpife  the  Americans 
in  peace  and  commerce,  as  the  works  of  other 
men  of  this  caft  had  before  told  us  to  do  in  war 
and  politics.  The  details  in  it  may  be  accurate, 
though  of  little  confequence  ;  but  the  reafon- 
ing  is  uniformly  wrong,  the  predi£lions  are  all 
falfe,  and  the  conclufions  which  he  draws,  and 
which  of  courfe  were  to  ferve  as  advice  to  the 
government,  are  calculated  to  flatter  our  vanity, 
to  confirm  us  in  our  errors,  and  miflead  ns  in 
our  condudl.  Had  the  ablell  fophift  in  Eu- 
rope been  employed  to  write  a  book  profefl'edly 
againft  Great- Britain  and  in  favour  of  America, 
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he  could  not  have  fuccecded  fo  well.  It  per- 
fuaded  us  to  refufe  any  kind  of  comnnercial 
treaty  with  them  ;  which  forced  them  to  learn 
a  leflbn,  of  which  they  might  otherv/ife  have 
been  ignorant  for  half  a  century,  That  after 
beating^  our  armies  thev  could  rival  our  manu- 
factories ;  that  they  could  do  without  us  much 
better  than  we  could  without  them. 

Briflbt  has  taught  his  countrymen  to  think 
very  differently  of  that  people.  1  believe  every 
reader  of  thefe  travels,  who  underftands  enough 
of  America  to  enable  him  to  judge,  will  admit, 
that  his  remarks  are  infinitely  more  judicious, 
and  more  candid,  than  thofe  of  any  other  gen- 
tleman who  has  lately  viiited  that  country. 

M.  Brlfibt  was  a  fober,  uniform,  and  inde- 
fati2;able  defender  of  the  rierhts  of  mankind. 
How  he  came  by  his  death  will  be  a  fubjedt  of 
future  inquiry.  His  great  obje(5l:  in  thefe  tra- 
vels feems  to  have  been,  to  obferve  the  effciSls 
of  habitual  liberty  on  man  in  fociety  ;  and  his 
remarks  appear  to  be  thofe  of  an  impartial  rea- 
foner,  and  a  jtidicious  inquirer. 


T  H  B 

AUTHOR' s 

PREFACE 

REVISED. 


THE  publication  of  Voyages  and  Travels  will 
doubtlefs  appear,  at  firft  view,  an  operation 
foreign  to  the  prefent  circumftances  of  France.  I 
fhould  even  myfelf  regret  the  time  I  have  fpent  in 
reducing  this  Work  to  order,  if  I  did  not  think  that 
it  might  be  ufcful  and  neceflary  in  fupporting  our 
Revolution.  The  objeft  of  thefe  Travels  was  not  to 
ftudy  antiques,  or  to  fearch  for  unknown  plants,  but 
to  fludy  men  who  had  juft  acquired  their  liberty.  A 
free  people  can  no  longer  be  ftrangers  to  the  French. 

We  have  now,  likewife,  acquired  our  liberty.  It 
is  no  longer  neceflary  to  learn  of  the  Americans  the 
manner  of  acquiring  it,  but  we  muft  be  taught  by 
them  the  fecret  of  preferving  it.  This  fecret  confifts 
in  the  morals  of  the  people;  the  Americans  have  it; 
and  I  fee  with  grief,  not  only  that  we  not  yet  poflefs 
it,  but  that  we  are  not  even  thoroughly  perfuaded  of 
its  abfolute  neceffity  in  the  prefervation  of  liberty. 
This  is  an  important  point ;  it  involves  the  falvation 
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of  the  revolution,  and  thci-efore  merits  a  clofe  exami- 
nation. 

What  is  liberty  ?  It  is  that  perfed  ftate  of  human 
felicity,  in  which  each  man  confidently  depends  upon 
thofe  laws  which  he  contributes  to  make ; — in  which, 
to  make  them  good,  he  ought  to  perfed:  the  powers 
of  his  mind  ;  in  which,  to  execute  them  well,  he  mud 
employ  all  his  reafon  :  for  all  coercive  meafures  are 
difgraceful  to  freemen — they  are  ufelefs  in  a  free 
State ;  and  when  the  magiftrate  calls  them  to  his  aid, 
liberty  is  on  the  decline.  Morals  are  nothing  more 
than  reafon  applied  to  all  the  a6lions  of  life ;  in  thsir 
force  confifts  the  execution  of  the  laws.  Reafon  or 
morals  are  to  the  execution  of  the  laws  among  a  free 
people,  what  fetters,  fcourges,  and  gibbets  are  among 
fiaves.  Deftroy  morals,  or  pradical  reafon,  and  you 
muft  fupply  their  place  by  fetters  and  fcourges,  or 
elfe  fociety  will  ceafe  to  be  any  thing  but  a  ftate  of 
war,  a  fcene  of  deplorable  anarchy,  to  be  terminated 
by  its  deftru^ion. 

Without  morals  there  can  be  no  liberty.  If  you 
have  not  the  former,  you  cannot  love  the  latter,  and 
you  will  foon  take  it  away  from  others ;  for  if  you 
abandon  yourfelf  to  luxury,  to  oftentation,  to  exceflive 
gaming,  to  enormous  expences,  you  neceffarily  open 
your  heart  to  corruption  ;  you  make  a  trafiic  of  your 
popularity,  and  of  your  talents  ;  you  fell  the  people 
to  that  defpotifm  which  is  always  endeavouring  to 
abforb  them  within  its  chains. 

Some 
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Some  men  endeavour  to  make  a  dlftinfllon  between 
public  and  private  morals.     Tlii^  is  a  falfc  and  chi- 
merical diftinftion  ;  invented  by  vice,  in  order  to  dif- 
guife  its  danger.     Undoubtedly  a  man  may  polTefs 
tlie  private  virtues,  without  the  public :   as  for  in- 
Ilance,   he  may  be  a  good  father,  without  being  an 
ardent  friend  of  liberty.     But  he  who  has  not  the 
private  virtues,  can  never  poflefs  the  public.     In  this 
refped  they  are  infeparable ;  their  bafis  is  the  fame. 
It  is  pra5iical  reixfon.     What !  within  the  walls  of  your 
houfe,   you  trample  reafon  under  foot  j  and  do  you 
refpefl  it  abroad,  in  your  intercourfe  with  your  fellow- 
citizens  ?  The  man  who  refpefts  not  reafon  in  the 
lonely  prefence  of  his  houfehold  gods,  can  have  no 
fincere  attachment  to  it  at  all  j  and  his  apparent  ve- 
neration to  the  law  is  but  the  effed  of  fear,  or  the  gri- 
mace of  hypocrify.     Place  him  out  of  danger  from 
the  public  force,  his  fears  vanifh,  and  his  vice  ap- 
pears. Bcfides,  the  hypocrify  of  public  virtue  entrains 
another  evil ;  it  fpreads  a  dangerous  fnare  to  liberty 
over  the  abyfs  of  defpotifm. 

What  confidence  can  be  placed  in  thofe  men  who, 
regarding  the  revolution  but  as  their  road  to  fortune, 
aflume  the  appearance  of  virtue  only  to  deceive  the 
people;  who  deceive  the  people  but  to  pillage  and 
enflave  them ;  and  v/ho,  in  their  artful  difcourfes, 
which  are  paid  for  with  gold,  preach  to  others  the  fa- 
crifice  of  private  intereft,  while  they  themfelves  fa- 
crifice  all  that  is  facred  to  their  own  ?  men  whof*  pri- 
vate condud  is  the  aflaffin  of  virtue,  an  opprobrium 
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to  liberty,  and  gives  the  lie  to  the  doctrines  which 
they  preach  : 

^l  curios  Jimidanty  et  Baccanalia  vivunt, 
Happy  the  people  who  defpife  this  hypocrify,  who 
have  the  courage  to  degrade,  to  chaftife,  to  excom« 
municate  thefe  double  men ;  pofTeffing  the  tongue  of 
Cato,  and  the  foul  of  Tiberius.  Happy  the  people 
who,  well  convinced  that  liberty  is  not  fupported  by 
eloquence,  but  by  the  exercife  of  virtue,  efteem  not, 
but  rather  defpife,  the  former,  when  it  is  feparated 
from  the  latter.  Such  a  people,  by  their  fevere  opi- 
nions, compel  men  of  talents  to  acquire  morals ;  they 
exclude  corruption  from  their  body,  and  lay  the 
foundation  for  liberty  and  long  profperity. 

But  if  fuch  a  people  fhould  become  fo  improvident 
and  irrefolute,  as  to  be  dazzled  by  the  eloquence  of 
an  orator  who  flatters  their  pafiions,  to  pardon  his 
vices  in  favour  of  his  talents — if  they  feel  not  an  in- 
dignation at  feeing  an  Alcibiades  training  a  mantle 
of  purple,  lavifliing  his  fumptuous  repafts,  lolling  on 
the  bofom  of  his  miftrefs,  or  ravifhing  a  wife  from  her 
tender  hufband — if  the  view  of  his  enormous  wealth, 
his  exterior  graces,  the  foft  found  of  his  fpeech,  and 
his  traits  of  courage,   could  reconcile  them   to  his 

crimes if  they  fliould  render  him  the  homage  which 

is  due  only  to  talents  united  with  virtue — if  they 
Ihould  lavifh  upoa  him  praifes,  places,  and  honours 

, tJjen  it  is  that  this  people  difcovcr  the  full  meafure 

of  their  weaknefs,  their  irrefolution,  and  their  own 
proper  corruption  5  they  become  their  own  execution- 
ers; 
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€rs;  and  the  time  is  not  diflant,  when  they  will  be 
ready  to  be  fold,  by  their  own  AJcibiades,  to  the  great 
king,  and  to  his  fatraps. 

Is  it  an  ideal  pidlure  which  I  here  trace,  or,  is  it 
not  ours  ?  I  tremble  at  the  refemblance  !  Great 
God!  (liall  we  have  achieved  a  revolution  the  moft 
inconceivable,  the  moft  unexpeded,  but  for  the  fake 
of  drawing  from  nihility  a  few  intriguing,  low,  am- 
bitious men,  to  whom  nothing  is  facred,  who  have  not 
even  the  mouth  of  gold  to  accompany  their  foul  of 
clay?  Infamous  wretches  !  they  endeavour  to  excufe 
their  weaknefs,  their  venality,  their  eternal  capitula- 
tions with  defpotifm,  by  faying,  Thefe  people  are  too 
much  corrupted  to  be  trufted  with  complete  liberty. 
They  themfelves  give  them  the  example  of  corrup- 
tion; they  give  them  new  fhackles,  as  if  (hackles 
could  enlighten  and  ameliorate  men. 

O  Providence !  to  what  dcfliny  referveft  thou  the 
people  of  France?  They  are  good,  but  they  are 
flexible ;  they  are  credulous,  they  are  enthufiaftic, 
they  are  eafily  deceived.  How  often,  in  their  infa- 
tuation, have  they  applauded  fecret  traitors,  who  have 
advifed  them  to  the  moft  perfidious  meafures !  In- 
fatuation announces  either  a  people  whofe  aged  weak- 
nefs indicates  approaching  diflblution,  or  an  infant 
people,  or  a  mechanical  people,  a  people  not  yet  ripe 
for  liberty :  for  the  man  of  liberty  is  by  nature  a  man 
of  reafon  j  he  is  rational  in  his  applaufes,  he  is  fparing 
in  his  admiration,  if,  indeed,  he  ever  indulges  this 
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paflion  ;  he  never  profanes  thefe  effufions,  by  lavifh-? 
ing  them  on  men  who  dilhonour  themfelves.  A  peo- 
ple degraded  to  this  degree,  are  ready  to  carefs  the 
gilded  chains  that  may  be  offered  them.  Behold  the 
people  of  England  dragging  in  the  dirt  that  parlia- 
liament  to  whom  they  owed  their  liberty,  and  crown- 
ing with  laurels  the  infamous  head  of  Monk,  who 
fold  them  to  a  new  tyrant. 

I  have  fcrutinized  thofe  men,  by  whom  the  people 

are  fo  eafily  infatuated.     How  few  patriots  was  I  able 

to  number  among  them  !     How  few  men,  who  lin- 

cerely  love  the  people,  who  labour  for  their  happinefs 

and  amelioration,   without  regard  to  their  perfonal 

intereft  !     Thefe  true  friends,  thefe  real  brothers  of 

the  people,   are  not  to  be  formed  in  thofe  infamous 

gambling  houfes,  where  the  reprefentatives  fport  with 

the  blood  of  their  fellow  citizens ;  they  are  not  found 

among  thofe  vile  courtezans  who,   preferving  their 

difpofition,  have  only  changed  their  malk ;  they  are 

not  found  among  thofe  patriots  of  a  day,  who,  while 

they  are  preaching  the  Rights  of  Man,   are  gravely 

occupied  with  a  gilded  phaeton,  or  an  embroidered 

veft.     The  man  of  this  frivolous  tafte  has  never  de- 

fcended  into  thofe  profound  meditations,  which  make 

•of  humanity,  and  the  exercife  of  rcafon,  a  conftant 

pleafure  and  a  daily  duty.     The  fimplicity  of  wants 

and  of  plcafures,  may  be  taken  as  a  fure  fign  of  pa- 

triotifm.     He  j.hat  has  few  wants,  has  never  that  of 

felling  himfelf ;   while  the  citizen,  who  has  the  rage 

of  oftentation,  the  fury  of  gambling,  and  of  expenfivc 

frivolities. 
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frivolities,  is  always  to  be  fold  to  the  higheft  bidder ; 
and  every  thing  around  him  betrays  his  corruption  ! 

Would  you  prove  to  mc  your  patrlotifm  ?  Let  me 
penetrate  into  the  interior  of  your  houfe.  What !  I 
fee  your  antichamber  full  of  infolent  lackies,  who  re- 
gard me  with  difdain,  becaufe  I  am  like  Curius,  in- 
.comptls  capilUs :  they  addrefs  you  with  the  appellation 
of  lordpip  ;  they  give  you  ftill  thofe  vain  titles  which 
liberty  treads  under  foot,  and  you  fufter  it,  and  you 
call  yourfelf  a  patriot! — I  penetrate  a  kittle  further  : 
your  ceilings  are  gilded  ;  magnificent  vafes  adorn  your 
chimney  pieces  ;  I  walk  upon  the  richeft  carpets; 
the  mod  coftly  wines,  the  molt  exquifite  dilhes,  cover 
your  table;  a  crowd  of  fervants  furround  it;  you 
treat  them  with  haughtinefs : — No,  you  are  not  a  pa- 
triot, the  mofl:  confummate  pride  reigns  in  your  heart, 
the  pride  of  birth,  of  riches,  and  of  power.  With 
this  triple  pride,  a  man  never  believes  in  the  dodrine 
of  equality :  you  belie  you#  confcience  when  you 
proilitute  the  word  patriot. 

But  whence  comes  this  difplay  of  wealth  ?  you  are 
not  rich.  Js  it  from  the  people  ?  they  are  ilill  poor. 
Who  will  prove  to  me  that  it  is  not  the  price  of  their 
blood  ?  Who  will  aflure  me  that  there  is  not  this  mo- 
ment exilling  a  fecret  contrail  between  you  and  the 
court  ?  Who  will  afTure  me  that  you  have  not  faid  to 
the  court,  Truft  to  me  the  power  which  remains  to 
you,  and  I  will  bring  back  the  people  to  your  feet; 
I  will  attach  them  to  your  car;  I  v/111  enchain  the 
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tongues  and  pens  of  thofe  independent  who  brave 
you.  A  people  may  fometimes  be  fubjugated  with- 
out the  aid  of  baftilles, 

I  do  not  know  if  fo  many  pidures  as  every  day 
ftrike  our  eyes,  will  convince  us  of  the  extreme  diffi- 
eulty  of  connecting  public  incorruptibility  with  cor- 
ruption of  morals ;  but  I  am  convinced,  that  if  we 
wifh  to  preferve  our  conftitution,  it  will  be  eafy,  it 
will  be  neceflary,  to  demonflrate  this  maxim  :  "With- 
"  out  private  virtue,  there  can  be  no  public  virtue, 
<*  no  public  fpirit,  no  true  liberty." 

But  how  can  we  create  private  virtue  among  a  peo- 
ple who  have  juft  rifen  fiiddenly  from  the  dregs  of 
fervitude,  dregs  which  have  been  fettling  for  twelve 
centuries  on  thsir  heads  ? 

Numerous  means  offer  themfelves  to  our  hands ; 
laws,  inftruAion,  good  examples,  education,  encou- 
ragement to  a  rural  life,  parcelling  of  real  property 
among  heirs,  refped  to  the  ufeful  arts. 

Is  it  not  evident,  for  inftance,  that  private  morals 
affociate  naturally  with  a  rural  life;  that,  of  confe- 
quence,  manners  would  much  improve,  by  inducing 
men  to  return  from  the  city  to  the  country,  and  by 
difcouraging  them  from  migrating  from  the  country 
to  the  city  ?  The  reafon  why  the  Americans  pofFcfs 
fuch  pure  morals  is,  becaufe  nine-tenths  of  them  live 
difperfed  in  the  country.     1  do  not  fay  that  we  (hould 
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make  laws  direfl  to  force  people  to  quit  the  town,  or 
to  fix  their  limits i  all  prohibition,  all  reftraint,  is  un- 
juft,  abfurd,  and  ineffecftual.  Do  you  wifli  a  perfon 
to  do  well  ?  make  it  his  intereft  to  do  it.  V/ould  you 
re-people  the  country  ?  make  it  his  intereft  to  keep 
his  children  at  home.  Wife  laws  and  taxes  well  dif- 
tributed  will  produce  this  effeet.  Laws  which  tend 
to  an  equal  diftribution  of  real  property,  to  diifufe  a 
certain  degree  of  eafe  among  the  people,  will  contri- 
bute much  to  the  refurreftion  of  private  and  public 
morals;  for  mifery  can  take  no  Intereft  in  the  public 
good,  and  want  is  often  the  limit  of  virtue. 

Would  you  extend  public  fpirit  through  all  France  ? 
Into  all  the  departments,  all  the  villages,  favour  the 
propagation  of  knowledge,  the  low  price  of  books  and  , 
of  newfpapers.  How  rapidly  would  the  revolution 
confolidate,  if  the  government  had  the  wifdom  to 
frank  the  public  papers  from  the  expence  of  poftage  ! 
It  has  often  been  repeated,  that  three  or  four  millions 
of  livres  expended  in  this  way,  would  prevent  a  great 
number  of  diforders  which  ignorance  may  countenance 
or  commit,  and  the  reparation  of  which  cofts  many 
more  millions.  The  communication  of  knowledge 
would  accelerate  a  number  of  ufeful  undertakings, 
which  greatly  diffufe  pubHc  profperity, 

I  will  ftill  propofe  another  law,  which  would  infal- 
libly extend  public  fpirit  and  good  morals ;  it  Is  tiie 
fliort  duration  of  public  officers  in  public  offices,  and 
fhe  Impoflibility  of  re-ek^ing  them  without  an  in- 
terval. 
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terval.  By  that  the  legislative  body  would  fend  out 
€very  two  years,  into  the  provinces,  three  or  four 
hundred  patriots,  who,  during  their  abode  at  Paris, 
would  have  arifen  to  the  horizon  of  the  revolution, 
and  obtained  inftrudion,  adivity  m  bufinefs,  and  a 
public  fpirit.  The  Gommonvvealth,  better  underftood, 
would  become  thus  fuccefiively  the  bufinefs  of  all; 
and  it  is  thus  that  you  would  repair  the  defe<5l  with 
which  reprefentative  republics  are  reproached,  that 
the  commonwealth  is  the  bufinefs  of  but  few. 

I  cannot  enlarge  upon  all  the  means ;  but  it  would 
be  rendering  a  great  fervice  to  the  Revolution,  to  feek 
and  point  out  thofe  whicti  may  give  us  morals  and 

public  fpirit.— 

Yet  I  cannot  leave  this  fubjedt  without  indulging 
one  refledion,  which  appears  to  me  important;  Li- 
berty, either  political  or  individual,  cannot  exift  a 
long  time  without  perfonal  independejice.  There  can 
be  no  independence  without  a  property,  a  profeffion, 
a  trade,  or  an  honed  indullry,  which  may  infure 
againll  want  and  dependence. 

I  affurc  you  that  the  Americans  are  and  will  be  for 
a  long  time  freej  it  is  becaufe  nine  tenths  of  them 
live  by  agriculture;  and  when  there  fliall  be  five  hun- 
dred nfillJons  of  men  in  America,  all  may  be  proprie- 
tors. 

We  are  not  in  that  happy  fituation  in  Fraace  :  the 

produdivc 
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produdlve  lands  in  France  amount  to  fifty  millions  of 
acres ;  this  equally  divided,  would  be  two  acres  to  a 
perfon  j  thefe  two  acres  would  not  be  fufficient  for 
Jiis  fubfiftence;  the  nature  of  things  calls  a  great 
number  of  the  French  to  live  in  cities.  Commerce, 
the  mechanic  arts,  and  divers  kinds  of  induflry,  pro- 
cure there  fubfiftence  to  the  inhabitants ;  for  we  muft 
not  count  much  at  prefent  on  the  produce  of  public 
offices.  Salaries  indemnify,  but  do  not  enrich :  nei- 
ther do  they  infure  againft  future  want.  A  man  who 
fhould  fpeculate  upon  falaries  for  a  living,  would  only 
be  the  flave  of  the  people,  or  of  foreign  powers :  every 
man,  therefore,  who  v/ifhes  fmcercly  to  be  free,  ought 
to  exercife  fome  art  or  trade.  At  this  word,  trade^ 
the  patriots  flill  Ihivcr ;  they  begin  to  pay  fome  re- 
fpefl  to  commerce;  but  though  they  pretend  to  cherilh 
equality,  they  do  not  feel  themfelves  frankly  the  equals 
of  a  mechanic.  They  have  not  yet  abjured  the  pre- 
judice which  regards  the  tradefman,  as  below  the 
banker  or  the  merchant.  This  vulgar  ariftocracy 
will  be  the  mod  difficult  to  deftroy  *. — If  you  wifh 
to  honour  the  mechanic  arts,  give  inflruftion  to  thofe 
who  exercife  them  :  choofe  among  them  the  bed  in- 

.  ^  It  extends  even  to  officers  cfeofen  by  the  people.  With  what 
difdain  they  regard  an  artifan  from  head  to  foot !  With  what  fe- 
verity  many  of  our  national  guards  treat  thofe  wretches  who  are 
arrefted  by  them  !  With  what  infolence  they  execute  their  orders  ! 
— Obferve  the  greater  part  of  the  public  officers :  They  are  as 
haughty  in  the  exercife  of  their  funftions,  as  they  were  grovelling 
in  the  Primary  AfTemblies.  A  true  patriot  is  equal  at  all  times ; 
equally  dillant  from  bafenefs  at  eleftions,  and  infolence  in  office. 

ftru^ed. 
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flruded,  and  advance  them  in  public  employments ; 
and  difdain  not  to  confer  upon  them  diflinguifhed 
places  in  the  allemblies. 

I  regret  that  the  National  AiTembly  has  not  yet 
given  this  falutary  example;  that  they  have  not  yet 
crowned  the  genius  of  agriculture,  by  calling  to  the 
prefident's  chair  the  good  cultivator,  Gerard ;  that 
the  merchants  and  other  members  of  the  Aflembly, 
who  exercife  mechanic  arts,  have  not  enjoyed  the 
fame  honour.  Why  this  cxclufion  ?  It  is  very  well 
to  infert  in  the  Declaration  of  Rights,  that  all  men  are 
equal ;  but  we  mud  pradife  this  equality,  engrave  it 
in  our  hearts,  confecrate  it  in  all  our  aftions,  and  it 
"belongs  to  the  National  AiTembly  to  give  the  great 
example.  It  would  perhaps  force  the  executive 
power  to  refpecl  it  likewife.  Has  he  ever  been  known 
to  defcend  into  the  clafs  of  profellions,  there  to  choofe 
his  minifters,  his  agents,  from  men  of  fimplicity  of 
manners,  not  rich,  but  well  inftrudled,  and  no  cour- 


tezans 


Our  democrats  of  the  court  praife  indeed,  with  a 
borrowed  enthufiafm,  a  Franklin  or  an  Adams ;  they 
fay,  and  even  with  a  filly  aftoniflinient,  that  the  one 
was  a  printer,  and  the  other  a  fchoolmafter  !  But,  do 
they  go  to  fcek  in  the  work-lhops  the  men  of  infor- 
mation ?  No. — But  what  fignifies  at  prefcnt  the  con- 
duct of  an  adminiftration,  whofc  dcteftable  founda- 
tion renders  them  antipopular,  and  confequently  per*- 
verfe?  they  can  never  appear  viituous  but  by  hypo- 

crify* 
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crify.  To  endeavour  to  eonveit  them  is  a  folly;  to 
oppofe  to  them  iadependcnt  adverfaries,  is  wifdom  : 
the  fecret  of  independence  is  in  this  maxim.  Have 
few  wants,  and  a  Jleady  employment  to  fatlsfy  them. 

With  thefe  ideas  man  bends  not  his  front  before 
man.  The  artizan  glories  in  his  trade  that  fupports 
him  :  he  envies  not  places  of  honour ;  he  knows  he 
can  attain  them,  if  he  deferves  them :  he  idolizes  no 
man  j  he  refpeds  himfelf  too  much  to  be  an  idolater  : 
he  efteems  not  men  becaufe  they  are  in  place,  but 
becaufe  they  deferve  well  from  their  countr3\  The 
lea(iers  of  the  revolution  in  Holland,  in  the  lixteenth 
century,  feated  on  the  grafs  at  a  repafl  of  herrings  and 
onions,  received,  with  a  ftern  fimplicity,  the  deputies 
of  the  haughty  Spaniard.  This  is  the  portrait  of  men 
who  feel  their  dignity,  and  know  the  fuperiority  of 
freemen  over  the  flaves  of  kings, 

^em  mque  pauperies,  neque  mors,  neque  vhictda  terrent. 

When  (hall  we  have  this  elevated  idea  of  ourfelves  ? 
When  will  all  the  citizens  look  with  difdain  on  thofe 
idols  on  whom  they  formerly  proftituted  their  adora- 
tion ?  Indeed,  when  (hall  we  experience  a  general 
diffulion  of  public  fpirit  ? 

I  have  no  uneafinefs  about  the  rifing  generation: 
the  pure  fouls  of  our  young  men  breathe  nothing  but 
liberty  ;  the  contagious  breath  of  perfonal  interefl  has 
not  yet  infefled  them.  An  education  truly  national, 
will  create  men  furpaffing  the  Greeks  and  Romans ; 

but 
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but  people  advanced  in  life,  accuftomed  to  fervitudcj 
familiarized  with  the  idolatry  of  the  great — What  will 
reclaim  them  ?  What  will  ftrip  them  of  the  old  man  > 
Inftrudlion ;  and  the  befl  means  of  difFufing  it,  is  to 
multiply  popular  clubs,  where  all  thofe  citizens  fo 
unjuftly  denominated  paffive,  'come  to  gain  informa- 
tion on  the  principles  of  the  Conflitution,  and  on  the 
political  occurrences  of  every  day.  It  is  there  that 
may  be  placed  under  the  eyes  of  the  people  the  great 
examples  of  virtue  furniflied  by  ancient  and  modern 
hiftory ;  it  is  there  that  detached  parts  of  the  work, 
which  I  now  publifh,  may  ferve  to  (hew  my  fellow- 
citizens  the  means  of  preferving  their  liberty. 

O  Frenchmen  !  who  wifh  for  this  valuable  inftruc- 
tion,  ftudy  the  Americans  of  the  prefent  day.  Open 
this  book  :  you  will  here  fee  to  what  degree  of  prof- 
perity  the  bleffings  of  freedom  can  elevate  the  induf- 
try  of  man  ;  how  they  dignify  his  nature,  and  difpofe 
him  to  univerfal  fraternity  ;  you  will  here  learn  by 
what  means  liberty  is  preferved  ;  that  the  great  fccret 
of  its  duration  is  in  good  morals.  It  is  a  truth  that 
the  obfervation  of  the  prefent  flate  of  America  demon- 
llrates  at  every  (lep.  Thus  you  will  fee,  in  thefe  Tra- 
vels, the  prodigious  cffedVs  of  liberty  on  morals,  on 
induftry,  and  on  the  amelioration  of  men.  You  will 
fee  thofe  ftern  prefbyterians,  who,  on  the  firft  fettle- 
ment  of  their  country,  infeded  with  the  gloomy  fu- 
perftitions  of  Europe,  could  ercdt  gibbets  for  thofe 
who  thought  differently  from  thcmfclves.  You  will 
fee  them  admitting  all  fedts  to  equal  charity  and  bro- 
therhood. 
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therhood,  rejecling  thofe  fuperftitlons  which,  to  adore 
the  Supreme  Being,  make  martyrs  of  part  of  the  hu- 
man race.  Thus  you  will  fee  all  the  Americans,  in 
whofe  minds  the  jealoufy  of  the  mother  country  had 
dilieminated  the  moft  abfurd  prejudices  againft  fo- 
reign nations,  abjure  thofe  prejudices,  reje6t  every 
idea  of  war,  and  open  the  way  to  a  univerfal  confe- 
deration of  the  human  race.  You  will  fee  independ- 
ent America  contemplating  no  other  limits  but  thofe 
of  the  univerfe,  no  other  reftraint  but  the  laws  made 
by  her  reprefentatives.  You  will  fee  them  attempt- 
ing all  forts  of  fpeculations  j  opening  the  fertile  bofoni 
of  the  foil,  lately  covered  by  forefts ;  tracing  un- 
known feas ;  eftablifhing  new  communications,  new 
markets ;  naturalizing,  in  their  own  country,  thofe 
precious  manufadures  which  England  had  referved 
to  herfelf ;  and,  by  this  accumulation  of  the  means 
of  induftry,  they  change  the  balance  that  was  former- 
ly againft  America,  and  turn  it  to  their  own  advan- 
tage. You  will  fee  them  faithful  to  their  engase- 
ments,  while  their  enemies  are  proclaiming  their 
bankruptcy.  You  will  fee  them  invigorating  their 
minds,  and  cultivating  their  virtues;  reforming  their 
government,  employing  only  the  language  of  reafon 
to  convince  the  refraftory ;  multiplying  every  where 
moral  inftitutions  and  patriotic  eflabliOi ments ;  and, 
above  all,  never  feparating  the  idea  of  public  from 
private  virtues.  Such  is  the  confoling  piclure 
which  thefc  Travels  will  offer  to  the  friend  of  li- 
berty. 


The 
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The  reverfe  is  not  lefs  confoHng;  if  liberty  is  a 
fure  guarantee  of  profperity ;  if,  in  perfeding  the  ta- 
lents of  man,  it  gives  him  virtues,  thefe  virtues,  in 
thdr  turn,  become  the  furefl  fupport  of  liberty.     A. 
people  of  univerfal  good  morals  vvould  have  no  need 
of  government  i  the  law  would  have  no  need  of  an 
executive  power.     This  is  the  reafon  why  liberty  in 
America  is  fafcly  carried  to  fo  high  a  degree  that  it 
borders  on  a  ftate  of  nature,  and  why  the  government 
has  fo  little  force.     This,  by  ignorant  men,  is  called 
anarchy :  enlightened  men,   who  have  examined  the 
effeds  on  the  fpot,  difcern  in  it  the  excellence  af  the 
government ;  becaufe,  notwithltanding  its  weaknefs, 
fociety  is  there  in  a  flouriQiing  ftate.     The  profperity 
of  a  fociety  is  always  in  proportion  to  the  extent  of 
liberty  ;  liberty  is  in  the  inverfe  proportion  to  the  ex- 
tent of  the  governing  power  :  the  latter  cannot  in- 
creafe  itfelf,  but  at  the  expence  of  the  former. 

Can  a  people  without  government  be  happy  ?  Yes; 
if  you  can  fuppofe  a  whole  people  with  good  morals; 
and  this  is  not  a  chimera.  Will  you  fee  an  example  ? 
obferve  the  Quakers  of  America.  Though  numerous, 
though  difperfed  over  the  furface  of  Pennfylvania, 
they  have  pafl'ed  more  than  a  century  V7ithout  mu- 
nicipal government,  without  police,  without  coercive 
meafurcs,  to  adminifter  the  State,  or  to  govern  the 
hofpitals.  And  why  ?  See  the  pidure  of  their  man- 
ners ;  you  will  there  find  the  explanation  of  the  phe- 
nomenon. 

Coercive 
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Coercive  meafures  and  liberry  never  go  together : 
a  free  people  hate  the  former;  but  if  thefe  meafures 
are  not  employed,  how  will  you  execute  the  law  ?  By 
the  force  of  reafon  and  good  morals ; — take  away 
thefe,  and  you  mud  borrow  the  arm  of  violence,  or 
fall  into  anarchy.  If,  then,  a  people  defire  to  banlfh 
the  diihonourable  means  of  coercion,  they  muft  ex- 
ercife  iheir  reafon,  which  will  fliew  them  ilie  necefiity 
of  a  conftant  refpedt  for  the  law. 

The  exercife  of  this  faculty  produces  among  the 
Americans  a  great  number  of  men  defignated  by  the 
name  o^ principled  men.  This  appellation  indicates  the 
charadler  of  a  clafs  of  men  fo  little  known  among  us, 
that  they  have  not  acquired  a  name.  There  will  be  one 
formed,  I  have  no  doubt ;  bur,  in  the  mean  time,  I  fee 
none  but  vibrating,  unfteady  beings,  who  do  good  by 
enthufiafm,  and  never  by  reflecflion.  There  can  be  no 
durable  revolution,  but  where  refledion  marks  the 
operation,  and  matures  the  ideas.  It  is  amongft  thofe 
men  of  principle  that  you  find  the  true  heroes  of  hu- 
manity, the  Howards,  Fotbergills,  Penns,  Franklins, 
Wafliingtons,  Sidneys,  and  Ludlows. 

Shew  me  a  man  of  this  kind,  whofe  wants  are  cir- 
cumfcribed,  who  admits  no  luxury,  who  has  no  fe- 
cret  paffion,  no  ambition,  but  that  of  ferving  his 
country — a  man  who,  as  Montaigne  fays,  aie  des 
opinions  fupercekjles,  fans  avoir  des  maurs  foutcrreines  ; — 
a  man  whom  refleClion  guides  in  every  thing;  this  is 
the  man  of  the  people. 

Vol.  I.  C  In 
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In  a  word,  my  countrymen,  would  you  be  always 
free,  always  independent  in  your  elections,  and  in 
your  opinions?  Would  you  confine  the  executive 
power  within  narrow  limits,  and  diminifh  the  number 
of  your  laws  ? — have  morals ! — In pejfima  repuhlica  plu- 
ritna  leges,'  '  Morals  fupply  perfectly,  the  necefiity  of 
faws  ;  laws  fupply  but  imperfecflly,  and  in  a  miferable 
manner,  the  place  of  morals.  Would  you  augment 
your  population,  that  chief  wealth  of  nations  ?  Would 
you  augment  the  eafe  of  individuals,  induftry,  agri- 
culture, and  every  thing  that  contributes  to  general 
profperity  ? — have  morals!^ 

Such  is  the  double  effedl  of  morals  in  the  United 
States,  whofe  form  of  government  ftill  frightens  pu« 
fiilanimous  and  fuperftitious  men.  The  portmits  of- 
fered to  view,  in  thefe  Travels,  will  juftify  that  re- 
publicanifm  which  knaves  calumniate  with  defign, 
which  ignorant  men  do  not  underftand,  but  which 
they  will  learn  to  know  and  refped:.  How  can  we 
better  judge  of  a  government  than  by  its  effects? 
Reafoning*  may  deceive ;  experience  is  always  right. 
If  liberty  produces  good  morals,  and  difFufes  infor- 
mation, why  do  freemen  continue  to  carp  at  that  kind 
of  government,  which,  being  founded  on  the  greateft 
degree  of  liberty,  fecurcs  the  greateft  degree  of  prof- 
perity ? 

•  If  you  would  fee  excellent  reafoning  on  this  fubje£l,  read  the 
work  by  the  celebrated  Paine,  entitled.  Rights  of  Man ;  cfpecially 
!he  mifccUaueous  chapter, 

:..  I  thought 
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t  thought  it  very  ufeful  and  vecy  neceffary  to  prove 
thefe  principles  from  great  examples ;  and  this  is  my 
reafon  for  publiihing  thefe  Travels.  Examples  are 
ttiore  powerful  than  precepts.  Morality,  put  in  aclion, 
carries  fomethins;  of  the  dramatic,  and  the  French 
love  the  drama. 

This,  then,  is  my  firfl  objed  ;  it  is  national,  it  is 
univerlal :  for,  when  it  is  demonftrated  that  liberty 
creates  morals,  and  morals,  in  their  turn,  extend  and 
maintiiin  liberty,  it  is  evident  that  to  reflrain  the 
progrefs  of  liberty  is  an  execrable  project ;  fince  it  is 
to  reflrain  the  happinefs,  the  profperity,  and  the  union 
of  the  human  race. 

A  fecond  objeft  which  guides  me  in  this  publica- 
tion, is  likevvife  national.  I  wilhed  to  defcribe  to  my 
countrymen  a  people  with  whom  we  ought,  on  every 
account,  to  connect  ourfelves  in  the  mioft  intimate 
manner.  The  moral  relations  which  ought  to  conne(^ 
the  two  nations  are  unfolded  in  the  firft  volume; 
the  fecond  comprifes  particularly  the  commercial 
connexions.  This  volume  was  publifhed  afterwards 
by  Mr.  Claviere  and  me. 

[_Many  interejiing  additions  have  been  made  to  the 
fecond  volume,  by  fever al gentlemen  rrfidint  hi  America, 
and  hy  fome  in  Enghnd.'] 

The  comparative  view  of  their  conftitution  with 
ours,  requires  a  critical  and  profound  examination.- 

C  2  Experience 
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Experience  has  already  determined  the  quaikics  of 
one*,  the  other  is  ftill  in  its  infancy.  Perhaps,  in- 
deed, it  requires  a  time  of  more  calmnefs,  lefs  igno- 
rance and  prejudice  in  the  pubHc  mind,  to  judge 
wifely  of  the  American  conftitution.  We  muft  pre- 
pare the  way  for  this  maturiry  of  judgment;  and 
thefe  Travels  will  accelerate  it,  in  fetting  forth  with 
truth  the  advantages  of  the  only  government  which 
merits  any  confidence. 

If  I  had  confolted  what  is  called  the  Love  of  Glory, 
and  the  Spirit  of  Ancient  Literature,  I  could  have 
fpen-t  feveral  years  in  polifhing  this  Work  ;  but  I  be- 
lieved, that,  though  neceffary  at  prefent,  it  might  be 
too  late,  and,  perhaps,  ufelefs,  in  a  few  years.  We 
have  arrived  at  the  time  when  men  of  letters  ought  to 
iiudy,  above  all  things,  to  be  ufeful;  when  they  ought, 
for  fear  of  lofing  time,  to  precipitate  the  propagation 
of  truths,  which  the  people  ought  to  know ;  when, 
of  conlcqucnce,  we  ought  to  occupy  ourfelves  more 
in  things  than  in  words  ;  when  the  care  of  ftyle,  and 
the  perfedlion  of  talte,  are  but  figns  of  a  trifling  va- 
nity, and  a  literary  ariftocracy.  Were  Montefquieu 
to  rife  from  the  dead,  he  would  furely  bluQi  at  having 
laboured  twenty  years  in  making  epigrams  on  laws : 
he  would  write  for  the  people  ;  for  the  revolutioa 
cannot  be  maintained  but  by  the  people,  and  by  the 
people  inllrufted  :  he  would  write,  then,  directly  and 
fimply  from  his  own  foul,  and  not  torment  his  ideas 
tcx  render  ihcm  brilliant, 

Whea 
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When  a  man  would  tra.vcl  ufefully,  he  fliould 
I3:udy,  firfl:,  men ;  fecondly,  l?ooh ;  and  thirdly,  places. 
To  ftudy  men,  he  ihould  fee  them  of  all  claiTes,  of  all 
parties,  of  all  ages,  and  in  all  fituarions. 

I  read  in  the  Gazettes,  that  the  ambalFadors  of 
/  '  Tippo  Sultan  were  fcalled  by  every  body^  they  were 
carried  to  the  balls,  to  the  fpeftacles,  td  the  manu- 
factures, to  the  ar.fenals,  to  the  palaces,  to  the  camps. 
After  being  thus  feafted  for  fi^  months,  I  wonder  if, 
on  returning  home,  they  conceived  that  they  knew 
France.  If  fuch  was  their  opinion,  they  were  in  an 
/  error;  for  they  faw  only  the  brilliant  parr,  the  fur- 
face;  and  it  is  not  by  the  furface  that  one  can  judge 
of  the  force  of  a  nation.  The  ambalTador  fliould  de- 
fcend  from  his  dignity,  travel  in  a  common  carriage 
without  his  attendants,  go  into  the  ftables  to  fee  the 
horfes,  into  the  barns  to  fee  the  grain  and  other  pro- 
ductions of  the  country.  It  is  thus  that  Mr.  Jeffer- 
fon  travelled  in  France  and  Italy;  he  had  but  one 
fervant  with  him  j  he  faw  every  thing  with  his  own 
eyes.  I  believe  that  few  voyages  have  been  made 
with  (o  much  judgment  and  utility,  as  thofe  of  that 
philofopher.  But  his  modefty  cpnccals  his  obferva- 
tlons  from  the  public  eye. 

People  difguife  every   thing,   to  deceive  men  ia 

place.     A  prince  goes  to  an  hofpital ;  he  taftes  the 

.  foup  and  the  meat.     Docs  any  one  fuppofe  that  the 

fuperintendanr  was  fool  enough  not  to  have  given  or- 

ilcrs  to  the  cook  that  day  ? 

C  3  True 
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True  obfervation  is  thp.t  of  every  day.  A  traveller, 
before  fett'ing  out,  ought  to  know  from  books  and 
inen  the  country  he  goes  to  vifit. 

He  will  have  Come  data  ;  he  will  confront  what  he 
fees,  with  what  he  has  heard. 

He  ought  to  have  a  plan  of  obfervation ;  if  he 
wlQies  that  nothing  fhould  efcape  him,  he  fliould  ac- 
cutlom  himfelf  to  feize  objeds  rapidly,  and  to  write^ 
every  night,  vvhat  he  has  feen  in  the  day. 

The  choice  of  perfons  to  confult,  and  to  rely  upon^ 
is  difHcuk. 

The  inhabitants  of  a  country  have  generally  a  pre- 
dilecftion  in  favour  of  it,  and  iirangers  have  prejudices 
againft  it.  In  America  I  found  this  prejudice  in  al- 
mofl:  every  ftranger.  The  American  revolution  con- 
founds them.  They  cannot  familiarize  the  idea  of  a 
king-people  and  an  ele.8he  chief,  who  (hakes  hands  with 
a  labourer,  v\'ho  has  no  guards  at  his  gate,  who  walks 
on  foot,  &c.  The  foreign  confuls  are  thofe  who 
decry,  v/ith  the  moft  virulence,  the  American  confti- 
tution ;  and,  I  fay  it  with  grief,  I  faw  much  of  this 
virulence  among  fome  of  ours.  According  to  them, 
the  United  States,  when  I  landed  in  America,  were  juft 
falling  to  ruin.  They  had  no  government  left,  the 
conditution  was  deteftable ;  there  was  no  confidence 
to  be  placed  in  the  Americans,  the  public  debt  would 

never 
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never  be  paidj  and  there  was  no  faith,   do  juftice 
amono;  them. 


ii 


Being  a  friend  of  liberty,  thcfe  calumnies  againft 
the  American  government  were  revolting  to  me:  I 
combated  them  with  reafoning.  My  adverfaries,  who 
objeded  to  me  then  their  long  abode  there,  and  the 
fliortnefs  of  mine,  ought  to  be  convinced  by  this  time 
that  the  telefcope  of  reafon  is  rather  better  than  the 
microfcope  of  office.  They  have,  in  general,  fome 
abilities  and  fome  information  ;  but  they  have  gene- 
rally been  educated  in  the  inferior  places  in  the  French 
adminiftration,  and  they  have  well  imbibed  its  preju- 
dices. A  republic  is  a  monftrous  thing  in  their  fight ; 
a  minifter  is  an  idol  that  they  adore;  the  people,  in 
their  view,  is  a  herd  that  muft  be  governed  with  ri- 
gour. A  man  v/ho  lives  upon  the  rapines  of  defpo- 
■tifm,  is  always  a  bad  judge  of  a  free  country  ;  they 
feel  that  they  fliould  be  nothing  in  fuch  a  ftate  ;  and 
a  man  does  not  like  to  fall  into  nothino;*. 

I  met  in  our  French  travellers  the  fame  prejudices 

*  Judge,  by  die  following  infrance,  with  what  infolence  the 
^agents  of  defpotirtn  treat  the  chiefs  of  refpeftable  republics. — I 
heard  M.  de  Mouftier  boaRing,  that  he  told  the  pfefident  of  con- 
grefs,  at  his  own  houfe,  that  he  was  h\it  a.  iai'ernheper ;  and  the 
Americans  had  the  complaifance  not  to  demand  his  recall !  What 
horror  mufl  thi^  man  have  for  our  revolution  !  He  declared  him- 
felf  the  enemy  of  it  when  he  was  in  America,  and  cxprelTed  himfelf 
with  violence  againft  its  leaders.  Thefe  fv£u  are  public;  I  de- 
nounced them  to  M.  Montmorin,  who  neverthelefs,  to  recompenfe 
Jiim  for  his  anti  revolution  manoeuvres,  fcnt  him  ambafli\dor  tp 
Serlin. 

C  4  as 
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as  in  the  confuls.  The  greater  part  of  Frenchmen 
who  travel  or  emigrate,  have  little  information,  and 
are  not  prepared  to  the  art  of  obfcrvation.  Prefump- 
tuoiis  to  excefs,  and  admirers  of  their  own  cuftoms 
and  manners,  they  ridicule  thofe  of  other  nations.  Ri- 
dicule gives  them  a  double  pleafure;  it  feeds  their 
own  pride,  and  humbles  others.  At  Philadelphia, 
for  inftance,  the  mei-i  are  grave,  the  women  ferious, 
no  finical  airs,  no  libertine  wives,  no  coffee-houfes, 
no  agreeable  walks.  My  Frenchman  finds  every 
thing  deteftable  at  Philadelphia;  becaufe  he  could  not 
llrut  upon  a  boulevard,  babble  in  a  coffee-houfe,  nor 
feduce  a  pretty  woman  by  his  important  airs  and  his 
fine  curls.  He  yi^as  almoft  offended  that  they  did  pot 
admire  him ;  that  they  did  not  fpeak  French. 

He  was  greatly  troubled  that  he  could  fpeak 
American  with  the  fame  facility ;  he  loft  fo  much  in 
not  being  able  to  Ihow  his  wit. 

If,  then,  a  perfon  of  this  caf]:  attempts  to  defcpbe 
the  Americans,  he  fhews  his  own  character,  but  not 
theirs.  A  people  grave,  ferious,  and  refieding,  can- 
not be  judged  of  and  appreciated,  but  by  a  perfon  of 
a  like  charader. 

It  is  tp  be  hoped  that  the  revolution  will  change 
the  charafter  of  the  French.  If  they  ameliorate  their 
morals,  and  augment  their  information,  they  will  go 
far;  for  it  is  the  property  of  rcafon  and  enlightened 
liberty  to  perfect  themfelves  without  ceafing,  to  fub- 

ftitute 
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Aitute  truth  to  error,  and  principle  to  prejudice. 
They  will  then  infenfibly  lay  afide  their  political  pre- 
judices, which  tarnifh  ftill  the  glorious  conftitiitioti 
which  they  have  founded.  They  will  iaiitate  the 
Americans  as  far  as  local  and  phyfical  circumftances 
will  permit; — they  will  imitate  them,  and  they  will 
be  the  happier  for  it;  for  general  happinefs  does  not 
confift  with  abfurdities  and  contradidions ;  it  cannot 
arife  from  the  complication,  nor  from  the  fliock  of 
powers.  There  is  but  one  real  power  in  government, 
and  it  is  in  referring  it  back  to  its  fource  as  often  as 
pofliblcjthat  it  is  to  be  rendered  beneficent;  it  becomes 
dangerous  in  proportion  as  it  is  diftant  from  its 
fource  :  in  one  word,  the  lefs  a5iive  and  powerful  the 
government ,  the  more  a8ive,  powerful,  and  happy  is  the 
foclety.  This  is  the  phenomenon  demonftrated  in  the 
prefent  Hiftpry  of  the  United  States. 

Thefe  Tra^'els  give  the  proof  of  the  fecond  part  of 
this  political  axiom  ;  they  prove  the  activity,  the 
power,  the  happinefs  of  the  Americans  ;  that  they  are 
deftined  to  be  the  firil  people  on  earth,  without  being 

the  terror  of  others. 

To  what  great  chain  are  attached  thefe  glorious 

deflinies?    To    three    principles:     i.    All    power  i$ 

eledlive  in  America.    2.  The  legiilative  is  freq-uently 

changed.     3.  The  executive  has,  moreover,  but  little 

force  *. 

It 

•  Thii  lall  point  merits  fome  attention,  in  the  prefent  circum- 
^ancci  of  1^ ranee.     The  preiident  of  tiie  United  States  is  eleftcd 

like 
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*  It  will  be  eafy  for  me  one  day  to  deduce  from  thefe 
three  principles,  all  the  happy  effefts  which  I  have 
obfcrved  in  America.      At  prcfent  I  content  my- 

felf 

iTke  all  other  prefidents  and  governors  of  States.  A  man  cannot 
CDOceive,  in  that  country,  that  nvifJom  and  capacity  are  hereditary. 
The  Americans,  (who  fhake  their  heads  at  this  European  folly), 
from  fixteen  years  experience,  have  found  none  of  thofe  troubles,  at 
the  time  of  elefting  a  prefident,  as  were  apprehended  by  ignorant 
people  in  Europe.  The  fame  tranquillity  reigns  in  this  eleftion  as 
irv  that  of  the  fimple  reprefentatives.  Men  who  cannot  anfwer  to 
arguments,  raife  phantoms,  in  order  to  have  fomething  to  combat ; 
they  attend  not  to  the  efFefts  of  the  progrefs  of  reafon,  and  the  £«- 
Jin^  of  analogy  which  the  people  poffefs.  The  moment  they  are 
aceuftomed  to  the  eleftion  of  the  reprcfentative  body,  all  other 
«Ie£lions  are  eafy  to  them.  It  is  the  fame  reafon  among  men  in- 
igruded,  and  the  fame  inftind  of  analogy  among  thofe  not  intrud- 
ed, which  infpires  an  eternal  dillruft  of  the  executive  power,  in 
countries  where  the  chiefs  are  hereditary,  and  not  eledive.  The 
Tnoraent  that  we  decreed  the  monarchy  hereditary,  we  decreed  an 
eternal  diflruft  in  the  people  of  the  executive  power.  It  would  be, 
indeed,  againft  nature,,  that  they  Ihould  have  confidence  in  individu- 
als, who  pretend  to  a  fupernatural  fuperioricy,  and  who  really  have 
«ne  in  faft,  being  independent  of  the  people.  There  cannot  exift 
art  open  confidence,  but  in  governments  where  the  executive  power 
V  ekdHve,  becaufe  the  governing  is  dependent  on  the  governed. 

Now,  as  confidence  is  impoffible  under  an  hereditary  monarchy, 
•as  i;  refults  neceflarily  from  a  government  eledive  in  all  its  mem- 
bers, we  may  explain, — whence  the  eternal  quarrels  between  the 
people  and  the  government,  in  the  firft  cafe, — whence  the  frequent 
recan-ence  to  force,: — whence  trcafons  and  minifterial  delinquencies 
gr  unpuiiillied, — whence  liberty  is  violnted, — and  whence  nations, 
thus  jgoverneJ,  enjoy  but  a  fiditious  and  partial  profperity,  often 

'V.'ftV 

vTi^hednith  blood;  while,  in  the  other  cafe,  vvhere  the  people,  by 
ileftioos,  hold  in  check  the  .Ticni-bcrs  of  the  government,  theie  ex- 
ills 
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felf  with  defcribing  their  effeds,  becaufe  I  vvifh  to 
Jeave  to  my  Readers  the  pleafure  of  recurring  to  the 
caufes,  and  then  of  defcending  from  thofe  caufes,  and 
making  the  appUcation  to  France.  I  have  not  even 
told  all  the  fadts ;  I  had  fo  little  time  both  to  detail 
the  facts,  and  draw  the  confequences.  I  am  aftonifli- 
ed  to  have  been  able  to  finilh  a  work  fo  voluminous, 
in  the  midft  of  fo  many  various  occupations  which 
continually  furround  me;  charged  alone  with  compil- 
ing and  publi(hing  a  daily  paper,  undertaken  with  the 
fole  defire  of  eftablifning,  in  the  public  opinion,  this 
powerful  inflrument  df  revolutions  ;  a  paper  in  which 
jthe  defence  of  good  principles,  the  watching  over  a 
thoufand  enemies,  and  repulfing  perpetual  attacks, 
occupy  my  attention  without  ceafing.  Much  of  my 
time  is  likewife  taken  up  by  my  pohtical  and  civil 
funftions ;  by  many  particular  pamphlets ;  by  the 
peceffity  of  aflifting  at  clubs,  where  truths  are  pre- 
pared for  the  public  eye ;  by  the  duty  which  I  have 
prefcribed  to  myfelf,  to  defend  the  men  of  colour  and 
the  blacks. 

ifts  an  unity  of  interells,  which  produces  a  profperity,  real,  general, 
and  paclHc. 

The  prefident  of  the  United  States  can  make  no  treaty,  fend  no 
ambafTador,  nominate  to  no  place,  without  the  advice  of  the  fenate. 
This  fenate  is  eleftive  ;  the  preiidcnt  is  refponftble;  he  may  be  ac- 
cufed,  profecuted,  fufpended,  condemned  ;  the  public  good  fuffers 
nothing  from  this  refponfibility  ;  the  places  of  prefident  and  minif- 
'ters  are  not  vacant  on  that  account;  but  they  are  filled  by  men  of 
acknowledged  merit ;  for  the  people,  who  eled,  do  not,  like  chance, 
take  fools  for  governors ;  nor  do  they,  like  kings,  make  minifters 
of  knaves  aud  petty  tyrants. 

8  I  mention 
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I  mention  thefe  fafts  to  my  Readers,  to  prov« 
to  them  that  I  have  ftili  fome  right  to  their  indul- 
gence. I  merit  it,  likewife,  for  the  motive  which 
direds  me.  Confillum  futuri  ex  prater ito  v.enit :  Great 
profpedls  are  opening  before  us.  Let  us  haften,  then, 
to  make  known  that  people  whofe  happy  experience 
ought  to  be  our  guide. 

Paris,  April  21,  1791. 
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PLAN   OF    OBSERVATIONS 

ON  THE  POLITICAL,  CIVIL,  AND  MILITARY 
STATE  OF  THE  FREE  AMERICANS;  THEIR 
LEGISLATION,  &C. 

May  i8,  1788. 

'T^HE  voyage  that  you  arc  going  to  undertake, 
my  dear  friend,  will  doubtlefs  form  the 
moft  interefling  period  of  your  contemplative 
life.  You  are  going  to  tranfport  yourfelf  into  a 
part  of  the  globe,  where  a  perfon  may,  with  the 
leaft  obfl:ru6lion,  bring  into  view  the  mofi:  flrik- 
ino;  and  intereftins:  fcenes  that  belons;  to  huma- 

DO  O 

nity.  It  is  with  a  little  courage,  much  patience, 
a  continual  diffidence  of  his  own  habits  of  mind 
and  manners,  a  total  oblivion  of  his  moft  che- 
rifhcd  opinions,  and  of  himfelf,  and  with  a  de- 
termination to  be  cautious  and  flow  in  jxidging^ 

that 
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that  he  may  conclude,  what  is  the  fituatiarl 
where  man,  the  child  of  the  earth,  may  affemblc 
the  greateft  fum,  and  the  longefl  duration  of 
public  and  private  happinefs. 

In  a  few  years,  and  without  great  dangers, 
you  may  contemplate  the  mod  varied  fcenes; 
you  may  pafs  in  America,  from  a  foil  the  bed 
cultivated,  and  grown  old  with  an  a61:ive  popu- 
lation, into  the  dcferts,  where  the  hand  of  man 
has  modified  nothing,  where  time,  vegetation, 
and  the  dead  mafs  of  matter,  feem  to  have  fur- 
nifhed  the  expence  of  the  theatre. 

Between  thefe  extremes,  you  will  find  inter- 
mediate ftages  of  improvement  ;  and  it  is,  doubt- 
lefs,  in  contemplating  thefe,  that  reafon  and  icn^ 
fibility  will  find  the  happiefl  fituation  in  life. 

The  prefent  flate  of  independent  America 
will,  perhaps,  give  us  a  glance  at  the  higheft 
perfedion  of  human  life  that  we  are  permitted 
to  hope  for ;  but  who,  in  judging  of  it,  can  fe- 
parate  himfelf  from  his  age,  from  his  tempera- 
ment, from  his  education,  from  the  impreffion 
of  certain  circumftances  ?  Who  can  filence  his 
imagination,  and  govern  the  fenfations  which 
excite  it  ?  I  hope,  my  friend,  that  you  may  have 
this  power;  and  you  ought  to  negle6l  nothing 
to  acquire  it,  if  you  wifh  to  anfwer  the  end  of 
your  travels.     You  wilh  to  enlighten  mankind, 

to 
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to  fmooth  the  way  to  their  happinefs ;  for  this 
reafon,  you  ought  to  be  more  on  your  guard  than 
any  one,  not  to  deceive  yourfelf  by  appearances.. 
When,  therefore,  you  fhall  form  your  opinion 
on  the  fpot  of  thofe  celebrated  American  confti- 
tutions,  do  not  exaggerate  too  much  either  the 
vices  of  Europe,  to  which  you  compare  them, 
or  the  virtues  of  America,  which  you  bring  luto 
the  contraft.  Make  it  a  principal  obje(5t  to  de- 
termine whether  it  may  not  be  faid,  ni  realhv 
things  are  here  as  i  ':ey  are  with  us ;  the  difference 
is  fo  fmall,  that  it  Is  not  zvorth  the  change.  This 
is  a  proper  method  to  guard  againft  error.  It  is 
well,  at  the  fame  time,  to  form  a  juft  idea  of  the 
difficulty  of  change;  this  fliould  be  always  pre- 
fent  to  the  mind.     Voltaire  fays. 

La  patrie  eft  aux  lieux  ou  I'ame  eft  enchainee. 

You  wifh  to  contemplate  the  effects  of  liberty 
on  the  progrels  of  men,  of  fociety,  and  of  go- 
vernment. May  you,  in  this  examination,  never 
lofe  fight  of  impartiality  and  cool  circumfpec- 
tion,  that  your  friends  may  not  be  expofed  either 
to  incredulity,  or  to  deception^ 

I  do  not  iruagine  that  you  can  find  in  America 
new  motives  to  engage  every  European  to  the 
love  of  liberty.  What  we  will  mod  thank  you 
for  is,  to  defcribe  to  us  what  America  in  fa(9:  iss 
and  what,  in  opinion,  Ihe  may  be,  in  a  given 

time. 
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time,  making  a  reafonable  allowance  for  thofe 
accidents  which  trouble  the  repofe  of  life. 

Men  always  difpute ;  they  are  every  where 
formed  of  the  fame  materials,  and  fubje(5l  to  the 
fame  paffions ;  but  the  matters  on  which  they 
difpute  are,  in  a  given  country,  more  or  lefs 
iitted  to  difturb  the  general  harmony  and  indi- 
vidual happinefs.  Thus  a  ftate  of  univerfal  tole>- 
ration  renders  harmlefs  the  diverfity  of  opinion  in 
religious  matters. 

In  proportion  as  political  inftitutions  fubmit 
the  ruling  power  to  well-detined  forms,  at  the 
fame  time  that  they  have  the  public  opinion  in 
their  favour,  political  diffenfions  are  lefs  danger- 
ous. This,  my  friend,  is  the  point  of  view  un- 
der which  the  political  ilate  of  America  ought  to 
be  known  to  us.  Let  us  know,  above  all,  what 
we  have  to  expect,  for  the  prefent  and  future, 
from  that  variety  which  difiinguiihes  {o  con- 
liderably  fome  ftates  from  others,  and  whether 
fome  crreat  inconvenience  will  not  refult  from 
it ;  whether  the  federal  tranquillity  will  ever  be 
(hakcn  by  it;  whether  this  variety  will  corrupt 
the  juftice  of  fome  flates  towards  Others  in- their 
ordinary  commerce,  and  in  thofe  cafes  where  the 
confederation  is  the  judge  ;  whether  fome  ftates 
will  not  give  themfelves  commotions  and  agita- 
tions, for  the  fake  of  forming  their  governments 

fimilar* 
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'iimiiar,  or  diffimilar,  to  that  of  fome  others; 
whether  flate  jealoufies  do  not  already  exift:,  oc- 
cafioned  bv  thefe  varieties.  Such  jealoufies  o;reat- 
ly  injure  the  Swifs  cantons ;  they  have  ruined 
Holland,  and  w^ill  prevent  its  reftoration.  If 
thefe  jealoufies  are  unknown  to  the  Americans, 
and  will  never  arife  there,  explain  to  us  this 
phenomenon,  why  it  exifts,  and  why  it  will 
continue ;  for  you  know,  that  from  what  you 
may  obferve  to  us  on  this  lingle  point,  your 
friends  may  be  induced  either  to  ftay  where  they 
are,  or  to  give  the  preference  to  one  ftate  in  the 
union  over  another. 

There  is  one  advantage  in  America  which 
Europe  does  not  offer  ;  a  man  may  fettle  himfelf 
in  the  defert,  and  be  fafe  from  political  commo- 
tions. But  is  there  no  danger  in  this  ?  Endea- 
vour to  explain  to  us  the  ftate  of  the  favages  on 
that  great  continent,  the  mofl  certain  account  of 
their  numbers,  their  manners,  the  caufes,  more 
or  lefs,  inevitable,  of  wars  with  them.  This 
part  of  your  accounts  will  not  be  the  leaft  inte- 
refling.  Forget  not  to  give  us,  as  far  as  you 
have  opportunity,  all  that  can  be  known  relative 
to  the  ancient  ftate  of  America. 

Obferve  what  are  the  remains  of  the  military 
fpirit  among  the  Americans  ;  what  are  their 
prejudices  in  this  refpedl;  are  there  men  among 

Vol.  I.  D  them 
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them  who  wifh  to  fee  themfelves  at  the  head  of 
armies  ?  Do  they  enlifl  any  foldiers  ?  Can  you  • 
perceive  any  germe,  which,  united  to  the  fpirit 
of  idJenefs,  would  make  the  profeffion  of  a  foldier 
preferable  to  that  of  a  cultivator,  or  an  artizan  ? 
for  it  is  this  wretched  fituation  of  things  in  other 
countries,  which  furniihes  the  means  of  great 
armies.  Inform  us  about  thofe  Cincinnati,  a  body 
truly  diftreffing  to  the  political  philofopher. 

Solomon  fays,  there  is  nothing  new  under  the 
fun.  This  may  be  true  ;  but  are  we  yet  ac- 
quainted with  all  political  revolutions,  in  order 
to  make  the  circle  complete?  Hiflory  furnifhes 
the  picture  of  no  revolution  like  that  of  the 
United  States,  nor  any  arrangements  fimilar  to 
theirs.  Thus  you  may  look  into  futurity,  and 
fee  what  perfeverances  or  changes  may  contra- 
dict the  philofophy  of  hiflory. 

You  ought,  likewife,  to  forefee  whether  fo- 
reign wars  are  to  be  expelled ;  whether  the 
Europeans  are  right  in  faying,  that  the  United 
States  will  one  day  wifh  to  be  conquerors.  I  do 
not  believe  it ;  I  believe  rather  that  their  revo- 
lution will  be  contagious,  efpecially  if  their  fe- 
deral fyflem  fhall  maintain  union  and  peace  in 
all  parts  of  the  confederation.  This  is  the 
mafter-point  of  the  revolution  ;  it  ought  to  en- 
gage the  whole  force  of  your  meditations. 

Tell 
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Tell  US,  finally,  if  the  rage  of  law-making  has 
pafTed  the  feas  with  the  colonifts  of  the  United 
States.      You    will  doubtlefs  find  there  many 
minds  ftruck  with  the  diforders  refultins:  from 
war  and  independence  ;  others,  who  preferve  a 
lively  image  of  the  great  liberty  which  each  in- 
dividual ought  to  enjoy  ;  the  firfl  will  be  fright- 
ened at  the  leaft  disturbance,  and  wifli  to  fee  a 
law  «or  a  flatute  applied  to  every  trivial  thing  ; 
the  others  think  that  laws  can  never  be  too  few. 
What  is  the  prevailing  opinion  there  on  this  fub- 
jc£l  ?  When  we  Confider  what  charms  and  what 
utility  muft  be  found  in  the  private  occupations 
of  men  in  that  country,   we  fhould  think  that 
the  commonwealth  would  remain  a  Ions;  time 
without  interminglino;  with  them.     But  we  are 
aflbred  that  lawyers  abound  there,  and  enjoy  a 
dangerous  influence  ;  that  the  civil  legiflation  is 
there,  as  in  England,  an  abundant  fource  of  law- 
fuits    and  of  diftrefs.       Enlisihten   us  on   this 
fubje6l.     We  have  often  obferved,  that  civil  le- 
giflation has  corrupted  the  bed  political  iniVitu- 
tions ;  it  is  often  a  crime  againfl:  fociety. 

Internal  police,  every  where  in  Europe,  Is 
founded  on  the  opinion,  that  man  is  depraved, 
turbulent,  and  wicked;  and  the  timidity  that 
wealth  inlpires,  difpofes  the  rich  to  regard  the 
poor  as  capable  only  of  being  reftrained  by  fetters. 
Is  this  European  truth  a  truth  in  America? 

D  2  LETTER 
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LETTEPv    II. 

ON  THE    SOIL,    PRODUCTIONS,    CULTIVATION^ 

&c. 

Aiay  20j  1788, 

A  FTER  having  infl:ru<fLed  us  on  all  political 
lubje(5ls,  and  principallj  thole  on  which  de- 
pend internal  and  external  peace,  and  the  fecu- 
ritj  of  individuals,  you  will  have  to  contemplate 
the  foil  of  America  as  relative  to  human  induf- 
tryy  which,  in  its  turn,  influences  prodigioufly 
the  different  modes  of  livinG:. 

It  feems,  in  this  refpe6l,  that  all  the  great  di- 
viiions  of  the  earth  IhoulJ  refcmble  each  other. 
It  is  poffible,  however,  that  America  ofFjrs,  in 
the  lame  Ipace,  more  aliments  to  induftry,  more 
Ja/a,  than  can  be  found  in  Europe.  Fix  our 
ideas  upon  tliofe  invitations  that  nature  has  traced 
on  the  foil  of  America,  in  addreffing  herfelf 
to  the  human  undcrftanding.  To  particularize 
minutely  what  the  maps  only  give  us  in  grofs, 
will  be  more  worthy  your  attention,  than  the 
details  wlfich  intereft  the  painter,  the  poet,  or 
the  lover  of  an  Enolifli  garden. 

We  have  undertaken  to  advife  the  Americans 
to  be  cultivators,  and  to  leave  to  the  Europeans 
thofe   manufactures    which   a2;rcc  not   with    a 

country 
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country  lite.  You  will  be  curious  to  difcover 
their  difpolitiou  in  this  refpecl.  It  ought  to  de- 
pend much  on  the  facility  of  communication  ; 
and  if,  as  it  appears,  independent  America,  in  a 
little  time,  and  with  fmall  expence,  rnay  be  in- 
terfecfled  by  canals  in  all  direclions  ;  if  this  ad- 
vantage is  fo  generally  felt,  that  they  will  apply 
themfelves  to  it  at  an  early  period,  there  is  no 
<ioubt  but  in  America  human  adliv^ity  will  be  oc- 
cupied principally  in  the  production  of  fubiift- 
ence,  and  of  raw  materials. 

It  is  the  opinion  in  Europe,  that  confumptioa 
caufes  produtlion,  and  that  the  failure  of  con- 
fumption  difcourages  labour;  for  this  reafoii 
they  require  cities  and  raanufadures.  But  there 
is,  in  all  thefe  opinions,  a  great  confufion  of 
ideas,  which  the  lpe6tacle  of  nations,  riling  un- 
der the  protedion  of  liberty,  will  aid  you  in 
clearing  up.  You  will  fee,  perhaps,  with  evi- 
dence, that  a  m,an  ceafes  to  fear  the  fuperfiuity 
of  fubtiftences,  when  he  is  no  longer  under  the 
neceffity  of  exchanging  them  for  money,  to  pay 
his  taxes  and  his  rents.  Should  this  be  his  fear, 
and  he  has  near  him  the  means  of  a  cheap  tranf- 
port,  if  .he  may  himfelf  load  his  boat  and  carry 
his  provilions  to  market,  and  make  his  traffic 
without  quitting  his  boat,  man  is  too  fond  of 
adivity  to  fuffer  fuperfiuity  to  impede  his  induf- 

D  3  try. 
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try.  Thus,  to  engage  him  to  open  the  bofom 
of  the  earth,  there  is  no  need  that  he  (hould  be 
affured  beforehand  what  he  fliall  do  with  his 
grain.  Expences  are  the  impediments  of  induf- 
try ;  and  you  will  fee,  without  doubt,  in  Ame- 
rica, a  new  order  of  things,  where  thefe  ex- 
pences are  not  embarrafling ;  the  theory  of  con- 
fumption,  and  production,  is  doubtlefs  very  dif- 
ferent from  what  is  fuppofed  in  Europe.  En- 
deavour, my  friend,  to  call  to  mind,  that  in  this 
we  have  need  of  more  details,  comparifons,  cal- 
culations, fa6ls,  and  proofs,  than  travellers  ge- 
nerally bring  together  ;  and  that  this  part  of  po- 
litical ceconomy  is  flill  entirely  new,  on  account 
of  the  embarrali'ments,  abftradlions,  difficulties, 
and  difgufts  which  attend  them  iii  Europe. 

It  is  on  the  accounts  that  you  will  give  us  in 
this  refpedt,  that  the  opinions  of  your  friends 
will  be  formed.  So  many  mifadventures  and 
n^ifinformations  have  hitherto  accompanied  emi-^ 
grants,-  though  virtuous,  and  otherwife  well- 
informed,  that  people  are  intimidated  from  the 
attempt,  though  ill-fituated  in  Europe.  You 
know  what  the  Genevians  have  fufFered,  rather 
than  to  rro  to  Ireland. 

o 

Thus,  my  friend,  if  you  wifh  to  infl:ru6l  thofe 
who  would  fly  from  the  tyranny  of  Europe, 
and  who  would  find  a  fituation  of  honeft  induf- 

try 
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try  for  their  children,  fludy  the  hiftory  of  emi- 
grants. Study  the  caufes  of  the  difafters  of  tra- 
vellers ;  judge  of  their  illusions  ;  go  to  the  places 
of  debarkation,  and  learn  the  precautions  necef- 
fary  to  be  taken  to  render  eafy  and  agreeable 
their  firft  arrival. 

Begin  with  fuch  as  you  know  to  be  in  eafy 
circumftances,  and  defcending,  by  degrees,  to 
'the  honell:  individual,  who,  full  of  health  and 
vigour,  his  coat  on  his  back,  and  his  ftaft  in  his 
hand,  carries  with  him  all  he  poflefles;  inform 
each  one  what  he  ought  to  expe<St,  if,  after  con- 
quering all  his  averfions,  and  taking  all  his  pre- 
cautions, he  determines  to  quit  Europe,  to  go  to 
the  land  of  liberty. 

Finally,  my  friend,  in  all  that  concerns  pri- 
vate life,  as  in  political  relations,  in  the  means 
of  acquiring  fortune,  as  in  the  honefl:  ambition 
of  ferving  the  public,  let  your  obfervations  atteft 
that  you  have  neglected  no  means  of  comparing 
the  enjoyments  of  Europe,  with  what  may  be 
cxpe£led  among  the  free  Americans. 


D4  LETTER 
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LETTER    III. 

PLAN    OF   A   COLONY    TO   BE    ESTABLISHED    IN 
AMERICA. 

May  21,  1788. 
T^HEN  we  contemplate  the  American  Re- 
volution, the  circumftances  which  have 
oppofed  its  perfedion,  the  knowledge  we  are  able 
to  colle61:  for  the  inftitution  of  republics  on  a 
more  perfect  plan,  the  lands  deftined  by  Con- 
grefs  for  new  States,  and  the  multitude  of  hap- 
py circumftances  which  rnay  facilitate  their  pre- 
paratives, and  protect  their  infancy,'  we  are  hur- 
ried infenfibly  into  projects  chimerical  at  the 
firfl  fight,  which  become  attra6ling  by  reflec- 
tion, and  which  we  abandon,  but  with  regret, 
on  account  of  the  difficulty  of  finding  a  fufficient 
number  of  perfons  for  their  execution. 

When  a  tradl  of  land  is  offered  for  fale,  and 
its  limits  afcertained,  why  cannot  it  be  prepar- 
ed, in  all  circumftances,  for  a  republic,  in  the 
fame  manner  as  you  prepare  a  houfe  for  your 
friends  ? 

Penn  had  already  feen  the  neceility  of  regu- 
lating beforehand  the  conduct  of  a  colony  on 
the  foil  which  they  were  going  to  inhabit.    We 

have 
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have  at  prefent  many  more  advantages  than  he 
had,  to  ordain  and  execute  the  fame  thins:  with 
inore  fucccfsj  and,  inftead  of  favages,  who  gave 
him  trouble,  we  fhould  at  prefent  be  fuftained  and 
protected  by  the  States,  with  which  we  fliould 
be  conne6led. 

I  have  no  doubt  that,  having  acquired  the 
foil,  we  might  eflabhfh  a  repubhc,  better  calcu^ 
lated  for  peace  and  happinefs,  than  any  now  ex- 
iting, or  that  ever  did  exiil:.  Hitherto  they  have 
been  formed  from  chance  and  involuntary  combi- 
nations; it  has  been  neceffary  in  them  all,  that 
national  innovations  fliould  be  reconciled  with 
abfurdities,  knowledge  with  ignorance,  good 
fenfe  with  prejudices,  and  wife  inftitutions  with 
barbarifms.  Hence  that  chaos,  that  eternal  fource 
of  diftrefles,  difputes,  and  diforders. 

If  men  of  wifdom  and  information  (hould  or- 
ganize the  plan  of  a  focicty  before  it  exiftcd, 
and  extend  their  forefight  to  every  circumstance 
of  preparing  proper  inftitutions  for  the  forming  , 
of  the  morals  public  and  private,  and  the  encou- 
ragement of  induftry,  ought  they  to  be  con- 
demned as  having  formed  an  Utopia  ?  I  do  not 
believe  it;  it  is  my  opinion,  even  that  the  love 
of  gain,  the  love  of  novelty,  and  the  fpirit  of 
phiiofophy,  would  lend  a  hand  to  an  enterprife, 
4  which. 
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which,  before  the  American  Revolution,  might 
have  been  judged  impracticable. 

Profit,  therefore,  of  your  travels  in  America, 
to  inform  yourfelf,  if,  among  the  lands  to  be 
fold  by  Congrefs,  there  exifls  not  a  fituation  of 
cafy  accefs,  where  the  nature  of  the  foil  is  fa- 
vourable to  induftry,-  and  its  other  circum fiances 
inviting  to  the  firfh  fettlers.  It  {hould  be  fur- 
niOied  with  eafy  communications  by  land  and 
water. 

For  this  purpofe,  there  (liould  be  a  topogra- 
phical map  and  defcription,  fufficiently  minute 
and  extended,  to  enable  us  to  trace  upon  it  the 
fmaller  diviiions.  There  ought  to  be  found  le- 
vels, relative  to  a  certain  point,  in  order  to  know 
beforehand  the  poffibihty  of  canals.  All  other 
obje6ls  of  confequence  ought  to  be  noted  at  the 
fame  time ;  fuch  as  the  nature  of  the  foil  in 
every  part,  the  kinds  of  timber,  the  quarries  of 
ftone,  &c.  This  will  doubtlefs  be  an  expenfive 
operation  ;  but  any  expences  may  be  undertaken 
by  great  aflbciations,  and  here  are  motives  fuffi- 
cient  to  encourage  and  reward  a  very  expenfive 
one. 

It  will  be  neceflary  to  know,  on  what  con- 
ditions the  Congrefs  would  treat  for  the  ceflion 
of  fuch  a  trad,  .anxl  whether  they  would  agree 

tQ 


UNITED    STATES    OF    AMERICA.  4j 

to  take  the  principal  part  of  the  payment,  only 
as  faft  as  the  fsttlers  fhould  come  to  take  pof- 
feffion  of  their  lands. 

It  would  be  defirable  that  the  territory  chofeti 
fhould  be  fuch  that,  at  the  place  of  the  firft  fet- 
tlement,  it  would  be  ealy  to  eflablifh  conveni- 
ences for  the  reception  of  the  fettlers,  to  provide 
them  fuch  neceflaries  as  will  preferve  them  from 
thofe  embarraffments  and  calamities  which  fome- 
times  throw  infant  fettlements  into  trouble, 
mifery,  and  defpair. 

After  having  acquired  an  exa£t  idea  of  v/hat 
may  be  expected  from  the  nature  of  the  foil,  and 
its  connexion  with  neighbouring  places,  we 
might  then  undertake  the  work  of  forming  a 
political  and  civil  legiflation,  fuited  to  the  new 
republic,  and  its  local  circumftances.  Such 
fhould  be  the  taflc  to  be  accompliflied  before  the 
people  departed  from  hence ;  that  every  fettler 
might  know  beforehand  what  laws  he  is  to  live 
under,  fo  that  he  will  confent  to  them  before* 
hand  by  choice. 

The  previous  regulations  ought  to  be  carried 
fo  far,  that  every  perfon  fhould  forefee  where  he 
was  going,  ^nd  what  he  was  to  do  in  order  to 
fulfil  his  engagements  ;  whether  he  was  a  pur* 
chafer  of  lands,  or  had  en  rolled  himfelf  as  a  la- 
Ijourer, 

Th? 
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The  lands  fhould  not  be  fold  out  to  individu- 
als by  chance,  and  according  to  the  caprice  of 
each  purchafer  ;  but  a  plan  fliould  be  purfued  iti 
the  population,  that  the  people  might  aid  each 
other  in  their  labours,  and  be  a  mutual  folace 
and  protedion  by  their  neighbourhood. 

The  public  expences,  thofe  of  religion  and 
education,  fiiould  be  furnifhed  by  the  produce  of 
a  portion  of  land  referved  in  each  diftrid  for  that 
purpofe.  Thefe  lands  could  be  the  public  do- 
main ;  they  ought  to  be  put  in  cultivation  the 
firft.  There  ought  perhaps  to  be  a  regulation 
for  a  regular  fupply  of  workmen  on  the  public 
lands,  roads,  and  other  public  works.  By  this 
we  fliould  always  have  employment  for  new 
comers,  and  might  receive  all  misn  capable  of 
labour,  provided  their  manners  and  charader 
were  fuch  as  to  entitle  them  to  be  members  of 
the  new  republic. 

Thefe  details  will  be  fufficient  to  recall  to 
vour  mind  our  frequent  converfations  on  a  plan 
of  this  kind.  If  you  can  acquire  from  Congrefs 
the  certainty  of  being  able  to  realize  it,  fo  far  as 
it  depends  on  them,  and  we  have  only  to  find 
the  company  here  to  undertake  it  ;  I  believe  it 
may  be  eafily  done  in  Europe. 
•  The  company  will  have  lands  to  fell  ;  their 
price  will  augment  in  proportion  as  they  come 

in 
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in  vogue;  the  company  will  endeavour  to  render 
^it  an  obje^l  of  general  attention,  by  the  prepa- 
rations made  for  the  reception  of  the  firft  fet- 
tlers,  in  order  to  avoid  the  difficulties  incident 
to  the  beginning  of  an  eftablifhment.  I  doubt 
not,  therefore,  that  this  project  will  offer  a  fuf- 
licient  profpecl  of  gain,  to  engage  people  to  ad- 
venture in  it  many  millions  of  livres. 

The  better  to  determine  them  to  it,  the  inte-» 
rcfl  fhould  be  divided  into  fmall  (hares,  and 
proper  meafures  taken  to  afiure  the  holders  of 
fliares  of  an  adminiftration  worthy  of  confidence, 
to  prevent  the  abufes  of  truft,  and  v/atch  over 
the  execution  of  their  refoives,  both  refpe(fling 
their  interefl,  and  that  of  the  fettlers. 

A  profpedus,  fufSciently  detailed,  fhould  in- 
form the  public  of  the  nature  of  the  enternrife, 
the  principal  obje6l  of  which  fhould  be  to  realize 
a  republic,  founded  on  the  leiibns  of  experience 
and  good  fenie,  on  the  principles  of  fraternity 
and  equality,  which  ought  to  unite  mankind. 

The  principal  means  of  its  execution  will  be, 
to  have  purchafed  the  lands  fo  as  to  be  able  to 
refell  them  at  a  price  fufiiciently  low,  to  en- 
courage their  cultivation,  and  at  the  fame  time 
with  fufScient  profit  to  the  company.  For  it  is 
natural  to  obferve,  that  the  difrerence  between 
the  original  value  of  lands  in  their  wild  fl:ate, 

aiid 
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and  their  value  when  an  aclive  fettlement  Is  be!* 
gun  upon  them,  will  affure  to  the  firft  purchaf- 
ers  a  prodigious  profit  from  their  firft  advances. 

Thisj  however,  fuppofes,  as  I  have  already 
mentioned,  that,  receiving  a  fmall  proportion  of 
the  purchafe-money  when  the  purchafe  is  made^ 
the  Congrefs  will  confept  to  receive  the  princi- 
pal payments  only  in  proportion  as  the  lands  may 
be  refold  to  individuals ;  without  this  condition, 
the  enterprife  would  require  fuch  great  advances 
as  to  difcourage  the  undertaking:. 

Thus,  the  funds  of  the  company  {hould  be 
compofed,  I.  of  the  firft  payments  to  be  made 
to  Congrefs;  2.  the  expences  neceffary  in  ac- 
quiring a  topographical  knowledge  of  the  terri- 
tory, and  in  making  its  divifion  ;  3.  the  funds 
iiecellary  for  public  works,  and  the  eftablifh- 
ment  for  the  reception  of  thofe  who  arrive,  to 
enfure  them  asainft  want  and  difcoura2:ement. 

Thefe  three  obje6ls  v/ill  doubtlefs  require  a 
confiderable  fund;  but  the  rifing  value  of  the 
lands  to  be  fold,  and  to  be  paid  for  only  as  faft  as 
they  are  fold,  will  greatly  indemnify  the  under- 
takers. Thefe  are  tlie  folid  arguments  to  be 
offered  to  the  lovers  of  gain.  Many  other  con- 
fiderations  might  be  detailed  in  the  profpedlus,  to 
determine  philofophers  and  friends  of  humanity 
to  become  ftiarcrs. 

This 
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This  is  enough,  my  friend,  to  recall  to  your 
mind  more  ideas  than  I  can  give  you  on  the 
fubje^t.  Study  it ;  and  if  at  the  firft  view  it 
looks  romantic,  find  the  means  of  faving  it  from 
that  obje(5tion  ;  converfe  upon  it  vf'ith.  intelligent 
perfons ;  find  fuch  as  are  fufficiently  attached  to 
great  objects,  to  be  willing  to  concur  in  them 
with  zeal,  when  they  are  defigned  for  the  aid 
and  confolation  of  humanity. 

Age  will  prevent  me  from  undertaking  in 
this  great  work.  It  feems  to  me,  that  there  is 
nothing  like  it  in  times  paft,  that  it  would  be 
greatly  ufeful  to  the  future,  and  would  mark  the 
American  revolution  with  one  of  the  happieft 
efFe(5ls  which  it  can  produce.  Is  not  this  enough 
to  animate  the  generous  ambition  of  thofe  who 
have  youth,  health,  and  courage,  fo  as  not  to  be 
frightened  at  difficulties,  or  dilheartened  by  de- 
lays ? 


LETTER 
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LETTER    IV. 


May  21,   178^. 

'T^IlE  Utopia  will  be  but  a  dream  ;  and  yoii 
will  find,  without  doubt,  the  hew  Ameri^ 
can  fettlements  invincibly  deftined  to  a  fcatter- 
ing  herd  of  people,  who  will  form  infenfibly^ 
by  the  addition  of  new  families  and  individuals  ; 
without  following  any  plan,  without  providing 
fuch  laws  as  would  be  fuitable  to  them,  when 
their  herds  fliall  become  fufficiently  numerous 
to  be  reprefented  as  a  republic  in  the  federal 
union.  It  is  thus  that  ail  political  fyftems  feem 
condemned  to  refemble  what  has  already  taken 
place  in  fuch  and  fuch  a  flate,  according  as  the 
multitude,  or  fome  bold  leader,  fliall  decide. 

We  muft,  then,  abandon  this  proje6l ;  and 
then  where  will  ^^ou  place  thofe  friends  whom 
we  wi(h  to  eftablilh  in  America  ?  You  will  in- 
form yourfelf,  for  them,  of  the  progrefs  of  po* 
pulation  and  civilization  in  Kentucky,  of  which 
they  tell  fo  many  wonders.  But  refle6l  on  two 
things  :  firft,  That  our  fcttlement  will  be  very 
uncertain,  if  we  muft  go  ourfelves  to  prepare  it^ 
build  houfes,  &c.  Some  pcrfons  muft,  there- 
fore, go  before  the  others ;  and  when  fliall  they 
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rejoin  ?  How  many  accidents  may  intervene  ! 
When  the  emigrant  fociety  fhall  be  formed  in 
Europe,  the  members  ought  all  to  go  at  once  ; 
but  in  that  cafe  they  fliould  make  choice  of  a 
certain  tra6l  in  the  neighbourhood  of  a  tovvn^ 
where  the  people  could  be  lodged,  till  they  could 
build  their  houfes.  This  precaution  feems  to 
exclude  Kentucky ;  for  no  good  town  is  fuffi- 
ciently  near  it.  You  will  fee,  then,  my  friend, 
how  it  will  be  poffible  to  Reconcile  every  thing, 
and  find  a  pofition  where  the  pain  and  vexation 
will  not  furpafs  the  fatisfa6lion.  Your  talk  is  not 
a  triflino;  one  in  makino;  this  examination;  for 
you  mull:  not  forget,  that,  to  fatisfy  the  perfons 
whom  we  wifh  not  to  leave  behindj  we  muft 
have  a  fituation  where  we  can  unite  the  advan- 
tages of  commerce  with  thofe  of  asiricultiire  ; 
wc  muft  be  near  a  navigable  river,  communi- 
cating with  the  fea  ;  we  muft  have  a  town^ 
where  we  can  find  failors,  veflels,  &c.  in  a 
wordj  thofe  among  us  who  (hall  have  been  ac- 
cuftomed  to  the  affairs  of  commerce  and  of  ma- 
nufaflures,  muft  not  be  placed  in  a  pofition 
which  Ihall  force  them  abfolutcly  to  renounce 
their  habits,  and  expofe  thcmfelves  to  regrets ; 
for  you  know  that  one  is  never  vVeary  in  walk- 
ing, as  long  as  a  horfe  or  a  carriage  marches  by 
his  lide,  which  he  mny  ufe  whenever  he  pleafes. 
Vol.  I,  "       E  It 
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It  is  a  pity  that  Pittfburg  is  not  more  popu- 
lous, or  that  Virginia  is  fe^rated  by  delerts  from 
the  new  Hates. 

It  is  ufelefs  to  enter  into  more  particular  de- 
tails on  this  matter  j  you  know  us  :  I  (hall  only 
recommend  to  you  an  attention  to  the  climate. 
A  fine  iky,  temperature  of  Paris,  no  mufketoes, 
agreeable  fituation,  and  good  foil,  are  things  in- 
difpenfable. 

The  numerous  obfervations  which  you  pro- 
pofe  to  colled  for  the  inftrudion  of  the  public, 
will  inform  us  of  many  other  things  which  I 
Ihould  mention  here,  if  they  did  not  enter  into 
yo-ur  general  plan.  In  obferving  cuftoms  and 
taftcs,  forget  not  the  article  of  mufic,  confidered 
in  its  efFeds  on  the  powers  of  the  mind.  The 
tafte  for  mufic  is  general  in  Europe  ;  we  make 
of  it  one  of  the  principal  objects  of  educatif>ii. 
Is  it  fo  in  America  ? 

Finally,  as  we  are  not  needy  adventurers,- 
think  what  anfwers  you  muft  give,  when  our 
wives,  our  children,  and  even  ourfelves,  fhalB 
ntk  you  what  is  to  be  done  on  our  arrival  i» 
cunfiderable  numbers  in  any  town  in  America ;. 
for,  as  we  cannot  fend  forward  a  meflenger,  we 
ought  to  provide  for  our  debarkation  in  an  un- 
known country. 

LETTER 
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Letter   v. 

May  22,  1788. 

A  FTER  having  given  you  my  thoughts  on 
general  fubjedls,  it  is  unhecefiary  to  be 
inore  particular  on  thofe  which  promile  a  more 
certain  and  palpable  advantage  to  your  travels, 
I  mean  the  purchafe  of  lands  or  public  funds, 
according  as  circumftances  may  invite. 

Three  claffes  of  perfons  may  wifli  to  purchafe 
lands  in  the  United  States :  thofe  who  mean  to 
employ  others  to  cultivate  them,  thofe  who  will 
cultivate  for  themfelves,  and  thofe  who  wifh  to 
place  their  money  in  them,  with  the  profpect 
that  thefe  lands  will  increafe  in  value,  in  pro- 
portion to  the  population. 

Let  us  leave  the  two  firfl  clafTes  to  make  their 
own  choice.  Your  general  obfervations,  to  be 
publifhed  on  your  return,  will  inftrudl  fueh  as 
wifh  to  remove  to  America^  how  to  go  and 
choofe  for  themfelves. 

The  cafe  of  the  fimple  fpeculators  is  different. 
Some  wifli  to  purchafe,  to  fell  again  to  a  profit 
as  foon  as  poffible ;  others  extend  their  views 
farther,  and,  calculating  the  viciffitudes  of 
Europe,  find  it  very  prudent  to  place  a  dead  fund. 

E  2  in 
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in  lands,  which,  by  the  efFedt  of  neighbouring 
population,  will  acquire  a  great  value  in  the 
courfe  of  years. 

Many  heads  of  families,  provident  for  their 
defcendants,  place  dead  funds  in  a  bank,  to  ac- 
cumulate, in  favour  of  their  children.  A  great- 
er number  would  do  the  fame  thing,  if  there 
were  a  fatisfaftory  folution  of  all  queftions  in  the 
Chapter  of  Accidents.  Now,  nothing  appears 
to  me  better  to  anlwer  this  wife  precaution, 
than  to  place  fuch  money  on  the  cultivated  foil 
of  the  United  States. 

The  information  that  you  will  be  able  to  give 
on  this  fubjetft  will  be  very  ufeful.  There  are 
lands,  which,  from  their  poiition,  muft  remain 
uncleared  for  a  longer  or  fhorter  period;  others 
rendered  valuable  by  the  neighbourhood  of  rivers 
and  other  important  communications  ;  others  on 
account  of  their  timber,  &c.  &c. 

But,  can  lands  be  purchafed  with  full  furety  ? 
Are  there  any  fure  methods  eftablifhed,  to  re- 
':ognife  territorial  property,  that  may  reft  for 
fomc  time  without  vifible  marks  or  bounds?  Is 
there  no  riik  of-  iinding  one*s  property  in  the 
pofleffion  of  another,  or  of  having  purchafed 
that  of  another  ? 

The  prefent  is  the  epoch  that  will  decide  the 
Europeans,  as  to  their  conlidence  in  the  United 

States. 
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States.  I  doubt  not  but  the  States  in  general 
will  faa6lion  the  conflitution  j  and  from  that 
time  every  eye  ought  to  look  upon  America 
as  being  in  the  road  of  unfailing  profperity. 
Then,  without  doubt,  many  Europeans  will 
think  of  purchafing  lands  there.  I  know  of  no 
period  when  the  fpirit  of  fpeculation  has  been  fo 
general  as  at  prefent ;  no  period  which  prefents 
a  revolution  like  that  of  independent  America  j 
and  no  foundation  fo  folid  as  that  which  they  are 
about  to  eftablifli.  Thus,  paft  events  prove 
nothing  againfl:  what  I  prefume  of  the  difpo- 
iitions  of  men's  minds  relative  to  this  bufinefs. 

I  lliould  not  be  afloniihed,  then,  if  he  who 
applies  himfelf  to  the  knowledge  of  lands  in  this 
point  of  view,  and  gives  folutions  to  all  queftions 
of  caution  and  diffidence,  fhould  engage  the 
Europeans  to  very  great  purchafes. 


E3  LETTER 
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LETTER    VI. 

METHOD  or  OBSERVATIONS  FOR  MY   TRAVELS 
IN  AMERICA*. 

May  1788. 

TWFY  principal  objecl  is  to  examine  the  effeds  of 
liberty  on  the  charaBer  of  man^  of  fociety^ 
and  of  govermnent.  This  being  the  grand  point 
of  all  nay  obfervations,  in  order  to  arrive  at  it,  I 
muft  write  every  evening,  in  a  journal,  what 
has  principally  flruck  me  in  the  day.  As  my 
obfervations  will  refer  to  five  or  fix  grand  divi- 
fions,  I  fl^iall  make  a  tablet  for  e^ch  divifion. 
The  following  are  the  divifions  : 

Federal  Government* 

To  collect  all  thofe  points  in  which  the  an- 
cient fyftem  refembles  the  new  : — to  obtain  aH 
that  has  been  written  on  the  fubjed  ;  among 
other  things,  the  Letters  oiPuhllus : — to  remark 
the  inconveniences  of  the  old  lyftem,  the  advan- 

*  I  thought  proper  to  publifh  this  method  ;  it  may  be  ufeful 
to  other  travelk-rs.  The  method  is  mii:e ;  the  obfervations  are 
from  M.  Claviere. 

tages 
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tages  of  the  new,  the  objeiflions  made  againfl  it, 
the  general  opinions  on  the  new  government, 

Obfe?'vations  of  my  F/  :e?id  Claviere. 

A  number  of  httle  ftates,  whofe  extent  is  not 
fo  great  as  to  render  the  operations  of  their  indi- 
vidual government  too  complicated,  may  be 
united  under  one  general  government,  charged 
with  maintaining  internal  peace,  and  rendering 
their  union  refpe£lable  abroad.  Such,  without 
doubt,  is  the  political  aflbciation  which  is  at- 
tended with  the  greateft  advantages.  You  mud 
then  endeavour  principally  to  find  what  we  have 
a  right  to  expedt  from  the  prefeut  federal  form 
of  the  United  States. 

Government  of  each  State. 

To  confider  the  compofition  of  the  legiflative 
body,  the  fenate,  and  executive  power  ;  elec- 
tions; any  abufes  that  may  be  in  them.  Com- 
pare the  efFeds  of  each  legillature,  to  judge 
which  is  the  bed. 

Obferv  at  ions. —Wh-zt  are  we  to  exped  from 
their  diffimilarities  r  In  what  do  they  confift 
principally  ?  They  all  acknowledge  the  fuprema- 
Cy  of  the  people  ;  but  it  is  not  preferved  to  them 
iu  aa  ec^ual  manner  in  all ;  and  where  they  can- 

E  4  not 
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not  refume  it  without  a  fedition,  there  can  be  lit- 
tle trertainty  of  peace.  Peace  is  very  doubtful > 
likevvife,  where  the  will  of  the  people  is  fubje6t 
to  the  flow  forms  of  iiirrru6lion.  The  different 
ilates  ihould  be  examined  after  this  principle. 

Leg! flat  ion.  Civil,  Criminal',   Police. 
In  examining  thefe  obje61:s,  fa6ls  only  are  to 
be  attended  to.     Their  comparifon  with  thofe  of 
other  countries  can  be  made  afterwards. 

State  of  the  Commerce  betiveen  each  State,  and 
the  Savages,  the  Canadians,  Nova  Scotia,  the 
'Englijh  I/lands,  France,  Spain,  Holland,  Nor- 
thern States  of  Europe,  Mexico^  Chma,  Jndia^ 
^"^fricq. 

To  remark  the  principal  articles  o^  exporta- 
tion and  importation  ;  the  number  of  veflHs  em.- 
ployed  ;  the  flate  of  money  ufed  in  commerce. 

O^fervations.—Forget  not  to  fix  well  the 
matters  of  exchange,  efpecially  with  the  Spanifji 
poffeflions  ;  for  it  is  principally  thence  that  their 
gold  and  filver  muft  come.  Do  they  go  by  land 
to  the  weftern  coaft  of  America  ?  Do  the  free 
Amc''icans  travel  among  their  neighbours  the 
Spaniards  ? 

Is  their  money-fyftem  a  fimple  one  ?  Has  it  a 

ilaiidarcj 
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flandard  conftant  and  eafy  to  conceive  ?  Is  it  of 
a  permanent  nature ;  fo  that,  in  a  courfe  of  time, 
one  may  always  judge  of  the  price  of  things,  in 
bringing  them  to  a  term  of  comparifon  not  liable 
to  change  ?  This  can  only  be  done  by  having 
one  integral  metal,  to  which  others  relate,  either 
as  merchandize,  or  as  a  bill  of  credit  referrino:  to 
money,  with  regard  to  which  it  exprefles  a  right, 
but  not  an  intrinfic  value,  i\  piece  of  coined  cop- 
per, for  inftance,  is  a  bill  of  credit,  on  a  portion 
of  that  metal  which  is  adopted  as  the  flandard  of 
value  ;  for  coined  copper  has  by  no  means  the  in- 
trinfic value  of  that  portion  of  money  which  it 
feprefents. 

Banks, 

Ohfci'vations , — Banks  are  an  important  article 
in  the  commonwealth  ;  the  proportion  which 
they  obferve  between  the  money  they  contain, 
and  the  bills  they  circulate,  is  their  great  fecret, 
the  criterion  of  their  folidity.  Thofe  which 
have  little  or  no  money,  and  which  circulate 
many  bills,  are  in  a  precarious  and  dangerous 
condition.  Read  with  attention  in  Smith,  the 
Hiilory  of  Banks  in  Scotland.  It  is  very  natural 
to  be  led  aflray  on  this  fubje6V,  which  cannot  be 
^00  much  fimplitied^  if  you  wiih  to  examine  it 
thoroughly. 

Federal 
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Federal  Revenue  of  each  State — 'Taxes  which  they 
hnpofe — Manner   of  colic £img  them — Effe^  of 
thefe  Taxes, 

Obfei'vations. — What  is  the  prevalUng  fyflem 
of  taxation  ?  Is  land  confidered  as  the  balls  of 
taxes?  In  that  cafe,  is  it  known  that  it  is  dan- 
gerous to  dilcourage  the  farmer  ?  Why  have 
they  not  referved  a  domain- to  the  States  ? 

The  Federal  Dekt  of  every  State — Thofe  of  Indi^ 
viduals — Federal  Expences  of  each  State — Their 
Accountability. 

Ohfervat ions. -r-The  debt  has  been  reduced  ; 
and  they  juftify  this  redudlion  by  the  enormous 
prices  of  provifions  and  ftores  which  have  formed 
the  debt.  Read  again  the  memoirs  of  Mr.  S. 
you  will  fee  that  there  was  a  moment  when  the 
Icale  of  depreciation  was  unjufl. 

There  are  curious  enquiries  to  be  made  on 
this  fubjed.  Why  did  they  gain  {o  much  be- 
fore they  allowed  a  depreciation  ?  Becaufe  they 
ran  a  rilk  of  another  kind  ;  they  doubted  of  the 
pofTibility  of  payment,  becaufe  they  were  not 
fure  of  the  fuccefs  of  the  revolution.  Jn  this 
point  of  view,  how  do  they  juftify  the  fcale  of 
depreciation,  efpecially  towards  thofe  who  had 
no  interefl  in  the  revolution  ? 

Money 
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Money  was  very  fcarce ;  this  was  ^  great  caufe 
pf  difcredit.  It  myfthave  been  diftreffing  tp  thofe 
>vho  were  reduced  to  the  neceflity  of  borrowing: 
hence  great  augmentations  in  the  prices  qf  ar- 
ticles. In  fome  inftances  was  not  the  redudioii 
Tunjuft?  This,  taken  from  firft  to  laft,  muft  be 
a  very  curious  hiftory.  It  will,  perhaps,  teach 
■us,  that  they  have  rriade  a  fraudulent  bankrupt- 
cy. But,  in  this  cafe,  there  is  nothing  to  fear 
from  this  conclufion ;  befides,  fuppoiing  extor- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  creditors,  it  does  not  juf- 
tify  a  reduflion  on  the  part  of  the  debtor :  no- 
thing but  necefiity  can  juftify  this.  The  new 
Encyclopedia  fays,  that  the  diforders  which 
pccafioned  the  depreciation,  exifted  before  the- 
war. 

But  if  paper-money  exifted  then,  that  of  every 
{late  was  not  in  difcredit ;  and  yet  the  deprecia- 
tion has  flruck  at  all  paper-money  without  ex- 
ception. 

It  is  faid  in  the  Encyclopedia,  that  the  depre- 
piation  has  not  injured  Grangers.     Is  this  a  fad  ? 

It  is  very  important  to  obtain  a  juft  idea  of  the 
public  expences  neceffary  to  the  Americans  ia 
futi|re ;  and  to  penetrate,  as  much  as  poffible, 
the  public  opinion  on  this  fubje^l.  What  do 
they  think  of  loans  ?  They  are  fometimes  a  be- 
nefit ;   but  the  wifeft  governments  are  the  mofl 

careful 
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careful  to  avoid  this  refource.  When  they  once 
beo-in,  they  know  not  where  they  can  ftop. 

Public  loans  are  always  fo  much  taken  from 
induftry  ;  and  the  theory  of  reftoring  to  it  what 
is  thus  taken,  is  always  deceitful. 

The  Americans  ought  to  hold  them  in  aver- 
iion,  from  the  evils  which  they  now  experience 
from  them ;  at  lead,  unlefs  they  owe  their  liber- 
ty to  them. 

State  of  the  Country  near  the  great  "Towns — In- 
ter'tor  Farts — Frontiers — Cultivation ;  Its  Ex- 
pences  and  Produce ;  clearing  new  Lands ;  what 
encourages  or  hlndei  s  it — Money  circulating  in 
ihe  Country — Country  Manufactures . 

Ohfervations. — It  is  faid  that  the  lands  are  un- 
cultivated near  New  York  ;  that  this  town  is 
furroundcd  with  forefts,  and  that  though  fire- 
wood is  cheap,  they  prefer  coals,  even  at  a  high 
price. 

It  fhould  feem,  that  commerce  was  in  fuch  a 
flate  at  New  York,  that  agriculture  is  defpifed 
there,  or  that  they  purchafe  provifions  at  a  lower 
price  than  they  can  raife  them.  If  this  be  true, 
there  are  fmgularities  to  be  explained,  which  we 
know  nothing  of  in  Europe. 

Confider  the  fl:ate  of  commerce  and  of  agri- 
culture in  America,  under  fuch  a  point  of  view 
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as  to  determine  why  they  incline  to  the  one  ra« 
ther  than  to  the  other. 

You  will  find,  perhaps,  that  the  origin  of  new 
comers  determines  their  vocation.  The  Englifh 
arrive  with  their  heads  filled  with  commerce, 
becaufe  they  have  feme  property;  the  Scotch, 
Irifh,  Germans,  and  others,  who  arrive  poor, 
turn  to  agriculture,  and  are,  befides,  for  the 
greater  part,  peafants.  In  clearing  up  thefe 
fa6ls,  you  will  tell  us  what  a  little  property,  the 
love  of  labour,  united  to  fimplicity  of  manners, 
and  turned  to  agriculture,  will  produce. 

What  is  the  true  reafon  of  the  low  price  of 
cultivated  farms  and  houfes  ?  Doubtlefs  there 
is  a  great  excefs  of  produ«5lions,  compared  with 
the  confumptions;  in  that  cafe,  farming  renders 
little  profit. 

They  fpeak  much  of  the  advantages  of  rear- 
ing cattle.  Nations  have  prejudices,  taftes,  whims, 
like  individuals.  What  do  they  think  of  manu- 
factures in  the  United  States  ?  What  is  the  pre- 
vailing; mode  of  ao-riculture  in  America  ?  Do 
they  fpeak  of  the  great  and  the  little  culture? 

Private  Morals  in  the  'Towns  and  in  the  Country, 

Obfervations. — Do  you  find  manners  truly 
American  ?  or  do  not  you  rather,  at  every  in- 
fant, find  Europe  at  your  heels  ?    Speak  to  us 

of 
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of  education  public  and  private.  Do  they,  as  itt 
Europe,  facrifice  the  time  of  the  youth  in  ufe- 
lefs  and  infignificant  ftudies  ?  Make  acquaint- 
ance, as  far  as  poffible,  with  the  minifters  of  re- 
ligion. Is  paternal  authority  more  refpe£ted 
there,  than  in  Europe  ?  Does  the  mild  education 
of  RoufTeau  prevail  among  the  free  Americans  ? 

Inequalities  of  Fortune, 

Forget  not,  under  this  head,  the  fubjecfl  of 
marriages,  dowers,  and  teftaments.  Ufages,  ia 
thefe  refpcdls,  prevent  or  accelerate  inequality* 
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LETTER    L 

From  M.   de   W  A  R  V  I  L  L  E. 

Havre  de  Grace,  June  3,  1788. 

I  AM  at  laft,  my  friend,  arrived  near  the  ocean, 
and  in  fight  of  the  ihip  that  is  to  carry  mc 
from  my  country.  I  quit  it  without  regret; 
fince  the  minifterial  defpotifm  which  over- 
whelms it,  leaves  nothing  to  expect  for  a  ionof 
time,  but  frightful  florms,  (lavery,  or  war. 
May  the  woes  which  threaten  this  fine  coun- 
try, fpare  what  I  leave  in  it,  the  moft  dear  to 
my  heart ! 

1  fhall  not  defcribe  the  cities  and  countries 
which  I  have  paffed  on  my  way  hither.  My 
imagination  was  too  full  of  the  diftreffing  fpec- 
tacle  I  was  leaving  behiiid ;  my  mind  was 
thronged  with  too  many  cares  and  fears,  to  be 
able  to  make  obfervations.  Jnfenfible  to  all  the 
fcenes  which  prefented  themfelves  to  me,  I  was 
with  difficulty  drawn  from  this  intelledlual  pa- 
ralyfiS,  at  the  view  of  fome  parts  of  Normandy, 
which  brought  England  to  my  mind. 

The  fields  of  Normandy,  efpecially  the  can- 
ton of  Caux,   difplay  a  great  variety  of  culture. 

3  The 
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The  houfes  of  the  peafants,  better  built,  and 
better  lighted  than  thofe  of  Picardy  and  Beauce, 
announce  the  eafe  which  genetally  reigns  in  this 
province.     The  peafants  are  well  clad.     You 
know  the  odd  head-drefs  of  the  wonnen  of  Caux ; 
the  cap  in  the  form  of  a  pyramid,  the  hair  turn- 
ed  back,  conftrained,  plaiftered  with  powder  and 
o-reafe,  and  the  tinfel  which  always  disfigures 
fimple  nature.     But  wc  excufe  this  little  lux- 
ury, in  confidering  that,  if  their  hulbands  were 
as  miferable  as  the  peafants  of  other  provinces^ 
they  would  not  have  the  means  of  paying  ths 
expence.     The  Norman  peafants  have  that  air 
of  contentment  and  independence  which  is  ob-^ 
fervable  in  thofe  of  the  Auftriiui  Flanders  ;   that 
calm  and  open  countenance,  an  infallible  fign  of 
the  happy  mediocrity,  the  moral  goodnefs,  and 
the  dignity  of  man.     If  ever  France  fhall  be 
governed  by  a  free  conftitution,   no  province  is 
better  fituated,   or  enjoys  more  means  to  arrive 
at  a  high  degree  of  profperity. 

Bolbec  and  Bottes,  near  Havre,  contain  fome 
fituations  quite  pitSlurefque  and  delicious  for  the 
hermitage  of  a  philofopJier,  or  the  raanfion  of 
a  family  who  feek  their  happinefs  within  them- 
felves. 

I  fled  from  Rouen  as  from  all  o-reat  towns. 

o 

Mifcry  dwells  there   at  the  lide  of  opulence. 

You 
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You  there  meet  a  numerous  train  of  wretches 
covered  with  rags,  with  fallow  complexions, 
and  deformed  bodies.  Every  thing  announces 
that  there  arc  manufa£lories  in  that  town ;  that 
is  to  fay,  a  crowd  of  milerable  beings,  who 
perlfli  with  hunger,  to  enable  others  to  fwim  in 
opulence. 

The  merchants  at  Havre  complain  much  of 
the  treaty  of  commerce  between  France  and 
England  ;  they  think  it  at  leall:  premature,  con- 
lidering  our  want  of  a  conflitution,  and  the  fu- 
periority  of  the  Englifh  induflry.  They  com- 
plain likewife  that  the  merchant  was  not  con- 
fulted  in  forming  it.  I  endeavoured  to  confole 
them,  by  faying,  that  the  confequences  of  this 
treaty,  joined  with  other  circumflances,  would 
doubtlefs  lead  to  a  free  conflitution  ;  which,  by 
knocking  off  the  fhac'kles  from  the  French 
induftry  and  com^merce,  would  enable  us  to  re- 
pair our  loffes ;  and  that  fome  bankruptcies 
would  be  but  a  fmall  price  for  liberty.  With 
regard  to  the  indifference  of  the  miniftry  in  con- 
fulting  the  merchants,  I  convinced  them,  that 
it  was  as  much  the  refult  of  fervile  fear,  and 
want  of  public  fpirit  in  the  merchants,  as  of  the 
principles  of  an  unlimited  monarchy.  It  admits 
to  the  adminiftration  none  but  fhort-fighted  in- 

VoL.  L  F  trigucrs. 
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triguers,   and  prefumptuous  knaves ;   and  thb 
kind  of  minifters  love  not  confultations. 

Havre  is,  next  to  Nantz  and  Bordeaux,  the 
rnoft  confiderable  place  for  the  flave  trade. 
Many  rich  boufes  in  this  city  owe  their  for- 
tunes to  this  infamous  traffic,  v/hich  increafes, 
inftead  of  diminiftiing.  There  is,  at  prefent,  a 
great  demand  for  flaves  in  the  colonies,  occa- 
fioned  by  the  augmentation  of  the  demand  for 
■  fugar,  coffee,  and  cotton  in  Rurope.  Is  it  true 
then  that  wealth  increafes  ?  You  may  believe  it, 
perhaps,  if  you  look  into  England ;  but  the  in- 
terior parts  of  France  give  no  fuch  idea. 

Our  negro  traders  believe,  that  v^^ere  it  not 
for  the  confiderable  premiums  given  by  the  go- 
vernment, this  trade  could  not  fubiift  ^  becaufe 
the  Englilh  fell  their  flaves  at  a  much  lower 
price  than  the  French.     I  have  many  of  thefe 
details  from  an  American  captain,  who  is  weli 
acquainted  with  the  Indies,   and  with  Africa, 
He  afTures  me,   that  the  negroes  are  in  general 
treated  much  better  on  board  the  French  than 
the  Englifli  fhips.     And,   perhaps,  this  is  the 
reafon  why  the  French  cannot  fupport  a  con- 
currence with  the  Englifjh,   who  nourifh  them 
worfe,  and  expend  Icfs. 

I  fpoke  with  fome  of  thefe  merchants  of  the 

focietics 
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focietles  formed  in  America,  England,  and 
France,  for  the  abolition  of  this  horrid  com- 
merce. They  did  not  know  of  their  exigence, 
and  they  confidercd  their  efforts  as  the  move** 
ments  of  a  blind  and  dangerous  enthufiafm. 
Filled  with  old  prejudices,  and  not  having  read 
any  of  the  profound  difcuffions  which  this  phi- 
lofophical  and  political  infurredion  has  excited 
in  England,  they  ceafed  not  to  repeat  to  me, 
that  the  culture  of  fugar  could  not  be  carried 
on  but  by  the  blacks,  and  by  black,  (laves.  The 
whites,  they  fay,  cannot  undertake  it,  on  ac- 
count of  the  extreme  heat ;  and  no  work  can  be 
drawn  out  of  the  blacks  but  by  the  force  of  the 
whip. 

To  this  objed'ion,  as  to  twenty  others  which 
I  have  heard  a  hundred  times  repeated,  I  oppofed 
the  vii£lorious  anfwers  which  you  know*;  but  I 
converted  nobody.  Intereil  dill  fpeaks  too  hio-h  ; 
and  it  is  not  enough  inftruded. 

Thefe  French  merchants  have  confirmed  to' 
me  a  fa 61,  which  the  fociety  in  London  has  an- 
nounced to  us ;  it  is,  that  the  EngliOi  carry  on. 
this  trade  under  the  name  of  French  houfes,  and 
thus  obtain  the  premiums  which  the  French  o-q- 
vernment  gives  to  this  commerce.     Thefe  pre- 

*  See  Clarkfoiij  FrofTard,  &c. 

Fz  miums 
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tniums  amount  to  one  half  of  the  original  price 
oftheflaves. 

I  mentioned  to  them  an  eftablifhment  formed 
at  Sierra  Leona,  to  cultivate  fugar  by  free  hands, 
and  extend  their  culture  and  civilization  in 
Africa.  They  anfwered  me,  that  this  fettle- 
ment  would  not  long  fubfift :  that  the  French 
and  EngliHi  merchants  viewed  it  with  an  evil 
eye,  and  would  employ  force  to  deftroy  their 
rifing  colony*. 

Tliefc  merchants  appeared  to  me  to  have  more 
prejudice  than  inhumanity ;  and  that  if  they 
could  be  told  of  a  new  commerce  more  advan- 
tao-eous,  it  would  not  be  difficult  to  induce  them 
to  abandon  the  fale  of  the  wretched  Africans. 
Write  then,  print,  and  be  not  weary  in  giving 
information. 

I  fee  in  this  port  one  of  thofc  packets  def- 
tined  for  the  corrcfpondence  between  France  and 
the  United  States,  and  afterwards  employed  in 
the  very  ufelefs  and  expenfive  royal  correfpond- 
ence  with  our  Iflands ; — a  fyftem  adopted  only 
to  favour,  at  the  public  expence,  fome  of  the 
creatures  of  the   miniilry.     This  fliip,  called 

*  This  infernal  projc£t  has  fucceeded,  but  the  triumph  will 

not  be  long  ;  for  two  focieties  are  formed  in  London,  to  colo- 

niy.e  in  Africa,  and  civilize  the  blacks.     Sec,   on  this  fubjedl, 

an  excellent  pamphlet,  entitled,  L'yfmiral  refute  par  lui  mitne. 

8  Marecbal 


UNITED    STATES    OF    AMERICA.  69 

Marechal  de  Cafirles^  was  built  in  America,  and 
is  an  excellent  faller.  This  is  the  beft  anfwer 
to  all  the  tables  uttered  at  the  Office  of  Marine 
at  Verfailles,  againfl  the  American  timber,  and 
the  American  conilruiftion. 

Adieu,  my  friend  !  the  wind  is  fair,  and  wc 
are  on  the  point  of  embarking  I  am  impatient ; 
for  every  thing  here  afflidts  me ;  even  the  ac- 
cents of  patriotifm  are  alarming  and  fufpicious. 
Such  is  the  fatal  influence  of  arbitrary  govern- 
ments :  they  fever  all  connexions,  they  cramp 
confidence,  induce  fufpicion,  and,  of  confe^- 
quence,  force  men  of  liberty  and  fenfibility  to 
fequefter  themfelves,  to  be  wretched,  or  to  live 
in  eternal  fear.  I  paint  to  you,  here,  the  mar- 
tyrdom which  I  have  endured  for  lix  months ; 
I  have  not  it^xi  a  new  face,  that  has  not  given 
me  fufpicion.  This  fituation  is  too  violent  for 
me — in  a  few  hotirs  my  breafl:  will  be  at  eafe, 
my  foul  will  be  quiet.  What  happinefs  I  am 
going  to  enjoy  in  breathing  a  free  air ! 
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LETTER    ir. 

Bofton,  July  30,  1788. 
■\X7lTH  what  joy,  my  good  friend,  did  I  leap 
to  this  fhore  of  liberty  !     I  was  weary  of 
the  fea ;  and  the  fight  of  trees,  of  towns,   and 
€ven  of  nnen,    gives  a  delicious  refrefhment  to 
eyes  fatigued  with  the  defert  of  the  ocean.     I 
flew  from  defpotifm,   and  came  at  lafl  to  enjoy 
the  fpe6:acle  of  liberty,  among  a  people,  where 
nature,  education,  and  habit  had  engraved  the 
equality  of  rights,   which  every   where  elfe  is 
treated  as  a  chimera.     With  what   pleafure  did 
I  contemplate  this  town,   which  firfl  (hook  ofF 
the  Enghlh  yoke  !    which,  for  a  long  tiiiie,  re- 
fifted  all  the  fedudions,  all  the  menaces,  all  the 
horrors  of  a  civil  war  !   How  I  delighted  to  wan- 
der up  and  down  that  long  ftreet,  v\  hofe  limplc 
houfes  of  wood  border  the  magnificent  channel 
of  Bofton,  and  whofe  full  {lores  offer  me  all  the 
produ61:ions  of  the  continent  which  I  had  quit- 
ted!    How  I  enjoyed  the  activity  of  the  mer- 
chants, the  artizans,  and  the  lailors !  It  was  not 
the  noify  vortex  of  Paris ;    it  was  not  the  un- 
qiliet,  eager  mien  of  ray  countrymen;   it  was 
the  fimple,  dignified  air  of  men,  who  are  con- 

fcious 
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fcious  of  liberty,  and  who  fee  in  all  men  their 
brothers  and  their  equals.  Every  thing  in  this 
flreet  bears  the  marks  of  a  town  flill  in  its  in- 
fancy, but  which,  even  in  its  infancy,  enjoys  a 
great  profperity.  I  thought  myfelf  in  that  Sa- 
lentum,  of  which  the  lively  pencil  of  Fenelon 
has  left  us  fo  charming  an  image.  But  the  prof- 
perity of  this  new  Salentum  was  not  the  work  of 
one  man,  of  a  king,  or  a  miniiler ;  it  is  the  fruit 
of  liberty,  that  mother  of  induftry;  Every 
thing  is  rapid,  every  thing  great,  every  thing 
durable  with  her,  A  royal  or  minifterial  prof- 
perity, like  a  king  or  a  minifler,  has  only  the 
duration  ©f  a  moment.  Bofton  is  jufl:  rifing  from 
the  devaftations  of  war,  and  its  commerce  is 
flourifliing ;  its  manufactures,  productions,  arts, 
and  fciences,  offer  a  number  of  curious  and  in-^ 
terefting  obfervations. 

The  manners  of  the  people  are  not  exactly 
the  fame  as  defcribed  by  M.  de  Crevecoeur,  You 
no  longer  meet  here  that  Prefbyterian  auflerity, 
which  interdided  all  pleafures,  even  that  of 
walking;  which  forbade  travelUng  on  Sunday, 
which  perfecuted  men  whole  opinions  were  dif- 
ferent from  their  own.  The  Boftonians  unite 
iimplicity  of  morals  with  that  French  politencfs 
and  delicacy  of  manners  which  render  virtue 
Riore  amiable.    They  are  hofpitable  to  flr^ngers, 

F  4  and 
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and  obliging  to  friends  ;  they  are  tender  huf- 
bands,  fond  and  almofl  idolatrous  parents,  and 
kind  mafters.  Mufic,  which  their  teachers  for- 
merly profcribed  as  a  diabolic  art,  begins  to 
make  part  of  their  education.  In  fome  houfes 
you  hear  the  forte-piano.  This  art,  it  is  true, 
is  ftill  in  its  infancy ;  but  the  young  novices 
who  exercife  it,  are  fo  gentle,  fo  complaifant, 
and  fo  modeft,  that  the  proud  perfedlion  of  art 
gives  no  pleafure  equal  to  what  they  afford. 
God  grant  that  the  Boftonian  women  may  never, 
like  thofe  of  France,  acquire  the  malady  of  per- 
fection in  this  art !  It  is  never  attained,  but  at 
the  expence  of  the  domeftic  virtues. 

The  young  women  here  enjoy  the  liberty 
they  do  in  England,  that  they  did  in  Geneva 
"when  morals  were  there,  and  the  republic  exift- 
ed  ;  and  they  do  not  abufe  it.  Their  frank  and 
tender  hearts  have  nothing  to  fear  from  the  per- 
fidy of  men.  Examples  of  this  perfidy  are  rare ; 
the  vows  of  love  are  believed  ;  and  love  always 
refpeCts  them,  or  fhame  follows  the  guilty. 

The  Boflonian  mothers  are  relerved ;  their 
air  is  however  frank,  good,  and  communicative. 
Entirely  devoted  to  their  families,  they  are  oc- 
cupied in  rendering  their  hufl)ands  happy,  and 
in  training  their  children  to  virtue. 

The  law  denounces  heavy  penalties  again  ft 

adultery ; 
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adultery  ;  fuch  as  the  pillory,  and  imprifonment. 
This  law  has  fcarcely  ever  been  called  into  exe- 
cution. It  is  becaufe  families  are  happy ;  and 
they  are  pure,  becaufe  they  are  happy. 

Neatnefs  without  luxury,  is  a  chara6leriftic 
feature  of  this  purity  of  manners  ;  and  this  neat-» 
nefs  is  feen  every  where  at  Boflon,  in  their 
drefs,  in  their  houfes,  and  in  their  churches. 
Nothing  is  more  charming  than  an  infide  view 
of  a  church  on  Sunday.  The  good  cloth  coat 
covers  the  man ;  callicoes  and  chintzes  drefs  the 
women  and  children,  without  being  fpoiled  by 
thofe  gewgaws  which  whim  and  caprice  have 
added  to  them  among  our  women.  Powder 
and  pomatum  never  fully  the  heads  of  infants 
and  children :  I  fee  them  with  pain,  however, 
on  the  heads  of  men  :  they  invoke  the  art  of 
the  hair-dreffer ;  for,  unhappily,  this  art  has  al- 
ready crofled  the  feas. 

I  fhall  never  call  to  mind,  without  emotion,  the 
pleafure  I  had  one  day  in  hearing  the  refpedlable 
Mr.  Clarke,  fucceflbr  to  the  learned  Dodor 
Chauncey,  the  friend  of  mankind.  His  church 
is  in  dole  union  with  that  of  Dodlor  Cooper,  to 
whom  every  good  Frenchman,  and  every  friend 
of  liberty,  owes  a  tribute  of  gratitude,  for  the 
love  he  bore  the  French,  and  the  zeal  with 
which  he  defended  and  preached  the  American 

independence. 
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independence.  I  remarked  in  this  auditory,  the 
exterior  of  that  eafe  and  contentment  of  which 
I  have  fpoken  ;  that  colle£led  cahxinefs,  refulting 
from  the  habit  of  gravity,  and  the  confcious 
prefence  of  the  Ahuighty  ;  that  rehgious  de- 
cency, v/hich  is  equally  diftant  from  grovelling 
idolatry,  and  from  the  light  and  wanton  airs  of 
thofe  Europeans  who  go  to  a  church  as  to  a 
theatre. 

Spe£latum  veniunt,  venlunt  fpedentur  ut  ipfe. 

But,  to  crown  my  happinefs,  I  faw  none  of 
thofe  livid  wretches,  covered  with  rags,  who  in 
Europe,  foliciting  our  compaffion  at  the  foot  of 
the  altar,  feem  to  bear  teftimony  againfl  Provi- 
dence, our  humanity,  and  the  order  of  fociety. 
The  difcourfe,  the  prayer,  the  worfliip,  every 
thing,  bore  the  fame  fimplicity.  The  fermon 
breathed  the  befl  morality,  and  it  was  heard 
with  attention. 

The  excellence  of  this  morality  charaderizes 
almofl  all  the  fermons  of  all  the  fe^ls  through 

o 

the  Continent.  The  minifters  rarely  fpeak  dog- 
mas :  unlverf\l  tolerance,  the  child  of  American 
independence,  has  banlihed  the  preaching  of 
dojimas,  which  alvvavs  leads  to  difcuffion  and 
quarrels.  All  the  feels  admit  nothing  but  mo- 
rality, which  is  thg. fame  in  all,  and  the  only 
preaching  proper  for  a  great  fociety  of  brothers: 

This 
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This  tolerance  is  unlimited  at  Boftoii ;  a  town 
formerly  witnefs  of  bloody  perfecutions,  ef- 
pecially  againft  the  Quakers  ;  where  many  of 
this  fe6l  paidj  with  their  life,  for  their  perfever- 
ance  in  their  religious  opinions.  Juft  Heaven  I 
how  is  it  poffible  there  can  exift  men  believing 
{incerely  in  God,  and  yet  barbarous  enough  to 
infli^l  death  on  a  woman,  the  intrepid  Dyer*, 

becaufe 

*  M.  de  Warville  appears  to  have  been  mifinformed  with 
refpeft  to  the  feverity  of  the  perfecutions  againft  the  Quakers  in 
Mafiachufetts  j  and  particularly  the  circumftances  relating  to 
Mrs.  Dyer.  This  woman,  I  believe,  is  the  only  perfon  ever 
put  to  death  in  that  colony  for  any  thing  connecled  with  reli- 
gious principles.  The  higheft  penalties  inflidled  by  law  againft 
the  Quakers,  or  any  other  fe6l,  on  account  of  its  religion,  was 
banifhment.  The  Quakers  then  formed  a  fettlement  at  Rhode- 
Ifland  ;  but  feveral  of  ihem  returned  frequently  to  MalTachu- 
fetts,  with  fuch  a  zeal  for  making  profelytes,  as  to  difturb  the 
order  of  fociety.  The  difobedience  of  returning  from  banifh- 
ment  was  then  interdicted  by  the  penalty  of  whipping  ;  this  not 
anfwering  the  purpofe,  the  terrors  of  death  were  added.  This 
unhappy  woman,  infpired,  it  feems,  with  the  frenzy  of  martyr- 
dom, came  to  provoke  the  pains  of  this  fevere  law.  She  raved 
in  the  ftreets,  againft  the  magiftrates  and  the  church  j  went  into 
religious  aflemblies,  raifed  loud  cries  to  drown  the  voice  of  the 
preachers,  called  them  the  worfliippers  of  Baal;  defied  the 
judges,  and  faid  (he  would  leave  them  no  peace  till  they  ftiould 
incur  the  vengeance  of  Heaven,  and  the  downfall  of  their  own 
feci,  by  putting  her  to  death  ! 

The  caufes  on  both  parties,  which  led  to  this  event,  were 
doubtlefs  culpable  5  but,  to  compare  the  demerit  of  each,  would 

require 
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becaufe  fhe  theed  and  thou  d  men,  becaufe  fiie 
did  not  believe  in  the  divine  miffion  of  priefts,  be- 
caufe iTie  would  follow  the  Gofpel  literally  ?  But 
let  us  draw  the  curtain  over  thefe  fcenes  of  hor- 
ror ;  they  will  never  again  fully  this  new  conti- 
nent, deftined  by  Heaven  to  be  the  afylum  of 
liberty  and  humanity.  Every  one  at  prefent 
worlhips  God  in  his  own  way,  at  Boflon.  Ana- 
baptifts,  Methodifts,  Quakers,  and  Catholics,  pro- 
fefs  openly  their  opinions ;  and  all  offices  of  go- 
vernment, places,  and  emoluments,  are  equally 

open 

require  a  refearch  equally  difficult  and  ufelefs  at  the  prefent 
day.  Perfecution  and  contumacy  are  reciprocal  caufes  and  ef- 
fefls  of  the  fame  evils  in  fociety ;  and  perhaps  thefe  particular 
perfecuted  Quakers  were  as  different  in  their  chara£ler  from 
the  prefent  refpedlable  order  of  Friends  in  America^  as  the  firfi: 
Puritans  of  Softon  were  from  its  prefent  inhabitants. 

The  delirium  about  witchcraft  in  Maflachufetts,  is  rometlmes 
jgnorantly  confounded  with  the  perfecution  of  the  Quakers. 

Translator, 

In  confequence  of  the  above  noie'i  appearing  in  the  former  edition^ 
the  editor  has  been  favoured  with  the  following  letter .,  which  he 
takes,  the  opportunity  of  inferting  in  this  place* 

To  THE  Translator  or  Brijfot  de  IVarville^s  Travels. 

•'  HAVING  obferved  a  note  refpeding  the  perfecution  of 
the  people  called  Quakers  in  New-England,  wherein  it  is  af- 

■  ferted, 
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open  to  all  fe(5ls.  Virtue  and  talents,  and  not  reli- 
gious opinions,  arc  the  tefts  of  public  confidence. 

The  minifters  of  different  fedls  live  in  fuch 
harmony,  that  they  liipply  each  other's  places 
when  any  one  is  detained  from  his  pulpit. 

On  feeing  men  think  lo  differently  on  matters 
of  religion,  and  yet  poffefs  fuch  virtues,  it  may 
be  concluded,  that  one  maj^  be  v^ry  honeft,  and 
believe,  or  not  believe,  in  tranfubflantiatlon,  and 
the  word.  They  have  concluded  that  it  is  befi 
to  tolerate  each  other,  and  that  this  is  the  wor- 
ihip  moft  agreeable  to  God. 

Before  this  opinion  was  fo  general  amono- 
them,   they  had  eftabhflied  another  :   it  was  the 

ferted,  that  no  other  perfon  fuffered  death  on  a  religious  ac- 
count but  Mary  Dyer,  whofe  behaviour  there  is  extremely  mif- 
reprefented,  we  call  on  the  publiflier  to  flate  this  matter  truly 
(according  to  divers  authentic  accounts),  finding  the  Tranfla- 
tor  had  received  his  information  throijgh  fome  vary  erroneous 
channel. 

"  It  is  certain  that  Marmaduke  Stevenfon,  "VViJIIam  Robin- 
fon,  and  William  Leddra,  alfo  fuffered  death  at  Bofton,  for  no 
other  caufe  than  their  confcientious  diflent  from  the  ecclefiaftical 
eflablifhment  there.  Thefe  faits  are  fully  flated  in  Gough*s 
Hiflory  of  the  People  called  Quakers,  page  391,  404,  473  to 

476- 

Wm.  Fair  bank,  Sheffield, 

Jeremiah  Waring,  Alton^  Hants. 

!P.  S.  We  confider  the  re£lifying  of  the  above  note  as  an 
adt  of  juftice  due  to  the  fociety  of  which  we  are  members.'* 

neccflity 
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neceffity  of  reducing  divine  worfhip  to  the  great- 
eft  fimplicity,  to  difconned  it  from  all  its  fuper- 
ftitious  ceremonies,  which  gave  it  the  appear- 
ance of  idolatry  ;  and  particularly,  not  to  give 
their  priefts  enormous  falaries,  to  enable  them 
to  live  in  luxury  and  idlenefs  ;  in  a  v^^ord,  to  re- 
ftore  the  evangelical  fimplicity.  They  have  fuc- 
ceeded.  In  the  country,  the  church  has  a 
'rlebe  :  in  tov^n,  the  minifters  live  on  colle6lions 
made  each  Sunday  in  the  church,  and  the  rents 
of  pews.  It  is  an  excellent  pradice  to  induce 
the  minifters  to  be  diligent  in  their  ftudies,  and 
faithful  in  their  duty;  for  the  preference  is  given 
to  him  whofe  difcourfes  pleafe  the  moft*,  and 
his  falary  is  the  mpft  confiderable :  while,  among 
us,  the  ignorant  and  the  learned,  the  debauchee 
and  the  man  of  virtue,  are  always  fure  of  their 

*  The  truth  of  this  remark  ftruck  mc  at  Bofton  and  elfe- 
Vrhere  in  the  United  States.  Almoft  all  the  minifters  are  men 
of  talents,  or  at  leaft,  men  of  learning.  With  thefe  precarious 
falaries,  the  minifters  of  Bofton  not  only  live  well,  but  they 
marry,  and  rear  large  families  of  children.  This  fail  confirms 
the  judicious  remarks  of  M.  Claviere  on  the  advantages  of  the 
priefts  marrying,  even  when  their  falary  is  fmall.  Their  alli- 
ance would  be  fought  after  by  fathers  who  would  wifh  to  give 
their  daughters  huftjands  well  inftruiled,  and  of  good  morals. 
The  fame  thing  will  happen  in  France  when  the  priefts  (hall 
be  allowed  to  marry.  They  ought  not  then  to  dread  marriage, 
though  their  falaries  fliould  be  fmall, 

livings. 
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Jlvings.  It  refults,  likevvife,  from  this,  that  a 
Aiode  of  worfhip  will  not  be  impofed  on  thofe 
who  do  not  believe  in  it.  Is  it  not  a  tyranny  to 
force  men  to  pay  for  the  fupport  of  a  fyflem 
which  they  abhor  ? 

The  Boftonians  are  become  fo  philofophical  on 
the  fubjefl  of  religion,  that  they  have  lately  or- 
dained a  man  who  was  refufed  by  the  bifhop. 
The  fed  to  which  he  belongs  have  inftalled  him 
in  their  church,  and  given  him  the  power  to 
preach  and  to  teach  ;  and  he  preaches,  and  he 
teaches,  and  difcovers  good  abilities;  for  the 
people  rarely  deceive  themfelves  in  their  choice. 
— This  economical  inflitution,  which  has  no 
example  but  in  the  primitive  church,  has  been 
cenfured  by  thofe  who  believe  ftill  in  the  tra- 
dition of  orders  by  the  dired  defcendants  of  the 
Apoftles.  But  the  Boftonians  are  fo  near  believ- 
ing that  every  man  may  be  his  own  preacher, 
that  the  apoftolic  dodrine  has  not  found  very 
warm  advocates.  They  will  foon  be,  in  Ame- 
rica, in  the  fituation  where  M.  d'Alembert  ha$ 
placed  the  miniflers  of  Geneva. 

Since  jthe  ancient  puritan  aufterity  has  dif- 
appeared,  you  are  no  longer  furprifed  to  fee  a 
game  of  cards  introduced  among  thefe  good 
Prefbyterians.  When  the  n:iind  is  tranquil,  m 
the  enjoyment  of  competence  and  peace,  it  is 
5  natural 
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natural  to  occupy  it  in  this  way,  efpecially  in  a 
country  where  there  is  no  theatre,  where  mea 
make  it  not  a  bulinefs  to  pay  court  to  the  wo- 
men, where  they  read  few  books,  and  cul- 
tivate ftill  lefs  the  fciences.  This  tafte  for  cards 
is  certainly  unhappy  in  a  republican  ftate.  The 
habit  of  them  contrails  the  mind,  prevents  the 
acquifition  of  ufeful  knowledge,  leads  to  idlenefs 
and  diffipation,  and  gives  birth  to  every  malig- 
nant paffion.  Happily  it  is  not  very  confiderable 
in  Bofton :  you  fee  here  no  fathers  of  families 
riiking  their  whole  fortunes  in  it. 

There  are  many  clubs  at  Bofton.  M.  Chaftel- 
lux  fpeaks  of  a  particular  club  held  once  a  week. 
I  was  at  it  feveral  times,  and  was  much  pleafed 
with  their  politenefs  to  flrangers,  and  the  know- 
ledo-e  difplayed  in  their  converfation.  There  is 
no  coffee-houfe  at  Bofton,  New  York,  or  Phi- 
ladelphia. One  houfe  in  each  town,  that  they 
call  by  that  name,  ferves  as  an  exchange. 

One  of  the  principal  pleafures  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  thefc  towns,  confifts  in  little  parties  for 
the  country  among  families  and  friends.  The 
principal  expence  of  the  parties,  efpecially  after 
dinner,  is  tea.  In  this,  as  in  their  whole  man- 
ner of  living,  the  Americans  in  general  refemble 
the  Englifh.  Punch,  warm  and  cold,  before 
dinner;  excellent  beef,  and  Spanifh  and  Bor- 
deaux 
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deanx  wines,  cover  their  tables,   always  folidly 
and  abundantly  ferved.     Spruce  beer,  excellent 
cyder,    and    Philadelphia    porter,    precede    the 
wines.    This  porter  is  equal  to  the  Englifh  :  the 
manufacture  of  it  faves  a  vafl  tribute  formerly 
paid  to  the  Englifh  induftry.     The  fame  may 
fooii  be  faid   with  refpedl   to   cheefe.     I  have 
often  found  American  cheefe  equal  to  the  bed 
Chefhire  of  England,  or  the  Rocfort  of  France, 
This  may  with  truth  be  faid  of  that  made  on  a 
farm  on  Elizabeth  Ifland,  belonging  to  the  re* 
ipedabie  Governor  Bowdoin. 

After  forcing  the  Englifh  to  give  up  their 
domination,  the  Americans  determined  to  rival 
them  in  every  thing  ufeful.  This  fpirit  of  emu- 
lation fhews  itfelf  every  where ;  it  has  ereded 
at  BoRon  an  extenfive  glafs  manufa(5lory,  be- 
longing to  M.  Breck  and  others. 

This  fpirit  of  emulation  has  opened  to  the 
Boflonians  fo  many  channels  of  commerce, 
which  lead  them  to  all  parts  of  the  globe. 

Nil  mortalibus  arduum  eft  i 
Audax  Japeti  genus. 

If  thefe  lines  could  ever  apply  to  any  people,  it 
is  to  the  free  Americans.  No  dan2:er,  no  dif- 
tance,  no  obftacle  impedes  them.  What  have 
they  to  fear?  All  mankind  are  their  brethren  ; 
they  wifli  peace  with  all. 

Vol,  I.  G  It 
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It  Is  this  fpirit  of  emulation  which  multiplied 
and  brings  to  perfection  fo  many  manufactories 
of  cordage  in  this  town;  which  has  erected  fila- 
tures of  hemp  and  flax,  proper  to  occupy  young- 
people,  without  fubjecting  them  to  be  crowded 
toa"ether  in  fuch  numbers  as  to  ruin  their  health 
and  their  morals ;  proper,  likewife,  to  occupy 
that  clafs  of  women  whom  the  long  voyages  of 
their  fcafarins;  hulbands  and  other  accidents  re- 
duce  to  inoccupation. 

To  this  fpirit  of  emulation  are  owing  the  ma- 
nufaftories  of  lalt,  nails,  paper  and  paper-hang- 
ings, which  are  multiplied  in  this  llate.  '  The 
rum  diitilleries  are  on  the  decline  fince  the  fup- 
preffion  of  the  flave  trade,  in  which  this  liquor 
was  employed,  and  fince  the  diminution  of  the 
life  of  ftrong  fpirits  by  the  country  people. 

This  is  fortunate  for  the  human  race  ;  and  the 
American  indufi:ry  will  foon  repair  the  fmall  lofs 
it  fuftains  from  the  decline  of  this  fabrication  of 
poifons. 

Maflachufetts  wifhes  to  rival,  in  manufac- 
tures, Connecticut  and  Pennfylvania ;  flie  has, 
like  the  laft,  a  lociety  formed  for  the  encourage- 
ment of  manufactures  and  induftry. 

The  grcateft  monuments  of  the  induftry  of 
this  ftatc,  are  the  three  bridges  of  Charles,  Mai- 
den, and  Effex. 

Bofioa 
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Bofton  has  the  glory  of  having  given  the  firft 
College  or  "Univerfity  to  the  new  world.  It  is 
placed  on  an  extenfive  plain,  four  miles  from 
Bofton,  at  a  place  called  Cambridge ;  the  origin 
of  this  ufeful  inftitution  was  in  1636.  The 
imagination  could  not  fix  on  a  place  that  could 
better  un'ite  all  the  conditions  effential  to  a  feat 
of  education  ;  fufHciently  near  to  Boflon  to  en- 
joy all  the  advantages  of  a  communication  with 
Europe  and  the  refl  of  the  world,  and  fuffi- 
ciently  diftant  not  to  expofe  the  fludents  to  the 
conta2;ion  of  licentious  manners  common  iu 
commercial  towns. 

The  air  of  Cam.bridge  is  pure,  and  the  en- 
virons charming,  offering  a  vail:  fpace  for  the  ex- 
ercife  of  the  youth. 

The  buildings  are  large,  numerous,  and  well 
diflributed.  But,  as  the  number  of  the  ftudents 
augments  every  day,  it  will  be  necefTary  foon  to 
augment  the  buildings.  The  library,  and  the 
cabinet  of  philofophy,  do  honour  to  the  inftitu- 
tion. The  firfl  contains  13,000  volumes.  The 
heart  of  a  Frenchman  palpitates  on  finding  the 
works  of  Racine,  of  Montefquieu,  and  the  En- 
cyclopaedia, where,  150  years  ago,  arofe  the 
fmoke  of  the  favao;e  calumet. 

The  reg;ulation  of  the  courfe  of  ftudies  here 
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IS  nearly  the  fame  as  that  at  the  univerfity  of 
Oxford.  1  think  it  impoffible  but  that  the  laft 
revolution  muft  introduce  a  great  reform.  Free 
men  ought  to  drip  themfelves  of  their  preju- 
dices, and  to  perceive,  that,  above  all,  it  is  ne- 
ceffary  to  be  a  man  and  a  citizen  ;  and  that  the 
ftudy  of  the  dead  languages,  of  a  faftidious  phi- 
lofophy  and  theology,  ought  to  occupy  few  of 
the  moments  of  a  life  which  might  be  ufefuUy 
employed  in  iVadies  more  advantageous  to  the 
great  family  of  the  human  race. 

Such  a  change  in  the  ftudies  is  more  probable, 
as  ail  academy  is  formed  at  Boflon,  compofed  of 
refpedable  men,  who  cultivate  all  the  fciences; 
and  who,  dtfengaged  from  religious  prejudices, 
will  doubtlefs  very  foon  point  out  a  courfe  of 
educatio-n  more  (liort,  and  more  fure  in  forming 
good  citizens  and  philofophers. 

Mr.  Bowdoiii,  prefident  of  this  academy,  is  a 
man  of  univerfal  talents.  He  unites  with  his 
profound  erudition  the  virtues  of  a  magiftrate, 
and  the  principles  of  a  republican  politician. 
His  conduct  has  never  difappointed  the  confi- 
dence of  his  fellov/- citizens;  though  his  fon-in- 
lavv,  Mr.  Temple,  has  incurred  their  univerlal 
deteflation,  for  the  verfatility  of  his  condud  dur- 
ing the  war,  and  his  open  attachment  to  the 

Britilh 
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Britifli  fince  the  peace.  To  recompeiife  him  for 
this,  the  Enghfli  have  given  him  the  contulate- 
general  of  America. 

But  to  return  to  the  univerfity  of  Cambridge, 
fuperintcnded  by  the  rcfpeclable  prefident  Wil- 
lard.  Amongr  the  afTociates  in  the  dircdioii 
of  the  ftudies  are  diflinguifhed  Dr.  Wigglef- 
worth  and  Dr.  Dexter,  The  latter  is  profeffor 
of  natural  philofophy,  chemiftry,  and  medicine ; 
a  man  of  exten(ive  knowledge,  and  great  mo- 
defly.  He  told  me,  to  my  great  fatisfadion, 
that  he  gave  lectures  on  the  experiments  of  our 
fchool  of  chemiftry.  The  excellent  work  of  my 
relpeclable'  mafter,  Dr.  Fourcroy,  was  in  his 
hands,  which  taught  him  the  rapid  ftrides  that 
this  fcience  has  lately  made  in  Europe. 

In  a  free  country  every  thing  ought  to  bear 
the  ftamp  of  patriotifm.  This  patriotifm,  fo 
happily  difplayed  in  the  foundation,  endowment, 
and  encouragement  of  his  univerfity,  appears 
every  year  in  a  folemn  feaft  celebrated  at  Cam- 
bridge in  honour  of  the  Scieni:es.  This  feafl, 
which  takes  place  once  a  year  in  all  the  colleges 
of  America,  is  called  the  commencemeiit :  it  re- 
lembles  the  exercifes  and  diftribution  of  prizes 
in  our  colleges.  It  is  a  day  of  joy  for  Bofton  ; 
ajmoll:  all  its  inhabitants  aflemble  in  Cambridge. 
The  moft  dillinguiihed  of  the  fludents  difplay 
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their  talents  in  the  prefence  of  the  public  ;  and 
thefe  exercifes,  which  are  generally  on  patriotic 
fubje£ts,  are  terminated  by  a  feafl,  where  reign, 
the  freefl  gaiety,  and  the  moft  cordial  fraternity. 

It  is  remarked,  that  in  countries  chiefly  de- 
voted to  commerce  the  faiences  are  not  carried 
to  any  high  degree.  This  remark  applies  to 
Bofton.  The  uniyerfity  certainly  contains  men 
of  worth  and  learning  ;  but  fcience  is  not  difFufed 
among  the  inhabitants  of  the  town.  CommercQ 
occupies  all  their  ideas,  turns  all  their  heads, 
and  abforbs  all  their  fpeculations.  Thus  you 
find  few  eflimable  works,  and  few  authors. 
The  expence  of  the  firft  volume  of  the  Memoirs 
of  the  Academy  of  this  town  is  not  yet  cover- 
ed ;  it  is  two  years  fince  it  appeared.  Some  time 
fince  was  publiflied,  the  Hiiliory  of  the  late 
Troubles  in  MafTachufetts ;  it  is  very  well  writ-r 
ten.  The  author  has  found  mucl>  difficulty  to 
indemnify  himfelf  for  the  expence  of  printing  it. 
Never  has  the  v^hole  of  the  precious  hiftory  of 
New  Hampfhire,  by  Belnap,  appeared,  for  want 
of  encouragement. 

Poets,  for  the  fame  reafon,  muft  be  more  rare 

than  other  writers.     They  fpeak,  however,  of 

an  original,  but  lazy  poet,  by  the  name  of  Allen, 

His  verfes  are  faid  to  be  full  of  warmth  and 

force.  They  mention,  particularly,  a  manufcript 

3  poem 
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poem  of  his  on  the  famous  battle  of  Bunker- 
bill;  but  he  will  not  print  it.  He  has  for  his 
reputation  and  his  money  the  carelefliiefs  of  La 
Fontaine, 

They  publifli  a  magazine  here,  though  the 
number  of  gazettes  is  very  coniiderable.  The 
multiplicity  of  gazettes  proves  the  activity  of 
commerce,  and  the  taile  for  politics  and  news ; 
the,  merits  and  multiplicity  of  literary  and  po- 
litical magazines  are  iigns  of  the  culture  of  the 
fciences. 

-> '  You  may  judge  from  thefe  details,  that  the 
arts,  except  thofe  that  refpedt  navigation,  do  not 
receive  much  encoura2;ement  here.  The  hiftorv 
of  the  planetarium  of  Mr.  Pope  is  a  proof  of  it. 
Mr.  Pope  is  a  very  ingenious  artifl,  occupied  in 
clock-making.  The  machine  which  he  has  con- 
ftrudled,  to  explain  the  movement  of  the  heavenly 
bodies,  would  aftonifli  you,  efpecially  when  you 
confider  that  he  has  received  no  fuccour  from 
Europe,  and  very  little  from  books.  He  owes  the 
whole  to  himfelf ;  he  is,  like  the  painter  Trum- 
bull, the  child  of  nature.  Ten  years  of  his  life 
have  been  occupied  in  perfecting  this  planetarium. 
He  had  opened  a  fubfcription  to  recompenfe  his 
trouble  ;  but  the  fublcription  was  never  full. 

This  difcouraged  artill  told  me  one  day,  that 
he  was  going  to  Europe  to  fell  this  machine, 
and  to  conftrud  others.     This  country,  faid  he, 

G  4  is 
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is  too  poor  to  encourage  the  arts.  Thefe  words, 
this  country  h  too  poor^  ft  ruck  me.  I  refle6i:ed, 
that  if  they  were  pronounced  in  Europe,  they 
might  lead  to  wrong  ideas  of  America ;  for  the 
idea  of  poverty  carries  that  of  rags,  of  hunger  ; 
and  no  country  is  more  diflant  from  that  fad 
condition.  When  riches  are  centered  in  a  few 
hands,  thefe  have  a  great  fuperfluity  ;  and  this 
fuperfluity  may  be  apphed  to  their  pleafures, 
and  to  favour  the  agreeable  and  frivolous  arts. 
When  riches  are  equally  divided  in  fociety 
there  is  very  little  fuperfluity,  and  confequently 
little  means  of  encouraging  the  agreeable  arts. 
But  which  of  thefe  two  countries  is  the  rich, 
and  which  is  the  poor  ?  According  to  the  Eu- 
ropean ideas,  and  In  the  fenfe  of  Mr.  Pope,  it  is 
the  firfl:  that  is  rich  ;  but  to  the  eye  of  reafon  it 
is  not;  for  the  other  is  the  happiefl:.  Hence  it 
refults,  that  the  ability  of  giving  encouragement 
to  the  agreeable  arts  is  a  lymptom  of  national 
calamity. 

Let  us  not  blame  the  Boftonians  ;  they  think 
of  the  ufeful,  before  procuring  to  themfelvcs  the 
agreeable.  I'hcy  have  no  brilliant  monuments; 
but  they  have  neat  and  commodious  churches, 
but  they  have  good  houfes,  but  they  have  fuperb 
bridges,  and  excellent  fhips.  Their  ftrects  are 
well  illuminated  at  night ;  while  many  ancient 
cities  of  Europe,  containing  proud  monuments 

of 
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of  art,  have  never  yet  thought  of  preventing  the 
fatal  effe£ls  of  no6lurnal  darknefs. 

Befides  the  focieties  for  the  encouragement  of 
agriculture  and  manufactures,  they  have  another, 
known  by  the  name  of  the  Humane  Society. 
Their  obje£l  is  to  recover  drowned  perfons.  It 
is  formed  after  the  fnodel  of  the  one  at  London, 
as  that  is  copied  from  the  one  at  Paris.  They 
follow  the  fame  methods  as  in  Europe,  and  have 
rendered  important  fuccours. 

The  Medical  Society  is  not  lefs  ufeful  than 
the  one  lafl  mentioned.  It  holds  a  correfpond- 
ence  with  all  the  country  towns ;  to  know  the 
iymptoms  of  local  difeafes,  propofe  the  proper 
remedies,  and  give  inftru<ftiQn  thereupon  to  their 
fellow-citizens. 

Another  eftablifhment  is  the  alms-houfe.  It 
is  deftined  to  the  poor,  who,  by  age  and  in- 
firmity, are  unable  to  gain  their  living.  It  con- 
tains at  prefent  about  150  perfons. 

Another,  called  the  work-houfe,  or  houfe  of 
corredion,  is  not  fo  much  peopled  as  you  might 
imagine.  In  a  riling  country,  in  an  adiveport, 
where  provifions  are  cheap,  good  morals  predo- 
minate, and  the  number  of  thieves  and  vaga- 
l)onds  is  fmall,  Thefe  are  vermin  attached  to 
mifery  ;  and  there  is  no  mifery  here. 

The  ftate  of  exports  and  imports  of  this  in- 
duftrious  people,  to  prove  to  you  how  many  new 

brandies 
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branches  of  commerce  they  have  opened  lincc 
the  peace,  I  refer  to  the  general  table  of  the 
commerce  of  the  United  States,  which  I  pro- 
pofe  to  lay  before  you. 

An  employment  which  is,  unhappily,  one  of 
the  moft  lucrative  in  this  ftate,  is  the  profeffion 
of  the  law.  They  preferve  ftill  the  expenfive 
forms  of  the  Englifh  pradlice,  which  good  fenfe, 
and  the  love  of  order,  ought  to  teach  them  to 
fupprefs ;  they  render  advocates  necelTary  :  they 
have  likewife  borrowed  from  their  fathers,  the 
Englifh,  the  habit  of  demanding  exorbitant  fees. 
But,  notwithflanding  the  abufes  of  law  proceed- 
ings, they  complain  very  little  of  the  lawyers. 
Thofe  with  whom  I  have  been  acquainted,  ap- 
pear to  enjoy  a  great  reputation  for  integrity ; 
fuch  as  Sumner,  Wendell,  Lowell,  Sullivan. 

They  did  themfelves  honour  in  the  affair  of 
the  Tender  AG:,  by  endeavouring  to  prevent  it 
from  being  enabled,  and  afterwards  to  diminlfli 
as  much  as  poffible  its  unjufl;  effects. 

It  is  in  p^rt  to  their  enlightened  philanthropy, 
that  is  to  be  attributed  the  law  of  the  26th  of 
March  1788,  which  condemns  to  heavy  penal' 
ties  all  perfons  who  fhall  ii^ipoit  or  export 
(laves,  or  be  concerned  in  this  infamous  traffic. 

Finally,  they  have  had  a  great  part  in  the  Re-, 
volution,  by  their  writings,  by  their  difcourfes, 

by 
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by  taking  the  lead  in  the  affairs  of  Congrefs, 
^nd  in  foreign  negociations. 

To  recall  this  memorable  period  is  to  bring 
to  mind  one  of  the  greatefh  ornaments  of  the 
American  bar,  the  celebrated  Adams ;  who,  from 
the  humble  ftation  of  a  fchool-mafter,  has  raifed 
himfelf  to  the  firft  dignities;  whofe  name  is  asf 
much  refpeded  in  Europe  as  in  his  own  coun^ 
try,  for  the  difficult  emballies  with  which  he 
has  been  charged.  He  has,  finally,  returned  to 
his  retreat,  in  the  midfl  of  the  applaufes  of  his 
fellow-citizens,  occupied  in  the  cultivation  of 
his  farm,  and  forgetting  what  he  was  when  he 
trampled  on  the  pride  of  his  king,  who  had  put 
a  price  upon  his  head,  and  who  was  forced  to 
receive  him  as  the  ambalTador  of  a  free  country. 
Such  were  the  generals  and  ambaffadors  of  the 
beft  ages  of  Rome  and  Greece  ;  fuch  were  Epa- 
jninondas,  Cincinnatus,  and  Fabius. 

It  is  not  pofiible  to  lee  Mr.  Adams,  who 
knows  fo  well  the  American  conftitutions,  with- 
out fpeaking  to  him  of  that  which  appears  to  be 
taking  place  in  France.  I  don't  know  whether 
jie  has  an  ill  opinion  of  our  character,  •  of  our 
ponftancy,  or  of  our  underftanding  ;  but  he  does 
not  believe  that  we  can  eflablifli  a  liberty,  even 
lequal  to  what  the  Englifli  enjoy*;  he  does  not 

.p  The  event  has  proved  how  much  he  vi^as  deceived. 

believe 
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believe  even  that  we  have  the  right,  like  the 
ancient  States-General,  to  require  that  no  tax 
ihould  be  inipofed  u^ithout  the  confent  of  the 
people.  1  had  no  difficulty  in  combating  him, 
even  by  authorities,  independent  of  the  fecial 
compact,  againfl  which  no  time,  no  conceffions 
can  prefcribe. 

Mr.  Adams  is  not  the  only  man  diftinguifhed 
ill  this  great  revolution,  who  has  retired  to  the 
ebfcure  labours  of  a  country  life.  General  Heatli 
is  one  of  thofe  worthy  imitators  of  the  Roman 
Cincinnatus ;  for  he  likes  not  the  American 
Cincinnati:  their  eagle  appears  to  him  a  gew- 
gaw, proper  only  for  children.  On  fhewing  me 
a  letter  from  the  immortal  Wafliington,  whom 
he  loves  as  a  father,  and  reveres  as  an  angel — 
this  letter,  fays  he,  is  a  jewel  which,  in  my 
eyes,  furpaffes  all  the  eagles  and  all  the  ribbons 
in  the  world.  It  was  a  letter  in  which  that 
General  had  felicitated  him  for  his  good  condu6t 
on  a  certain  occafion.  With  what  joy  did  this 
refpedable  man  fhew  me  all  parts  of  his  farm  ! 
What  happinefs  he  enjoys  on  it  !  He  is  a  true 
farmer.  A  glafs  of  cyder,  which  he  prefented 
to  me  with  franknefs  and  good  humour  painted 
on  his  countenance,  appeared  to  me  fuperior  to 
the  moft  exquifite  wines.  With  this  fimplicity 
men  are  worthy  of  liberty,  and  tliey  are  fure  of 
enjoying  it  for  a  long  time. 

This 
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This  fimplicity  chara6lerifes  almoft  all  the  men 
of  this  ftate  who  have  a6ted  diftinguifhed  parts 
in  the  revolution  :  fuch,  among  others,  as  Samuel 
Adams,  and  Mr.  Hancock  the  prefent  governor. 
If  ever  a  man  was  fincerely  an  idolater  of  re- 
publicanifm,  it  is  Samuel  Adams ;  and  never  a 
man  united  more  virtues  to  give  refpedl  to  his 
opinions.  He  has  the  excels  of  republican  vir- 
tues, untainted  probity,  fimplicity,  modefly*, 
and,  above  all,  firmnefs  :  he  will  have  no  capitu- 
lation with  abufes  ;  he  fears  as  much  the  defpo- 
tifm  of  virtue  and  talents,  as  the  defpotifm  of 
vice.  Cherifhing  the  greateft  love  and  refpecSt 
for  Wafhington,  he  voted  to  take  from  him  the 
command  at  the  end  of  a  certain  term ;  he  re- 
collected, that  Casfar  could  not  have  fucceeded 
in  overturning  the  republic  but  by  prolono-iner 
the  command  of  the  army.  The  event  has 
proved  that  the  application  was  falfe  ;  but  it  was 
by  a  miracle,  and  the  fafety  of  a  country  lliould 
never  be  Hiked  on  the  faith  of  a  miracle. 

Samuel  Adams  is  the  beft  fupporter  of  the 
party  of  Governor  Hancock.     You  know  the 

*  When  I  compare  our  legiflators,  with  their  airs  of  im- 
portance, always  fearing  they  (hall  not  make  noife  enough,  that 
they  (hall  not  be  fufTiciently  praifed ;  when  I  compare  them  to 
thefe  modeft  republicans,  I  fear  for  the  fuccefs  of  the  revolution. 
The  vain  man  can  never  be  far  from  flavery, 

great 
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great  facrifices  which  the  latter  made  in  the  re- 
volution, and  the  boldnefs  with  which  he  de- 
clared himfelt  at  the  beginning  of  the  infurrec- 
tion.     The   fame  fpirit  of  patriotifm  animates 
him  ftill.     A  great  generofity,  united  to  a  vafb 
ambition,  forms  his  chara(5i:er :  he  has  the  vir- 
tues and  the  addrefs  of  popularifm  ;  that  is  to 
layj  that,  without  effort,  he  fhews  himfelf  the 
equal,   and  the  friend  of  all.     I  fupped  at  his 
houfe  with  a  hatter,  who  appeared  to  be  in  great 
familiarity  with  him.     Mr.  Hancock  is  amiable 
and  polite  when  he  wifhes  to  be;   but  they  fay 
he  does  not  always  choofe  it.     He  has  a  marvel- 
lous gout,  which  difpenfes  him  from  all  atten- 
tions, and  forbids  the  accefs  to  his  houfe.   Mr. 
Hancock  has  not  the  learning  of  his  rival,  Mr. 
Bowdoin  ;  he  feems  even  to  difdain  the  fciences. 
The  latter    is    more    efteemed   by  enlightened 
men  ;    the  former  more  beloved  by  the  people. 
Among  the  partifans  df  the  governor,  I  diltin- 
guiilied  two  brothers,  by  the  name  of  Jarvis;- 
one  is  comptroller  general  of  the  ftate ;  the  other, 
a  phyfician,  and  member  of  the  legiflature.    The 
firft:  has  as  much  calmnefs  of  examination  and 
profundity  of  thought,   as  the  latter  has  of  ra- 
pidity in  his  penetration,  agility  in  his  ideas,  and 
vivacity  in  his  expreffion.     They  rcfemble  each 
othcx  in  one  point,  that  is,  in  fimplicity — the 

fuft 
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firil:  of  republican  virtues ;  a  virtue  born  witli 
the  Americans,  and  only  acquired  with  us.  If 
I  were  to  paint  to  you  all  the  eflimable  charac- 
ters which  I  found  in  this  charming  town,  my 
portraits  would  never  be  finifhed.  I  found  every 
where  that  hofpitality,  that  affability,  that 
friendship  for  the  French  which  M.  Caftellux 
has  {o  much  exalted.  I  found  them  efpecially 
with  Meffrs.  Breck,  Ruffel,  Gore,  Barrett,  &c. 

The  parts  adjacent  to  Bofton  are  charming 
and  well  cultivated,  adorned  with  elegant  houfes 
and  agreeable  fituations.  Among  the  furround- 
ing  eminences  you  diftinguiOi  Bunker-hill.  This 
name  will  recall  to  your  mind  the  famous  War- 
ren ;  one  of  the  firfl  martyrs  of  American  hber- 
ty.  I  owed  an  homage  to  his  generous  manes  ;■ 
and  1  was  eager  to  pay  it.  You  arrive  at  Bunker- 
hill  by  the  fuperb  bridge  at  Charlefton,  of  which 
I  have  fpoken.  This  town  was  entii-ely  burnt 
by  the  Engli(h  in  their  attack  of  Bunker-hill. 
It  is  at  prefent  rebuilt  with  elegant  houfes  of 
wood.  You  fee  here  the  ftore  of  Mr.  Gorham, 
formerly  prefident  of  Congrefs.  This  hill  offers 
one  of  the  mofl:  aftonifhing  monuments  of  Ame- 
rican valour ;  it  is  impoffible  to  conceive  ho^v 
feven  or  eight  hundred  men,  badly  armed,  and. 
fatigued,  having  juft  confl:ru6ted,  in  hafte,  a  few*: 
miferable  entrenchments,  and  who  knew  nothing,-^ 

or 
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or  very  little,  of  the  ufe  of  arms,  could  reiift,  for  fo 

lonsf  a  time,  the  attack  of  thoufands  of  the  Ens;- 

li(h  troops,  frefh,  well  difcipliiied,  fucceediiig  each 

other  ill  the  attack.     But  fuch  was  the  vigorous 

tefiftance  of  the  Americans,    that  the  Englifli 

loft  1 200  men,  killed  and  wounded,  before  they 

became  mafter  of  the  place.     Obferve  that  they 

had  two  frigates,   which,   croffing  their  fire  on 

Charlefton,  prevented  the  arrival  of  fuccour  to 

the  Americans.     Yet  it  is  very  probable  that  the 

Englifh  would  have  been  forced  to  retire,  had 

not  the  Americans  failed  in  ammunition. 

While  the  friend  of  liberty  is  contemplating 
this  fceae,  and  dropping  a  tear  to  the  memory  of 
Warren,  his  emotions  of  enthufiafm  are  renewed 
on  viewing  the  expreffive  pifture  of  the  death 
of  that  warrior,  painted  by  Mr.  Trumbull,  whofc 
talents  may  equal,  one  day,  thofe  of  the  moft: 
famous  mafters. 

I  mud:  finiQi  this  long,  and  too  long,  letter. 
Many  objects  remain  ftill  to  entertain  you  with 
in  this  ftate,  fuch  as  the  conftitution,  debts, 
taxes ;  but  I  refer  them  to  the  general  table 
which  I  Ihall  make  of  them  for  the  United 
States.  The  taxable  heads  of  this  flate  are  up- 
wards of  100,000,  acres  of  arable  land  200,000, 
pafturage  340,000,  uncultivated  2,000,000,  tons 
of  fhipping  at  Bofton  60,000. 
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JOURNEY  FROM  BOSTON  TO    NEW-YORK,    BY 
LAND. 

9th  Aug.  1788. 

^^T^'HE  diflance  of  tbeie  towns  is  about  two 
hundred  and  fifty  miles.  Many  perfons 
liave  united  in  eftabliOiing  a  kind  of  diligence, 
or  public  flage,  which  pafles  regularly  for  the 
convenience  of  -travellers.  In  the  fummer  fea- 
ion  the  journey  is  performed  in  four  days. 

We  fet  out  from  Bofton  at  four  o'clock  in 
the  mornins:,  and  pafibd  throu2;h  the  handfome 
town  of  Cambridge.  The  country  appears  well 
cultivated  as  far  as  Wefton,  where  we  break- 
fafted  ;  thence  we  palTed-to  Worcefter  to  dinner, 
forty-eight  miles  from  Bofton.  This  town  is 
jfilegant,  and  well  peopled:  the  printer,  Ifaiah 
Thomas,  has  rendered  it  famous  through  all  the 
Continent.  He  prints  mofl:  of  the  works  which 
appear;  and  it  mud  be  granted  that  his  editions 
are  correal.  Thomas  is  the  D'uht  of  the  United 
States.     The   tavern,   where    we   had  a   good 

Vol.  I.  H  American 
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American  dinner*,  is  a  charming  houfe  of  vvooda 
well  ornamented  -,  it  is  kept  by  Mr.  Peafe,  one 
of  the  proprietors  of  the  Bofton  (rage.  He  has 
much  merit  for  his  activity  and  induftry;  but  it 
is  to  be  hoped  he  will  change  the  prefent  plan, 
ib  far  as  it  refpecls  his  horfes  :  they  are  over- 
done with  the  length  and  diiricultv  of  the 
courfes,  which  ruins  them  in  a  fliort  time,  be- 
fides  retarding  very  much  the  progrefs. 

We  flept  the  firfb  night  at  Spenfer,  a  new  vil- 
lage in  the  midfi:  of  the  woods.  The  houfe  of 
the  tavern  was  but  half  built  ;  but  the  part  that 
was  finiflied,  had  an  air  of  cleanlinels  which 
pleafes,  becaufe  it  announces  that  degree  of  com- 
petence, thofe  moral  and  delicate  habits,  which 
are  never  feen  in  our  villa2;es.  The  chambers 
were  neat,  the  beds  good,  the  fneets  clean,  lup- 
per  paifable;  cyder,  tea,  punch,  and  all  for  four- 
teen pence  a-head.  Th'ere  were  four  of  us.  Now, 
compare,  my  friend,  this  order  of  things  with 
what  vou  have  a  thoufand  times  feen  in  our 
French  taverns — chambers  dirty  and  hideous, 
beds  infedled  with  bugs,  thofe  infe«fls  which 
Sterne  calls  the  rightful  inhabitants  of  taverns, 

*  If  I  fometimes  cite  dinners  and  fuppers,  it  is  not  in  me- 
mory of  eating  and  drinking,  but  it  is  to  fhow  the  manner  of 
living  in  America;  and  to  ftate  the  prices  of  provifions,  which 
jire  fo  much  exaggerated  by  Chaftellu^iir. 

3  .  -if 
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.if  indeed  long  pofieflion  gives  a  right ;  fheets 
^ill-waflied,  and  exhaling  a  fetid  odour;  bad  co- 
vering, wine  adulterated,  and  every  thing  at  its 
weight  in  gold  ;  greedy  fervants,  who  are  com- 
■piaifant  only  in  proportion  to  your  equipage ; 
grovelling  towards  a  rich  traveller,  and  iniolent 
towards  him  whom  they  fufpe(5t  of  mediocrity. 
Such  are  the  eternal  torments  of  travellers  in 
France  :  add  to  this,  the  fear  of  being  robbed-, 
the  precautions  necefiary  to  be  taken  ev^ery  ni^ht 
to  prevent  it; .  while,  in  the  United  States,  you 
travel  without  fear,  as  without  arms*;  and  you 
fleep  quietly  among  the  woods,  in  an  open  cham- 
ber of  a  houfe-v/hofe  doors  fhut  without  locks. 
And  now  judge  which  country  merits  the  name 
of  civilized,  and  which  bears  the  afpedl  of  -the 
•greateft  general  happinefs. 

We  left  Spenfer  at  four  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing. New  carriage,  new  proprietor.  It  was  a 
carriage  without  fprings,  a  kind  of  waggon.  A 
Frenchman,  who  was  with  me,  began,  at  the 
flrft  jolt,  to  curfe  the  carriage,  the  driver,  and 
the  country.    Let  us  wait,  faid  I,  a  little,  before 

*  I  travelled  with  a  Frenchman,  v/ho,  thinking  he  had 
much  to  fear  in  a  favage  country,  had  furniihed  himfelf  with 
piftols.  The  good  American  fmiled  at  his  precautions,  and 
advifed  him  to  put  his  piftols  in  his  trunk :  he  had  wit  enough 
to  believe  him. 

H  2  we 
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we  form  a  judgment :  every  cuftom  has  its  caufe; 
there  is  doubtlefs  fome  realbn  why  this  kind  of 
carriage  is  preferred  to  one  hung  with  fprings. 
In  fa6l,  by  the  time  we  had  run  thirty  miles 
amonsi:  the  rocks,  we  were  convinced  that  a  car- 
riage  with  fprings  would  very  foon  have  been 
overfet  and  broke. 

The  traveller  is  well  recompenfed  for  the  fa- 
tigue of  this  route,  by  the  variety  of  romantic 
fituations,  by  the  beauty  of  the  profpe^5ls  which 
it  offers  at  each  ftep,  by  the  perpetual  contraft  of 
lavage  nature  and  the  efforts  of  art,  Thofe  vaft 
ponds  of  water,  which  lofe  themfelves  in  the 
"yvoods ;  thofe  rivulets,  that  wafh  the  meadow, 
newly  fnatched  from  uncultivated  nature ^  thole 
neat  houfes,  fcattered  among  the  forefts,  and 
containing  fwarms  of  children,  joyous  and 
healthy,  and  well  clad ;  thofe  fields,  covered 
with  trunks  of  trees,  whole  deftrucHon  is  comr 
jTiitted  to  the  band  of  time,  and  which  are  co- 
vered under  the  leaves  of  Indian  corn  ;  thofe 
oaks,  which  preferve  fliil  the  image  of  their  an- 
cient vigour,  but  which,  girdled  at  the  bottom, 
raife  no  longer  to  heaven  but  drv  and  naked 
branches,  which  the  hrlf  ftroke  of  \\ind  mull 
bring  to  the  earth  : — ail  thele  objects,  fo  new  to 
an  European,  arrciT:  him,  abforb  him,  and  plunge 
him  into  an  a2:reeable  reverie.     The  depths  of 

the. 
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the  forcfts,  the  prodigious  iize  and  height  of  the 
trees,  call  to  his  mind  the  time  when  the  favag-es 
were  the  only  inhabitants  of  this  country.    This 
ancient  tree  has  beheld  them  ;   they  filled  thefe 
forells  :   they  have  now  given  place  to  another 
generation.     The  cultivator  fears  no  more  their 
vengeance  ;   his   mulket,    formerly  his  neceffary 
companion  at  the  plough,  now  refls  fufpended 
in  his  houle.    Alone,  with  his  wife  and  children, 
in  the  midft  of  the  forells,  he  lleeps  quietly,  he 
labours  in  peace,  and  he  is  happy.     Such  were 
the  ideas  which  occupied  me  the  greater  part  of 
my  journey :    they    fometimes    gave    place   to 
others,  arifmg  from   the   view  of  the   country 
houfes,  which  are  feen  at  fmall  diftances  through 
all  the  forefts  of  Mafl'achufetts.     Neatnefs  em- 
bellifhes  them  all.     They  have  frequently  but 
one  ftory  and  a  garret  ;  their  walls  are  papered ; 
tea  and  coffee  appear  on  their  tables ;  their  daugh- 
ters, clothed  in  callicoes,  difplay  the  traits  of  ci- 
vility, franknefs,  and  decency — virtues  which  al- 
ways follow  contentment  and  eafe.     Almoft  all 
thefe  houfes  are  inhabited  by  men  who  are  both 
cultivators  and  artizans ;  one  is  a  tanner,  another 
a  fhoemaker,  another  fells  goods  ;   but  all  are 
farmers.     The  country  Ifores  are  well  aflbrted; 
you  find  in  the  fame  (hop  hats,  nails,  liquors. 
This  order  of  things  is  neceffary  in  a  new  fettle- 

H  3  meat : 
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ment:  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  it  will  continue^ 
for  this  general  retail  occupies  lefs  hands,  and 
detaches  fewer  fronn  the  great  obje£l  of  agricul- 
ture.    It  is  not  fuppofed  that  one  third  of  the 
land  of  Maflachufetts  is  under  cultivation  :   it  is- 
difficult  to  fay  when  it  will  all  be  fo,  confider- 
ing  the  invitations  of  the  weftern  country  and 
the  province  of  Maine.     But  the  uncleared  lands 
are  all  located,  and  the  proprietors  have  inclofed 
them  with  fences   of    different  forts.       Thefe 
feveral  kinds  of  fences  are  compofed  of  differ- 
ent   materials,    which    announce   the    different 
degrees  of  culture  in  the  country.      Some  are 
compofed  of  the  light  branches  of  trees;  others, 
of  the  trunks  of  trees  laid  one  upon  the  other ; 
a  third  fort  is  made  of  long  pieces  of  wood,  fup- 
porting  each  other  by  making  angles  at  the  end ; 
a  fourth  kind  is  made  of  long  pieces  of  hewn 
timber,  fupparted  at  the  ends  by  palling  into 
holes  made  in  an  upright  poll: ;  a  fifth  is  like  the 
garden  fences  in  England ;  the  laft  kind  is  made 
of  flones  thrown  t02:etber  to  the  hei2:ht  of  three 
feet.     This  laft  is  moll:  durable,  and  is  common 
in  Maffachufetts.     From  Spenfer  to  Brookfield 
is  fifteen  miles.     The  road  is  s:ood  as  far  as  this 
laft  town.   A  town,  you  know,  in  the  interior  of 
America,  defignates  an  extent  of  eidit  or  ten 
miles,   where  ar.e  fcattered  a  hundred  or  two 
hundred  houfcs.     This  divifion  into  towns  is 
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heceHary  for  aliembling  the  inhabitants  for  elec- 
tions and  other  purpofes.  Without  thisdivifion, 
the  inhabitants  might  go  fometimes  to  one  af- 
fembly,  and  fometimes  to  another,  which  would 
lead  to  confuiion.  Befides,  it  would  render  it 
impoflible  to  know  the  population  of  any  par- 
ticular canton;  this  ferves  for  the  bafis  of  many 
regulations.  No  people  carry  their  attention  in 
this  particular  fo  far  as  the  Americans. 

The  fituation  of  Brookfield  is  pi£lurefque. 
While  breakfaft  was  preparing  I  read  the  ga- 
zettes and  journalsj  which  are  diftributedthroueh 
all  the  country.  Our  breakfaft  confifted  of  cof- 
fee, tea,  boiled  and  roafted  meat  ;  the  whole  for 
ten-pence,  New  England  currency,  for  each 
traveller.  Frorii  this  place  to  Wilbraham  the 
road  is  covered  v/ith  rock,  and  bordered  with 
woods.  At  this  place,  a  new  proprietor,  and  a 
new  carriage.  A  fmall  light  carriage,  well  fuf- 
JDended,  and  drawn  by  two  horfes,  took  place  of 
our  heavy  waggon.  We  could  not  conceive 
how  live  of  us  could  fit  in  this  little  parifian 
chariot,  and  demanded  another.  The  conductor 
faid  he  had  no  other;  that  there  were  fo  few 
travellers  in  this  part  of  the  road,  that  he  could 
hot  afford  to  run  with  more  than  two  horfes  ; 
that  moftof  the  travellers  from  New  York  flop- 
ped in  Connecticut,  and  mofl:  of  thofe  from  Eof- 

H  4  ton 
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ton  at  Worcefter.  We  were  obliged  to  fubmit^ 
We  ftarted  like  lightning  ;  and  arrived,  in  an 
hour  and  a  quarter,  at  Springfield,  ten  miles. 
This  road  appeared  really  enchanting  :  I  feemed 
the  whole  way  to  be  travelHng  in  one  of  the 
alleys  of  the  palais- royal.  This  man  was  one  of 
the  mod  lively  and  induftrious,  at  the  fame  time, 
the  moft  patient,,  I  ever  met  with.  In  my  two 
journies  through  this  place,  I  have  heard  many 
travellers  treat  him  with-  very  harfli  language : 
he  either  anfvvers  not  at  all,  or  anfwers  by  giving 
good  reafons.  The  greater  part  of  men  of  this 
profellioii,  in  this  country,  obferve.'.  the  fame 
conduct  in  fuch  cafes  ;  while  the  leaft  of  thele 
injuries  in  Europe  would  have  occafioned  bloody 
quarrels.  This  fact  proves  to  me,  that,  in  a 
free  country,  reafon  extends  her  empire  over  all 
clafTes  of  men. 

Springfield,  where  we  dined,-  refembles  an 
European  town;  that  is,  the  houfes  are  placed 
near  tosrether.     On   a  hill   that   overlooks  this 

o 

town,  is  a  magazine  of  ammunition  and  arms 
belonging  to  the  ftate  of  Maffachufetts.  This  is 
the  magazine  that  the  rebel  Shays  endeavoured 
to  take,  and  was  lb  happily  defended  by  General 
Shepard.  We  fet  out  from  Springfield,  after 
dinner,  for  Hartford.  .  We  palled  in  a  ferry-boat 
the  river  that  wafhes  the  environs  of  Springfield. 

I  have 
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I  have  pafled  twice  through  Hartford,  and 
both  times  iii  the  night ;  fo  that  I  cannot  give 
an  exa£l  defcription  of  it.  It  is  a  conliderable 
rural  town  ;  the  greater  part  of  the  inhabitants 
live  by  agriculture;  io  that  eafe  and  abundance 
univerfally  reign  in  it.  It  is  confidered  as  one 
of  the  mofl  agreeable  in  Conne6ticut,  on  account 
of  its  fociety.  It  is  the  refidence  of  one  of  the 
moft  Fefpe6lable  men  in  the  United  States, 
Colonel  Wadfworth.  He  enjoys  a  confiderable 
fortune,  which  he  owes  entirely  to  his  own 
t  labour  and  induilry.  Perfeclly  verfed  in  agricul- 
I  ture  and  commerce;  univerfally  known  for  the 
fervice  he  rendered  to  the  American  and  French 
armies  during  the  war;  generally  efteemed  and 
beloved  for  his  great  virtues  ;  he  crowns  all  his 
qualities  by  an  amiable  and  lingular  modefly. 
His  addrefs  is  frank,  his  countenance  open,  and 
his  difcourfe  funple.  Thus  you  cannot  fail  to 
love  him  as  foon  as  you  fee  him;  efpecially  as 
fbon  as  you  know  him.  I  here  defcribe  the  im- 
preflioii  he  made  on  me. 

M.  de  Chaftellux,  in  makino;  the  eulosiium  of 
this  refpe(flable  American,  has  fallen  into  an  er- 
ror which  I  ought  to  red:ify.  He  fays,  that  he 
has  made  many  voyages  to  the  coaft  of  Guinea. 
It  is  incredible  that  this  writer  (hould  perfift  in 
printing  this  as  a  facl,  after  Colonel  Wadfworth 

be2;sed 


Io6  NEW    tRAVELS    IN    THE  ^ 

beo-god  him  to  fupprefs  it.  "  To  advance,' 
faid  he,  "  that  I  have  carried  on  the  Guine^t 
*'  trade,  is  to  give  the  idea  that  I  have  carried 
*'  on  the  ilave  trade  ;  whereas  I  always  had  the 
*'  o-reateft  abhorrence  for  this  infamous  traffic. 
"  i  prayed  M.  de  Chafteliux,  that  in  the  edition 
*'  he  was  about  to  publifli  in  France,  he  would 
*'  fupprefs  this,  as  well  as  many  other  ftriking 
"  errors  which  appeared  in  the  American  edition 
*'  of  his  work;  and  I  cannot  conceive  why  he 
*'  has  re£lified  nothing.'* 

The  environs  of  Hartford  difplay  a  charming 
cultivated  country;  neat  elegant  houfes,  vaft 
meadows  covered  with  herds  of  cattle  of  an 
enormous  lize,  which  furnifli  the  market  of 
New  York,  and  even  Philadelphia.  You  there 
fee  flieep  refembUng  ours ;  but  not,  like  ours^ 
watched  by  ihepherds,  and  torrnented  by  dogs  : 
hof^s  of  a  prodigious  fize,  furrounded  with  nu- 
merous families  of  pigs,  wearing  on  the  neck  a 
triangular  piece  of  wood,  invented  to  hinder 
them  from  paiiing  the  barriers  which  inclofe  the 
cultivated  fields ;  geefe  and  turkeys  in  abun- 
dance, as  well  as  potatoes  and  all  other  vegeta- 
bles. Produdions  of  every  kind  are  excellent 
and  cheap  :  the  fruits,  however,  do  not  partake 
of  this  excellent  quality,  becaufe  they  are  lefs 
attended  to.     Apples  {oi'WQ  for  making  cyder; 

and 
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and   great  quantities  of  them  are  likevvife  ex- 
ported. 

To  defcribe  the  neighbourhood  of  Hartford, 
is  to  defcribe  Connedicut ;  it  is  to  defcribe  the 
neighbourhood  of  Middleton,  ofNewhaven,  &zc. 
Nature  and  art  have  here  difplayed  all  their 
treafures  ;  it  is  really  the  paradife  of  the  United 
States.  M.  de  Crevecceiir,  who  has  been  fo 
much  reproached  with  exaggeration,  is  even  be- 
low the  truth  in  his  defcription  of  this  part  of 
the  country.  •  Read  again  his  charming  pi6lure, 
and  this  reading  will  fupply  the  place  of  what  it 
would  be  ufelefs  here  to  repeat. 

This  ftate  owes  all  its  advantages  to  its  fitUvi- 
tion.  It  is  a  fertile  plain,  enclofed  between  tv\'o 
mountains,  which  render  difficult  its  communi- 
cations by  land  with  the  other  ftates.  It  is 
wafhed  by  the  fuperb  river  Connecticut,  which 
falls  into  the  fea,  and  furniOies  a  fafe  and  eafv 
navigation.  Agriculture  being  the  bafis  of  the 
riches  of  this  ftate,  they  are  here  more  equally 
divided.  There  is  here  more  equahty,  lefs  mi- 
fery,  more  fimplicity,  more  virtue,  more  of  every 
thing  which  conftitutes  republicanifm. 

Connecticut  appears  like  one  continued  town. 
On  quitting  Hartford,  you  enter  Wethersfield, 
a  town  not  lefs  elegant,  very  long,  conliftino-  of 
houfes   well  built.     Thev  tell  me  it  save  birth 

to 
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to  the  famous  Silas  Deane,  one  of  the  firfl:  prd-« 
meters  of  the  American  revolution ;  from  a 
Ichoolmafter  in  this  town,  elevated  to  the  rank 
of  an  Envoy  from  Congrefs  to  Europe  :  he  has 
fince  been  acculed  of  betraying  this  glorious 
caufe.  Is  the  accufation  true,  or  falfe?  It  is 
difficult  to  decide.     But  he  has  been  for  a  longr 

o 

time  miferable  in  London :  and  it  is  in  favour  of 
the  goodnefs  of  heart  of  the  Americans  to  re- 
count, that  his  befh  friends  and  benefacftors  are 
flill  amonsj  the  ancient  American  Whisfs. 

Wethersfleld  is  remarkable  for  its  vafl:  fields 
luiiformly  covered  with  onions;  of  which  great 
quantities  are  exported  to  the  Weft  Indies.  It 
is  likewife  remarkable  for  its.  eleo-ant  meetino-- 

o  o 

houfe,  or  church.  On  Sunday  it  is  faid  to  offer 
an  enchanting  fped:acle,  by  the  number  of  young 
handfome  perfons  who  aflemble  there,  and  by 
the  agreeable  mufic  with  which  they  inter- 
min2;le  the  divine  fervice. 

Newhaven  yields  not  to  Wethersfield  for  the 
beauty  of  the  fair  fex.  At  their  balls  during  the 
winter,  it  is  not  rare  to  fee  an  hundred  charmiiig 
girls,  adorned  with  thofe  brilliant  complexions 
leldom  met  with  in  journeying  to  the  South, 
and  drefled  in  elegant  fimplicity.  The  beauty 
of  complexion  is  as  ftriking  in  Connecticut,  as 
its  numerous  population.     You  will  not  go  into 

a  tavern 
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a  tavern  without  meeting  with  neatnefs,  de- 
cency, and  dignity.  The  tables  are  ferved  by  a 
young  girl,  decent  and  pretty;  by  an  amiable 
mother,  whofe  age  has  not  effaced  the  agreeable- 
nefs  of  her  features  ;  by  men  who  have  that  air 
of  dignity  which  the  idea  of  equality  infpires; 
and  who  ^re  not  ignoble  and  bafe,  like  the 
greateft  part  of  our  tavern-keepers.  On  the 
r©ad  you  often  meet  thofe  fair  Conne(flicut  skirls, 
either  driving  a  carriage,  or  alone  on  horfe- 
back,  galloping  boldly;  with  an  elegant  hat  on 
the  head,  a  white  apron,  and  a  calico  gown; — 
ufages  which  prove  at  once  the  early  cultivation 
of  their  reafon,  fince  they  are  trufted  fo  young 
to  themfelves,  the  fafety  of  the  road,  and  the 
general  innocence  of  manners.  You  will  fee 
them  hazarding  themfelves  alone,  without  pro- 
tecflors,  in  the  public  flages—I  am  wrong  to  fay 
hazarding ;  who  can  offend  them  ?  They  are 
here  under  the  prote6lion  of  public  morals,  and 
of  their  own  innocence  :  it  is  the  confcioufnefs 
of  this  innocence  which  renders  them  fo  com- 
plaifant,  and  fo  good  ;  for  a  ftranger  takes  them 
by  the  hand,  and  laughs  with  them,  and  they 
are  not  offended  at  it. 

Other  proofs  of  the  profperity  of  Conneclicut, 

are  the  number  of  new  houfes  everywhere  to  be 

feen,   and   the  number  of  rural  manufactories 

8  arifing 
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arifino-  on  every  lide,  of  which  I  fhall  fpeak 
hereafter.  But  even  in  this  ftate  there  are  n^any 
lands  to  fell.  A  principal  caufe  of  this  is  the 
tafte  for  emigration  to  the  weftern  country. 
The  defn'e  of  finding  better,  embitters  the  en- 
joyments even  of  the  inhabitants  of  Connecticut. 
Perhaps  this  tafl:e  arifes  from  the  hope  of  efcap- 
ing  taxes,  which,  though  fiiiall,  and  almoil: 
nothing  in  comparifon  with  thofe  of  Europe, 
appear  very  heavy.  In  a  country  like  the  United 
States,  every  thing  favours  the  forming  of  new 
Settlements.  The  new  comers  are  fure  every- 
where of  finding  friends  and  brothers,  who  fpeak 
their  own  language,  and  admire  their  courage. 
Provilions  are  cheap  the  whole  way  ;  they  have 
nothing  to  fear  from  the  fearch  of  cuftom-houfe 
clerks,  on  entering  from  one  province  to  another, 
nor  river-tolls,  nor  impofts,  nor  vexations ; — - 
man  is  free  as  the  air  he  breathes.  The  taile 
for  emigration  is  every  day  augmenting,  by  the 
accounts  in  the  public  papers  of  the  arrival  of 
different  families.  Man  is  like  flieep  everywhere : 
he  fays.  Such  an  one  has  fucceeded,  why  Jh all  not 
Jfucceed?  I  am  tiothing  here^  Ifloall  be  fome thing 
on  the  Ohio  \  I  ivork  hard  here,  I  Jhall  not  work 
fo  hard  there. 

Before  arriving  at  Middleton,  v/here  we  were 
to  brcakf^ft,  we  flopped  on  the  hill  which  over- 
looks 
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looks  that  town  and  the  immenfe  valley  on 
which  it  is  built.  It  is  one  of  the  fined  and 
richeft  profpe6ls  that  I  have  fcen  in  America.  I 
could  fatiate  myfelf  with  the  variety  of  the  fcenes 
which  this  landfcape  laid  before  me. 

Middleton  is  built  like  Hartford :  broad  ftreets, 
trees  on  the  fides,  and  handfome  houfes,  We 
changed  horfes  and  carriages  at  Durham;  and^ 
after  admiring  a  number  of  pi6turefque  fituations 
on  the  road,  we  arrived  at  Newhaven,  where  wc 
dined.  The  uniyerfity  here  enjoys  a  great  re- 
putation through  the  continent ;  the  port  is 
much  frequented  ;  the  fociety  is  faid  to  be  very 
agreeable.  Newhavpn  has  produced  the  cele- 
brated poet,  Trumbull*,  author  of  the  immbrr 
tal  poem  M'Fingal,  which  rivals,  if  not  fur- 
palTes,  in  keen  pleafantry,  the  famous  Hudibras. 
Colonel  Humphreys*,  whofe  poem,  much  ef- 
teemed  in  America,  is  tranflated  by  M.  de  Chaf- 
tellux,  is  likewife  a  native  of  this  town.  The 
prefident  of  the  univerfity  is  Mr.  Stiles,  a  re- 
fpedable  and  learned  man.  We  were  obliged  to 
quit  this  charming  town,  to  arrive  in  the  even- 
ing at  Fairfield.  We  pafTcd  the  inconvenient 
ferry  at  Stratford  ;  afterwards^  aflailed  by  a  vio- 
lent florm,  we  were  well  enough  defended  fron; 

*  M.  de  Warville  js  here  mifinformed.     Mr.  Trumbull  Is 
a  native  of  Waterburj^,  and  Mr.  Humphreys  of  Derby. 

it 
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it  by' a  double  curtani  of  leather  which  covered 
the  carriage..  The  driver,  though  pierced  through 
with  the  rain,  continued  his  route  through  the 
obfcurity  of  a  very  dark  night.     Heaven  pre- 
ferved  us  from  accident,  at  which  I  was  much 
aftoniihed.     We  paffed  the  night  at  Fairfield,  a 
town  unhappily  celebrated  in  the  lafl  war.     It 
experienced  all  the  rage  of  the   Englifh,  who 
burnt  it.     You  perceive  ftill  the  veftiges  of  this 
infernal  fury.     Moft  of  the  houfes  are  rebuilt ; 
but  thofe  who  have  feen  this  town  before  the 
war,  regret  its  ancient  ftate,  and  the  air  of  eafe, 
and  even  opulence,  that  then  diftinguifhed  it. 
They  fhewed  me  tlie  houfe  of  the  richeft  in- 
habitant, where  all  travellers  of  diftindion  met 
an  hofpitable  reception ;   and  where  was  often 
feafted  the  infamous  Tryon,  who   commanded 
this  expedition  of  cannibals.    Forgetting  all  {^n- 
timents  of  gratitude  and  humanity,  he  treated 
with  the  lall  extremity  of  rigour  the  miftrefs  of 
this  houfe,   who  had  received  him  as  a  friend ; 
and  after  having  given  her  his  word  for  the  fafety 
of  her  houfe,  he  ordered  it  to  be  fet  on  fire.    At 
Fairfield  fiuiflied  the  agreeable  part  of  our  jour- 
ney.     From  this  town  to  Rye,    thirty-three 
miles,  we  had  to  ftruggle  againft  rocks  and  pre- 
cipices.    1  knew  not  which  to  admire  moft  in 
the  driver,  his  intrepidity  or  dexterity,   I  cannot 

conceive 
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conceive  how  he  avoided  twenty  times  dafhing 
the  carriage  in  pieces,  and  how  his  horfes  could 
retain  themfelves  in  defcending  the  ftaircafes  of 
rocks.  One  of  thefe  is  called  Horfeneck;  a 
chain  of  rocks  fo  ftcep,  that  if  a  horfe  fhould 
flip,  the  carriage  muft  be  thrown  into  a  valley 
two  or  three  hundred  feet. 

From  Horfeneck  we  pafled  to  New  Rochelle, 
a  colony  founded  the  laft  century  by  fome 
French  emigrants,  which  appears  not  to  have 
profpered.  Perhaps  this  appearance  refults  from 
the  laft  war;  for  this  place  fufFered  much  from 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  Englifh,  whofe  head- 
quarters were  at  New  York.  This  place,  how- 
ever, will  always  be  celebrated  for  having  given 
birth  to  one  of  the  moft  diftinguiflied  men  of 
the  laft  revolution — a  republican  remarkable  for 
his  firmnefs  and  his  coolnefs,  a  writer  eminent 
for  his  nervous  ftyle,  and  his  clofe  logic,  Mr. 
Jay,  at  prefent  minifter  of  foreign  affairs. 

The  foUowino;  anecdote  will  give  an  idea  of 
the  firmnefs  of  this  republican  :  at  the  time  of 
laying  the  foundation  of  the  peace  in  1783,  M. 
de  Vergennes,  actuated  by  fecret  motives,  will- 
ed to  en2:ao;e  the  ambafl'adors  of  Cong-refs  to  con- 
fine  their  demands  to  the  fiflieries,  and  to  re- 
nounce the  weJftern  territory ;  that  is,  the  vafl 
and  fertile  country  beyond  the  Alleganey  moun- 

VoL.  I.  I  tains. 
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tains.  This  minifter  required  particularly,  that 
the  independence  of  America  fliould  not  be  con- 
sidered as  the  bails  of  the  peace ;  but,  iimply, 
that  it  fhould  be  conditional.  To  fucceed  in 
this  projedt  it  was  neceffary  to  gain  over  Jay 
and  i\dams.  Mr.  Jay  declared  to  M.  de  Ver- 
gennes,  that  he  would  fooner  lofe  his  life  thar^ 
fign  fuch  a  treaty ;  that  the  Americans  fought 
for  independence  ;  that  they  would  never  lay 
down  their  arms  till  it  fhould  be  fully  confe- 
crated  j  that  the  Court  of  France  had  recognifed 
it,  and  that  there  would  be  a  contradiction  in 
her  condu£l  if  ihe  fhould  deviate  from  that 
point.  It  was  not  difficult  for  Mr.  Jay  to  bring 
Mr.  Adams  to  this  determination  ;  and  M,  de 
Vergennes  could  never  fhake  his  firmnefs*. 

Confider  here  the'  flrange  concurrence  of 
events.  The  American  who  forced  the  Court 
of  France,  and  gave  laws  to  the  Engllfh  mi- 
nifter,  was  the  grandfon  of  a  French  refugee  of 
the  lafl  century,  who  fled  to  New  Rochelle. 
Thus  the  defcendant  of  a  man  whom  I^ouis  XIV, 


« 


The  talents  of  Mr.  Jay  (bone  with  difliaguifhed  luftre  ia 
the  convention  of  the  State  of  New  York  for  lexamining  the 
rew  federal  Conflitution.  Mr,  Clinton,  the  Governor,  at  the 
head  of  the  Aiiclfederalift?,  had  at  firfl  a  very  grear  majority; 
but  he  cuuld  n  )t  refift  the  logic  of  Mr.  Ja.y,  and  the  eloquence 
of  Mr.  Haniuton. 

had 
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had  perfecuted  with  a  foolifh  rage,  impofed  his 
decifions  on  the  defcendant  of  that  fovereign,  in 
his  own  palace,  a  hundred  years  after  the  banifli- 
ment  of  the  anceftor. 

Mr.  Jay  was  equally  immoveable  by  all  the 
efforts  of  the  Englifh  minifler,  whom  M.  de 
Vergennes  had  gained  to  his  party.     He  proved 
to  him,  that  it  was  the  intereft  of  the  Englifh 
themfelves,  that  the  Americans  fhould  be  inde- 
pendent, and  not  in  a  fituation  which   fliould 
render  them  dependent  on  their  ally.     He  con- 
verted him  to  this  fentiment ;  for  his  reafoning 
determined  the  court  of  St.  James's.     When 
Mr.  Jay  pafTed  through  England  to  return  to 
America,  Lord  Shelbourne  deflred  to  lee  him, 
Accufed  by  the  nation  of  having  granted  too 
much  to  the  Americans,  he  defired  to  know,  in 
cafe  he  had  perfifled  not  to  accord  to  the  Ameri- 
cans the  weftern  territory,  if  they  would  have 
continued  the  war?    Mr.  Jay  anfwered,  that  he 
believed  it,  and  that  he  fhould  have  advifed  it. 

It  is  thirty-one  miles  from  Rye  to  New  York. 
The  road  is  good,  even,  and  gravelly.  We  flop- 
ped at  one  of  the  befl  taverns  I  have  {ecu  in 
America.  It  is  kept  by  Mrs.  Haviland.  We 
had  an  excellent  dinner,  and  cheap.  To  other 
circumflances  very  agreeable,  which  gave  us 
good  cheer  at  this  houfe,  the  air  of  the  miftrefs 

I  2  was 
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was  infinitely  graceful  and  obliging ;  and  fhe  had 
a  charming  daughter,  genteel  and  well  educated, 
who  played  very  well  the  forte-piano.  Before 
arriving  at  New  York,  we  paffed  by  thofe 
places  which  the  Englifh  had  fo  well  fortified 
while  they  were  mafters  of  thera.  You  flill  fee 
their  different  redoubts  and  fortifications,  which 
atteft  to  the  eye  of  the  obferver  the  folly  of  this 
fratricidious  \^'ar. 


LETTER    IV. 

JOURNEY    FROM    BOSTON    TO    NEW    YORK    BY  ^ 
PROVIDENCE  *« 

/SN  the  12th  of  Odober  we  {et  out  from 
Bofton,  at  half  paft  feven  in  the  morning, 
and  arrived  by  fix  in  the  evening  at  Providence. 
It  is- forty- nine  miles;  the  road  good,  the  foil 
floney,  gravelly  and  landy,  and,  as  ufual  for  fuch 
a  foil,  covered  with  pines.  The  country  bor- 
dering the  road  appears  neither  fertile,  nor  well 
peopled  :  you  may  here  fee  houfcs  in  decay,  and 
children  covered  with  rags.     They  had,  hovv- 

*  Though  this  journey  was  made  after  the  Jate  of  feveral  of 
the  fuccecding  letters,  it  was  thought  beft  to  infert  it  here,  as 
ail  appendage  to  the  other  journey  by  land. 

ever. 
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ever,  good  health,  and  good  complexions.  The 
filence  which  reigns  in  the  other  America^ 
towns  on  Sunday,  reigns  at  Providence  even  on 
Monday.  Every  thing  here  announces  the  de- 
cline of  bufinefs.  Few  vefl'els  are  to  be  feen  in 
the  port.  They  were  building,  however,  two 
dirtilleries  ;  as  if  the  manufactories  of  this  poifon 
were  not  already  fufficiently  numerous  in  the 
United  States.  Whether  it  be  from  prejudice  or 
reality,  I  feemed  to  perceive  everywhere  the 
filence  of  death,  the  effect  of  paper-money.  I 
feemed  to  fee,  in  every  face,  the  air  of  a  Jew  ; 
the  refult  of  a  traffic  founded  on  fraud  and 
finefle.  I  feemed  to  fee,  likewife,  in  every 
countenance,  the  efFe6ls  of  the  contempt  which 
the  other  States  bear  to  this,  and  the  confciouf- 
nefs  of  meriting  that  contempt.  The  paper- 
pioney  at  this  time  was  at  a  difcount  of  ten  for 
one. 

I  went  from  Providence  to  Newport  in  a 
packet-boat.  This  journey  might  be  made  by 
land  ;  but  I  preferred  the  water.  We  arrived  in 
feven  hours  and  an  half;  and  durins  two  hours 
\\e  had  contrary  wind.  This  diftance  is  thirty 
miligs.  We  never  lofl:  fight  of  land ;  but  it 
offers  nothing  pidlurefque  or  curious.  A  few 
houfes,  fome  trees,  and  a  iandy  foil,  are  all  that 
appears  to  the  eye. 

I  s  The 
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The  port  of  Newport  is  confidered  as  one  of 
the  befl  in  the  United  States.  The  bottom  is 
wood,  the  harbour  capable  of  receiving  the  largeft 
iliips,  and  feencis  deftined  by  nature  to  be  of 
great  confequence.  This  place  was  one  of  the 
principal  fcenes  of  the  laft  war.  The  fucceflive 
arrival  of  the  American,  Englifh,  and  French 
Armies,  left  here  a  confiderable  quantity  of 
money*. 

Since  the  peace,  every  thing  is  changed  "i*. 
The  reign  of  folitude  is  only  interrupted  by 
groups  of  idle  men,  {landing  with  folded  arms 
at  the  corner  of  the  flreets  ;  houfes  falling  to 
ruin ;  miferable  fhops,  which  prefent  nothing 
but  a  few  coarfe  fluffs,  or  bafkcts  of  apples,  and 
other  articles  of  little  value  ;  grafs  growing  in 
the  public  fquare,  in  front  of  the  court  of 
juflice ;  rags  fluffed  in  the  windows,  or  hung 
upon  hideous  women  and  lean  unquiet  children. 

Every  thing  announces  mifery,  the  triumph 
of  ill  faith,  and  the  influence  of  a  bad  govern- 
ment. You  will  have  a  perfedl  idea  of  it  by 
calling  to  mind  the  imprefTIon  once  made  upon 
us  on  entering  the  tity  of  Liege.     Recolledl  the 

*  The  Englifh  deftroyed  all  the  fine  trees  of  ornament  and 
fruit :  they  took  a  pleafure  in  devaftation. 

+  This  town  owed  a  part  of  its  profperity  to  the  flave  trade, 
which  is  at  prefent  fupprefled. 

crowd 
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crowd  of  mendicants  befieging  us  at  every  ftep, 
to  implore  charity ;  that  irregular  mafs  of  Gothic 
houfes  falling  to  ruin,  windows  without  glals, 
roofs  half  uncovered;  recall  to  your  mind  the 
figures  of  men  fcarcely  bearing  the  print  of  hu- 
manity, children  in  tatters,  and  houfes  hung 
with  rags;  in  fhort,  rcprefent  to  yourfelf  the 
afylum  of  famine,  the  rafcality  and  the  impu- 
dence that  general  mifery  infpires,  and  you  will 
recolle£l  Liege,  and  have  an  image  of  Newport. 

Thefe  two  places  are  neverthelefs  well  fitu- 
ated  for  commerce,  and  furrounded  by  lands  by 
no  means  unfruitful ;  but  at  Lie2;e  the  oroduc- 
tions  of  the  country  ferve  to  fatten  about  fifty 
idle  ecclefiaftics,  who,  by  the  aid  of  ancient  re- 
ligious prejudices,  riot  in  pleafure,  in  the  mid;ts 
of  thoufands  of  unhappy  wretches  who  are  dying* 
with  hunger.  At  Newport,  the  people,  de- 
ceived by  two  or  three  knaves,  have  brought  011 
their  own  mifery^  and  deftroyed  the  bleffings 
which  Nature  had  lavifhed  upon  them.  They 
have  themfelves  fandified  fraud ;  and  this  ail 
has  rendered  them  odious  to  their  neighbours, 
driven  commerce  from  their  doors,  and  labour 
from  their  fields. 

Read  again,  my  friend,  the  charming  defcrip- 
tion  given  of  this  town,  and  this  State,  by  M. 
de  Crevecoeur,  It  is  not  exaggerated.  Every 
'       .,  I  4  American 
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American  whom  I  have  queftioned  on  this 
fubje6t,  has  defcribedto  me  its  ancient  fpleii- 
dour,  and  its  natural  advantages,  whether  for 
commerce,  agriculture,   or  the   enjoyments  of 

life.  .  iwq-'* 

The  State  of  Rhode-Ifland  will  never  again 
fee  thofe  happy  days  till  they  take  from  circu-* 
lation  their  paper-money,  and  reform  their  go- 
vernment. The  magiftrates  fhould  be  lefs  de- 
pendent on  the  people  than  they  are  at  prefent, 
and  the  members  of  the  legiflature  Ihould  not  be 
fo  often  elected.  It  is  inconceivable  that  fo 
many  honeft  people  fhould  groan  under  the  pre- 
fent anarchy ;  that  fo  many  Quakers,  who  com- 
pofe  the  bafis  of  the  population  of  this  State, 
fhould  not  combine  together  to  introduce  this 
reform*. — If  this  reform  is  not  ipeedily  exe- 
cuted, I  doubt  not  but  the  flate  will  be  un- 
peopled. A  great  part  of  the  emigration  for  the 
Settlement  at  Mufkingum  on  ^he  Ohio,  is  from 
this  State.  General  Varnum  is  at  their  head, 
A  number  of  families  are  preparing  to  join  them. 
Nearly  all  the  honefl  people  of  Newport  would 
quit  the  place,  if  they  could  fell  their  effe£ls.     I 

*^  The  author  is  happy  to  find,  that  before  the  publication 
of  this  letter,  this  State  has  acceded  to  the  new  federal  govern- 
ment. This  fa£t  proves,  that  good  principles  will  predominate 
at  lad,  and  particular  abufes  will  difappear. 

doubt 
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doubt  not,  likewife,  but  the  example  of  Rhode- 
Ifland  will  be  a  proof  in  the  eyes  of  many  people, 
that  republican  government  is  difaftrous.  This 
would  be  a  wrong  conclufion: — this  example 
only  proves,  that  there  Ihould  not  be  a  too 
frequent  rotation  in  the  legiflative  power,  and 
that  there  ought  to  be  a  ftability  in  the  exe- 
cutive ;  that  there  is  as  much  danger  in  placing 
the  magiftrates  in  a  ftate  of  too  great  dependence 
on  the  people,  as  there  is  in  making  them  too 
independent.  It  argues,  in  fa<£t,  againft  a  pure 
democracy,  but  not  againft  a  reprefentative  de- 
mocracy ;  for  a  reprefentation  of  fix  months  is 
but  a  government  by  the  people  themfelves. 
Reprefentation,  in  this  cafe,  is  but  a  fhadow, 
which  pafl'es  too  fuddenly  to  be  perceived,  or  to 
feel  its  own  exigence.  Of  confequence,  this 
example  proves  nothing  againft  the  wife  fyflem 
of  reprefentation,  more  durable,  more  independ- 
ent, and  which  conftituves  the  true  republican 
government,  fuch  as  that  of  the  other  United 
States.  But  in  the  midft  of  thefe  diforders,  you 
hear  nothing  of  robberies,  of  murders,  or  of 
mendicity ;  for  the  American  poor  does  not  de- 
grade himfelf  fo  far  as  to  abjure  all  ideas  of 
equity  and  all  (hame.  And  this  is  a  trait  which 
flill  marks  a  difference  between  Newport  and 
Liege  ;  the  Rhode- Iflander  does  not  beg,  and  he 
5  does 
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does  not  fteal — the  ancient  Anierican  blood  ftill 
runs  in  his  veins. 

I  was  detained  at  Newport  by  the  fouth-well: 
winds  till  the  13th,  when  we  let  fail  at  mid* 
night;  the  captain  not  wifliing  to  fail  fooner, 
for  fear  of  touching  before  day  on  Block-Ifland. 
The  wind  and  tide  carried  us  at  the  rate  ©f  nine 
or  ten  miles  an  hour ;  and  we  ftiould  have  arrived 
at  New-York  the  next  evening,  but  we  were 
detained  at  Hell-Gate,  a  kind  of  gulph,  eight 
miles  from  New-York.  This  is  a  narrow  paf- 
fage,  formed  by  the  approach  of  Long-Ifland  to 
York-Ifland,  and  rendered  horrible  by  rocks, 
concealed  at  high  water.  The  whirlpool  of  this 
gulph  is  little  perceived  at  low  water ;  but  it  is 
not  furprifing  that  veffels  which  know  it  not 
fhould  be  dafhed  in  pieces.  They  fpeak  of  an 
Englifli  frigate  loft  there  the  laft  war.  This 
Hell-Gate  is  an  obftacle  to  the  navigation  of  this 
ftrait ;  but  it  is  not  rare  in  fummer  to  run  from 
Newport  to  New-York,  two  hundred  miles,  in 
twenty  hours.  As  you  approach  this  city,  the 
coafts  of  thefe  two  iflands  prefent  the  moft  agree- 
able fpeQacle.  ^,They  are  adorned  with  elegant 
country-houfes.  Long-Ifland  is  celebrated  for 
its  high  ftate  of  cultivation..  The  price  of  paf- 
fage  and  your  table  from  Providence  to  New- 
York  is  fix  dollars. 
.   ..  I  ought- 
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I  ought  to  fay  one  word  of  the  packet-boats 
of  this  part  of  America,  and  of  the  facilities 
which  they  offer.  Though,  in  my  opinion,  it 
is  more  advantageous,  and  often  lefs  expenfive, 
to  go  by  land ;  yet  I  owe  fome  praifes  to  the 
cleanlinefs  and  good  order  obfervable  in  thefe 
boats.  The  one  which  I  was  in  contained  four- 
teen beds,  ranged  in  two  rows,  one  above  the 
other;  every  one  had  its  little  window.  The 
chamber  was  well  aired ;  fo  that  you  do  not 
breathe  that  naufeous  air  which  infe£ls  the  pack- 
ets of  the  Englifh  channel.  It  was  well  var- 
niflied ;  and  two  clofe  corners  were  made  in  the 
poop,  which  ferve  as  private  places.  The  pro- 
vilions  were  good.  There  is  not  a  little  town 
on  all  this  coaft,  but  what  has  this  kind  of  pack- 
ets going  to  New- York :  fuch  as  Newhaven, 
New-London,  &c.  They  have  all  the  fame 
neatnefs,  the  fame  embeUifhment,  the  fame  con- 
venience for  travellers.  You  may  be  affured, 
that  there  is  nothing  like  it  on  the  old  con- 
tinent. 


%  LETTER 

HI 
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LETTER    V. 

ON  NEW  YORK. 

Auguft  1788. 
T  HAVE  read  again,  my  dear  friend,  the  de- 

fcription  given  by  Mr.  Crevecoeur,  of  this 
part  of  the  United  States  ;  and  after  having  com- 
pared all  the  articles  of  it  with  what  I  have  feen, 
I  muft  declare,  that  all  the  traits  of  his  pidure 
are  juft. 

Nothing  is  more  magnificent  than  the-fitu- 
ation  of  this  town^ — between  two  majeflic  rivers, 
the  north  and  the  eaft.  The  former  feparates 
it  from  New  Jerfey  :  it  is  fo  large  and  deep,; that 
(hips  of  the  line  anchor  in  it.  I  have  at  this 
moment  under  my  eyes  a  French  fhip  of  1 200 
tons,  deftined  to  the  Eaft-India  trade,  w  hich  has 
come  into  it  to  refit.  Two  inconveniences  are, 
however,  experienced  in  this  river;  the  defcent 
of  ice  in  the  winter,  and  the  force  of  the  north- 
"wefl  wind.  Ships  mount  this  commodious  river 
as  far  as  Albany,  a  town  fituated  an  hundred  and 
feventy  miles  from  New-York. 

Albany  will  yield  very  foon,  in  profperity,  to 
a  town  called  Hudfon,  built  on  a  fpot  where, 

four 
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fbnr  years  ago,  there  was  only  a  fimple  farm- 
houfe.  At  prcfeiit,  it  contains  an  hundred  good 
dwelling-houfes,  a  court-houfe,  public  fountains, 
&c.  More  than  fifty  fhips  are  owned  there, 
which  export  the  American  productions  to  the 
Iflands  and  to  Europe.  Two  whaleing  fhips  are 
of  the  number.  Their  veffels  do  not  winter 
idly,  like  thofe  of  Albany,  in  the  port.  They 
trade  in  the  Weft  Indies  during  this  feafon. 
Poughkeepiie,  on  the  fame  river,  has  doubled 
its  population  and  its  commerce  fince  the  war. 
The  inattention  of  the  people  of  Albany  to  fo- 
reign commerce,  may  be  attributed  to  the  fer- 
tility of  their  lands.  Agriculture  abounds  there, 
and  they  like  not  to  hazard  themfelves  to  the 
dangers  of  the  fea,  for  a  fortune  which  they  can 
draw  from  the  bounty  of  the  foil  which  fur- 
rounds  them.  The  fertiUty  of  the  uncultivated 
lands,  and  the  advantages  which  they  offer,  at- 
tra6l  fettlers  to  this  quarter.  New  fettlements 
are  forming  here;  but  flowly,  becaufe  other 
ftates  furnifh  lands,  if  not  as  fertile,  at  leaft  at- 
tended with  more  advantages  for  agriculture,  as 
they  are  lefs  expofed  to  the  exceffive  rigours  of 
fo  long  a  winter. 

•  When  this  part  of  America  fliall  be  well 
peopled,  the  north  river  will  offer  one  of  the 
fiaeil  channels  for  the  exportation  of  its  produc- 
V  tions 
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tions.     Navigable  for  more  than  two  hundred 
miles  from  the  ocean,  it  communicates  with  the 
river  Mohawk,  with  the  lakes  Oneida,  Ontario, 
Erie,  and  all  that  part  of  Canada.     The  falls 
which  are  found  in  this  route  may  be  eafily  van- 
quifhed  by  canals,  fo  eafy  to  conftru£l  in  a  coun- 
try  abounding  with   men  and  money.     This 
river   communicates  with  Canada   in   another 
quarter,  by  the  lakes  George  and  Champlaine. 
It  is  this  fituation  which  will  render  New  York 
the  channel  of  the  fur-trade,  at  lead  during  the 
exiftence  of  this  kind  of  commerce,  which  fup- 
pofes  the  exiftence  of  favages,  and  great  quanti- 
ties of  uncultivated  lands. 

By  the  Eaft  River,  New  York  communicates 
with  Long-Ifland,   and   with   all   the   Eaftern 
States.     Ships  of  the  line  anchor  likewife  in  this 
river,  and  near  the  quay,  where  they  are  fhel- 
tered  from  the  ftorms  which  fometimes  ravage 
thfrfe  coafts.      This  happy   fituation   of  New 
York  will  explain  to  you  the  caufes  why  the 
Englifli  give  it  the  preference  over  the  other 
parts  of  America.     Being  the  great  market  for 
Connecticut  and  New  Jerfey,  it  pours  in  upon 
thofe  States  the  produdions  of  the  Eaft  Indies, 
and  of  Europe.     It  is  difficult  to  obtain  an  ac- 
count of  the  exportations  and  importations  of 
this  State.     Colonel  Lamb,   who  is  at  the  head 

of 
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of  the  cuftom-houfe,  envelopes  all  his  operations 
in  the  moft  profound  myftery;  it  is  an  efFe£l  of 
the  Dutch  fpirit  which  ftill  governs  this  city. 
The  Dutchman  conceals  his  gains  and  his  com- 
merce ; .  he  lives  but  for  himfelf.  I  have  been 
able,  however,  to  procure  fome  details,  which 
you  will  find  in  the  general  table  of  the  com- 
merce of  the  United  States.  The  Enghfh  have 
a  great  predilecftion  for  this  city,  and  for  its  pro- 
du£lions ;  thus  its  port  is  always  covered  with 
Englifh  fhips.  They  prefer  even  its  wheat ;  fo 
that  the  American  merchants  bring  wheat  from 
Virginia,  and  fell  it  for  that  of  New  York. 

The  prefence  of  Congrefs,  with  the  diplo- 
matic body,  and  the  concourfe  of  flrangers, 
contributes  much  to  extend  here  the  ravages  of 
luxury.  The  inhabitants  are  far  from  complain- 
ing at  it ;  they  prefer  the  fplendour  of  wealth, 
and  the  fhow  of  enjoyment,  to  the  fimplicity  of 
manners,  and  the  pure  pleafures  refulting  from 
it.  The  ufage  of  fmoking  has  not  difappeared 
in  this  town,  with  the  other  cufloms  of  their 
fathers,  the  Dutch.  They  fmoke  cigars,  which 
come  from  the  Spanifh  iflands.  They  are  leaves 
of  tobacco,  rolled  in  form  of  a  tube,  of  fix  inches 
long,  which  are  Imoked  without  the  aid  of  any 
inftrument.  This  ufage  is  revolting  to  the 
French.  It  may  appear  difagreeuble  to  the  wo- 
men. 
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men,  by  deftroying  the  purity  of  the  breath. 
The  philofopher  condemns  it,  as  it  is  a  fuperflu* 
qus  want. 

It  has,  however,  one  advantage ;  it  accufloms 
to  meditation,  and  prevents  loquacity.  The 
fmoker  afks  a  queflion  ;  the  anfwer  comes  two 
minutes  after,  and  it  is  well  founded.  The 
cigar  renders  to  a  man  the  fervice  that  the  phi- 
lofopher drew  from  the  glafs  of  water  which 
he  drank  when  he  was  in  anger. 

The  great  commerce  of  this  city,  and  the  fa- 
cility of  living  here,  augments  the  population  of 
the  State  with  great  rapidity.  In  1773  they 
reckoned  148,124  whites;  in  1786  the  num- 
ber was  219,996. 

If  there  is  a  town  on  the  American  continent 
where  the  EngUfh  luxury  difplays  its  foUies,  it 
is  New  York.  You  will  find  here  the  Englifh 
fa(hions.  In  the  drefs  of  the  women  you  will 
fee  the  mod  brilliant  filks,  gauzes,  hats,  and 
borrowed  hair.  Equipages  arc  rare ;  but  they 
are  elegant.  The  men  have  more  fimplicity  in 
their  drefs ;  they  difdain  gewgaws,  but  they 
take  their  revensie  in  the  luxury  of  the  table. 

Luxury  forms  already,  in  this  town,  a  clafs  of 
men  very  dangerous  in  fociety — I  mean  bache- 
lors. The  expence  of  women  caufes  matrimony 
to  be  dreaded  by  men. 

Tea 
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enjoyed  here,  renders  them  httle  neceflary;  yet 
they  are  fufficiently  numerous. 

I  converled  with  fome  of  them,  and  alked 
what  were  the  difeafes  moft  common  ?  They 
told  me,  bilious  fevers ;  and  that  the  greateft 
part  of  difeafes  among  them,  v/ere  occafioned  by 
exceffive  cold,  and  the  want  of  care;  but  there 
are  few  difeafes  here,  added  they.  The  air  is 
pure;  the  inhabitants  arc  tolerably  temperate; 
the  people  in  good  circumftances,  are  not  fuf- 
ficiently rich  to  give  themlelves  up  to  thofe  de- 
baucheries which  kill  fo  many  in  Europe ;  and 
there  are  no  poor,  provifions  being  fo  cheap. 

Let  thofe  men  who  doubt  the  prodigious  ef- 
fe6ts  that  liberty  produces  on  man,  and  on  his 
induftry,  tranfport  themfelves  to  America.  What 
miracles  will  they  here  behold !  Whilil:  every- 
where in  Europe  the  villages  and  towns  are  fall- 
ing to  ruin,  rather  than  augmenting,  new  edi- 
fices are  here  rifins;  on  all  fides.  New  York  was 
in  great  part  confumed  by  fire  in  the  time  of  the 
war.     The  vefcisres  of  this  terrible  conflao-ration 

o  o 

difappear ;  the  activity  which  reigns  every  where, 
announces  a  riling  profperity;  they  enlarge  in 
every  quarter,  and  extend  their  {greets.  Elegant 
buildings,  in  the  Englifli  ftyie,  take  place  of  thofe 
iharp-roofed  floping  houfes  of  the  Dutch.  You 
find  fome  flill  ftanding  in  the  Dutch  flyle;  they 

K  2  afford 
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afFord  fome  pleafure  to  the  European  obferver? 
they  trace  to  him  the  origin  of  this  colony,  and 
the  manners  of  thofe  who  inhabit  it,  whilft  they 
call  to  his  mind  the  ancient  Belgic  State. 

I  walk  out  by  the  fide  of  the  North  River; 
what  a  rapid  change  in  the  fpace  of  fix  weeks  1 
The  river  is  forced  back  200  feet,  and,  by  a 
fimple  mechanifm,  they  have  conftrudled  a  kind 
of  encafement,  compoled  of  large  trunks  of  trees 
croffing  each  other  at  convenient  diftances,  and 
faftened  together  by  llrong  beams.  They  con- 
duiSl  this  floating  dyke  to  the  place  where  it  is 
to  be  fixed,  and  where  there  is  often  forty  feet 
of  water.  Arrived  at  its  deftination,  it  is  funk 
with  an  enormous  weight  of  ftones.  On  all 
fides  houfes  are  rifing,  and  flreets  extending  :  I 
fee  nothing  but  bufy  workmen  building  and  re- 
pairing. 

At  the  fame  time  they  are  ere6ling  a  building 
for  Congrefs.  They  are  likewife  repairing  the 
hofpital :  this  building  is  in  a  bad  condition  ;  not 
a  fick  perfon  could  be  lodged  in  it  at  the  end  of 
the  war;  it  w^s  a  building  almofl  abandoned: 
they  have  reftored  the  adminiftration  of  it  to  the 
Quakers,  from  whom  it  had  been  taken  away  dur- 
ing the  war ;  they  have  ordered  it  to  be  repaired, 
and  the  reparations  are  executing  with  the  great- 
eft  vigour.  This  building  is  vaft ;  it  is  of  brick, 
■  and 
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and  perfectly  well  lituated  on  the  bank  of  the 
North  River.  It  enjoys  every  advantage:  air 
the  moft  falubrious,  that  may  be  renewed  at 
pleafure;  water  in  abundance;  pleafant  and  ex- 
tend ve  walks  for  the  fick ;  magnificent  and 
agreeable  profpecls  ;  out  of  the  town,  and  yet 
fufficiently  near  it. 

It  is  like  wife  to  the  Quakers,  to  thefe  men  fo 
much  calumniated,  of  whom  I  (hall  fpeak  more 
fully  hereafter,  that  is  owing  the  order  obfervable 
in  the  work-houfe,  of  which  they  have  the  fu- 
perintendance. 

It  is  to  their  zeal  that  is  to  be  attributed  the 
formation  of  the  fociety  for  the  abolition  of  (la- 
very.  As  I  (hall  confecrate  to  this  important  ar- 
ticle a  particular  chapter,  I  fnall  not  fpeak  of  it 
here. 

A  fociety  of  a  more  pompous  title,  but  whofe 
fervices  are  lefs  real,  has  been  lately  formed.  Its 
object  is  the  general  promotion  of  fcience  and 
ufeful  knowledge.  They  aiTemble  rarely,  and 
they  do  nothing.  They  have,  however,  eight 
hundred  pounds  in  the  bank,  which  remain 
idle.  Their  prelident  is  Governor  Clinton ;  and 
he  is  any  other  thing  rather  than  a  man  of 
learnincr. 

This  fociety  will  have  little  fuccefs  here — the 
Dutch  are  no  lovers  of  letters. 

K  3  But 
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But  though  men  of  learning  do  not  abound  ia 
this  city,  the  prefence  of  Congrefs  attracts,  from 
time  to  time,  at  lealT:  from  all  parts  of  America, 
the  moft  celebrated  men.  I  have  ieen  particu- 
larly, Meflrs.  Jay,  Maddifon,  Hamilton,  King, 
and  Thornton.  I  have  already  fpoke  to  you  of 
the  firft. 

The  name  of  Maddifon,  celebrated  in  Ame- 
rica, is  well  known  in  Europe,  by  the  merited 
eulogium  made  of  him  by  his  countryman  and 
friend,  Mr.  Jefferfon. 

Though  flill  youns^,  he  has  rendered  the 
greateft  fervices  to  Virginia,  to  the  American 
confederation,  and  to  liberty  and  humanity  in 
general.  He  contributed  much,  with  Mr.  White, 
in  reforming  the  civil  and  criminal  codes  of  his 
country.  Pie  diftinguifhed  himfelf  particularly 
in  the  conventions  for  the  acceptation  of  the 
new  federal  fyllem.  Virginia  balanced  a  long 
time  in  adhering  to  it.  Mr.  Maddifon  deter- 
mined to  it  the  members  of  the  convention  by 
his  eloquence  and  his  logic.  This  republican 
appears  to  be  but  about  thirty-three  years  of  age. 
He  had,  when  I  faw  him,  an  air  of  fatigue  ;  per- 
haps it  was  the  effect  of  the  immenfe  labours  to 
which  he  has  devoted  himfelf  for  fome  time  pad. 
His  look  announces  a  cenfor;  his  converlation 
difcovers  the  man  of  learning;  and  his  refervp 

was 
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"Was  that  of  a  man  confcious  of  his  talents  and  of 
his  duties. 

DLiring  the  dinner  to  which  he  invited  me, 
they  fpoke  of  the  refuf^il  of  North  Carolina  to 
accede  to  the  n-ew  eonftitution.  The  majority 
againll:  it  was  one  hundred.  Mr.  Maddifon  be- 
lieved that  this  refufal  would  have  no  weight 
on  the  minds  of  the  Americans,  and  that  it 
would  not  impede  the  operations  of  Congrels. 
I  told  him,  that  though  this  refufal  might  be 
regarded  as  a  trifle  in  America,  it  would  have 
great  weight  in  Europe  ;  that  they  would  never 
enquire  there  into  the  motives  which  dictated 
it,  nor  confider  the  fmall  confequence  of  this 
State  in  the  confederation  ;  that  it  would  be  re- 
garded as  a  germe  of  divifion,  calculated  to  re- 
tard the  operations  of  Congrefs  ;  and  that  cer- 
tainly this  idea  would  prevent  th^  refurre(5lion 
of  the  American  credit. 

Mr.  Maddilbn  attributed  this  refulal  to  the 
attachment  of  a  gr^at  part  of  the  inhabitants  of 
that  State  to  their  paper  money,  and  their 
tender-a6l.  He  was  much  inclined  to  believe, 
that  this  difpofition  would  not  remain  a  lono- 
time. 

Mr.  Hamilton  is  the  worthy  fellow- labourer 
of  Mr.  Maddifon ;  his  figure  announces  a  man 
of  thirty-eight  or  forty  years;  he  is  not  tall;  his 

K  4  countenance 
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countenance  is  decided  ;  his  air  is  open  and  mar- 
tial :  he  was  aid-de-camp  to  General  Walhing- 
ton,  who  had  great  confidence  in  him ;  and  he 
well  merited  it.  Since  the  peace,  he  has  taken 
the  profeflion  of  the  law,  and  devoted  himfelf 
principally  to  public  affairs.  He  has  diftinguifli- 
ed  himfelf  in  Congrefs  by  his  eloquence,  and 
the  folidity  of  his  reafoning.  Among  the  works 
which  have  come  from  his  pen,  the  mod  dif- 
tineuiihed  are,  a  number  of  letters  inferted  in 
the  Federalift,  of  which  I  (hall  have  occafion  to 
fpeak  hereafter;  and  the  letters  of  Phocion,  in 
favour  of  the  royalifts.  Mr.  Hamilton  had  fought 
them  with  fuccefs  during  the  war.  At  the 
eftablhhment  of  peace  he  was  of  opinion,  that  it 
was  not  beft  to  drive  them  to  defpair  by  a  ri- 
gorous perfecution.  And  he  had  the  happinefs 
to  s:ain  over  to  thefe  mild  fentiments  thofe  of 
his  compatriots  whofe  refentment  had  been  juflly 
excited  againft  thefe  people,  for  the  woes  they 
had  brought  on  their  country. 

This  young  orator  triumphed  again  in  the 
convention  of  the  State  of  New  York,  where 
the  antifederal  party  was  numerous.  When  the 
convention  was  formed  at  Poughkeepfie,  three 
quarters  of  the  members  were'oppofed  to  the 
new  lyllem.  Mr.  Hamilton,  joining  his  efforts 
to  thole  of  the  celebrated  Jay,  fucceeded  in  con- 
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viiicing  the  mod  obftinate,  that  the  refufal  of 
New  York  would  entrain  the  greateft  misfor- 
tunes to  that  State,  and  to  the  Confederation. 
The  confliitution  was  adopted ;  the  feaft  which 
followed  the  ratification  in  New  York  was  mag- 
nificent ;  the  (hip  Federahft,  which  was  drawn 
in  proceffion,  was  named  Hamilton,  in  honour 
of  this  eloquent  fpeaker. 

He  has  married  the  daughter  of  General 
Schuyler,  a  charming  woman,  who  joins  to  the 
gi-aces  all  the  candour  and  fimplicity  of  an  Ame- 
rican wife.  At  dinner,  at  his  houfe,  I  found 
General  Miflin,  who  diflinguidied  himfelf  for 
his  adlivity  in  the  laft  war.  To  the  vivacity  of 
a  Frenchman,  he  appears  to  unite  every  obligino- 
chara(flerifi:ic. 

Mr.  King,  whom  I  faw  at  this  dinner,  pafles 
for  the  mod:  eloquent  man  of  the  United  States. 
What  ftruck  me  moft  in  him  was  his  modefty. 
He  appears  ignorant  of  his  own  worth.  Mr. 
Hamilton  has  the  determined  air  of  a  republican, 
Mr.  Maddifon  the  meditative  air  of  a  profound 
politician. 

At  this  dinner,  as  at  moft  others  which  I  made 
in  America,  they  drank  the  health  of  M.  de  la 
Fayette.  The  Americans  confider  him  as  one 
of  the  heroes  of  their  liberty.  He  merits  their 
love  and  efteem ;  they  have  not  a  better  friend 

in 
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in  France.  Plis  generofity  to  them  has  been 
maiilfefted  on  all  pubhc  occafions,  and  ftill  more 
ill  private  circumftaaces,  where  benefits  remain 
unknown.  It  is  not,  perhaps,  to  the  honour  of 
France,  or  the  Frenchmen  who  have  been  in 
America,  to  recount  the  fad.  That  he  is  the 
only  one  who  has  fuccouredthe  unhappy  fufFer- 
ers  in  the  fire  at  Bofton*,  and  the  only  one 
whofe  doors  are  open  to  the  Americans. 

Dodor  Thornton,  intimately  conneded  with 
the  Americans  whom  I  have  mentioned,  runs  a 
different  career,  that  of  humanity.  Though ,  by 
his  appearance,  be  does  not  belong  to  the  Society 
of  Friends,  he  has  their  principles,  and  pradifes 
their  morals  with  regard  to  the  blacks.  He  told 
me  the  efforts  which  he  has  made  for  the  execu- 
tion of  a  vaft  projed  conceived  by  him  for  their 
benefit.  Perfuaded  that  there  never  can  exift  a 
fincere  union  between  the  whites  and  the  blacks, 
even  on  admitting  the  latter  to  the  rights  of 
freemen,  he  propofes  to  fend  them  back,  and 
effablifh  them  in  Africa.  This  plan  is  frightful 
at  the  firft  afped ;  but,  on  examination,  it  ap- 
pears to  be  neceffairy  and  advantageous.  I  (hall 
liot  enter  upon  it  here,  but  refervc  it  for  my  let- 
ter on  the  ftate  of  the  blacks  in  this  country.— 

*  He  gave  £.  300  fterling. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Thornton,  who  appears,  by  his  vivacity  and 
his  agreeable  manners,  to  belong  to  the  French 
nation,  is  born  at  Antigua ;  his  mother  has  a 
'  plantation  there.  It  is  there  that,  inftead  of  har- 
denins:  his  heart  to  the  fate  of  the  ne2:roes,  as 
moft  of  the  planters  do,  he  has  acquired  that 
bumanity,  that  compaflion  for  them,  with  which 
he  is  fo  much  tormented.  He  told  me,  he  fliould 
have  fet  his  fiaves  at  hberty,  if  it  had  been  in  his 
power ;  but  not  being  able  to  do  this^  he  treats 
them  like  men. 

I  cannot  finifh  this  letter  without  fpeaking  of 
another  American,  whofe  talents  in  finance  are 
well  known  here;  it  is  Colonel  Duer,  fecretary 
to  the  board  of  treafury.  It  is  difficult  to  unite 
to  a  great  facility  ifi  calculation,  more  exteniive 
views  and  a  quicker  penetration  into  the  moft 
complicated  projects.  To  thefe  qualities  he  ioins 
goodnefs  of  heart ;  and  it  is  to  his  obliging  cha- 
radter,  and  his  zeal,  that  I  owe  much  valuable 
iiiform.ation  on  the  finances  of  this  country, 
which  I  (hall  communicate  hereafter. 

1  {hould  ftill  be  wantins:  in  o-ratitude,  fhould 
I  negleft  to  mention  the  politenefs  and  attention 
{hewed  me  by  the  Prefident  of  Congrefs,  Mr. 
Grifnn.  He  is  a  Virc^inian,  of  very  good  abili- 
lies,  of  an  agreeable  figure,  affable,  and  polite. 
I  faw  at  his  houfe,  at  dinnerj   feven  or  eight 

women. 
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women,  all  dreffed  in  great  hats,  plumes,  &c. 
It  was  with  pain  that  I  remarked  much  of  pre- 
tenfion  in  fome  of  thefe  women  ;  one  adted  the 
o-iddy,  vivacious;  another,  the  woman  of  fenti- 
ment.  This  laft  had  many  pruderies  and  gri- 
maces. Two  among  them  had  their  bofoms 
very  naked.  I  was  fcandalized  at  this  indecency 
among  repubUcans. 

A  Prelident  of  Congrefs  is  far  from  being  fur- 
rounded  with  the  fplendour  of  European  mo- 
narchs;  and  fo  much  the  better.  He  is  not 
durable  in  his  ftation  ;  and  fo  much  the  better. 
He  never  forgets  that  he  is  a  {imple  citizen,  and 
will  foon  return  to  the  flation  of  one.  He  does 
not  give  pompous  dinners ;  and  fo  much  the  bet- 
ter. He  has  fewer  parafites,  and  lefs  means  of 
corruption* 

I  remarked,  that  his  table  was  freed  from 
many  ufiiges  obferved  elfewhere; — no  fatiguing 
prefentations,  no  toads,  fo  defpairing  in  a  nu- 
merous fociety.  Little  wine  was  drank  after 
the  women  had  retired.  Thefe  traits  will  o-ive 
you  an  idea  of  the  temperance  of  this  country; 
temperance,  the  leading  virtue  of  republicans. 

I  ought  to  add  one  word  on  the  finances  of 
this  State.     The  facility  of  railing  an  impoft  on 
foreign  commerce,  puts  them  in  a  iituation  to 
pay,  with  punduality,  the  expences  of  the  Go- 
vernment, 
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vernment,  the  intereft  of  their  State  debt,  and 
their  part  of  the  civil  hfl  of  Congrefs.  Their 
revenues  are  faid  to  amount  to  ^(".80,000,  money 
of  New  York.  The  expences  of  the  city  and 
county  of  New  York  amounted,  in  1787,  to 
one-eighth  of  this  fum,  that  is,  to  ^/T.  10,1 10.  I 
will  add  here  a  ftate  of  thefe  expences : 

Salaries     ----     --     "jC'j/^^  — 

Eledlions     -------        6212  — 

Pumps  and  wells     -----     204     8     4 

Roads  and  flreets     -     -     -     -     -734     2     i 

Poor  houfes     ------    3,791    14     4 

Bridewell,  or  houfe  of  correClioii        899   u      4 
Lamps     ----..-       i>439   19. — 

Night  watch     -     -     -     -     -        i?93i     -  — 

Prifoners     -,-----       ^72   18   10 

Repairs  of  public  buildings     -     -      342   15   11 

Qa^ys 25 

City  of  New  York  -  -  -  -  ^3719  — 
County  of  New  York     -     -     -        1309  — 


X- 10,110     I 


10 


The  bank  of  New  York  enjoys  a  good  repu- 
tation ;  it  is  well  adminiftered.  Its  cafhier  is  Mr. 
William  Seton,  to  whom  Mr.  de  Crevecoeur  has 
addreffed  his  letters;  and  what  will  give-you  a 


good 
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crood  idea  of  his  integrity  js,  that  he  was  chofeii 
to  this  important  place  notwithftanding  his 
known  attachment  to  the  Englifli  caufe*  This 
bank  receives  and  pays,  without  reward,  for 
merchants  and  others,  who  choofe  to  open  an 
accompt  with  it. 


LETTER    VL 

JOURNEY  FROM  NEW  YORK  TO  PHILADELPHIA. 

T  WENT  from  New  York  the  25th  of  Au- 
guft,  at  fix  o'clock  in  the  morning ;  and  had 
the  north  river  to  pafs  before  arriving  at  the 
ftage.  We  paffed  the  ferry  in  an  open  boat, 
and  landed  at  Paulns  Hook :  they  reckon  two 
miles  for  this  ferry,  for  which  we  pay  fixpence, 
money  of  New  York. 

The  carriage  is  a  kind  of  open  waggon,  hnng 
with  double  curtains  of  leather  and  woollen, 
which  you  raife  or  let  fall  at  pleafure :  it  is  not 
well  fufpended.  But  the  road  was  fo  fine,  being 
fand  and  gravel,  that  we  felt  no  inconvenience 
from  that  circumflance.  The  horfes  are  good, 
and  go  with  rapidity.  Thefe  carriages  have  four 
benches,  and  may  contain  twelve  perfons.  The 
light  baggage  is  put  under  the  benches,  and  the 

trunks 
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trunks  fixed  on  behind.  A  traveller  who  docs 
not  choofe  to  take  the  ftage,  has  a  one-horfe  car- 
riage by  himfelf. 

Let  the  Frenchmen  who  have  travelled  in 
thefe  carriages,  compare  them  to  thofe  ufed  in 
France  ;  to  thofe  heavy  diligences,  where  eight 
or  ten  perfons  are  flufled  in  together;  to  thofu 
cabriolets  in  the  environs  of  Paris,  where  two 
perfons  are  clofely  confined,  and  deprived  of  air, 
by  a  dirty  driver,  who  torments  his  miferable 
jades  :  and  thofe  carriages  have  to  run  over  the 
finefl  roads,  and  yet  make  but  out  league  an 
hour.  If  the  Americans  had  fuch  roads,  with 
what  rapidity  would  they  travel  ?  fince,  not- 
withftanding  the  inconvenience  of  the  roads, 
they  now  run  ninety-fix  miles  in  a  day.  Thus, 
with  only  a  century  and  a  half  of  exiftence,  and 
oppofed  by  a  thoufand  obftacles,  they  are  already 
fiiperior  to  people  who  have  been  undifturbed 
in  their  progrefs  of  fifteen  centuries. 

You  find  in  thefe  ftages  men  of  all  profeflions. 
They  fucceed  each  other  with  rapidity.  One 
who  goes  but  twenty  miles,  yields  his  place  to 
one  who  goes  farther.  The  mother  and  daugh- 
ter mount  the  fta^e  to  2:0  ten  miles  to  dine : 
another  ftage  brings  them  back.  At  every  in- 
fant, then,  you  are  making  new  acquaintances. 
The  frequency  of  thefe  carriages,  the  facility  of 

finding 
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finding  places  in  them,  and  the  low  and  fixed 
price,  invite  the  Americans  to  travel.  Thefe 
carriages  have  another  advantage,  they  keep  up 
th«e  idea  of  equality.  The  member  of  Congrefs 
is  placed  by  the  fide  of  the  fhoemaker  who 
eleded  him :  they  fraternize  together,  and  con- 
verfe  with  famiharity.  You  fee  no  perfon  here 
taking  upon  himfelf  thofe  important  airs  which 
you  too  often  meet  with  in  France.  In  that 
country,  a  man  of  condition  would  blu(h  to 
travel  in  a  diligence;  it  is  an  ignoble  carriage; 
one  knows  not  with  whom  he  may  find  himfelf. 
Befides,  it  is  in  flyle  to  run  poji  ;  this  ftyle  ferves 
to  humiliate  thofe  who  are  condemned  to  a  fad 
mediocrity.  From  this  inequality  refult  envy, 
the  talle  for  luxury,  oftentation,  an  avidity  for 
gain,  the  habit  of  mean  and  guilty  meafures  to 
acquire  wealth.  It  is  then  fortunate  for  America, 
that  the  nature  of  things  prevents  this.diftindion 
in  the  mode  of  travelling. 

The  artizan,  or  the  labourer,  who  finds  him- 
felf in  cne  of  thefe  flages  with  a  man  in  place, 
compofes  himfelf,  is  filent ;  or  if  he  endeavours 
to  rife  to  the  level  of  others  by  taking  part  in  the 
converilition,  he  at  leaft  gains  inftruiSlion.  The 
man  in  place  has  lefs  haughtinefs,  and  is  fiicili- 
tated  in  gaining  a  knowledge  of  the  people. 

The  fon  of  Governor  Livingdou  was  in  the 
S  ilage 
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flage  with  me ;  I  fhould  not  have  found  him 
out,  fo  civil  and  eafy  was  his  air,  had  not  the  ta- 
vern-keepers from  time  to  time  addrefled  him 
with  refpe6lful  famiHarity.  I  am  told  that  the 
governor  himfelf  often  ufes  thofe  ftages.  You 
may  have  an  idea  of  this  refpe<n:able  man,  who 
is  at  once  a  writer,  a  governor,  and  a  plowman, 
on  learning  that  he  takes  a  pride  in  calling  him- 
felf a  New  Jerfey  farmer. 

The  American  flages,  then,  are  the  true  po- 
litical carriages.  I  know  that  the  pet'its  maitres 
of  France  would  prefer  a  gay  well-fufpended 
chariot  ;  but  thefe  carriages  roll  in  countries  of 
Baftilles,  in  countries  afflidled  with  great  in- 
■  equality,  and  confequently  with  great  mifery. 

The  road  from  New  York  to  Newark  is  in 
part  over  a  marfh :  I  found  it  really  aftonifhing ; 
it  recals  to  mind  the  indefatigable  induftry  of  the 
ancient  Dutch  fettlers  mentioned  by  Mr.  de 
Crevecoeur.  Built  wholly  of  wood,  with  much 
labour  and  perfeverance  in  the  midft  of  water, 
on  a  foil  that  trembles  under  your  feet,  it  proves 
to  what  point  may  be  carried  the  patience  of 
man,  who  is  determined  to  conquer  nature. 

But  thou2;h  much  of  thefe  marfhes  are  drain- 
ed,  there  remains  a  large  extent  of  them  covered 
with  llagnant  waters,  which  infe£t  the  air,  and 
give  birth  to  thofe  mufquitoes  with  which  you 

Vol.  I.  L  are 
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are  cruelly  tormented,  and  to  an  epidemical  {ever 
which  makes  great  ravages  in  fummer  ;.  ,a  fever 
known  likewile  in  Virginia  and  in  the  Southern. 
States,  in  parts  adjacent  to  the  Tea,  I  am  affured- 
that  the  upper  parts  of  New  Jerfey  are  exempt 
from  this  fever,  and  from  mufquitoes;.  hut  this 
State  is  ravaged  by  a-  political:  fcourge,  more  ter- 
rible than  either ;  it  is  paper  money.  This= 
paper  is  ftill,  in  New  Jerfey,  what  the  people 
call  a  legal  tender  ;  that  is,  you  are  obliged  to 
receive  it  at  its  nominal  value,  as  a  legal  pay-' 
ment. 

I  faw,  in  this  journey,  many  inconveniences 
refulting  from  this  fidlitious  money.  It  gives, 
birth  to  an  infamous  kind  of  traffic,  that  of  buy- 
ing and  felling  it^  by  deceiving  the  ignorant ;  a^ 
commerce  v/hich  difcourages  induftry,  corrupts- 
the  morals,  and  is  a  great  detriment  to.  the 
public.  This  kind  of  ftock -jobber  is  the  enemy 
to  his  fellow-citizens.  He  makes  a  fcience  of 
deceivins:*,  and  this  fcience  is  extrernelv  conta- 
gious.  It  introduces  a  general  dirtruft.  A  per* 
Ion  can  neither  fell  his  land,  nor  borrow  money 
upon  it;  for  fellers  and  lenders  may  be  paid  in  » 
medium  which  may  flill  depreciate,  they  knovi^ 
not  to  what  degree  it  may  depreciate.  A  friend 
dares  not  truft  his  friend.  Inflances  of  perfidy 
of  this  kind  have  been  known  that  are  horrible, 
'-^  Patriotifm. 
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Patriotifm  is  confequently  at  an  end,  cultivatioa 
ianguiflies,  and  commerce  declines.     How  is  it 
pollible,  faid  I  to  Mr.  Livingfton,  that  a  country 
fo  rich  can  have  recourfe  to  paper  money  ?  New 
Jerfey  furniflies   productions   in   abundance  to 
New  York  and  Philadelphia.    She  draws  money, 
then,  conftantly,  from  thole  places ;  fhe  is  their 
creditor.     And  fhall  a  creditor  make  ufe  of  a 
refource  which  can  be  proper  only  for  a  mife- 
rable  debtor  ?   How  is  it  that  the  members  of 
your  legiflature  have  not  made  thefe  reflexions? 
The  reafon  of  it  is  very  fimple,  rephed  he  :  At 
the  clofe  of  the  ruinous  W"  that  we  have  expe- 
rienced, the  greater  part  of  our  citizens  were 
burdened  with  debts.     They  faw  in  this  paper 
money  the  means    of    extricating   themfelves, 
and  they  had  influence  enough  with  their  repre- 
fentatives  to  force  them  to  create  it. — But  the 
evil  falls  at  length  on  the  authors  of  it,   faid  I ; 
they  muft  be  paid  themfelves,  as   well  as  pay 
others,  in  this  fame  paper;  and  why  do  they  not 
fee  that  it  diflionours  their  country,  that  it  ruins 
all  kinds  of  honell:  induftry,   and  corrupts  the 
morals  of  the  people  ?    Why  do  they  not  repeal 
this  legal  tender? — A  ftrong  intereft  oppofes  it, 
replied    he,    of    flock-jobbers    and    fpeculators. 
They  wifh  to  prolong  this  miferable  game,  in 
which  thev  are  fure  to  be  the  winners,  though 
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the  ruin  of  their  country  fhould  be  the  confe- 
quence.  We  expe£l  relief  only  from  the  new 
conftitution,  which  takes  away  from  the  States 
the  power  of  making  paper  money.  All  honeft 
people  wi(h  the  extinction  of  it,  when  filver  and 
gold  would  re-appear ;  and  our  national  induftry 
would  foon  repair  the  ravages  of  the  war. 

From  Newark  we  went  to  dine  at  New- 
Brunfwick,  and  to  fleep  at  Trenton.  The  road 
is  bad  between  the  two  laft  places,  efpecially 
after  a  rain ;  it  is  a  road  difficult  to  be  kept  in 
repair.  We  pafled  by  Prince-Town ;  this  part 
of  New  Jerfey  is  very  well  cultivated.  Mr.  de 
Crevecoeur  ha*s  not  exaggerated  in  his  defcription 
of  it.  All  the  towns  are  well  built,  whether  in 
wood,  ftone,  or  brick.  Thefe  places  are  too 
well  known  in  the  military  annals  of  this  coun- 
try, to  require  that  I  fhould  fpeak  of  them.  The 
taverns  are  much  dearer  on  this  road  than  in 
Maffachufetts  and  Conne£licut :  I  paid  at  Tren- 
ton, for  a  dinner,  three  (hillings  and  fixpence, 
money  of  Pennfylvania, 

We  pafled  the  ferry  from  Trenton  at  feven  in 
the  morning.  The  Delaware,  which  feparates 
Pennfylvania  from  New  Jerfey,  is  a  fuperb  river, 
navigable  for  the  largefl:  fhips.  Its  navigation  is 
intercepted  by  the  ice  during  two  months  in  the 
year.   ■  Veflbls  are  not  attacked  here  by  thofe 

worms 
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worms  which  are  fo  deftrudive  to  them  in  rivers 
farther  fouth. 

The  profpefl  from  the  middle  of  the  river  is 
charming :  on  the  right  you  fee  mills  and  ma- 
nufaftories ;  on  the  left,  two  charming  little 
towns,  which  overlook  the  water.  The  bor- 
ders of  this  river  are  ftillin  their  wild  ftate.  In 
the  forefts  which  cover  them  are  fome  enormous 
trees.  There  are  likewife  fome  houfes;  but 
they  are  not  equal,  in  point  of  fimple  elegance, 
to  thofe  of  Maflachufetts. 

We  breakfafled  at  Briftol,  a  town  oppofite  to 
Burlin2;ton.  It  was  here  that  the  famous  Penn 
firft  planted  his  tabernacles.  But  it  was  repre- 
fented  to  him,  that  the  river  here  did  not  furnilh 
anchoring  ground  fo  good  and  fo  fafe  as  the  place 
already  inhabited  by  the  Swedes,  where  Phila- 
delphia has  lince  been  built.  He  refolved,  then, 
to  purchafe  this  place  of  them,  give  them  other 
lands  in  exchange,  and  to  leave  Briftol. 

Paffing  the  river  Shammony  on  a  new  bridge, 
and  then  the  village  of  Frankford,  we  arrived  at 
Philadelphia  by  a  fine  road  bordered  with  the 
beft  cultivated  fields  and  elegant  houfes,  which 
announce  the  neighbourhood  of  a  great  town. 
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LETTER    VII. 

JOURNEY  TO  TURLINGTON. 

Aug.  27,  1788. 
T  HAD  paffed  but  few  hours  at  Philadelphia, 
when  a  particular  bufinefs  called  me  to  Bur-? 
lington,  on  the  borders  of  the  Delaware.  It  15 
an  elegant  little  town,  more  ancient  than  Phila- 
delphia. Many  of  the  inhabitants  are  Friends, 
or  Quakers :  this  was  formerly  their  place  of 
general  rendezvous. 

From  thence  I  went  to  the  country  houfe  of 
Mr.  Temple  Franklin.  He  is  the  grandfon  of 
the  celebrated  Franklin,  and  as  well  known  in 
France  for  his  amiable  qualities  as  for  his  general 
information.  His  houfe  is  five  miles  from  Bur- 
lington, on  a  fandy  foil,  covered  with  a  foreft  of 
pines.  His  houfe  is  fimple,  his  garden  is  well 
kept,  he  has  a  good  library,  and  his  fituation 
feems  deftined  fop  the  retreat  of  a  philofopher. 

I  dined  here  with  five  or  fix  Frenchmen,  who 
becran  their  converfation  with  invcftives  a2:ain0: 
America  and  the  Americans,  againfl  their  want 
of  laws,  therr  paper  money,  and  their  ill  faith. 
I  defended  the  Americans,  or  rather  I  defired  to 
be  iuftrudcd   by   fids;  for  I  was  determined 
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■Tjo  more  to  believe  in   the  opinions  of  indivi- 
duals. 

You  wifli  for  fa6l5,  faid  one  of  t.hem,  who 
hzd  exifted  in  this  country  for  thre-e  years :  I 
■will  give  you  fome. — I  fay  that  the  country  is 
a  miferable  one.  In  New  Jerfey,  where  we 
now  are,  there  is  no  money,  there  is  nothing 
but  paper.  The  money  is  locked  up,  faid  Mr^ 
'Franklin.  Would  you  have  a  man  be  fool  enough 
to  exchange  it  for  depreciated  rags?  Wait  till 
the  law  fhall  take  .the  paper  from  circulation. — 
But  you  cannot  borrow  money  on  the  beft  fe- 
curity.  I  believe  it,  faid  Mr.  Franklin;  the 
lender  fears  to  be  paid  in  paper. — Thefe  fads 
j)rove  not  the  fcarcity  of  money,  but  the  pru- 
dence of  thofe  who  hold  it,  and  the  influence 
that  debtors  have  in  the  legillature. 

They  paiTed  to  another  point.  Your  laws  are 
arbitrary,  and  often  unjufi: :  for  inftance,  there  is 
a  law  lavins:  a  tax  of  a  dollar  on  the  fecond  dosr; 
and  this  tax  augnsents  in  proportion  to  the  num- 
ber that  a  man  keeps.  Thus  a  labourer  has  need 
of  dogs,  but  he  is  deprived  of  their  fuccour. — He 
has  no  need  of  them.,  faid  Mr.  Franklin,  he 
keeps  them  but  for  his  pleafure ;  and  if  any 
thing  ought  to  be  taxed,  it  is  pleafure.  The 
dogs  are  injurious  to  the  fheep  ;  inftead  of  de- 
fending them  they  often  kill  them.     I  was  one 
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of  the  firfl:  to  follclt  this  law,  becaufe  we  are  in- 
fefted  with  dogs  from  this  quarter.  To  get  rid 
of  them  we  have  put  a  tax  on  them,  and  it  has 
produced  falutary  effedls.  The  money  arifing 
from  this  tax  is  deflined  to  indemnify  thofe 
whofe  flieep  are  deflroyed  by  thefe  animals. 

My  Frenchman  returned  to  the  charge: — 
But  your  taxes  are  extremely  heavy. — You  iliall 
judge  of  that,  fays  Mr.  Franklin :  I  have  an 
eftate  here  of  five  or  fix  hundred  acres ;  my  taxes 
lafl  year  amounted  to  eight  pounds  in  paper 
money;  this  reduced  to  hard  money,  is  fix 
pounds. 

Nothing  can  be  more  conclafive  than  thofe 
replies.  I  am  fure,  however,  that  this  French- 
man has  forgot  them  all;  and  that  he  will  go 
and  declare  in  France,  that  the  taxes  in  New 
Jerfey  are  diflrefllngly  heavy,  and  that  the  impo- 
fition  on  dogs  is  abominable. 

Burlington  is  feparated  from  Bridol  only  by 
the  river.  Here  is  fome  commerce,  and  fome 
men  of  confiderable  capital.  The  children  here 
have  that  air  of  health  and  decency  which  cha- 
raderifes  the  fed  of  the  Quakers. 


LETTER 
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LETTER    VIII.  > 


Aug.  28,  1788. 

f\^  returning  from  Burlington,  I  went  with 
Mr.  Shoemaker  to  the  houfe  of  his  father- 
in-law,  Mr.  Richardfon,  a  farmer,  who  lives 
near  Middleton,  twenty-two  miles  from  Phila- 
delphia. 

Mr.  Shoemaker  is  thirty  years  of  age;  he  was 
not  educated  in  the  feci  of  Friends:  he  declared 
to  me  that,  in  his  youth,  he  w^s  far  from  their 
principles;  that  he  had  lived  in  pleafure;  that 
growing  weary  of  it,  he  refleded  on  his  condu£l, 
and  refolved  to  change  it ;  that  he  fludied  the 
principles  of  the  Quakers,  and  foon  hecame  a 
member  of  their  fociety,  notwithflanding  the 
railleries  of  his  friends.  He  had  married  the 
daughter  of  this  Quaker  to  whofe  houfe  we 
were  going.  I  wifhed  to  fee  a  true  American 
farmer. 

I  was  really  charmed  with  the  order  and  neat- 
nefs  of  this  houfe,  and  of  its  inhabitants.  They 
have  three  fons  and  feven  daughters.  One  of  the 
latter  only  is  married ;  three  others  are  mar- 
riageable. They  are  beautiful,  eafy  iu  their  man- 
ners. 
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tiers,  and  decent  in  their  deportment.  Their 
•drefs  is  fimple  ;  they  wear  fine  cotton  on  Sun- 
day, and  that  which  is  not  fo  fine  on  other  days, 
Thefe  dau2;hters  aid  their  mother  in  the  ma- 
na2:ement  of  the  familv.  The  mother  has  muck 
activity ;  (he  held  in  her  arms  a  little  grand- 
daughter, which  was  careffed  by  all  the  children* 
It  is  tmly  a  patriarchal  family.  The  father  is 
occupied  conftantly  in  the  fields.  We  converfed 
much  on  the  Society  of  Friends,  the  Society  in 
France  for  the  abolition  of  fiavery,  the  growing 
of  wheat,  &c. 

No,  never  was  I  fo  much  edified  as  in  this 
houie;  it  is  the  afylum  of  union,  friendftiip,  and 
hofpitality.  The  beds  were  neat,  the  linen 
white,  the  covering  elegant;  the  cabinets,  delks, 
chairs,  and  tables,  were  of  black  walnut,  well 
pohflied,  and  fhining.  The  garden  furnilhed 
vegetables  of  all  kinds,  and  fruits.  There  were 
ten  horfes  in  the  ftable ;  the  Indian  corn  of  the 
laft  year,  ftill  on  the  cob,  lay  in  large  quantities 
in  a  cabin,  of  which  the  narrow  planks,  placed 
at  Imalldiflances  from  each  other,  leave  openings 
for  the  circulation  of  the  air. 

The  barn  was  full  of  wheat,  oats,  &c.;  their 
cows  furnilh  delicious  milk  for  the  familv,  of 
•which  they  make  excellent  cheefe;  their  Iheep 
give  them  the  wool  of  which  the  cloth  is  made 

which 
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which  covers  the  father  and  the  children.  This 
cloth  is  fpun  in  the  houfe,  wove  and  fulled  in 
the  neighbourhood.  All  the  linen  is  made  in  the 
houfe. 

Mr.  Shoemaker  fhewed  me  the  place  vi^here 
this  v^^.orthy  cultivator  was  going  to  build  a 
houfe  for  his  eldeft  fon.  You  fee,  fays  he  to 
me,  the  wealth  of  this  good  farmer.  His  father 
was  a  poor  Scotchman ;  he  came  to  America, 
and  applied  himfelf  to  agriculture,  and  by  his 
induftry  and  economy  amafl'ed  a  large  fortune. 
This  fon  of  his  is  iikewife  rich  :  he  fells  his 
srain  to  a  miller  in  the  nei2;hbourhood  ;  his  ve- 
getables,  butter,  and  cheefe,  are  fent  once  a 
week  to  town. 

I  went  to  fee  this  miller.  I  recoUeded  what 
Mr.  de  Crevecoeur  had  faid  in  praiie  of  the  Ame~ 
rican  mills.  This  one  merited  eulogy  for  its 
iieatnefs,  and  for  the  intelligence  with  which 
the  different  operations  were  diftributed.  There 
were  three  fets  of  ftones  deftined  to  the  making 
of  flour  of  different  degrees  of  finenefs.  They 
employ  only  the  ftones  of  France  for  the  firft 
quality  of  flour.  They  are  exported  from  Bour- 
deaux  and  Rouen.  In  thefe  mills  they  have  mul- 
tiplied the  machinery,  to  fpare  hand  labour  in 
all  the  operations ;  fuch  as  hoifting  the  wheat, 
^leanfing  it,  raifing  the  flour  to  the  place  where 
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it  is  to  be  fpread,  colledling  it  again  into  the 
chamber  where  it  is  to  be  put  in  barrels. 

Thefe  barrels  are  marked  at  the  mill  with  the 
name  of  the  miller;  and  this  mark  indicates  the 
quality  of  the  flour.  That  which  is  defigned 
for  exportation,  is  again  infpe£led  at  the  port; 
and,  if  not  merchantable,  it  is  condemned. 

The  millers  here  are  flour-merchants ;  mills 
are  a  kind  of  property  which  enfures  a  conftant 
income. 


LETTER    IX. 

VISIT  FROM  THE  GOOD  WARNER  MIFLIN. 

Aug.  30,   1788. 

T  WAS  Tick,  and  Warner  Miflin  came  to  fee 
me.  You  know  Warner  Miflin ;  you  have 
read  the  eulogium  made  of  him  by  M.  de  Cre- 
vecoeur.  It  is  he  who  firfl  freed  all  his  flaves ;  it 
is  he  who,  without  a  paflport,  traverfed  the 
Britifli  army,  and  fpoke  to  General  Howe  with 
fo  much  firmnefs  and  dignity  ;  it  is  he  who, 
fearinsr   not   the   efFeds  of  the  oreneral  hatred 

o  o 

againfl  the  Quakers,  went,  at  the  rilk  of  being 

treated  as  a  fpy,  to  prefent  himfelf  to  General 

5  Wafliington, 
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Wafhington,  to  juftify  to  him  the  condu£l  of 
the  Quakers ;  it  is  he  that,  ia  the  midft  of  the 
furies  of  war,  equally  a  friend  to  the  French, 
the  Englifh,  and  the  Americans,  carried  gene- 
rous fuccours  to  thofe  among  them  who  were 
fufFering.  Well,  this  angel  of  peace  came  to 
fee  me.  I  am  Warner  Miflin,  fays  he;  I  have 
read  the  book  wherein  thou  defendeft  the  caufe 
of  the  Friends,  wherein  thou  preacheft  the  prin- 
ciples of  univerfal  benevolence ;  I  knew  that 
thou  vvafl:  here,  and  I  am  come  to  fee  thee ;  be- 
iides,  I  love  thy  nation.  I  was,  I  confefs,  much 
prejudiced  againft  the  French ;  I  even  hated 
them,  having  been,  in  this  refpe6t,  educated  in 
the  Englifh  principles.  But  when  I  came  to 
fee  them,  a  fecret  voice  faid  to  me,  that  I  ou^-ht 
to  drive  from  my  heart  that  prejudice;  that  I 
ought  to  know  them,  and  love  them.  I  have 
then  fought  for  them.  I  have  known  them ; 
and  it  is  with  pleafure  I  have  found  them  poflefs 
a  fpirit  of  mildnefs  and  general  benevolence 
which  I  had  never  found  amons;  the  Endifh. 

I  cannot  report  to  you  all  the  converfation  of 
this  worthy  Quaker ;  it  made  a  deep  imprefiiou 
on  my  heart.  What  humanity !  and  what  cha- 
rity! It  feems,  that  to  love  mankind,  and  to 
fearch  to  do  them  good,  con  flit  utes  his  only 
pleafure,  his  only  exigence  j  his  conftant  occupa- 
tion 
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tion  is  to  find  the  means  of  making  all  men  but 
one  family ;   and  he  does  not  defpair  of  it.     He 
Ipoke   to   me   of  the   Society   of  Quakers   at 
Nifmes,  and  of  feme  friends  in  America  and 
Enc^land,  who  have  been  to  vifit  them.     He  re- 
o-airded  them  as  inftruments  deftined  to  propa- 
o-ate  the  principles  of  the  fociety  through   the 
world.     I    mentioned    to   him  fome  obftacles; 
fiich  as  the  corruption  of  our  morals,  and  the 
oower  of  the  clergy.     Oh  !   my  friend,  faid  he, 
is  not  the  arm  of  the  Almighty  ftronger  than  the 
arm  of  man  ?    What  were  we  when  the  fociety 
took  its  birth  in  England  ?    What  was  America 
thirteen  years  ago,  when  Benezet  raifed  his  voice 
ao-ainft  the  flavery  of  the  blacks  ?   Let  us  always 
endeavour  to  do  good;  fear  no  obflacles,  and  the 
good  will  be  done. 

All  this  was  faid  without  the  leaft  oftentation. 
He  faid  what  he  felt,  what  he  had  thought  a 
thoufand  times ;  he  fpoke  from  the  heart,  and 
not  from  the  head.  He  realized  what  he  had 
told  me  of  that  fecret  voice,  that  internal  fpirit, 
of  which  the  Quakers  fpeak  fo  much  ;  he  was 
animated  by  it.  Ah  !  who  can  fee,  who  can 
hear  a  man,  i^o  much  exalted  above  human 
nature,  without  refleding  on  himfelf,  without 
endeavouring  to  imitate  him,  without  blufhing 
at   his   own    weaknefs  ?    What   are  the   fined 

vvritings,. 
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writings,  in  comparifon  with  a  life  fo  pure,  a? 
conduit  fo  conftantly  devoted  to  the  o-ood  otr 
humanity  ?  How  fmall  I  appeared  in  contem- 
plating him  !  And  (h-all  we  cakimiiiate  a  fe6t  to^ 
which  a  man  fo  venerable  belon2;s  ?  Shall  we 
paint  it  as  the  center  of  hypocrify  and  deceit  } 
We  muft  then  fuppofe  that  Miftin  counterfeits 
humanity,*  that  he  is  in  concert  with  hypocrites^ 
or  that  he  is  blind  to  their  true  charailer.  To 
counterfeit  humanity,  to  confent  to  facrifite 
one's  iciterefts,  to  be  fcoffed  and  ridiculed,  to  im- 
|5art  his  goods  to  the  poor,  to  enfranchife  his  ne- 
groes, and  all  this  by  hypocrify,  would  be  a  very 
bad  fpeculation  ;  hypocrify  makes  better  calcu- 
lations. But,  if  you  fuppofe  this  man  to  be  true 
and  honeft  as  to  himfelf,  can  you  imagine  him 
to  be  in  concert  with  knaves  ?  This  would  be 
an  abfurd  contradi<il:ion.  Finally,  on  hearing 
this  man,  full  of  good  fenfe,  and  endowed  with 
a  folid  judgment,  reafoning  with  fo  much  force, 
can  you  believe  that  he  has  been,  for  all  his  life, 
the  dupe  cf  a  band  of  (harpers,  when  he  is  at 
th-e  lame  time  in  all  their  mofl:  fecret  counfels^ 
and  one  of  their  chiefs  ?  Yes,  my  friend,  I  r?^ 
peat  it,  the  attachment  of  an  angel  hke  Warner 
Miflin  to  the  fe<5l  of  Quakers,  is  the  faireft  apo- 
logy for  that  fociety. 

He  took  me  one  day  to  fee  his  intended  wife^ 

Mils 
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Mils  Ameland,  whom  he  was  to  marry  in  a  few 
days.  She  is  a  worthy  companion  of  this  repu- 
table Quaker.  What  mildnefs !  what  modefty  I 
and,  at  the  fame  time,  what  entertainment  in 
her  converfation  !  Mifs  Ameland  once  loved  the 
world.  She  made  verfes  and  mufic,  and  was 
fond  of  dancing.  Though  young  ftill,  fhe  has 
renounced  all  thefe  amufements,  to  embrace  the 
life  of  an  anchorite.  In  the  midft  of  the  world, 
ihe  has  perfifted  in  her  defign,  notwithftanding 
the  pleafantries  of  her  acquaintance. 


LETTER    X. 

THE  FUNERAL  OF  A  QUAKER  — A  OlTAKER 
MEETING. 


T  WAS  prefent  at  the  funeral  of  Thomas  Hol- 
well,  one  of  the  elders  of  the  Society  of 
Friends.  James  Pemberton  conduced  me  to 
it.  I  found  a  number  of  Friends  affembled 
about  the  houfe  of  the  deceafed,  and  waiting  in 
filence  for  the  body  to  appear.  It  appeared,  and 
was  in  a  coffin  of  black  walnut,  without  any 
covering  or  ornament,  borne  by  four  Friends; 
fome  women  followed,  who,  I  was  told,  were 

the 
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the  neareft  relatives  and  grand-children  of  the 
deceafed*.     All  his  friends  followed  in  filence, 
two  by  two.   I  was  of  the  number.    There  were 
no  places  defignated;   young  and  old   mingled 
together;   but  all  bore  the  fame  air  of  gravity 
and  attention.     The  burying  ground  is  in  the 
town  ;   but  it  is  not  furrounded  with  houfes.     I 
faw  near  fome  of  the  graves    fome    pieces  of 
black  flones,  on  which  the  names  only  of  the 
dead  were  engraved.     The  greateft  part  of  the 
Quakers  diflike  even  this ;  they  fay,  that  a  man 
ought  to  live  in  the  memory  of  his  friends,  not 
by  vain  infcriptions,  but  by  good  actions.     The 
grave  was  fix  or  feven  feet  deep  ;  they  placed  the 
body  by  the  fide  of  it.     On  the  oppoiite  fide 
were  feated,  on  wooden  chairs,  the  four  women 
who  appeared  to  be  the  moft  afte6led.     The 
people   gathered  round,  and  remained  for  five 
.  minutes  in  profound  meditation.    All  their  coun- 
tenances marked  a  gravity  fuitable  to  the  occa- 
fion,  but  nothing  of  grief.     This  interval  being 
elapfed,  they  let  down  the  body,  and  covered  it 
with  earth;   when  a  man  advanced  near   the 
grave,  planted  his  cane  in  the  ground,  fixed  his 
hat  upon  it,  and  began  a  difcourfe  relative  to  this 

*  None  of  them  were  dreft  in  black.     The  Q^iakers  rec-ard 
this  teftimony  of  grief  as  childiih. 

Vol.  L  M  fad 


1 62  NEW    TRAVELS    IN    THE 

fiid  ceremony.  He  trembled  in  all  his  body, 
and  his  eyes  were  ftaring  and  wild.  His  dil- 
courfe  turned  upon  the  tribulations  of  this  life, 
the  neceliity  of  recurring  to  God,  &c.  When 
he  had  finifhed,  a  woman  threw  herfelf  on  her 
knees,  made  a  very  fhort  prayer,  the  men  took 
off  their  hats,  and  all  retired. 

I  was  at  firfl  furprifed,  I  confefs,  at  this 
trembling  of  the  preacher.  We  are  fo  accuftom- 
ed,  by  our  European  philoiophy,  to  conlider 
thofe  appearances  as  the  effect  of  hypocrify,  and 
to  annex  to  them  the  idea  of  ridicule,  that  it 
\vas  difficult  to  prevent  myfelf  from  being  feized 
with  a  like  impreflion  :  but  I  recolleded  that 
Ibmething  (imilar  had  happened  to  me  a  hundred 
times  ;  when  1  had  been  warmed  with  a  fubject, 
and  drawn  into  an  interefting  difcuffion,  I  have 
been  tranfported  out  of  myfelf  to  fuch  a  degree, 
that  I  could  neither  fee  nor  hear,  but  experienced 
a  confiderable  trembling.  Hence  I  concluded, 
that  it  might  be  natural,  efpecially  to  a  man 
continually  occupied  in  meditation  on  the  Al- 
mighty, on  death,  and  a  future  flate.  I  went 
from  thence  with  thefe  Friends  to  their  meet^ 
in?-.  The  mofl  profound  filence  reigned  for 
near  an  hour;  when  one  of  their  miniliers,  or 
elders,  who  fat  on  the  front  bench,  rofe,  pro- 
nounced four  words — then  was  filent  for  a  mi- 
nute^ 
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nute,  then  fpoke  four  words  more;  and  his 
whole  difcourfe  was  pronounced  in  this  manner. 
This  method  is  generally  followed  by  their 
preachers;  for  another  who  fpoke  after  him, 
obferved  the  fame  intervals. 

Whether  I  judged  from  habit  or  reafbn,  I 
know  not ;  but  this  manner  of  fpeaking  appeared 
to  me  not  calculated  to  produce  a  great  effedt : 
for  the  fenfe  of  the  phrafe  is  perpetually  inter- 
rupted, and  the  hearer  is  obliged  to  guefs  at  the 
meaning,  or  be  in  fufpenfe;  either  of  which  is 
fatiguing.  But  before  forming  a  decilive  opi- 
nion, we  ought  to  enquire  into  the  reafons  which 
have  led  the  Quakers  to  adopt  this  method. 
Certainly  the  manner  of  the  ancient  orators  and 
modern  preachers  is  better  imagined  for  pro- 
ducing the  great  effe£l:  of  eloquence.  They 
fpeak  by  turns,  to  the  imagination,  to  the 
pallions,  and  to  the  reafon ;  they  pleafe  in  order 
to  move  ;  they  pleafe  in  order  to  convince;  and 
it  is  by  pleafure  that  they  draw  you  after  them. 
This  is  the  eloquence  neceflary  for  men  ener- 
vated and  enfeebled,  who  wifli  to  fpare  them- 
felves  the  trouble  of  thinking.  The  Quakers 
are  of  a  different  character  ;  they  early  habituate 
themfelves  to  meditation  ;  they  are  men  of  much 
reflexion,  and  of  few  words.  They  have  no 
need,  then,  of  preachers  with  founding  phrafes 

IM  2  and 
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and  long  ferm©ns.  They  difdain  elegance  as  art 
ulelefs  amufcment;  and  long  fermons  appear 
difproportioned  to  the  force  of  the  human  mind, 
and  improper  for  the  divine  fervice.  The  mind 
fliQuld  not  be  loaded  with  too  many  truths  at 
once,  if  you  wifli  they  fhould  make  a  lading 
impreflion.  The  object  of  preaching  being  to 
convert,  it  ought  rather  to  lead  to  reflection, 
than  to  dazzle  and  amufe. 

I  obferved  in  the  countenances  of  all  this 
congregation  an  air  of  gravity  mixed  with  fad- 
nefs.  Perhaps  I  am  prejudiced  ;  but  I  fhould 
like  better,  while  people  are  adoring  their  God, 
to  fee  them  have  an  air  which  would  difpofe 
perfons  to  love  each  other,  and  to  be  fond  of  the 
worfliip.  Such  an  air  would  be  attra6ting  to 
young  people,  whom  too  much  fe verity  difgufts. 
Beiides,  why  ihould  a  perfon  with  a  good  con- 
fcience,  pray  to  God  with  a  fad  countenance  ? 

The  prayer  which  terminated  this  meeting 
was  fervent ;  it  was  pronounced  by  a  minifter, 
who  fell  on  his  knees.  The  men  took  off  their 
hats;  and  each  retired,  after  having  fhaken. 
hands  with  his  neighbour. 

What  a  difference  between  the  fimplicity  of 
this,  and  the  pomp  of  the   catholic  worlhip! 
Reformation,  in  all  ftages,  has  diminifhed  the 
formalities :  you  will  find  this  regular  diminu- 
tion 
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tion  111  dercendlng  from  the  Catholic  to  the  Lu- 
theran, from  the  Lutheran  to  the  Prefbyterian, 
and  from  thence  to  Quakers  and  Methodifls. 
It  is  thus  that  human  reafon  progreffes  towards 
perfedion. 

In  confldering  the'  fimpllcity  of  the  Qiiaker's 
worfhip,  and  the  air  of  fadnefs  that  in  the  eyes 
of  Grangers   appears   to    accompany  it,    an   air 
which    one   would  think  difgufling    to  youno- 
people,  even  of  their  own  fe6l,  I  have  been  fur- 
prifed  that  the  Society  fhould  maintain  a  concur- 
rence with  more  brilliant  fe£ls,  and  even  increafe 
by  making  profelytes  from  them.     This  effect 
is  principally  to  be  attributed   to  the  fingular 
image  of  domeftic  happincfs  which  the  Quakers 
enjoy.     Renouncing  all  external  pleafures,  mu- 
fic,   theatres,  and  fhows,  they  are  devoted  to 
their  duties  as  citizens,  to  their  families,  and  to 
their  bufinefs;   thus  they  arc  beloved  by  their 
wives,  cheriftied  by  their  children,  and  efteemed 
by   their   neighbours.      Such   is   the   fpetSlacle 
which  has  often  drawn  to  this  Society  men  who 
have  ridiculed  ifin  their  youth. 

The  hiftory  of  the  Quakers  will  prove  the 
faliity  of  a  principle  often  advanced  in  politics. 
It  is  this :  that,  to  maintain  order  in  fociety,  it 
is  neceflary  to  have  a  mode  of  worfhip  ilriking 
to  the  fenfes ;  and  that  the  more  fhow  and  pomp 

M  3  nre 
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are  introduced  into  it,  the  better.  This  is  what 
has  given  birth  to,  and  flill  iuftines,  our  full 
chants^  owx  fpiritual  concerts,  ovw  proceJJto7is,  our 
ornaments^  he.  Two  or  three  hundred  thoufand 
Quakers  have  none  of  thefe  mummeries,  and  yet 
they  obferve  good  order. 

This  fa£l  has  led  me  to  another  conclufion, 
the  folidity  of  which  has  been  hitherto  difputed. 
It  is,  the  poflibility  of  a  natmi  of  Deijls*,  A 
nation  of  Deifts,  maintaining  good  government, 
would  be  a  miracle  in  political  religion.  And 
why  fliould  it  not  exift,  when  knowledge  fhall 
be  more  univerfally  extended,  when  it  fliall  pe- 
netrate all  ranks  of  fociety?  What  difference 
would  there  be  between  a  fociety  of  Deifts,  and 
one  of  Quakers,  alTembling  to  hear  a  difcourfe  on 
the  immortality  of  the  foul,  and  to  pray  to  God 
in  fimple  language  ? 

*  Neither  the  Englifh  nor  Americans  attach  the  fame  idea 
to  this  word  that  a  Frenchman  does.  They  confider  a  Delft 
as  a  kind  of  Materialift. — I  underftand  by  a  Deift,  a  man  that 
believes  in  God,  and  the  immortality  of  the  foul. 


LETTER 
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L  E  T  T  E  R     XL 

VISIT  TO   A  BETTERING-HOUSE,    OR  HOUSE  OP 
CORRECTION*. 

Sept.  I,    1788. 

'"p'HIS  hofpltal  is  fituated  in  the  open  country, 
in  one  of  thofe  parts  of  the  original  plan  of 
Philadelphia  not  yet  covered  with  houfes.  It  is 
already  divided  into  regular  ftreets ;  and,  God 
grant  that  thefe  projected  ftreets  may  never  be 
any  thing  more  than  imaginary  !  If  they  fhould 
one  day  be  adorned  with  houfes,  it  would  be  a" 
misfortune  to  the  hofpitals,  to  Peniifylvania,  and 
to  all  America. 

This  hofpital  is  conftru^led  of  bricks,  and 
compofed  of  two  large  buildings  ;  one  for  men, 
and  the  other  for  women.  There  is  a  feparation 
in  the  court,  Vx^hich  is  common  to  them.  This 
inftitution  has  feveral  obje6ls :  they  receive  into 
it  the  poor,  the  iick,  orphans,  women  in  tra- 
vail, and  perfons  attacked  with  venereal  difeafes. 
They  likewife  confine  here  vagabonds,  diforder- 
ly  perions,  and  girls  of  fcandalous  lives. 

*  This  houfe  Is  properly  named ;  becaufe,  contrary  to  the 
ordinary  efFe£t  of  hofpitals,  it  renders  the  prifoners  better. 

M  4  There 
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There  exifts  then,  you  will  fay,  even  in  Phi- 
ladelphia, that  difgiifling  commerce  of  difeafes, 
lathcr  than  of  pleafures,  which  for  fo  long  a  time 
has  empoifoned  our  continent.  Yes,  my  friend, 
two  or  three  of  the  mofl  confiderable  maritime 
towns  of  the  new  continent  are  afflidled  by  this 
leprofy.  It  was  almofl  unknown  before  the 
revolution;  but  the  abode  of  foreign  armies  has 
naturalized  it,  and  it  is  one  of  thofe  fcourges  for 
which  the  free  Americans  are  indebted  to  us. 
But  this  traffic  is  not  carried  on  fo  fcandaloudy 
as  at  Paris  or  London.  It  is  reftrained,  it  is  held 
in  contempt,  and  almofl:  imperceptible.  I  ought 
to  fay,  to  the  honour  of  the  Americans,  that  it 
is  nourished  only  by  emigrants  and  European 
travellers;  for  the  fan^lity  of  marriage  is  flill 
univerfally  refpe£ted  in  America.  Young  people 
marrying  early,  and  without  obftacles,  are  not 
tempted  to  go  and  difhonour  and  empoifon  them- 
felves  in  places  of  pro  flit  ut  ion. 

But,  to  finifh  my  account  of  this  hofpital, 
there  are  particular  halls  appropriated  to  each 
clafs  of  poor,  and  to  each  fpecies  of  ficknefs  ;  and 
each  hall  has  its  fuperintendant.  This  inflitu- 
tion  was  rich,  and  well  adminiflered  before  the 
war.  The  greater  part  of  the  adminiftrators  were 
Quakers.  The  war  and  paper  money  introduced 
a  different  order  of  things.  The  legiflature  re- 
lolvcd  not  to  admit  to  its   adminiflration  any 

perfons 
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perfons  but  fuch  as  had  taken  the  oath  of  fidelity 
to  the  State.  The  Quakers  were  by  this  ex- 
cluded, and  the  management  of  it  fell  into  hands 
not  fo  pure.  The  fpirit  of  depredation  was  ma- 
nifefl  in  it,  and  paper  money  was  ftill  more  in- 
jurious. Creditors  of  the  hofpital  were  paid,  or 
rather  ruined  by  this  operation.  About  a  year 
ago,  on  the  report  of  the  infpe6tors  of  the  hofpi- 
tals,  the  legiflature,  coniidering  the  abufes  prac- 
tifed  in  that  adminiflration,  confided  that  of  the 
bettering-houfe  again  to  the  Quakers.  Without 
any  refentment  of  the  affronts  they  had  received 
during  the  war,  and  only  anxious  to  do  good  and 
perform  their  duty,  the  Friends  accepted  the 
adminiftration,  and  exercife  it,  as  before,  with 
zeal  and  fidelity.  This  change  has  produced  the 
efFe£l  which  was  expelled.  Order  is  vifibly  re- 
eftablifhed ;  many  adminiflrators  are  appointed, 
one  of  whom,  by  turns,  is  to  vifit  the  hofpital 
every  day  :  fix  phyficians  are  attached  to  it,  who 
perform  the  fervice  gratis. 

I  have  ittn  the  hofpitals  of  France,  both  at 
Paris,  and  in  the  provinces.  I  know  none  of 
them,  but  the  one  at  Befan^on,  that  can  be 
compared  to  this  at  Philadelphia.  Every  fick, 
and  every  poor  perfon,  has  his  bed  well  furnifh- 
ed,  but  without  curtains,  as  it  fhould  be.  Every 
room  is  lighted  by  windows  placed  oppofite, 

which 
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which  introduce  plenty  of  light,  that  grea^copi^ 
folation  to  a  man  confined,  of  which  tyrants  for 
this  reafon  are  cruelly  fparing.  Thefe  window^ 
admit  a  free  circulation  of  air :  mofl:  of  iheiii . 
open  over  the  fields ;  and  as  they  are  not  very 
hic^h,  and  are  without  grates,  it  would  be  very 
eafy  for  the  prifoners  to  make  their  efcape;  but 
the  idea  never  enters  their  heads.  This  facl 
proves  that  the  prifoners  are  happy,  and,  confe- 
quently,  that  the  adminiftration  is  good. 

The  kitchens  are  well  kept,  and  do  not  exhale 
that  fetid  odour  which  you  perceive  from  the 
beft  kitchens  in  France.  The  eating-rooms, 
which  are  on  the  ground  floor,  are  equally  clean, 
and  well  aired :  neatnefs  and  good  air  reign  in 
every  part.  A  large  garden  at  the  end  of  the 
court,  furniflies  vegetables  for  the  kitchen.  I 
was  furprifed  to  find  there  a  great  number  of 
foreign  fhrubs  and  plants.  The  garden  is  well 
cultivated.  In  the  yard  they  rear  a  great  num- 
ber of  hogs ;  for,  in  America,  the  hog,  as  well 
as  the  ox,  does  the  honours  of  the  table  through 
the  whole  year. 

I  could  fcarcely  defcrlbe  to  you  the  different 
fenfations  which,  by  turns,  rejoiced  and  affli(fled 
my  heart  in  going  through  their  different  apart- 
ments. An  hofpital,  how  well  foever  adminif- 
tcred,  is  always  a  .painful  fpe61acle  to  me.  It 
5  •  appears 
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appears  to  me  lb  coiifoling  for  a  lick  man  to  be  at 
his  own  home,  attended  by  his  wife  and  children, 
and  vifited  by  his  neighbours,  that  I  regard  hof- 
pitals  as  vaft  fepulchres,  where  are  brought  to- 
gether a  crowd  of  individuals,  Grangers  to  each 
other,  and  feparated  from  all  they  hold  dear. 
And  what  is  man  in  this  fituation  ? — A  leaf  de- 
tached from  the  tree,  and  driven  down  by  the 
torrent — a  Ikeleton  no  longer  of  any  confiflence, 
and  bordering  on  diflblution. 

But  this  idea  foon  gives  place  to  another. 
Since  focieties  are  condemned  to  be  infefled  with 
great  cities,  lince  mifery  and  vice  are  the  ne- 
ceflary  offspring  of  thefe  cities,  a  houfe  like  this 
becomes  the  afylum  of  beneficence;  for,  with- 
out the  aid  of  fuch  inftitutions,  what  would  be- 
come of  the  greater  part  of  thofe  wretches  who 
here  find  a  refuge  ;  fo  many,  women  ;  fo  many 
perfons  blind  and  deaf,  rendered  difgufting  by 
their  numerous  infirmities?  They  muft  very 
foon  perifh,  abandoned  by  all  the  world,  to 
whom  they  are  Grangers.  No  door  but  that  of 
their  common  mother  earth  would  receive  thefe 
hideous  figures,  v/ere  it  not  for  this  provifion 
made  by  their  common  friend.  Society. 

I  faw  in  this  hofpital  all  that  mifery  and  dif- 
eafe  can  aflemble.  I  faw  women  fuffering  on 
the  bed  of  pain ;  others,  whofe  meagre  vifages, 

rendered 
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rendered  difgufling  by  eruptions,  attefl  the  fatal 
efFe6ls  of  incontinence;  others,  who  waited  with 
groans  the  moment  when  Heaven  would  deliver 
them  from  a  burden  of  life,  becaufe  affli6ted  with 
excruciating  pain  ;  others,  holding  in  their  arms 
the  fruit,  not  of  a  legal  marriage,  but  of  love 
betrayed.     Poor  innocents !  born  under  the  ftar 
of  wretchednefs !   Why  fhould  men  be  born, 
predeftinated  to  misfortunes?  But,  blefs  Go^,  at 
leaft,  that  you  are  in  a  country  where  baftardy 
is  no  obftacle  to  refpe6lability  and  the  rights  of 
citizenfhip.    I  faw  with  pleafure  thefe  unhappy 
mothers  careffing  their  infants,  and  nurfing  them 
■with  tendernefs.     There  were  few  children  in 
the  hall  of  the  little  orphans;  thefe  were  in  good 
health,  and  appeared  gay  and  happy.   Mr.  Shoe- 
maker, who  conduced  me  thither,  and  another 
of  the  diredors,  diftributed  fome  cakes  among 
them,  which  they  had  brought  in  their  pockets. 
Thus  the  direftors  think  of  their  charge  even  at 
a  diflance,  and  occupy  themfelves  with  their 
happinefs.     Good  God !   there  is  then  a  country 
where  the  foul  of  the  governor  of  an  hofpital  is 
not  a  foul  of  brafs! 

Blacks  are  here  mingled  with  the  whites,  and 
lodged  in  the  fame  apartments.     This,  to  me, 
was  an  edifying  fight ;  it  feemed  a  bahn  to  my 
foul.     I  faw  a  negro  woman  fpinning  with  ac- 
tivity 
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tivity  by  the  fide  of  her  bed.  Her  eyes  feemed 
to  expe(5l  from  the  dircdor  a  word  of  confolatlon 
< — She  obtained  it ;  and  it  feemed  to  be  heaverk 
to  her  to  hear  him.  I  (hoiild  have  been  more 
happy  had  it  been  for  me  to  have  fpoken  this 
word :  I  fliould  have  added  many  more.  Un- 
happy negroes !  how  much  reparation  do  we  owe 
them  for  the  evils  we  have  occalioned  them — • 
the  evils  we  flill  occafion  them!  and  they  love 
us ! 

The  happinefs  of  this  negrefs  was  not  equal 
to  that  which  I  faw  fparkle  on  the  vifage  of  a 
young  blind  girl,  who  feemed  to  leap  for  joy 
at  the  found  of  the  diredor's  voice.  He  afked 
after  her  health :  fhe  anfwered  him  with  tran^ 
fport.  She  was  taking  her  tea  by  the  fide  of 
her  little  table — Her  tea ! — My  friend,  you  are 
aftonifhed  at  this  luxury  in  an  hofpital — It  is  be- 
caufe  there  is  humanity  in  its  adminiftration, 
and  the  wretches  are  not  crowded  in  here  in 
heaps  to  be  ftifled.  They  give  tea  to  thofe 
whofe  conduift  is  fatisfadlory ;  and  thofe  who  by 
their  work  are  able  to  make  fome  favings,  enjoy 
the  fruits  of  their  induflry.  I  remarked  in  this 
hofpital,  that  the  women  were  much  more  nu- 
merous than  the  men;  and  among  the  latter,  I 
faw  none  of  thofe  hideous  figures  fo  common  in 
the   hofpitals  of  Parisfigures  on   which    you 

trace 
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trace  the  mark  of  crimes,  mifery,  and  indolence. 
They  have  a  decent  appearance  :  many  of  them 
afked  the  diredor  for  their  enlargement,  which 
they  obtained. 

But  what  refources  have  they  on  leaving  this 
houfe  ?  They  have  their  hands,  anfwered  the 
direcSlor,  and  they  may  find  ufeful  occupations. 
But  the  women,  replied  I,  what  can  they  do  ? 
Their  condition  is  not  fo  fortunate,  faid  he.  la 
a  town  where  fo  many  men  are  occupied  in  fo- 
reign commerce,  the  number  of  unhappy  and 
diforderly  females  will  be  augmented.  To  pre- 
vent this  inconvenience,  it  has  been  lately  pro- 
pofed  to  form  a  new  eftabliiliment,  which  fhall 
give  to  girls  of  this  defcription  a  ufeful  occupa- 
tion, where  the  produce  of  the  induftry  of  each 
perfon  (hall  be  preferved  and  given  to  her  oa 
leaving  the  houfe;  or,  if  (he  fliould  choofe  to 
remain,  (he  {hall  always  enjoy  the  fruit  of  her 
own  labour. 

This  projed  will,  without  doubt,  be  exe- 
cuted; for  the  Quakers  are  ingenious  and  perfe- 
vering  when  they  have  in  view  the  fuccour  of 
the  unhappy.  My  friend,  the  author  of  this 
proje(Sl  is  my  conductor.  I  fee  him  beloved  and 
rcfpe6led,  conftantly  occupied  in  ufeful  things  ; 
and  he  is  but  thirty  years  of  age  !   and   is  it 

a  flon  idling 
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aflonlfhing  that  I  praife  a  fecfl  which  produces 
fuch  prodigies  ? 

On  our  return  from  the  hofpital,  we  drank  a 
bottle  of  cider.  Conrpare  this  frugal  repaft  to 
the  fumptuous  feafts  given  by  the  fupcrintend- 
ants  of  the  poor  of  London — by  thofe  humane 
infpe£lors  who  affemble  to  confult  on  making 
repairs  to  the  amount  of  fix  fliiUings,  and  order 
a  dinner  for  fix  guineas.  You  never  find  among 
the  Quakers  thefe  robberies  upon  indigence, 
thefe  infamous  treafons  againfi  beneficence.  Blefs 
them,  then,  ye  rich  and  poor:  ye  rich,  becaufe 
their  fidelity  and  prudence  economife  your  mo- 
ney ;  ye  poor,  becaufe  their  humanity  watches 
over  you  without  ceafing. 

The  expences  of  this  hofpital  amount  to  about 
fivepence  a  day,  money  of  Pennfylvania,  for  eacfi 
penfioner.  You  know  that  the  beft  adminiflered 
hofpital  in  Paris  amounts  to  about  fourteen  pence 
like  money  a-day ;  and,  what  a  difi^erence  in  the 
treatment ! 
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LETTER    XIL 

Hospital  for  lunatics. 

'TpHIS  is  the  hofpital  fo  juftly  celebrated  by 
M.  de  Crevecreur,  and  which  the  humane 
Mr.  Mazzei  regards  only  as  a  curiolity  fcarcely 
worth  feeing. 

The  building  is  fine,  elegant,  and  well  kept. 
I  was  charmed  with  the  cleanlinefs  in  the  halls 
of  the  (ick,  as  well  as  in  the  particular  chambers, 
I  obferved  the  bufl  of  Frankhn  in  the  library, 
and  was  told  that  this  honour  was  rendered  him 
as  one  of  the  principal  founders  of  this  inftitu- 
tion.     The  library  is  not  numerous;  but  it  is 
well  chofen.      The  hall  on  the  firfl  floor  is 
appropriated  to  fick  men :  there  were  fix  in  it. 
About  the  fame  number  of  fick  women  were  in 
a  like  hall  on  the  fecond  floor.     Thefe  perfons 
appeared  by  no  means  miferable;   they  feemed 
to  be  at  home.   I  went  below  to  fee  the  lunatics ; 
they  were  about  fifteen,  male  and  female.   Each 
one  has  his  cell,  with  a  bed,  a  table,  and  a  con- 
venient window  with  2:rates.   Stoves  are  fixed  in 
the  walls,  to  warm  the  cell  in  winter. 

There 
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,  There  were  no  mad  perfons  among  them. 
Moft  of  the  patients  are  the  vidims  of  rehgious 
melancholy,  or  of  dlfappointed  love.  Thefe  un- 
happy perfons  are  treated  with  the  greateft  ten- 
dernefs  ;  they  are  allowed  to  walk  in  the  court ; 
are  conftantly  vifited  by  two  phyficians.  Dr. 
Rufh  has  invented  a  kind  of  fwing  chair  for 
their  exercife. 

What  a  difference  between  this  treatment  and 
the  atrocious  regulations  to  which  we  condemn 
fuch  wretches  in  France !  where  they  are  rigo- 
roufly  confined,  and  their  diforders  fcarcely  ever 
fail  to  increafe  upon  them.  The  Turks,  on  the 
contrary,  manifefl  a  fmgular  refpe6l  to  perfons 
infane :  they  are  eager  to  adminifter  food  to 
them,  to  load  them  with  carefTes.  Fools  in  that 
country  are  never  known  to  be  injurious ;  where- 
as with  us  they  are  dangerous,  becaufe  they  are 
Vnhappy. 

The  view  of  thefe  perfons  affected  me  more 
than  that  of  the  fick.  The  laft  of  human  mife- 
jies,  in  my  opinion,  is  confinement ;  and  I  can- 
not conceive  how  a  fick  perfon  can  be  cured  in 
prifon,  for  confinement  itfelf  is  a  continual  ma- 
lady. The  exercife  of  walking  abroad,  the  view 
of  the  fields,  the  murmur  of  the  rivulets,  and 
the  fmging  of  birds,  with  the  aid  of  vegetable 
diet,  appear  to  me  the  befl  means  of  curing  in- 
VoL.  I.  N  fanity. 
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faulty.  It  is  true,  that  this  method  requires  too 
many  attendants ;  and  the  impoflibihty  of  fol- 
lowing it  for  the  hofpital  of  Philadelphia,  makes 
it  neceffary  to  recur  to  locks  and  bars.  But  why 
do  they  place  thefe  cells  beneath  the  ground 
floor,  expofed  to  the  unwholefome  humidity  of 
the  earth  ?  The  enlightened  and  humane  Dr. 
Rufh  told  me,  that  he  had  endeavoured  for  a 
long  time,  in  vain,  to  introduce  a  change  in  this 
particular ;  and  that  this  hofpital  was  founded  at  a 
time  when  little  attention  was  thought  neceffary 
for  the  accommodation  of  fools.  I  obferved,  that 
none  of  thefe  fools  were  naked,  or  indecent;  a 
thing  very  common  with  us.  Thefe  people  pre- 
ferve,  even  in  their  folly,  their  primitive  cha- 
radleriftic  of  decency. 

I  could  not  leave  this  place  without  being  tor- 
mented with  one  bitter  refle6lion. — A  man  of 
the  mod  brilliant  genius  may  here  finifli  his 
days.  If  Swift  had  not  been  rich,  he  had  drag- 
ged out  his  laft  moments  in  fuch  an  hofpital. 
O  ye  who  watch  over  them,  be  gentle  in  your- 
adminiftration  ! — perhaps  a  benefadlor  of  the  hu- 
man race  has  fallen  under  your  care. 


LETTER 
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LETTER     XIII. 

ON    BENJAMIN    FRANKLIN. 

nr^HANKS  to  God  he  ftiU  exifts  !-This  great 
man,  for  lb  many  years  the  preceptor  of 
the  Americans,  who  fo  glorioufly  contributed  to 
their  independence,   death   had  threatened  his 
days  ;  but  our  fears  are  diflipated,  and  his  health 
is  reflored.     1   have  juft  been  to  fee  him,  an:! 
enjoy  his  converfation,  in  the  midft  of  his  books, 
which  he  ftill  calls  his  befh  friends.     The  pains 
of  his  cruel  infirmity  change  not  the  ferenity  of 
his  countenance,  nor  the  calmnefs  of  his  conver- 
fation.    If  thefe  appeared  fo  agreeable  to  our 
Frenchmen  who  enjoyed  his  friendfliip  in  Paris, 
how  would  they  feem  to  them  here,  where  no 
diplomatic  fundions  impofe  upon  him  that  mafk 
of  referve  which  was  fometimes  fo  chilling  to 
his  guefts.     Franklin,  furrounded  by  his  family, 
appears  to  be  one  of  thofe  patriarchs  whom  he 
has  fo  well  defcribed,   and  whofe  language  he 
has  copied  with  fuch  fimple  elegance.    He  fcems 
one  of  thofe  ancient  philofophers  who  at  times 
defcended  from  the  fphereof  his  elevated  genius, 

N  2  to 
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to  inftru6l  weak  mortals,  by  accommodating 
himfelf  to  their  feeblenefs.  I  have  found  in 
America  a  great  number  of  enlightened  poli- 
ticians and  virtuous  men ;  but  I  find  none  who 
appear  to  poffefs,  in  fo  high  a  degree  as  Frank- 
lin, the  chara^leriftics  of  a  real  philofopher. 
You  know  him,  my  friend.  A  love  for  the 
human  race  in  habitual  exercife,  an  indefatigable 
zeal  to  fcrve  them,  extenfive  information,  {im- 
plicit j  of  manners,  and  purity  of  morals ;  all 
thefe  furnifh  not  marks  of  dif{:in£lion  fufficiently 
obfervable  between  him  and  other  patriot  po- 
liticians, unlefs  we  add  another  chara(£lerill:ic ; 
it  is,  that  Franklin,  in  the  midfl  of  the  vafl 
fcene  in  which  he  a^led  fo  diflinguiflied  a  part, 
had  his  eyes  fixed  without  ceafing  on  a  more 
extenfive  theatre — on  heaven  and  a  future  life ; 
the  only  point  of  view  which  can  fuftain,  difin- 
tereft,  and  aggrandife  man  upon  earth,  and 
make  him  a  true  philofopher.  All  his  life  has 
been  but  a  continued  fl:udy  and  pradice  of  phi- 
lofophy. 

I  wifli  to  give  you  a  iketch  of  it  from  fome 
traits  which  I  have  been  able  to  coUeft,  as  his 
hiftory  has  been  much  disfigured.  This  iketcb 
may  ferve  to  redify  fome  of  thofe  falfe  anecdotes 
which  circulate  in  Europe. 

Frankhn  was  born  at  Boflon,  in  1706,  the 

fifteenth 


UNITED    STATES   OF    AMERICA.  l8l 

fifteenth  child  of  a  man  who  was  a  dyer  and  a 
foap-boiler.  He  wlfhed  to  bring  up  this  Ton  to 
his  own  trade;  but  the  lad  took  an  invincible 
diflike  to  it,  preferring  even  the  life  of  a  failor. 
The  father  difliking  this  choice,  placed  him  an 
apprentice  with  an  elder  fon,  who  was  a  printer, 
and  publifhed  a  newfpaper. 

Three  traits  of  character,  difplayed  at  that 
early  period,  might  have  given  an  idea  of  the 
extraordinary  genius  which  he  was  afterwards 
to  difcover. 

The  puritanic  aufterity  which  at  that  time 
predominated  in  Maflachufetts,  imprefl'ed  the 
mind  of  young  Benjamin  in  a  manner  more  ob- 
lique than  it  had  done  that  of  his  father.  The 
old  man  was  in  the  practice  of  making  long 
prayers  and  benedi6lions  before  all  his  meals. 
One  day,  at  the  beginning  of  winter,  when  he 
was  faking  his  meat,  and  laying  in  his  provi- 
fions  for  the  feafon,  "  Father,**  fays  the  boy, 
*'  it  would  be  a  great  faving  of  time,  if  you 
would  fav  grace  over  all  thefe  barrels  of  meat  at 
once,  and  let  that  fuffice  for  the  winter.'* 

Soon  after  he  went  to  live  with  his  brother  he 
began  to  addrefs  pieces  to  him  for  his  paper,  iii 
a  difguifed  hand- writing.  Thefe  eflays  were 
univerfally  admired  :  his  brother  became  jealous 
of  him,  and  endeavoured  by  fevere  treatment 

N  3  to 
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to  cramp  his  genius.  Tliis  obliged  him  fooii  to 
quit  his  fervice,  and  go  to  feek  his  fortune  at 
New  York. 

Benjamin  had  read  a  treatife  of  Dr.  Tryon  on 
the  Pythagorean  regimen  ;  and,  fully  convinced 
by  its  reafoning,  he  abftained  from  the  ufe  of 
meat  for  a  Ion?  time,  and  became  irreconcileable 
to  it  until  a  cod-fifli,  which  he  caught  in  the 
open  fea,  and  found  its  ftomach  full  of  httle  filh, 
overturned  his  whole  iyflem.  He  concluded, 
that  fmce  the  fiOies  eat  each  other,  men  might 
very  well  feed  upon  other  animals.  This  Py- 
thagorean, diet  was  economical  to  the  printer's 
boy  :  it  faved  him  fome  money  to  lay  out  for 
books;  and  reading  was  the  firfi:  and  conftant 
paffion  of  his  life. 

Havins  left  his  father's  houfe  without  recom- 
mendation,  and  almoft  without  money,  depend- 
ing only  upon  himfelf,  but  always  confident  in  his 
own  judgment,  and  rejoicing  in  his  independ- 
ence, he  became  the  fport  of  accidents,  which 
ferved  rather  to  prove  him  than  to  difcourage 
him.  Wandering  in  the  ftreets  of  Philadelphia, 
with  only  five  (hillings  in  his  pocket,  not  known 
to  a  pcrfon  in  the  town,  eating  a  cruft  of  bread, 
and  quenching  his  thirft  in  the  waters  of  the 
Delaware,  who  could  have  difcerned  in  this 
wretched  labourer  one  of  the  future  legiflators 

of 
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of  America,  one  of  the  flithers  of  modem  philo- 
fophy,  and  an  ambaflador  covered  with  glory  in 
the  moft  wealthy,  the  molt  powerful,  and  the 
.  moft  enlightened  country  in  the  world  ?  Who 
could  have  believed  that  France,  that  Europe, 
would  one  day  ere£t  ftatues  to  that  man  who 
had  not  where  to  lay  his  head  ? 

This  circumftance  reminds  me  of  a  fimilar  one 
of  Rouffeau  : — Having  for  his  whole  fortune  fix 
liards ;  harafled  with  fatigue,  and  tormented 
with  hunger;  he  hefitated  whether  he  (hould 
facriflce  this  little  piece  to  his  repofe,  or  to  his 
flomach.  He  decided  the  confli6l  by  purchaiino- 
a  piece  of  bread,  and  refigning  himfelf  to  fleep 
in  the  open  air.  In  this  abandonment  of  nature 
and  men,  he  ftill  enjoyed  the  one,  and  defpifed 
the  other.  The  Lyonefe,  who  dildained  Rouf- 
feau becaufe  he  was  ill  dreffsd,  has  died  un- 
known; while  altars  are  now  eredled  to  the 
man  ill  drefled.  Thefe  examples  ought  to  con- 
fole  men  of  genius,  whom  fortune  may  reduce 
to  the  neceffity  of  ftruggling  againft  want.  Ad- 
verfity  but  forms  them,  and  pcrfeverance  will 
bring  its  reward. 

Arriving  at  Philadelphia   did   not  finifli  the 

misfortunes  of  Benjamin   Franklin.      He   was 

there   deceived   and   difappointed    by   governor 

Keith,  who,  by  fine  promifes  for  his  future  efta- 

N  4  blifliment. 
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blifhment,  which  he  never  realized,  induced 
him  to  embark  for  London,  where  he  arrived 
without  money  and  without  recommendations. 
Happily  he  knew  how  to  procure  fubfiftence. 
His  talent  for  the  prefs,  in  which  no  perfon  ex- 
celled him,  foon  gave  him  occupation.  His  fru- 
gality, the  regularity  of  his  condudl,  and  the 
good  fenfe  of  his  converfation,  procured  him  the 
efteem  of  his  comrades :  his  reputation  in  this 
refped  exifted  for  fifty  years  afterwards  in  the 
printing-offices  in  London. 

An  employment  promifed  him  by  a  Mr.  Der- 
ham  recalled  him  to  his  country  in  1726,  when 
fortune  put  him  to  another  proof.  His  protestor 
died  ;  and  Franklin  was  obliged,  for  fubfiftence, 
to  have  recourfe  again  to  the  prefs.  He  found 
the  means  foon  afterwards  to  eftablifh  a  print- 
ing-prefs  himfelf,  and  to  publifh  a  gazette.  At 
this  period  began  his  good  fuccefs,  which  never 
afterwards  abandoned  him.  He  married  a  Mifs 
Read,  to  whom  he  was  attached  by  a  long 
friendship,  and  who  merited  all  his  efteem.  She 
partook  of  his  enlarged  and  beneficent  ideas, 
and  was  the  model  of  a  virtuous  wife  and  a  good 
neighbour. 

Having  arrived  at  this  degree  of  independ- 
ence, Franklin  had  leifure  to  purfue  his  fpecula- 
tions  for  the  good  of  the  public.     His  gazette 

furnifhed 
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furnifhed  him  with  the  regular  and  conflant 
means  of  infi:ru(5llng  his  fellow  citizens.  He 
made  this  gazette  the  principal  objedt  of  his  at- 
tention ;  fo  that  it  acquired  a  va(t  reputation, 
was  read  through  the  whole  country,  and  may 
be  confidered  as  having  contributed  much  to 
perpetuate  in  Pennfylvania  thofe  excellent  mo- 
rals which  flill  diftinguifh  that  State. 

I  poffefs  one  of  thefe  gazettes,  compofed  by 
him,  and  printed  at  his  prefs.  It  is  a  precious 
relique,  a  monument  which  I  wifh  to  preferve 
with  reverence,  to  teSch  men  to  blufh  at  the 
prejudice  which  makes  them  defpife  the  ufefuL 
and  important  profeffion  of  the  editor  of  daily 
papers.  Men  of  this  profeffion,  among  a  free 
people,  are  their  firft  preceptors,  and  befl  friends; 
and  when  they  unite  talents  with  patriot ifm  and 
philofophy,  when  they  ferve  as  the  canal  for 
communicating  truths,  for  diffipating  prejudices, 
and  removing  thofe  hatreds  which  prevent  the 
human  race  from  uniting  together  in  one  great 
family,  thefe  men  are  the  curates,  the  miffion- 
aries,  the  angels  deputed  from  heaven  for  the 
happinefs  of  men. 

Let  it  not  be  faid,  in  ridicule  of  this  profeffion, 
that  an  ill  ufe  is  fometimes  made  of  it,  for  the 
defence  of  vice,  of  defpotifm,  of  errors.     Shall 

we 
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we  profcribe  eloquence  and   the  nfe  of  fpeech, 
becaufe  wicked  men  polTefs  them  ? 

But  a  work  which  contributed  flill  more  to 
diffufe  in  America  the  practice  of  frugality, 
economy,  and  good  morals,  was  Poo?'  Richard's ' 
Almanack.  You  are  acquainted  with  it ;  it  had 
a  great  reputation  in  France,  but  ftill  more  in 
America.  Franklin  continued  it  for  twenty-five 
years,  and  fold  annually  more  than  ten  thoufand 
copies.  In  this  work,  the  mofl  weighty  truths 
are  delivered  in  the  fimplefl:  language,  and  fuited 
to  the  comprehenfion  of  all  the  world. 

In  1736  Franklin  began  his  public  career. 
He  was  appointed  Secretary  of  the  General  Af- 
fembly  of  Pennfylvania,  and  continued  in  that 
employment  for  many  years. 

In  1737  the  Englifli  government  confided  to 
him  the  adminiftration  of  the  general  poll-office 
in  America.  He  made  it  at  once  lucrative  to 
the  revenue,  and  ufeful  to  the  inhabitants.  It 
ferved  him  particularly  to  extend  everywhere 
his  iifeful  gazettes. 

Since  that  epoch  not  a  year  has  paffed  with- 
out his  propofing,  and  carrying  into  execution, 
fome  project  ufeful  to  the  colonies. 

To  him  are  owing  the  companies  of  affurance 
againft  fire ;  companies  fo  necefilny  in  countries 

where 
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where  houfes  are  built  with  wood,  and  where 
iires  completely  riiiti  individuals;  while,  on  the 
contrary,  they  are  difaftrous  in  a  country  where 
fires  are  not  frequent,  and  not  dangerous. 

To  him  is  owing  the  eftablifhment  of  the 
Philofophical  Society  at  Philadelphia,  its  library, 
its  univerfity,  its  hofpitals,  &c. 

Franklin,  perfuaded  that  information  could 
not  be  extended  but  by  firft  collecting  it,  and  by 
aflembling  men  who  were  likely  to  poflefs  it, 
was  always  extremely  ardent  to  encourage  lite- 
rary and  political  clubs.  In  one  of  thefe  clubs, 
which  he  founded,  the  following  queftions  were 
put  to  the  candidate: — 

*'  Do  you  love  all  men,  of  whatever  religion 
they  may  be  ?  Do  you  believe  that  we  ought  to 
perfecute  or  decry  a  man  for  mere  fpeculative 
opinions,  or  for  his  mode  of  worfhip?  Do  you 
love  truth  for  its  own  fake?  and  will  you  em- 
ploy all  your  efforts  to  difcover  it,  and  to  make 
it  known  to  others  ?" 

Obferve,  again,  the  fplrit  of  this  club  in  the 
queftions  put  to  the  members  at  their  meetings. 
— *^  Know  you  any  citizen  who  has  lately  been 
remarkable  for  his  induftry  ?  Know  you  in  what 
the  Society  can  be  ufeful  to  its  brethren,  and  to 
all  the  human  race  ?  Is  there  any  ftranger  ar- 
rived in  town  ?  In  what  can  the  Society  be  ufe- 
ful 
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ful  to  him  ?  Is  there  any  yoniig  perfbn  begin* 
ning  bulinefs,  who  wants  encouragement  ?  Have 
you  obferved  any  defeats  in  the  new  adts  of  the 
legiflature,  which  can  be  remedied  ?  How  can 
the  Society  be  ufeful  to  your" 

The  attention  which  he  paid  to  thefe  inflitu- 
tions  of  literature  and  humanity,  did  not  divert 
him  from  his  public  functions,  nor  from  his  ex- 
periments in  natural  philofophy. 

His  labours  on  thefe  fubje£ls  are  well  known  ; 
I  (hall  therefore  not  fpeak  of  them,  but  confine 
myfelf  to  a  fad  which  has  been  little  remarked  : 
it  is,  that  Franklin  always  dire6led  his  labours  to 
that  kind  of  public  utility  which,  without  pro- 
curing any  great  eclat  to  its  author,  produces 
great  advantage  to  the  citizens  at  large.  It  is  to 
this  popular  tafte,  which  charaderiied  him,  that 
we  owe  the  invention  of  his  elc6lrical  condu£l- 
ors,  his  economical  floves,  his  differtations, 
truly  philofophical,  on  the  means  of  preventing 
chimneys  from  fmoking,  on  the  advantages  of 
copper  roofs  to  houfes,  the  eftablifhment  of  fo 
many  paper-mills  in  Pennfylvania*,  &c, 

*  Dr.  Franklin  told  me,  that  he  had  eftabliflied  about  eighteen 
paper-mills.  His  grandlbn,  Mr.  T.  Franklin,  will  doubtlefs 
publifh  a  collecti«n  of  his  ufeful  letters  on  the  falutary  or  per- 
nicious eftedts  of  different  proceflcs  inrthe  arts.  Thefe  letters 
are  fcattcrcd  in  the  American  gazettes.  The  collewlion  of  theni 
would  be  curious. 

The 
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The  circumftances  of  his  political  career  are 
llkevvife  known  to  you  ;  I  therefore  pafs  them 
over  in  filence.  But  I  ought  not  to  omit  to 
mention  his  condu(£l  during  the  war  of  1755. 
At  that  period  he  enjoyed  a  great  reputation  in 
the  Enghfli  colonies.  In  1754  he  was  appointed 
one  of  the  members  of  the  famous  Congrefs 
which  was  held  at  Albany:  the  obje£l  of  which 
was  to  take  the  neceflary  meafures  to  prevent  the 
invafion  of  the  French.  He  prefented  to  that 
Congrefs  an  excellent  plan  of  union  and  defence^ 
which  was  adopted  by  that  body^  but  it  was  re- 
jeded  in  London  by  the  department  for  the  co- 
lonies, under  the  pretext  that  it  was  too  demo- 
cratical.  It  is  probable  that,  had  this  plan  been 
purfued,  the  colonies  would  not  have  been  ra- 
vaged by  the  dreadful  war  which  followed. 
During  this  war,  Franklin  performed  many  im- 
portant fundions.  At  one  time  he  was  fent  to 
cover  the  frontiers,  to  raife  troops,  build  forts, 
&c.  You  then  fee  him  conteftino^  with  the  go- 
vernor,  to  force  him  to  give  his  con  fent  to  a  bill 
taxing  the  family  of  Penn,  who  were  proprie- 
tors of  one-third  of  the  lands  of  Pennfylvania, 
and  refufed  to  pay  taxes.  He  then  was  fent  de- 
puty to  London,  where  he  was  iuccefsful  in 
fupporting  the  cau-fe  of  the  colony  in  the  Privy 
.Council  againfl  that  powerful  family^ 

The 
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The  fuperior  Ikill  and  management  which  be 
difcovered  in  thefe  negociations,  were  the  fore- 
runners of  the  more  important  fuccefs  which 
attended  him  during  the  war  of  independence, 
when  he  was  fent  ambaffador  to  France. 

On  his  final  return  to  his  country,  he  obtain- 
ed all  the  honours  which  his  important  fervices 
merited.  His  great  age,  and  his  infirmities,  have 
compelled  him  at  laft  to  renounce  his  public  ca- 
reer, which  he  has  run  with  fo  much  glory. 
He  lives  retired,  with  his  family,  in  a  houfe 
which  he  has  built  on  the  fpot  where  he  firO: 
landed,  fixty  years  before,  and  where  he  found 
himfelf  wandering  without  a  home,  and  with- 
out acquaintance.  In  this  houfe  he  has  efta- 
blifhed  a  printing-prefs  and  a  type-foundery. 
From  a  printer  he  had  become  ambaffador ;  from 
this  he  has  now  returned  to  his  beloved  prefs, 
and  is  forming  to  this  precious  art  his  grandfon, 
Mr.  Bache.  He  has  placed  him  at  the  head  of 
an  enterprife  which  will  be  infinitely  ufeful ;  it 
is  a  complete  edition  of  all  the  claffic  authors, 
that  is,  of  all  thofe  moral  writers  whofe  works 
ought  to  be  the  manual  for  men  who  wifh  to 
gain  inftrudion,  and  make  themfelves  happy  by 
doing  good  to  others. 

It  is  in  the  midft  of  thefe  holy  occupations 

that  this  great  man  waits  for  death  with  tran- 

5  *  quiliity. 
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qullllty.  You  will  judge  of  his  philofophy  on 
this  point,  which  is  the  touchftone  of  philofo- 
phy, by  the  following  letter,  written  thirty 
years  ago  on  the  death  of  his  brother  John 
Franklin,  addrefled  to  Mrs.  Hubbard,  his  daugh- 
ter-in-law. 


**  My  dear  child, 
*^  I  AM  grieved  with  you ;  we  have  loft  a 

friend,  who  to  us  was  very  dear,  and  very 
precious.  But  it  is  the  will  of  God  and  of 
nature  that  thefe  mortal  bodies  fliould  be  laid 
afide  when  the  foul  is  ready  to  enter  into  real 
life ;  for  this  life  is  but  an  embryo  ftate,  a  pre- 
paration for  life.  A  man  is  not  completely 
born  until  he  is  dead.  Shall  we  complain, 
then,  that  a  new-born  has  taken  his  place 
among  the  immortals  ?  We  are  fpirits.  It  is 
a  proof  of  the  goodnefs  of  God,  that  our  bo- 
dies are  lent  us  fo  long  as  they  can  be  ufeful 
to  us  in  receiving  pleafure,  in  acquiring  know- 
ledge, or  in  doing  good  to  our  fellow- crea- 
tures ;  and  he  gives  a  new  proof  of  the  fame 
goodnefs  in  delivering  us  from  our  bodies, 
when,  inftead  of  pleafure,  they  caufe  us  pain; 
when,  inftead  of  aiding  others,  we  become 
char2;eable  to  them.  Death  is  then  a  blefling: 
from  God  ;    we  ourfelves  often  prefer  a  partial 

*'  death 
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"  death  to  a  continued  pain ;  it  is  thus  that  we 
•«  confent  to  the  amputation  of  a  limb  when  it 
**  cannot  be  reftored  to  life.  On  quitting  our 
*'  bodies,  we  are  delivered  from  all  kinds  of  pain. 
*'  Our  friend  and  we  are  invited  to  a  party  of 
*'  pleafure  which  will  endure  eternally :  he  has 
*'  gone  firfl;  why  fhould  we  regret  it,  fince  we 
*'  are  fo  foon  to  follow,  and  we  know  where  we 
*'  are  to  meet?" 


APPENDIX    TO    THE    PRECEDING    CHAPTER, 
WRITTEN  IN  DECEMBER,    I  79O. 

FRANKLIN  has  enjoyed,  this  year,  the 
bleffing  of  death,  for  which  he  waited  fo  long  a 
time.  I  will  here  repeat  the  reflections  which  I 
printed  in  my  Gazette  of  the  13th  of  June  laft, 
on  this  event,  and  on  the  decree  of  the  National 
Affembly  on  this  occalion. 

I  will  introduce  them  with  the  difcourfe  of 
M.  Mirabeau  in  that  aflembly. 
"  Gentlemen, 

*'  Franklin  is  dead— he  has  returned  to  the 
"  bofom  of  God— the  genius  who  has  liberated 
*'  America,  and  (bed  over  Europe  the  torrents 
*'  of  his  YiQ-ht ! 

o 

"  The  fage   of   two   w^orlds — the   man  for 

*'  whom  the  hiftory  of  fciences  and  the  hiftory 

4  "  of 
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of  empires  contend,  fliould  doubtlefs  hold  aii 
elevated  rank  in  the  human  race. 
*'  Too  long  have  political  cabinets  been  ac- 
cuftomed  to  notify  the  death  of  thofe  who  are 
great  only  in  their  funeral  pomp;  too  long  has 
the  etiquette  of  courts  proclaimed  hypocritical 
mourning.  Nations  ought  to  mourn  only  for 
their  benefaclors;  the  reprefentatives  of  na- 
tions ouoht  to  recommend  to  their  homage 
none  but  the  heroes  of  humanity. 
*'  The  Cono-.refs  has  ordained  a  mourninor  of 
two  months  for  the  death  of  Franklin ;  and 
America,  at  this  moment,  is  rendering  this 
tribute  of  veneration  to  one  of  the  fathers  of 
her  conftitution. 

**  Would  it  not  be  worthy  of  you,  gentlemen, 
to  join  them  in  this  truly  religious  2id:,  to 
participate  in  this  homage  rendered  in  the  face 
of  the  univerfe  to  the  rights  of  men,  to  the 
philofopher,  who  has  contributed  the  mofl  to 
extend  their  empire  over  the  face  of  the 
earth  ? 

"  Antiquity  would  have  raifed  altars  to  that 
powerful  genius,  who,  for  the  benefit  of  men, 
embracing  heaven  and  earth,  could  have 
curbed  the  thunders  of  the  one,  and  the  ty- 
rants of  the  other.  Europe,  enlightened  and 
free,  owes  at  leaft  a  teftimony  of  gratitude  to 
Vol.  I.  O  *'  the 
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**  the  greateft  man  that  ever  adorned  philofophy 
'*  and  liberty  ! 

*'  I  propofe  that  it  be  decreed,  that  the  Na- 
*'  tional  Affembly  go  into  mourning  three  days 
''  for  Benjamin  Franklin." 

The  AflTembly  received  with  acclamation,  and 
decreed  with  unanimity,  the  propofal  of  M. 
Mirabeau. 

The  honour  thus  done  to  the  memory  of 
Franklin  will  rcfle£l  glory  on  the  National  Af- 
fembly. It  will  give  an  idea  of  the  immenfe 
difference  between  this  legiflature  and  other  po- 
litical bodies;  for,  how  many  prejudices  mufi: 
have  been  vanqui(hed,  before  France  could  bring 
her  homage  to  the  tomb  of  a  man,  who,  from 
the  ftation  of  a  journeyman  printer,  had  raifed 
himfelf  to  the  rank  of  legiflator,  and  contributed 
to  place  his  country  on  a  footing  among  the 
great  powers  of  the  earth. 

This  fublime  decree  was  pronounced,  not 
only  without  hefitation,  but  with  that  enthu- 
iiafm  which  is  infpired  by  the  name  of  a  great 
man,  by  the  regret  of  having  loft  him,  by  the 
duty  of  doing  honour  to  his  afhes,  and  by  the 
hope,  that  rendering  this  honour  may  give  rife 
to  like  virtues  and  like  talents  in  others.  And, 
oh !  may  this  Aflembly,  penetrated  with  the 
greatnefs  of  the  homage  which  (he  has  rendered 

to 
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to  genius,  to  virtue,  to  the  pure  love  of  liberty 
and  humanity;  may  (he  never  tarnifli  this 
homage,  by  yielding  to  the  folicitations  of  men 
who  may  wirti  to  obtain  the  fame  honours  for 
the  manes  of  ambitious  individuals,  who,  mif- 
taking  art  for  genius,  obfcure  conception  for 
profound  ideas,  the  defire  of  abafing  tyrants  for 
the  love  of  humanity,  the  applaufe  of  a  volatile 
people  for  the  veneration  of  an  enlightened 
world,  may  think  proper  to  afpire  to  the  honour 
of  a  national  mourning. 

This  hope  (hould  doubtlefs  infpire  the  man  of 
genius,  the  man  of  worth  ;  but  ye  who  fincercly 
indulge  the  wifh  to  place  yourfelves  by  the  fide 
of  Franklin,  examine  his  life,  and  have  the 
courasie  to  imitate  him.  Franklin  had  genius  ; 
but  he  had  virtues;  he  was  good,  fimple,  and 
modefl ;  he  had  not  that  proud  afperity  in  dif- 
pute  which  repulfes  with  difdain  the  ideas  of 
others;  he  liftened — he  had  the  art  of  liftening— ^ 
he  anfwered  to  the  ideas  of  others,  and  not  to 
his  own. 

I  have  feen  him  attending  patiently  to  young 
people,  who,  full  of  frivolity  and  pride,  were 
eager  to  make  a  parade  before  him  of  fome  fu- 
perficial  knowledge  of  their  own.  He  knew 
how  to  eftimate  them ;  but  he  would  not  hu- 
miliate them,   even  by  a  parade  of  goodnefs. 

O  2  Placing 
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Placino'  himfelf  at  once  on  a  level  with  them, 
he  would  anfwer  without  having  the  air  of  in- 
ftrucSling  them.  He  knew  that  inf1:ru6lion  in 
its  pompous  apparel  was  forbi<lding.  Franklin 
had  knowledge,  but  it  was  for  the  people;  he 
was  always  grieved  at  their  ignorance,  and  made 
it  his  conftant  duty  to  enlighten  them.  He 
ftudied  for  ever  to  lelTen  the  price  of  books,  in 
order  to  multiply  them.  In  a  word,  genius, 
fimplicitr,  goodnefs,  tolerance,  indefatigable  la- 
bour, and  love  for  the  people — thefe  form  the 
character  of  Franklin ;  and  thefe  you  muft  unite, 
if  you  wifli  for  a  name  like  his. 


LETTER    XIV. 

STEAM-BOAT— REFLECTIONS  ON  THE  CHA- 
RACTER OF  THE  AMERICANS,  AND  THE 
ENGLISH. 


I 


Sept.  I,  1788. 

BREAKFASTED  with  Samuel  Ameland, 
one  of  the  richefl:  and  mofi:  beneficent  of  the 
Society  of  Friends.  He  is  a  pupil  of  Anthony 
Benezet;  he  fpeaks  of  him  with  enthufiafm^ 
and  treads  in  his  fteps.  He  takes  an  a6live  part 
in  every  ufeful  inflitution,  and  rejoices  in  the  oc- 

cafion 
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cafiDn  of  doing  good ;  he  loves  the  French  na- 
tion, and  fpeaks  their  language.  He  treats  nne 
with  the  greateft  friend  (hip  ;  oitcrs  me  his  houfe, 
his  horfes,  and  his  carriage.  On  leaving  him  I 
went  to  fee  an  experiment,  near  the  Delaware, 
on  a  boat,  the  object  of  which  is  to  afcend  rivers 
againft  the  current.  The  inventor  was  Mr. 
Fitch,  who  had  found  a  company  to  fupport  the 
expence.  One  of  the  mofl:  zealous  aflbciates  ia 
Mr.  Thornton,  of  whom  I  have  fpoken.  This 
invention  was  difputed  between  Mr.  Fitch  and 
Mr.  Rumfey  of  Virginia*.  However  it  be,  the 
machine  which  I  faw  appears  well  executed, 
and  well  adapted  to  the  defign.  The  fteam- 
engine  gives  motion  to  three  large  oars  of  con- 

*  Since  writing  this  letter,  I  have  feen  Mr.  Rumfey  in 
England.  He  is  a  nnan  of  great  ingenuity  ;  and,  by  the  ex* 
planation  which  he  has  given  me,  it  appears  that  his  difcovery, 
though  founded  on  a  fimilar  principle  with  that  of  Mr.  Fitch, 
is  very  different  from  it,  and  far  more  fimple  in  its  execution. 
Mr.  Rumfey  propofed  then  (Feb.  1789)  to  build  a  vefTel  which 
fliould  go  to  America  by  the  help  only  of  the  fteam-en^ioe, 
and  without  fails.  It  was  to  make  the  pafTage  in  fifteen  days, 
I  perceive  with  pain  that  he  has  not  yet  executed  his  project; 
which,  when  executed,  will  introduce  into  commerce  as  great 
a  change  as  the  difcovery  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

Author. 

The  trandator  is  informed  that  Mr.  Rumfey  is  purfuing  his 
operations  with  greater  vigour,  and  more  extenfive  expeita- 
tion?,  than  ever, 

O  3  fiderable 
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fiderable  force,  which  were  to  give  fixty  flrokes 
per  minute. 

I  doubt  not  but,  phyfically  fpeaking,  this  ma- 
chine may  produce  part  of  the  efFe£ls  which  are 
expedted  from  it :  but  I  doubt  its  utihty  in  com- 
merce ;  for,  notv/ithftanding  the  affurances  of 
the  undertakers,*  it  mufl  require  many  men  to 
manage  it,  and  much  expence  in  repairing  the 
damages  occafioned  by  the  violence  and  multi- 
plicity of  the  friftion.  Yet  I  will  allow,  that  if 
the  movements  can  be  fimplified,  and  the  ex- 
pence  leffened,  the  invention  may  be  ufeful  in  a 
country  where  labour  is  dear,  and  where  the 
borders  of  rivers  are  not  acceflible,  like  thofe  in 
France,  by  horfes  to  draw  the  boats.  This  idea 
was  confoling  to  Dr.  Thornton,  whom  I  faw 
affailed  by  railleries  on  account  of  the  Jieajn- boat. 
Thefe  railleries  appear  to  me  very  ill  placed. 
The  obftacles  to  be  conquered  by  genius  are 
everywhere  fo  confiderable,  the  encouragement 
fo  feeble,  and  the  neceffity  of  fupplying  the 
want  of  hand-labour  in  America  fo  evident,  that 
t  cannot,  without  indignation,  fee  the  Americans 
difcouraging,  by  their  farcafms,  the  generous 
efforts  of  one  of  their  fellow-citizens. 

When  will  men  be  rcafonable  enough  to  en- 

courage  each  other  by  their  mutual  aid,  and  in- 

crcafc  the  general  flock  of  public  good  by  mu- 

4  tual 
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tual  mildiiefs  and  benevolence  ?  It  is  for  re- 
publics to  fet  the  example:  you  fee  more  of  it 
in  America  than  elfewhere ;  it  is  viiibly  taking 
root,  and  extending  itfelf  there.  You  do  not 
find  among  the  Americans  that  concealed  pride 
which  acquits  a  benefit,  and  dilpenfes  with  gra- 
titude ;  that  felfifli  rudenefs  which  makes  of  the 
Englifli  a  nation  by  themfelves,  and  enemies  to 
all  others.  You  will,  however,  find  fometimes 
veftiges  of  their  indifference  for  other  people, 
and  their  contempt  for  flrangers  who  travel 
among  them.  For  example,  a  ftranger  in  a  fo- 
ciety  of  Americans,  if  he  has  the  misfortune  not 
to  fpeak  their  language,  is  fometimes  left  alone; 
no  perfon  takes  notice  of  him.  This  is  a  breach 
of  humanity,  and  a  negledl  of  their  own  in- 
terefl ;  of  humanity,  becaufe  confolation  is  due 
to  a  man  diflant  from  his  friends,  and  his  ordi- 
nary means  of  amufement ;  of  their  own  inte- 
reft,  becaufe  ftrangers,  difgufled  with  this  treat- 
ment, haflen  to  quit  the  country,  and  to  preju- 
dice others  againft  it. 

I  fay  that  this  inattention  to  ftrangers  is  above 
all  remarkable  in  the  Englifh.  I  do  not  think 
that  I  am  deceived ;  I  have  lived  long  among 
them,  and  am  generally  accufed  of  too  much 
partiality  for  them.  This  fame  fault  is  obfervable 
in  the  Englifh  iflands.     I  have  remarked  it  in 

O  4  many 
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many  of  thjsm;  and  I  fear  that  the  vices  in  ge- 
neral of  the  inhabitants  of  the  iflands  will  corrupt 
the  Americans,  who  appear  to  me  remarkably 
fond  of  extending  th^ir  connexion  with  them. 
I  heard  one  of  them  put  the  following  queftioii 
to  feveral  Americans,  at  a  review  of  the  volun- 
teers of  Philadelphia:  *'  Can  you  tell  me  whe- 
ther thefe  brave  officers  are  barbers  or  cobblers?" 
This  vulgar  pleafantry  difcovers  the  man  of 
J_  prejudice,  the  infolent  and  bafe  European,  thq 
valet  of  a  defpot.  Such  railleries  tend  -to  deflroy 
that  idea  of  equality  which  is  the  bafis  of  re- 
publics. 

:  But  why  do  not  men  of  fenfe,  who  are  wit- 
j^efles  of  thefe  follies,  refute  them  with  vigour? 
Why  that  cowardly  fupplenefs  which  is  deco- 
rated with  the  name  of  politenefs?  Is  it  not 
evident. that  it  hardens  the  corrupted  man,  and 
fuffcrs  to  grow  up  in  feeble  minds  prejudice^ 
AyhicJh  one  .vigorous  attai:k  would  deflroy  ? 
03  inn  ,  -    • 


LETTER 
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LETTER    XV. 

THE  SOCIETY  OF  AGRICULTURE—THE 

LIBRARY. 

Sept.  2,  178?, 

T  WAS  prefeiit  at  a  meeting  of  the  Agricul- 
tural Society.  It  is  not  of  long  (landing,  but 
is  numerous,  and  pofiefies  a  conliderable  fund. 
If  fuch  a  fociety  ought  to  receive  encourage- 
ment in  any  country,  it  is  in  this.  Agriculture 
is  the  firft  pillar  of  this  State ;  and  though  you 
find  many  good  farmers  here,  yet  the  great  mafs 
of  them  want  information  ;  and  this  information 
can  only  be  procured  by  the  union  of  men  well 
verfed  in  theory  and  pra*£lice. 

The  fubje£l  of  this  meeting  was  an  important 
one.  The  papillon,  or  worm,  called  Tloe  Hejftan 
Ffyy  had,  for  feveral  years,  ravaged  the  wheat 
in  many  parts  of  the  United  States.  The  King 
of  England,  fearing  that  this  infe^l  might  pafs 
into  his  ifland,  had  jufl:  prohibited  the  importa- 
tion ot  the  American  wheat.  The  Supreme 
Executive  Council  of  Pennfvlvania,  n\  order  to 
pounterad  the  effects  of  this  prohibition,  by 
8  gaining 
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o-aining  information  on  the  fubject,  applied  to 
the  Society  of  Agriculture ;  they  defired  to  know 
if  this  infe6t  attacked  the  grain,  and  whether  it 
was  poffible  to  prevent  its  ravages. 

Many  farmers  prefent  at  this  meeting,  from 
their  own  experience,  and  that  of  their  neigh- 
bours and  correfpondents,  declared  that  the  in- 
fect depofited  its  eggs,  not  in  the  ear,  but  in  the 
flalk;  fo  that  they  were  well  convinced,  that, 
on  thre(hing  the  wheat,  there  could  be  nothing 
to  fear  that  the  eggs  would  mix  with  the  grain; 
and  confequently  they  could  not  be  communi- 
cated with  the  grain. 

Mr.  Polwell,  and  M.  Griffiths,  prefident  and 
fecretary  of  this  fociety,  do  equal  honour  to  it; 
the  one  by  the  neatnefs  of  his  compoiition,  and 
the  elegance  of  his  ftyle ;  the  other,  by  his  inde- 
fatigable zeal. 

Among  the  ufeful  inflitutions  which  do  ho- 
nour to  Philadelphia  you  diftinguifh  the  pubhc 
library;  the  origin  of  which  is  owing  to  thece- 
lebrated  Franklin.  It  is  fupported  by  fubfcrip- 
tion.  The  price  of  entrance  into  this  fociety 
is  ten  pounds.  Any  perfon  has  the  privilege  of 
borrowing  books.  Half  of  the  library  is  gene- 
rally in  the  hands  of  readers;  and  I  obferved 
with  pleafure  that  the  books  were  much  worn 
by  ufe. 

At 
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At  the  fide  of  this  library  is  a  cabinet  of  na- 
tural hiftorv.  I  obferved  nothins:  curious  in  it, 
but  an  enormous  thigh-bone,  and  fome  teeth  as 
enormous,  found  near  the  Ohio,  in  a  mafs  of 
prodigious  bones,  which  nature  feems  to  have 
thrown  together  in  thofe  ages  whofe  events  are 
covered  from  the  eye  of  hiftory  by  an  impene- 
trable veil. 


LETTER    XVI. 

ON  THE  MARKET   OF  PHILADELPHIA. 

Sept.  3,    1788. 

TF  there  exifts,  fays  FrankHn,  an  Atheill:  in 
the  univerfe,  he  would  be  converted  on  fee- 
ing Philadelphia — on  contemplating  a  town 
where  every  thing  is  fo  well  arranged.  If  an 
idle  man  fhould  come  into  exiftence  here,  on 
having  conftantly  before  his  eyes  the  three  ami- 
able fifters,  Wealth,  Science,  and  Virtue,  the 
children  of  Induftry  and  Temperance,  he  would 
foon  find  himfelf  in  love  with  them,  and  en- 
deavour to  obtain  them  from  their  parents. 

Such  are  the  ideas  offered  to  the  mind  on  a 
market-day  at  Philadelphia.     It  is,  without  con- 

tradi<ftion. 
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tradi6lion,  one  of  the  fined  in  the  univerfe.  Va- 
riety and  abundance  in  the  articles,  order  in  the 
diftribution,  good  fciith  and  tranquilUty  in  the 
trader,  are  all  here  united.  One  of  the  effential 
beauties  of  a  market  is  cleanlinefs  in  the  pro- 
vifions,  and  in  thofe  who  fell  them.  Cieanli* 
nefs  is  confpicuous  here  in  every  thing ;  even 
meat,  w^hofe  afpetl  is  more  or  lefs  difgufting  in 
other  markets,  here  flrikes  your  eyes  agreeably. 
The  fpe61:ator  is  not  tormented  with  the  fight  of 
little  ftreams  of  blood,  which  infedl  the  air,  and 
foul  the  flreets.  The  women  who  brins:  the 
produce  of  the  country  are  drefied  with  de- 
cency ;  their  v^egetables  and  fruits  are  neatly  ar- 
ranged in  handlome  well-made  bafkets.  Every 
thing  is  alTembled  here,  the  produce  of  the 
country,  and  the  works  of  induflry;  fiefh,  fifh, 
fruits,  garden-feeds,  pottery,  iron  ware,  fhoes, 
trays,  buckets  extremely  well  made,  &c.  The 
ilranger  is  never  wearied  in  contemplating  this 
multitude  of  men  and  women  moving^  and 
creijiug  in  every  direcSlion,  without  tumult  or 
injury.  You  would  fay,  that  it  was  a  market  of 
brothers,  that  it  was  a  rendezvous  of  philofophers, 
of  the  pupils  of  the  filent  Pythagoras ;  for  filence 
reigns,  \fvithout  interruption:  you  hear  none  of 
tfhofe  piercing  cries  fo  common  elfewhere;  each 
Qiie  lelis,  bargains,  and  buys  in  filence.     The 

carts 
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'carts  and  horfes  which  have  brought  in  the  fup- 
phcs  are  peaceably  arranged  in  the  next  ftreet,  in 
the  order  in  which  they  arrive;  when  difen- 
gaged,  they  move  ofl"  in  filence:  no  quarrels 
among  the  carmen  and  the  porters.  You  fee 
none  of  our  fools  and  macaronies  galloping  with 
loofe  reins  in  the  (Ireets.  Thefeare  the  aftonifli- 
ing  effetls  of  habit;  a  habit  infpired  by  the 
Quakers,  who  planted  morals  in  this  countrv;  a 
habit  of  doing  every  thing  with  tranquillitv  and 
with  reafon;  a  habit  of  injuring  no  perfon,  and 
of  having  no  need  of  the  interpofitioii  of  the 
mao-iftrate. 

To  maintain  order  in  fuch  a  market  in  France 
would  require  four  judges  and  a  dozen  foldiers. 
Here  the  law  has  no  need  of  muikets;  education 
and  morals  have  done  every  thing.  Two  clerks 
of  the  police  walk  in  the  market.  If  they  fuf^ 
pect  a  pound  of  butter  of  being  light,  they 
weigh  it :  if  light,  it  is  feized  for  the  ufe  of  the 
hofpital. 

You  fee  here  the  fathers  of  families  go  to 
market.  It  was  formerly  fo  in  France:  their 
wives  fucceeded  to  them  ;  thinking  themfelves 
diflionoured  by  the  talk,  they  have  refigned  it 
to  the  fervants.  Neither  economy  nor  morals 
have  2;ained  any  thing  bv  this  change. 

The  price  of  bread  is  from  one  penny  to  two- 
pence 
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pence  the  pound,  beef  and  mutton  from  two- 
pence  to   fourpence,   veal  from   one    penny   to 
twopence;   hay  from  twenty  to  thirty  fhillings 
the  ton  ;   butter  from  fourpence  to  fixpence  the 
pound;    wood  from  feven  to  eight  fliiUings  the 
cord.     Vegetables  are  in  abundance,  and  cheap. 
Wines  of  Europe,  particularly  thofe  of  France, 
are  cheaper  here  than  anywhere  elfe.     I  have 
drank  the  wine  of  Provence,  faid  to  be  made  by 
M.  Bergaffe,  at  ninepence  the  bottle ;  but  the 
taverns  are  extremely  dear.     Articles  of  luxury 
are  expenfive  :   a  hair-dreffer  coils  you   eight- 
pence  a-day,   or  twelve  (hillings  the  month.     I 
hired  a  one-horfe  chaife  three  davs;  it  coft  me 
three  louis  d'ors. 


LETTER 
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LETTER    XVII. 

GENERAL  ASSEMBLY  OF  PENNSYLVANIA — A 
FARM  OWNED  BY  A  FRENCHMAN. 

Sept.  6,   1788. 

T  HAD  made  an  acquaintance  at  New  York 
with  General  Miflin,  who  was  then  Speaker 
of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  at  Pennfvl- 
vania.  I  met  him  again  at  Philadelphia.  His 
charader  was  well  drawn  by  M.  de  Chaflellux. 
He  is  an  amiable,  obhging  man;  full  of  adivity, 
and  very  popular.  He  fills  his  place  with  dig- 
nity and  firmnefs;  an  enemy  to  artifice  and  dif- 
guife;  he  is  frank,  brave,  difinterelled,  and 
warmly  attached  to  democratic  principles.  He 
is  no  longer  a  Quaker  :  having  taken  arms,  he 
was  forced  to  quit  the  Society;  but  he  flill  pro- 
feffes  a  great  efteem  for  that  fecft,  to  which  his 
wife  has  always  remained  faithful.  The  General 
had  the  complaifance  to  condudl  me  one  day  to  the 
General  Aflembly.  I  faw  nothing  remarkable 
in  it :  the  building  is  far  from  that  magnificence 
attributed  to  it  by  the  Abbe  Raynal:  it  is  cer- 
tainly a  fine  building  when  compared  with  the 

^     other 
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Other  edifices  of  Philadelphia  ;  but  it  cannot  be 
put  in  competition  with  thofe  public  buildings 
which  we  call  fine  in  Europe. 

There  were  about  fifty  members  prefent, 
feated  on  chairs  enclofed  by  a  baluftrade.  Be- 
hind the  baluftrade  is  the  gallery  for  fpeilators. 
A  Petit  Maitre,  who  fliould  fall  fuddenly  from 
Paris  into  this  Aflembly,  would  undoubtedly 
find  it  ridiculous.  He  would  fcofF  at  the  fim- 
plicity  of  their  cloth  coats,  and,  in  fome  cafes, 
at  the  negligence  of  their  toilettes;  but  every 
man  who  thinks  will  defire  that  this  fimplicity 
may  for  ever  remain,  and  become univerfal.  They 
pointed  out  to  me,  under  one  of  thefe  plain 
coats,  a  farmer  by  the  name  of  Findley,  whofe 
eloquence  difplays  the  greatefh  talents. 

The  eftate  of  General  Miflin,  where  we  went 
to  dine,  is  five  miles  from  town,  by  the  falls  of 
the  Skuylkill.  Thefe  falls  are  formed  by  a  con- 
{iderable  bed  of  rocks  :  they  are  not  perceivable 
when  the  water  of  the  river  is  high.  The  Ge- 
neral's houfe  enjoys  a  mofl:  romantic  profped^. 
This  route  prefents  the  veftiges  of  many  houfes 
burnt  by  the  Englifh,  who  had  likewife  deftroy- 
ed  all  the  trees,  and  left  the  country  naked. 

I  faw  at  General  Miflin's  an  old  Quaker,  who 
(hook  me  by  the  hand  with  the  more  pleafure, 
as  he  faid  he  found  in  my  air  a  refemblance  of 

Anthony 
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Anthony  Benezet.  Other  (>uakers  told  me  the 
fame  thing.  There  is  no  great  vanity  in  citing 
this  fadl,  when  I  recoiled  what  M.  de  Chaftel- 
lux  fays  of  his  figure;  but  he  had  eyes  of  good- 
nefs  and  humanity. 

Springmill,  where  I  went  to  deep,  is  a  ham- 
let eight  miles  up  the  Skuylkill.  The  heft 
houfe  in  it  is  occupied  by  Mr.  L.  a  Frenchman. 
It  enjoys  the  moft  fublime  profpect  that  you 
can  imagine.     It  is  fituated  on  a  hill.     On   the 

o 

fouth-eaft,  the  Skuylkill  flows  at  its  foot  through 
a  magnificent  channel  between  two  mountains 
covered  with  wood.  On  the  banks  you  per- 
ceive fome  fcattering  houfes  and  cultivated 
fields. 

The  foil  is  here  compofed  of  a  great  quantity 
of  talc,  granit,  and  a  yellow  gravel ;  fome  places 
a  very  black  earth.  In  the  neighbourhood  are 
quarries  of  marble  of  a  m.iddling  finenefs,  of 
which  many  chimney-pieces  are  made. 

I  fhall  give  you  lome  details  refpecling  this- 
Frenchman's  farm  ;  they  will  fhew  you  the 
manner  of  livino-  amons;  cultivators  here,  and 
they  may  be  ufeful  to  any  of  our  friends  who 
may  wifli  to  eflablilli  themfelves  in  this  coun- 
try. Obfervations  on  the  manner  of  extending 
eale  and  happinefs  among  men,  are,  in  the  eyes 
of  the  philofopher,  as  valuable  as  thofe  which 
Vol.  1.  P  -teach 
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teach  the  art  of  afTaffinatltig  them.  The  houfc 
of  Mr.  L.  is  very  well  built  of  ilone,  two  fhories 
high,  with  five  or  fix  fine  chambers  in  each 
florj.  From  the  two  gardens,  formed  like  an 
amphitheatre,  you  enjoy  that  fine  profpecl 
above  mentioned.  Thefe  gardens  are  well  cul- 
tivated, and  contain  a  great  quantity  of  bee- 
hives. 

A  highway  feparates  the  houfe  from  the  farm* 
He  keeps  about  twenty  horned  cattle,  and  ten 
or  twelve  horfes.  Tlie  fituation  of  things  on 
this  farm,  proves  how  little  is  to  be  feared  from 
theft  and  robbery  in  rhis  country  ;  every  thing, 
is  left  open,  or  incloled  without  locks.  His  farm 
conlifts  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  acres;  of 
which  the  greater  part  is  in  wood';  the  reft  is  in 
wheat,  Indian  corn,  buck-wheat,  and  meadow. 
He  fhewed  me  about  an  acre  of  meadow,  from 
which  he  has  already  taketi  this  year  eight  tons 
of  hay  :  he  calculates,  that,  including  the  third 
cutting,  this  acre  will  produce  him  this  year  ten 
pounds.  His  other  meadows  are  lefs  manured, 
and  lefs  productive. 

Mr.  L.  recounted  to  me  fome  of  his  pafl 
misfortunes — I  knew  them  before — He  was  the 
victim  of  the  perf.dy  of  an  intendant  of  Guada- 
loupe,  who,  to  fupprefs  the  proofs  of  his  own 
accomplicity  in  a  clandeftine  commerce,  tried  to 
8  deitroy 
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deftroy  him  by  imprifonment,  by  afiaffination, 
and  by  poilon.  Efcaped  from  thefe  perfecu- 
tions,  ]\Ir.  L.  enjoys  fafety  at  Springmill ;  but 
he  does  not  enjoy  happinefs.  He  is  alone  ;  and 
what  is  a  fiirmer  without  his  wife  and  family  ? 

He  pays  from  five  to  fix  pounds  taxes  for 
all  his  property,  confiding  of  an  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  of  wood  land,  eighty  acres  of  ara- 
ble, twenty-five  acres  of  meadow,  three  acres 
of  garden,  a  great  houfe,  feveral  fmall  houfes  for 
his  fervants,  his  barns,  and  his  cattle.  By  this 
fa6t,  you  may  judge  of  the  exaggerations  of  the 
detractors  of  the  United  States  on  the  fubje6l  of 
taxes.  Compare  this  with  what  would  be  paid 
in  France  for  a  like  property.  Mr.  L.  has  at- 
tempted to  cultivate  the  vine :  he  has  planted  a 
vineyard  near  his  houfe,  on  a  fouth-eaft  ex- 
pofure,  and  it  fucceeds  very  well. 

It  is  a  remark  to  be  made  at  every  ftep  in 
America,  that  vegetation  is  rapid  and  ftrong. 
The  peach-tree,  for  example,  grows  faft,  and 
produces  fruit  in  great  quantities.  Within  one 
month  after  3^ou  have  cut  your  wheat,  you: 
would  not  know  your  field ;  it  is  covered  with 
grafs,  very  high,  and  very  thick. 

It  will  be  a  long  time,   howcver,   before  the 

vine   can   be  cultivated  to   profit  in  America  ; 

Jirji^  becaufe  labour  is  dear,   and  the  vine  re- 

P  2  quires 
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quires  vafl  labour*;  fecondly,  becaufe  the  wines 
of  Europe  will  be  for  a  long  time  cheap  in 
America.  Mr.  L.  furnifhed  me  with  the  proof 
of  this.  He  gave  me  fome  very  good  Noufilion, 
which  cofl:  him,  by  the  fingle  bottle,  only  eight- 
pence;  and  1  know  that  this  f^ime  wine,  at  firft 
hand,  cod  fivepence  or  (ixpence. 

We  ought  to  regard  the  birds  as  a  great  dif- 
couragement  to  the  culture  of  the  vine  in  Ame- 
rica. You  often  fee  iramenfe  clouds  of  black- 
birds, which,  fettling  on  a  vineyard,  would  de- 
ftroy  it  in  an  inflant. 

I  have  already  mentioned,  that  the  paflures 
and  fields  in  America  are  inclofed  with  barriers 
of  wood,  or  fences.  Thefe,  when  made  of  rails 
fupported  by  polls,  as  above  defcribed,  are  ex- 
penfive,  efpecially  in  the  neighbourhood  of  great 
towns,  where  wood  is  dear.  Mr.  L.  thinks  it 
beft  to  replace  them  by  ditches  fix  feet  deep,  of 
which  he  throws  the  earth  upon  his  meadows, 
and  borders  the  fides  with  hedges;  and   thus 

*  In  Orleannois,  the  whole  operation  of  cultivating  the 
vine,  and  making  the  vintage,  cofts  to  the  proprietor  thirty 
livres,  twenty-five  (hillings  flerling,  an  acre.  A  man  cannot 
perform  the  labour  of  more  than  five  acres  a-year ;  fo  that  he 
gets  fix  pounds  five  (hillings  a-year ;  and  fupports  himfelf. 
Compare  this  with  the  price  of  labour  in  America,  and  that 
with  the  price  of  French  wines. 

renders 
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renders  the  paffage  impra6licable  to  the  cattle. 
This  is  ail  agricultural  operation  which  cannot 
be  too  much  recommended  to  the  Americans. 

The  country  here  is  full  of  fprings  ;  we  faw 
ibme  very  £ne  ones.  Mr.  L.  told  us  of  one 
which  carries  a  mill  night  and  day,  and  ferves 
to  water  his  meadows  when  occafion  requires. 

I  alked  him  where  he  purchafcd  his  meat  ? 
He  fays,  when  a  farmer  kills  beef,  mutton,  or 
veal,  he  advertifes  his  neighbours,  who  take 
what  they  choofe,  and  he  falts  the  remainder. 
As  he  is  here  without  his  family,  he  has  no 
IjDinning  at  his  houfe  ;  makes  no  cheefe,  keeps 
no  poultry.  Thefe  parts  of  rural  economy, 
which  are  exercifed  by  women,  are  loil  to  him ; 
and  it  is  a  confiderable  lofs.  He  fows  no  oats, 
but  feeds  his  horfes  with  Indian  corn  and  buck- 
wheat ground.  I  faw  his  vafl:  corn-fields  co- 
vered with  pumpkins,  which  are  profitable  for 
cattle.  He  has  a  joiner's  fliop,  and  a  turning- 
lathe.  He  makes  great  quantities  of  lime  on 
his  farm,  which  fells  very  well  at  Philadelphia. 
He  has  obtained  leave  from  the  State  to  ere^t  a 
ferry  on  the  Skuylkill,  which  he  fays  will  pro- 
duce him  a  profit  of  forty  pounds  a-year.  He 
is  about  to  build  a  faw-mill. 

The  lands  newly  cleared  produce  much  more 
than  the  lands  of  France.     He  had  bad  wheat 

P  3  this 
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this  year^  though  it  had  promifed  well :  having 
grown  to  a  prodigious  height,  the  grain  was 
fhrivelled  and  meagre.  He  fays,  the  mildew  has 
diminiflied  his  crop  by  more  than  three  hundred 
bufliels.  The  caufe  of  the  mildew  is  fuppofed 
to  be  this: — That  when  the  feafon  advances,  it 
is  fometimes  attended  by  fogs,  and  very  heavy 
dews:  the  fun  burfting  through  the  fog,  evapo- 
rates the  drops  on  the  flalk;  and  the  fudden 
change  from  cold  and  wet,  to  warm  and  dry, 
enfeebles  and  withers  the  plant.  The  mildew 
is  an  evil  very  general  in  Pennfylvania. 

Mr.  L.  told  me,  that  there  was  no  other  re- 
medy but  to  fow  early,  that  the  plant  may  be 
more  vigorous  at  the  feafon  of  the  mildew. 

This  farm  had  coft  him  two  thoufand  pounds ; 
and  he  affured  me,  that,  allowing  nothing  for 
fome  loffes  occafioned  by  his  ignorance  of  the 
country,  of  the  language  on  his  firfl  arrival,  and 
for  the  improvements  he  had  made,  his  land 
produces  more  than  the  intereil  of  his  money. 
He  told  me,  that  the  houfe  alone  had  coft  more 
than  he  paid  for  the  whole:  and  this  is  VQry 
probable.  Perfons  in  general  who  defire  to 
make  good  bargains,  ought  to  purchafe  lands  al- 
ready built  upon  ;  for,  though  the  buildings  have 
coft  much,  they  rre  counted  for  little  in  the 
fale. 

Thou2;h 
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Though  diftant  from  fociety,  and  (Iruggling 
under  many  diiadvantages,  he  afllired  me  that 
he  was  happy  ;  and  that  he  fliould  not  fail  to  be 
completely  {o,  were  he  furrounded  by  his  fa- 
mily, which  he  had  left  in  France. 

He  is  attentive  to  the  fubje6l  of  meteorology; 
it  is  he  who  furni(hes  the  meteoroloo-ic  fables 
publifhed  every  month  in  the  Columbian  Maga- 
zine :  they  are  certainly  the  moft  exadl  which 
have  appeared  on  this  continent.  He  thinks 
there  is  no  great  difference  between  the  climate 
of  Pennfylvania  and  that  of  Paris:  that  here 
the  cold  weather  is  more  diy ;  that  the  fnow 
and  ice  remain  but  a  fliort  time  ;  that  there 
never  paffes  a  week  without  fome  fair  days; 
that  there  falls  more  rain  here  than  in  France, 
but  that  it  rarely  rains  two  days  fucceflively; 
that  the  heat  is  fometimes  more  intenfe,  that  it 
provokes  more  to  fweat  and  to  heavinefs ;  finally, 
that  the  variations  here  are  more  frequent  and 
more  rapid. 

The  foUowins:  is  the  refult  of  the  obfervations 
of  this  Frenchman  for  four  years  : — The  great-  - 
eft  cold  in  this  part  of  Pennfylvania  is  com- 
monly from  ten  to  twelve  degrees  below  the 
freezing  point  of  Reaumur's  thermometer:  the 
greateft  heats  are  from  twenty-fix  to  twenty- 
eight  degrees  above:    the  rnean  term  of  his  ob- 

P  4  fervations 
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fervations  for  four  years,  or  the  temperature,  Is 
nine  degrees  and  fix  tenths;  the  mean  height  of 
the  barometer  is  twenty-nine  inches  ten  hnes 
and  one  tenth,  EngliHi  meafure  :  the  prevaihng 
wind  is  north- north- weft.  In  the  year  there 
are  fifteen  days  of  thunder,  feventy-fix  days  of 
rain,  twelve  days  of  fnow,  five  days  of  tempeft 
with  rain  ;  thefe  eighty-one  days  of  rain,"^  with 
thofe  of  fnow,  give  thirty-five  inches  of  water, 
French  meafure.  The  iky  is  never  obfcured 
three  days  together.  The  country  is  very 
healthy,  and  extremely  vegetative.  Wheat 
harveft  is  from  the  8th  to  the  12th  of  July. 
No  predominant  ficknefs  has  been  remarked 
during  thefe  four  years. 


LETTER    XVIII. 

JOURNEY  OF  TWO  FRENCHMEN  TO  THE  OHIO. 

Sept.  10,   J  788. 

I  HAVE  had  the  good  fortune  to  meet  here 
a  Fr.enchman,  who  is  travelling  in  this 
country,  not  in  purfuit  of  wealth,  but  to  gain 
information.  It  is  Mr.  Saugrain,  from  Paris ; 
)be  is  an  ardent  naturahft  ;  fome  circumftances 
"" iirft 
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firft  attached  him  to  the  fervice  of  the  Kins:  of 
Spain,  who  fent  him  to  Spanifli  America  tg 
make  difcov.eries  in  minerals  and  natural  hiflory. 
After  the  death  of  his  protedor,  Don  Galves,  he 
returned  to  France.  In  1787,  he  formed  the 
projed  with  Mr.  Piguet,  who  had  fome  know- 
ledge in  botany,  to  vifit  Kentuckey  and  the 
Ohio. 

They  arrived  at  Philadelphia,  and  palTed  im- 
mediately to  Pittfhurg.  There  the  winter  over- 
took them,  and  the  Ohio  froze  over,  which 
rarely  happens.  They  lodged  themfelves  a  few 
miles  from  Pittfburg,  in  an  open  houfe,  where 
they  fufFered  much  from  the  cold.  The  ther- 
mometer of  Reaumur  defcended  to  32  degrees, 
while  at  Philadelphia  it  was  only  at  16.  During 
their  ftay  here  they  made  many  experiments. 
Mr.  Saugrain  weighed  feveral  kinds  of  wood  in 
an  hydroftatic  balance  which  he  carried  with 
him.  He  difcovered,  likewife,  which  fpecies 
would  yield  the  greateit  quantity,  and  the  beft 
quality  of  potafh.  Many  experiments  convinced 
him,  that  the  flalks  of  Indian  corn  yield  a  great- 
er quantity  than  wood,  in  proportion  to  the 
quantity  of  matter.  He  examined  the  different 
mines  of  the  country.  He  found  fome  of  iron, 
of  lead,  of  copper,  and  of  filver.     He  was  told  of 

a  rich 
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a  rich  iron- mine  belonging  to  Mr.  Murray  ;  but 

he  was  not  fuffered  to  fee  it. 

On  the  opening  of  the  Spring  they  defcended 

the    Ohio,    having    been    joined    by   another 

Frenchman,  Mr.  Rague,  and  a  Virginian.  They 
landed  at  Mufkinquam,  where  they  faw  General 
Harmer,  and  fome  people  who  were  beginning 
a  fettlement  there. 

At  fome  diftance  below  this  place  they  fell 
'  in  with  a  party  of  favages.  M.  Piguet  was  kill- 
ed, and  M.  Saugrain  wounded  and  taken  pri- 
foner  ;  he  fortunately  made  his  efcape,  rejoined 
the  Virginian,  and  found  the  means  of  returning 
to  Pittiburg,  having  loft  his  money  and  all  his 
cfFe£ls.  He  then  returned  to  Philadelphia, 
where  I  have  met  him,  on  his  way  to  Europe. 

He  has  communicated  to  me  many  obferva- 
tions  on  the  weftern  country.  The  immenfe 
valley  wafhed  by  the  Ohio,  appears  to  him  the 
moft  fertile  that  he  has  ever  feen.  The  ftrength 
and  rapidity  of  vegetation  in  that  country  are 
incredible,  the  (ize  of  the  trees  enormous,  and 
their  variety  infinite.  The  inhabitants  are  obliged 
to  exhauH:  the  firft  fatnefs  of  the  land  in  hemp 
and  tobacco,  in  order  to  prepare  it  for  the  pro- 
duction of  wheat.  The  crops  of  Indian  corn 
are  prodigious  ;  the  cattle  acquire  an  extraordi- 
nary 
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nary  fize,  and  keep  fat  the  whole  year  in  the 
open  fields. 

The  facility  of  producing  grain,  rearing  cattle, 
making  vvhilky,  beer,  and  cyder,  with  a  thou- 
fand  other  advantages,  attrad  to  this  country 
great  numbers  of  emigrants  from  other  parts 
of  America.  A  man  in  that  country  works 
fcarcely  two  hours  in  a  day,  for  the  fupport  of 
himfelf  and  family ;  he  paffes  mod:  of  his  time 
in  idlenefs,  hunting,  or  drinking.  The  women 
fpin,  and  make  clothes  for  their  hufbands  and 
families.  Mr.  Saugrain  faw  wqyj  good  woollens 
and  linens  made  there.  They  have  wtvy  little 
money  ;   every  thing  is  done  by  barter. 

The  adive  genius  of  the  Americans  is  always 
pufhing  them  forward.  M.  Saugrain  has  no 
doubt  but  fooner  or  later  the  Spaniards  will  be 
forced  to  quit  the  Miiiiflippi,  and  that  the  Ame- 
ricans will  pafs  it,  and  eftablifli  themfelves  in 
Louiliana,  which  he  has  ictn,  and  confiders  as 
one  of  the  finefl  countries  in  the  univerfe. 

Mr.  Saugrain  came  from  Pittiburg  to  Phila-. 

delphia  in  {qvci\  days,  on  horfeback.     He  could 

have  come  in  a  chaiie ;  but  it  would  have  taken 

him  a  longer  time.     It  is  a  poft  road,  with  good 

taverns  eftabliihed  the  whole  way*. 

*  Mr.  Saugrain  is  fo  enchanted  with  the  independent  life 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  weftern  country,  that  he  returned 
again  in  the  year  1790  to  fettle  at  Scioto. 

LETTER 
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LETTER     XIX. 


ON  THE  SCHOOL  FOR  THE  BLACKS  AT  PHILA- 
DELPHIA, AND  THE  PRINCIPAL  AMERICAN 
AUTHORS  WHO  HAVE  WRITTEN  IN  THEIR 
FAVOUR. 


^  I  ^HERE  exlfts,  then,  a  country  where  the 
JL  Negroes  are  allowed  to  have  fouls,  and  to 
be  endowed  with  underftanding  capable  of  be- 
ins:  formed  to  virtue  and  ufeful  knowledg-e; 
where  they  are  not  regarded  as  beafls  of  burden, 
m  order  that  we  may  have  the  privilege  of 
treating  them  as  fuch.  There  exifts  a  country 
where  the  Blacks,  by  their  virtues  and  their  in- 
induflry,  belie  the  calumnies  which  their  ty- 
rants elfewhere  lavifh  againft  them  ;  where  no 
difference  is  perceived  between  the  memory  of  a 
black  head  whofe  hair  is  craped  by  nature,  and 
that  of  a  white  one  craped  by  art.  I  have  had 
a  proof  of  this  to-day.  I  have  feen,  heard,  and 
examined  thefe  black  children.  They  read  well, 
repeat  from  memory,  and  calculate  with  ra- 
pidity. I  have  feen  a  pi6lure  painted  by  a  young 
negro  who  never  had  a  mafter:  it  was  furprif- 
ingly  well  done. 

I  faw 
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I  faw  ill  this  fchool  a  mulatto,  one-eighth 
negro;  it  is  impoffible  to  diftinguifli  him  from 
a  white  boy.  His  eyes  difcovered  an  extraor- 
dinary vivacity  ;  and  this  is  a  general  chara6ler- 
iftic  of  people  of  that  origin. 

The  black  girls,  behdes  reading,  writing,  and 
the  principles  of  religion,  are  taught  fpinning, 
needle-work,  &c.  and  their  miflrefles  affure  me, 
that  they  difcover  much  ingenuity.  They  have 
the  appearance  of  decency,  attention,  and  fub- 
miffion.  It  is  a  nurfery  of  good  fervants  and 
virtuous  houfekeepers.  How  criminal  are  the 
planters  of  the  iflands,  who  form  but  to  de- 
bauchery and  ignominy,  creatures  fo  capable  of 
l:>eing  fafhioned  to  virtue  ! 

It  is  to  Benezet  that  humanity  owes  this  ufe- 
ful  eftablifhment — to  that  Benezet  whom 
Chaftellux  has  not  blulhed  to  ridicule,  for  the 
fake  of  gaining  the  infamous  applaufes  of  the 
parafites  of  defpotifm. 

The  life  of  this  extraordinary  man  merits  to 
be  known  to  fuch  men  as  dare  to  think,  who 
efteem  more  the  benefadors  of  their  fellow- 
creatures,  than  their  oppreflbrs,  Co  bafely  idol- 
ized during  their  life. 

Anthony  Benezet  was  born  at  St.  Quintin,  in 
Picardy,  in  171 2.  Fanaticifm,  under  the  pro- 
tedion  of  a  bigot  king,  directed  by  an  inflimous 

confeflbr. 
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confeiTor,  and  an  infamous  woman,  fpread  at 
that  time  its  ravages  in-  France.  The  pirents 
of  Benezet  were  warm  Calviniilrs;  they  fled  to 
England,  and  he  embraced  the  doftnnes  of  the 
Quakers.  He  went  to  America  in  17^1,  and 
eflabHflied  himfelf  at  Philadelphia  in  commerce, 
the  bufinels  to  which  he  had  been  educated. 
But  the  rigidity  of  his  principles  and  his  tafte 
not  agreeing  with  the  Ipirit  of  commerce,  he 
quitted  that  budnefs  in  1736,  and  accepted  a 
place  in  the  academy  of  that  fociety.  From  that 
time  all  his  moments  were  confecrated  to  public 
inftrudlion,  the  relief  of  the  poor,  and  the  de- 
fence of  the  unhappy  negroes.  Benezet  pof- 
fefled  an  univerfal  philanthropy,  which  was  not 
common  at  that  time  ;  he  regarded,  as  his  bro- 
thers, all  men,  of  all  countries,  and  of  all  co- 
lours ;  he  compofed  many  works,  in  which  he 
■collected  all  the  authorities  from  Scripture,  and 
from  other  writings,  to  difcourJige  and  condemn 
the  {lave  trade  and  (lavery.  His  works  had 
much  influence  in  determining  the  Quakers  to 
emancipate  their  (laves. 

It  was  not  enough  to  fet  at  liberty  the  un- 
happy Blacks;  it  was  neceflary  to  inftru^t  them 
' — to  find  them  fchoolmafters.  And  where  fliould 
he  find  men  v/illinsr  to  devote  themfelves  to  a 

o 

talk  which  prejudice  had  rendered  painful   and 

difgufting  ? 
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difeufline  ?  No  obftacle  could  arreft  the  zeal  of 
Benezet;  he  fet  the  firll  example  hhnfelf:  he 
confecrated  his  little  fortune  to  the  fouudatiorx 
of  this  fchool;  his  brethren  lent  fome  affift- 
ance ;  and  by  help  of  the  donations  of  the  fo- 
ciety  of  London,  the  fchool  for  Blacks  at  Phila- 
delphia enjoys  a  revenue  of  200I.  fterling. 

He  confecrated  his  fortune  and  his  talents  tQ 
their  inil:ru6lion  ;  and  in  1784  death  removed 
him  from  this  holy  occupation  to  receive  his  re- 
ward. The  tears  of  the  Blacks  which  watered 
his  tomb,  the  fighs  of  his  fraternity,  and  of 
every  friend  of  humanity  which  attended  his 
departing  fpirit,  muft  be  a  prize  more  confoling 
than  the  laurels  of  a  conqueror. 

Benezet  carried  always  in  his  pocket  a  copy 
of  his  works  on  the  Slavery  of  the  Blacks,  which 
he  gave  and  recommended  to  every  one  he  met 
who  had  not  feen  them.  It  is  a  method  gene- 
rally followed  by  the  Society  of  Friends.  They 
extend  the  works  of  utility ;  and  it  is  the  true 
way  of  gaining  profelytes. 

This  philanthropic  Quaker  was  preceded  m, 
the  fame  career  by  many  others,  whom  I  ought 
to  mention.  The  celebrated  George  Fox,  found- 
er of  this  feCt,  went  from  England  to  Barbadoes 
in  the  year  1671,  not  to  preach  againft  flavery, 
but  to  inftrud  the  Blacks  in  the  knowledge  of 

God, 
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God,  and  to  engage  mafters  to  treat  them  with 
rnildnefs. 

The  minds  of  men  were  not  yet  ripe  for  this 
reform ;  neither  were  they  when  WiUiam 
Burhng,  of  Long-lfland,  in  1718,  pubhfhed  a 
treatife  againft  flavery.  He  was  a  refpe6lable 
Qiiaker:  he  preached,  but  in  vain;  the  hour 
was  not  yet  come. 

Ought  not  this  circumftance  to  encourage  the 
friends  of  the  blacks  in  France  ?  Sixty  years  of 
combat  were  neceffary  to  conquer  the  prejudice 
of  avarice  in  i^merica.  One  year  is  fcarcely 
paffed  fnice  the  foundation  of  the  fociety  at 
Paris;  and  fome  apoftates  already  appear,  bc- 
caufe  fuccefs  has  not  crowned  their  nrfl:  en- 
deavours. 

Burhng  was  followed  by  Judge  Sewal,  a  pref- 
byterian  of  Maflachufetts.  He  prefented  to  the 
General  Aflembly,  a  treatife  entitled  Jofeph  fold 
by  bis  brethren.  He  difcovers  the  purefl  prin- 
ciples, and  completely  overturns  the  hackneyed 
arguments  of  the  traders  refpeding  the  pretend- 
ed wars  of  the  African  princes. 

It  is  often  faid  againO:  the  writings  of  the 
friends  of  the  blacks,  that  they  have  not  been 
witneflesof  the  fufferings  which  they  defcribe. 
This  reproach  cannot  be  niade  againft  Benjamin 
Lay,  an  EngliHiman,  who,  brought  up  in  the 

African 
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African  trade,  afterwards  a  planter  at  Barbadoes^. 
abandoned  his  plantation,  on  account  of  the  hor- 
ror infpired  by  the  frightful  terrors  of  fiavery 
endured  by  the  negroes..  He  retired  to  Phila- 
delphia, became  a  Quaker,  and  ceafed  not  the 
remainder  of  his  life  to  preach  and  write  for  the 
abolition  of  fiavery.  His  principal  treatife  on 
this  fubje£l  appeared  in  1737.  He  was  thought 
to  have  too  much  zeal,  and  to  have  exasigerated 
in  his  defcriptions.  But  thefe  defeats  were  ex- 
piated by  a  life  without  a  flain,  by  an  indefatiga- 
ble zeal  for  humanity,  and  by  profound  medita- 
tions. Lay  was  iimple  in  his  drefs,  and  ani- 
mated in  his  fpeech  -,  he  was  all  on  fire  when 
he  fpoke  on  fiavery.  He  died  in  1760,  in  the 
80th  year  of  his  age. 

One  of  the  men  mofl:  diftinguifhed  in  this 
Career  of  humanity  was  a  Quaker  named  John 
Woolman.  He  was  born  in  1720.  Early 
formed  to  meditation,  he  was  judged  by  the 
Friends  worthy  of  being  a  minifter  at  the  age 
of  twenty-tvv'o.  He  travelled  much  to  extend 
the  do^lrines  of  the  fe6l ;  but  was  always  on 
foot,  and  without  money  or  provifions,  becaufe 
he  would  imitate  the  apoftles,  and  be  in  a  iitua- 
tion  to  be  more  ufeful  to  the  poor  people  and  to 
the  blacks.  He  abhorred  (lavery  fo  much,  that 
he  would  not  tafte  any  food  that  was  produced 
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by  the  labour  of  (laves.  The  laft  difcourfe  that 
he  pronounced  was  on  this  fubjedt.  In  1772,. 
he  undertook  a  voyage  to  England,  to  concert 
meafures  with  the  Friends  there  on  the  fame 
fubje6t,  v^^here  he  died  with  the  fmall-pox. 
He  left  feveral  ufeful  works,  one  of  which  has 
been  through  many  editions,  entitled  Conjidera- 
t'lons  on  the  Slavery  of  the  Blacks. 

.  I  thought  it  my  duty,  my  friend,  to  give  you 
fome  account  of  thefe  holy  perfonages,  before 
defcribin'g  to  you  the  lituation  of  the  blacks  in 
this  immenfe  country. 


LETTER     XX. 

THE  MEANS  USED  TO  ABOLISH  THE  SLAVE 
TRADE,  AND  SLAVERY,  IN  THE  UNITED^ 
STATES. 


w 


OOLMAN  and  Benezet  had  in  vain  em- 
ployed all  their  efforts  to  effe£l  the  abo- 
lition of  this  traffic  under  the  Engrlifh  govern- 
mcnt.  The  miftaken  intereft  of  the  mother 
country  caufed  all  the  petitions  to  be  rejedled  in 
the  year  1772;  yet  the  minds  of  men  were 
prepared  in  fome  of  the  colonies  ;  and  fcarcely 

was 
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was  independence  declared,  when  a  general  cry 
arofe  againil:  this  comnaerce.  It  appeared  abfurd 
for  men  defending  their  own  liberty  to  deny  li- 
berty to  others.  A  pamphlet  was  printed,  in 
which  thofe  principles  upon  which  flavery  is 
founded,  were  held  up  in  contraft  with  thofe 
which  laid  the  foundation  of  the  new  conftitu- 
tion. 

This  palpable  method  of  flating  the  fubjecl 
was  attended  with  a  happy  fuccefs  ;  and  the 
Congrefs,  in  1776,  declared  the  flavery  of  the 
Blacks  to  be  incompatible  with  the  balis  of  re- 
publican governments.  Different  legiflatures 
haftened  to  confecrate  this  principle  of  Congrefs. 

Three  diftincl  epochs  mark  the  condudl  of 
the  Americans  in  this  bufinefs — the  prohibition 
of  the  importation  of  flaves — their  manu million 
— and  the  provifion  made  for  their  inftrudlion. 
All  the  different  States  are  not  equally  advanced 
in  thefe  three  objedls. 

In  the  Northern  and  Middle  States  they  have 
profcribed  for  ever  the  importation  of  flaves ;  in 
others  this  prohibition  is  limited  to  a  certain 
time.  In  South  Carolina,  where  it  was  limited 
to  three  years,  it  has  lately  been  extended  to 
three  years  more.  Georgia  is  the  only  State 
that  continues  to  receive  tranfported  flaves.  Yet, 
when  General  Oglethorpe  laid  the  foundation  of 

Q^  this 
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this  colony,  he  ordained,  that  neither  rum  not 
Haves  fliould  ever  be  imported  into  it.  This 
law,  in  both  its  articles,  was  very  foon  violated. 

We  mull  acknowledge,  however,  that  the 
Americans,  move  than  any  other  people,  are 
convinced  that  ail  men  are  born  free  and  equal  i 
we  mud:  acknowledge,  that  they  direft  them- 
feives  generally  by  this  principle  of  equality ; 
that  the  Quakers,  who  have  begun,  who  have 
propagated,  and  who  ftill  propagate  this  revolu- 
tion of  fentiment,  have  been  guided  by  a  princi- 
ple of  religion,  and  that  they  have  facrificed  to 
it  their  perfonal  intereft. 

Unhappily  their  opinion  on  this  fubjefl  has 
not  yet  become^univerfal ;  intereft  ftill  combats 
it  with  fome  fuccefs  in  the  Southern  States.  A 
numerous  party  flill  argue  the  impoflibility  of 
cultivating  their  foil  without  the  hands  of  flaves, 
and  the  impoflibility  of  augmenting  their  num- 
ber without  recruiting  them  in  Africa.  It  is  to 
the  influence  of  this  party,  in  the  late  general 
convention,  that  is  to  be  attributed  the  only  ar- 
ticle which  tarnlilies  that  glorious  monument  of 
human  reafon,  the  new  federal  fyflem  of  the 
United  States.  It  v/as  this  party  that  propofed 
to  bind  the  hands  of  the  new  Congrefs,  and  to 
put  it  ont  of  their  power  for  twenty  years  to 
prohibit  the  importation  of  (laves.     It  was  faid 

to 
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to  this  auguft  affembly,  Sig7i  this  artick,  or  zve 
will  withdrazv  from  the  union.  To  avoid  the 
evils  which,  without  mehorating  the  fate  of  the 
Blacks,  would  attend  a  political  fchifm,  the  con- 
vention was  forced  to  wander  from  the  grand 
principle  of  univerfal  liberty,  and  the  preceding 
declaration  of  Congrefs.  They  thought  it  their 
duty  to  imitate  Solon,  to  make,  not  the  beft  law 
poffible,  but  the  beft  that  circumflances  would 
bear. 

But,  though  this  article  has  furprifed  the 
friends  of  liberty  in  Europe,  where  the  fecret 
caufes  of  it  were  not  known ;  though  it  has 
grieved  the  fociety  in  England,  who  are  ready 
to  accufe  the  new  legillators  of  a  cowardly  de- 
fection from  their  own  principles  ;  yet  we  may 
regard  the  general  and  irrevocable  profcription  of 
the  flave  trade  in  the  United  States  as  very  near 
at  hand.  This  conclufion  refults  from  the  na- 
ture of  things,  and  even  from  the  article  itfelf  of 
the  new  conftitution  now  cited.  Indeed,  nine 
States  have  already  done  it ;  the  Blacks,  which 
there  abound,  are  confidered  as  free.  There  are 
then  nine  afylums  for  thofe  to  efcape  to  from 
Georgia  ;  not  to  fpeak  of  the  neighbourhood  of 
the  Floridas,  where  the  (laves  from  Georgia 
take  refuge,  in  hopes  to  find  better  treatment 
from  the  Spaniards ;  and  not  to  fpeak  of  thofe 
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vail:  forefts  and  iiiaccefiible  mountains  which 
make  part  of  the  Southern  States,  and  where 
the  perfecuted  negro  may  eaiily  find  a  retreat 
from  (lavery.  The  communications  with  the 
back  country  are  fo  eafy  that  it  is  impoffible  to 
flop  the  fugitives ;  and  the  expence  of  reclaiming 
is  difproportioned  to  their  value.  And  though 
the  free  States  do  not  in  appearance  oppofe  thefe 
reclamations,  yet  the  people  there  hold  (lavery 
in  fuch  horror,  that  the  mafter  who  runs  after 
his  human  property  meets  little  relpedt,  and 
finds  little  affiffcance.  Thus  the  poffibility  of 
flio-ht  creates  a  new  difcouras^ement  to  the  im- 
portation,  as  it  mufl:  leffen  the  value  of  the  flave, 
induce  to  a  milder  treatment,  and  finally  tend, 
with  the  concurrence  of  other  circumflances, 
to  convince  the  Georgian  planter,  that  it  is  more 
fimple,  more  reafonable,  and  lefs  expenfive,  to 
cultivate  by  the  hat^s  of  freemen.  We  are 
right  then  in  faying,  that  the  nature  of  things 
in  America  is  againll:  the  importation  of  flaves. 

Befides,  the  Congrefs  will  be  authorifed  in 
twenty  j^'ears  to  pronounce  definitively  on  this 
article.  By  that  time,  the  fentiments  of  hu- 
manity, and  the  calculations  of  reafon,  will  pre- 
vail ;  they  will  no  longer  be  forced  to  facrifice 
equity  to  convenience,  or  have  any  thing  to  fear 
from  oppofition  or  fchifm. 

LETTER 
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LETTER    XXI. 

f.AWS    OF    THE   DIFFERENT    STATES    FOR    THE 
MANUMISSION  OF  SLAVES; 

OLAVERY,  my  friend,  has  never  polluted 
every  part  of  the  United  States.  There  was 
never  any  law  in  New  Hampfhire,  or  MalTachu-r 
fetts,  which  authorifed  it.  When,  therefore, 
thofe  States  profcribed  it,  they  only  declared  the 
law  as  it  exifted  before.  There  was  very  little 
of  it  in  Connedicut ;  the  puritanic  aufterity 
which  predominated  in  that  colony  could  fcarce- 
ly  reconcile  itfelf  with  flavery.  Agriculture  was 
better  performed  there  by  the  hands  of  freemen  ; 
and  every  thing  concurred  to  engage  the  people 
to  give  hberty  to  the  Haves : — fo  that  almoffc 
every  one  has  freed  them;  and  the  children  of 
fuch  as  are  not  yet  free,  are  to  have  their  liberty 
at  twenty-five  years  of  age. 

The  cafe  of  the  Blacks  in  New  York  is  nearly 
the  fame,  yet  the  flaves  there  are  more  nu- 
merous. 

It  is  becaufe  the  bafis  of  the  population  there 
is  Dutch  ;  that  is  to   fay,  people  lefs  difpofed 
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than  any  other  to  part  with  their  property, 
But  Hberty  is  affured  there  to  all  the  childrea 
of  the  (laves,-  at  a  certain  age. 

The  State  of  Rhode-lfland  formerly  made  a 
great  bufinefs  of  the  flave  trade.  It  is  now  tOr 
tally  and  for  ever  prohibited. 

In  New-Jerfey  the  bulk  of  the  population  is 
Dutch.  You  find  there  traces  of  that  fame 
Dutch  fpirit  which  I  have  defcribed.  Yet  the 
Weftern  parts  of  the  State  are  difpofed  to  free 
their  negroes ;  but  the  Eaftern  part  are  oppofed 
to  it. 

It  is  probable  that  their  obftinacy  will  be 
Qvercome;  at  leail  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  re- 
fpedlable  Mr.  Livingfton,  celebrated  for  the  part 
he  has  a6led  in  the  late  revolution :  he  has  de- 
clared this  opinion  in  a  letter  written  to  the  So- 
ciety at  Philadelphia.  He  has  himfelf  freed  all 
his  (laves,  which  are  very  numerous.  He  is  one 
of  the  mod  ardent  apoilles  of  humanity  ;  and, 
knowing  the  character  of  his  countrymen,  he 
reafons,  temporifes  with  their  intcreil,  and 
doubts  not  of  being  able  to  vanquifli  their  pre- 
judices. The  Quakers  have  been  more  fortu- 
nate in  Pennfylvania.  In  the  year  1758  they 
voted,  in  their  general  meeting,  to  excommuni- 
cate every  member  of  the  Society  who  Ihould 
perfift  in  keeping  flaves.     In  1780,  at  their  re- 

queil:^ 


UNITED    STATES    OF    AMERICA.         233 

queft,  feconded  by  a  great  number  of  perfons 
from  other  feds,  the  General  Aflembly  aboliflied 
flavery  for  ever,  forced  the  owners  of  flaves  to 
jcaufe  them  to  be  regiflered,  declared  their  chil- 
dren free  at  the  age  of  twenty-eight  years, 
placed  them,  while  under  that  age,  on  a  footing 
of  hired  fervants,  afllired  to  them  the  benefit  of 
trial  by  jury,  &c.  But  this  a6l  did  not  provide 
againfl:  all  the  abufes  that  avarice  could  after- 
wards invent.  It  was  evaded  in  many  points, 
A  foreign  commerce  of  (laves  was  carried  on  by 
fpeculators;  and  feme  barbarous  maflers  fold 
their  Blacks,  to  be  carried  into  foreign  coun- 
tries; others  fent  the  neg-ro  children  into  neicrh- 
bouring  States,  that  they  might  there  be  fold, 
and  deprived  of  the  benefit  of  the  law  of  Pena- 
fylvania,  when  they  fhould  come  of  age  ;  others 
fent  their  black  pregnant  women  into  another 
State,  that  the  offspring  might  be  flaves ;  and 
others  ftole  free  negroes,  and  carried  them  to 
the  iflands  for  fale.  The  Society,  Shocked  at 
thefe  abufes,  applied  again  to  the  AfTembly,  who 
paffed  a  new  acl,  effecStually  to  prevent  them. 
It  ordained,  that  no  black  could  be  fent  into  a 
neighbouring  ftate  without  his  confent;  confif- 
cated  all  velfels  and  cargoes  employed  in  the 
flave  trade;  condemned  to  the  public  works  the 
ilealers  of  negroes,  &c. 

Doubtlefs 
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Doubtlefs  we  cannot  bedow  too  much  pralfe 
on  the  indefatigable  zeal  of  the  Society  in  Penn- 
iylvania,  who  folicited  this  law,  nor  on  the  fpirit 
of  equity  and  humanity  difplayed  by  the  legifla- 
ture  who  paffed  this  law;  but  fome  regret  muft 
mingle  itfelf  with  our  applaufe.  Why  did  not 
this  refpe<flable  body  go  farther?  Why  did  it  not 
extend  at  leaft  the  hopes  of  freedom  to  thofe 
who  were  flaves  at  the  time  of  the  pafling  the 
a£t  ?  They  are  a  property,  it  is  faid ;  and  all  pro- 
perty is  facred.  But  what  is  a  property  found- 
ed on  robbery  and  plunder  ?  What  is  a  property 
which  violates  laws  human  and  divine?  But 
let  this  property  merit  fome  regards  Why  not 
limit  it  to  a  certain  number  of  years,  in  order  to 
give  at  leaft  the  cheap  confolation  of  hope? 
Why  not  grant  to  the  flave  the  right  of  pur- 
chafms;  his  freedom  ?  What !  the  child  of  the 
negro  flave  fliall  one  day  enjoy  his  liberty;,  and 
the  unhappy  father,  though  ready  to  leap  with 
joy  on  beholding  the  fortune  of  his  fon,  mufl 
roll  back  his  eyes  with  aggravated  anguifli  on 
his  own  irrevocable  bonda2;e !  The  fon  has 
never  felt,  like  him,  the  torture  of  being  torn 
from  his  country,  from  his  ftimily,  from  all  that 
is  dear  to  man  ;  the  fon  has  not  experienced  that 
feverity  of  treatment  fo  common  in  this  country 
before  this  revolution  of  fentiment  ;  yet  the  fon 

is 
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is  favoured,  and  the  father  configned  to  defpair. 
But  this  Injuftice  cannot  long  fully  the  law  of  a 
country  where  reafon  and  humanity  prevail. 
We  may  hope  that  a  capitulation  will  be  made 
with  avarice;  by  which  thefe  Haves  fhall  be 
drawn  from  its  hands. 

Again — Why,  in  the  ad  of  March  1780,  is 
it  declared  that  a  flave  cannot  be  a  witnefs  aeainft 
a  freeman  ?  You  either  fuppofe  him  lefs  true 
than  the  freeman,  or  you  fuppofe  him  different- 
ly organifed.  The  laft  fuppofition  is  abfurd ; 
the  other,  if  true,  is  againft  yourfelves;  for 
why  are  they  lefs  confcientious,  more  corrupted, 
and  more  wicked  ? — it  is  becaufe  they  are  flaves. 
The  crime  falls  on  the  head  of  the  mafter;  and 
the  (lave  is  thus  degraded  and  puniflied  for  the 
vice  of  the  mafter. 

Finally,  why  do  you  ordain  that  the  mafler 
fhall  be  reimburfed  from  the  pubhc  treafury 
the  price  of  the  (lave  who  may  fuffer  death  for 
crimes  ?  If,  as  is  eafy  to  prove,  the  crimes  of 
flaves  are  almofl:  univerfally  the  fruit  of  their 
flivery,  and  are  in  proportion  to  the  feverity  of 
their  treatment,  is  it  not  abfurd  to  recompenfc 
the  mafter  for  his  tyranny  ?  When  we  recollect 
that  thefe  mafters  have  hitherto  been  accuftomed 
to  confider  their  flaves  as  a  fpecies  of  cattle,  and 
that  the  laws  make  the  mafter  refponfible  for  the 

damages 
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damages  done  by  his  cattle,  does  it  not  appear 
Contradi6tory  to  reverfe  the  law  relative  to  thefe 
black  cattle,  when  they  do  a  mifchief  for  which 
Ibciety  thinks  it  neceffary  to  extirpate  them  ? 
In  this  cafe,  the  real  author  of  the  crime,  inftead 
of  paying  damages,  receives  a  reward. 

No,  my  friend,  we  will  not  doubt  but  thefe 
ftains  will  foon  difappear  from  the  code  of  Penn- 
lyivania.  Reafon  is  too  predominant  to  fufFer 
them  long  to  continue. 

The  little  State  of  Delaware  has  followed  the 
example  of  Pennfylvania.  It  is  moflly  peopled 
by  Quakers — inftances  of  giving  freedom  are 
therefore  numerous.  In  this  flate,  famous  for 
the  wifdom  of  its  laws,  for  its  good  faith  and 
fcederal  patriotifm,  refides  that  angel  of  peace, 
Warner  Miflin.  Like  Benezet,  he  occupies  his 
time  in  extending  the  opinions  of  his  Society 
relative  to  the  freedom  of  the  Blacks,  and  the 
care  of  providing  for  their  exiftence  and  their 
inftrudiion.  It  is  in  part  to  his  zeal  that  is  ow- 
ing the  formation  of  a  fociety  in  that  State,  after 
the  model  of  the  one  at  Philadelphia,  for  the 
abolition  of  flavery. 

With  the  State  of  Delaware  finifhes  the  {yf- 
tern  of  proteflion  to  the  Blacks.  Yet  there  are 
fome  negroes  emancipated  in  Alaryland,  becaufe 
there  are  fome  Quakers  there ;  and  you  perceive 
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it  very  readily  on  comparing  the  fields  of  to- 
bacco, or  of  Indian  corn,  belonging  to  thefe 
people,  with  thofe  of  others  ;  you  fee  how  much 
fuperlor  the  hand  of  a  freeman  is  to  that  of  a 
flave,  in  the  operations  of  induftry. 

When  you  run  over  Maryland  and  Virginia, 
you  conceive  yourfelf  in  a  different  world;  and 
you  are  convinced  of  it  when  you  converfe  with 
the  inhabitants.  They  fpeak  not  here  of  pro- 
je6ls  for  freeing  the  negroes  ;  they  praife  not  the 
focieties  of  London  and  America ;  they  read  not 
the  works  of  Clarkfon — No,  the  indolent  maf- 
ters  behold  with  uneafinefs  the  efforts  that  are 
makins;  to  render  freedom  unlverfal.  The  Vir- 
ginians  are  perfuaded  of  the  impoffibility  of  cul- 
tivating tobacco  without  flavery  ;  they  fear  that 
if  the  Blacks  become  free  they  will  caufe  trou- 
ble ;  on  rendering  them  free,  they  know  not 
what  rank  to  aflign  them  in  fociety  ;  whether 
they  {hall  eftablifh  them  in  a  feparate  diftricl,  or 
fend  them  out  of  the  country.  Thefe  are  the 
objedtions  which  you  will  hear  repeated  every 
where  a2;ainft  the  idea  of  freeino-  them. 

The  ftrongeft  objedion  lies  in  the  character, 
the  manners,  and  habits,  of  the  Virginians. 
They  feem  to  enjoy  the  Iweat  of  flaves.  They  are 
fond  of  hunting ;  they  love  the  difplay  of  lux- 
ury, and  difdain  the  idea  of  labour.     This  order 

7  ^^ 
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of  things  will  change  when  flavery  fhall  be  no 
more.  It  is  not,  that  the  work  of  a  flave  is 
more  profitable  than  that  of  a  freeman ;  but  it 
is  in  multiplying  the  flaves,  condemning  them 
to  a  miferable  nourifhment,  in  depriving  them 
of  clothes,  and  in  running  over  a  large  quantity 
of  land  with  a  negligent  culture,  that  they  fup- 
ply  the  neceffity  of  honeft  induflry. 


LETTER    XXII. 

ON    THE    GENERAL     STATE,     MANNERS,     AND 

CHARACTER  OF  THE  BLACKS  IN    THE  UNIT- 
ED STATES. 


'np'  H  E  free  Blacks  in  the  Eaftern  States  are 
either  hired  fervants,  or  they  keep  little 
fhops,  or  they  cultivate  the  land.  You  will  fee 
feme  of  them  on  board  of  coafling  veffels.  They 
dare  not  venture  themfelves  on  long  voyages, 
for  fear  of  being  tranfported  and  fold  in  the 
iflands.  As  to  their  phyfical  charader,  the 
Blacks  are  vigorous,  of  a  jftrong  conflitution  *, 

•  The  married  Blacks  have  at  leaft  as  many  children  as  the 
Whites ;  but  it  is  obferved,  that  more  of  them  die.      This  is 

8  capable 
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•capable  of  the  rnofl:  painful  labour,  and  generally 
a<^Ive.  As  fervants  they  are  fober  and  faithful. 
Thofe  who  keep  (hops  live  moderately,  and 
never  augment  their  affairs  beyond  a  certain 
point. 

The  reafon  is  obvious  ;  the  Whites,  though 
they  treat  them  with  humanity,  like  not  to 
give  them  credit  to  enable  them  to  under- 
take any  exteniive  commerce,  nor  even  to  give 
them  the  means  of  a  common  education,  by  re- 
ceiving them  into  their  counting-houfes.  h\ 
then,  the  Blacks  are  confined  to  the  retails  of 
trade,  let  us  not  accufe  their  capacity,  but  the 
prejudices  of  the  Whites,  which  lay  obftacles  in 
their  way. 

The  fame  caufes  hhider  the  Blacks  who  live 
in  the  country  from  having  large  plantations. 
Their  little  fields  are  generally  well  cultivated ; 
their  log-houfes  full  of  children  decently  clad, 
attract  the  eye  of  the  philofopher,  who  rejoices 
to  fee,  that,  in  thefe  habitations,  no  tears  atteft 
the  rod  of  tyranny; 

In  this  fituation  the  Blacks  are  indeed  happy  ; 
but  let  us  have  the  courage  to  avow,  that  neither 
this  happinefs,  nor  their  talents,  have  yet  attain- 

owing  iefs  to  Nature,  than  to  the  want  of  fortune,  and  of  the 
care  of  phyficians  and  furgeons. 

ed 
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ed  their  perfection.  There  exifts  ftill  too  greal 
an  interval  between  them  and  the  Whites, 
efpecially  in  the  public  opinion.  This  humili- 
ating difference  prevents  thofe  efforts  which 
they  might  make  to  raife  themfelves.  Black 
children  are  admitted  to  the  public  fchools  ;  but 
you  never  fee  them  within  the  walls  of  a  col- 
lege. Though  free,  they  are  always  accuflom- 
ed  to  confider  themfelves  as  beneath  the  Whites, 

We  may  conclude  from  this,  that  it  is  unfair 
to  meafure  the  extent  of  their  capacity  by  the 
examples  already  given  by  the  free  Blacks  of  the 
North. 

But  when  we  compare  them  to  the  Haves  of 
the  South,  what  a  difference  we  find  ! — -In  the 
South,  the  Blacks  are  in  a  ftate  of  abjection  diffi- 
cult to  defcribe  ;  many  of  them  are  naked,  ill 
fed,  lodged  in  miferable  huts,  on  ftraw.  They 
receive  no  education,  no  inflrudiion  in  any  kind 
of  religion ;  they  are  not  married,  but  coupled. 
Thus  are  they  brutalized,  lazy,  without  ideas, 
and  without  energy.  They  give  themfelves  no 
trouble  to  procure  clothes,-  or  to  have  better 
food  ;  they  pafs  their  Sunday^  which  is  their 
day  of  reft,  in  total  ina6lion.  lna£lion  is  thek 
fupreme  happinefs  ;  they  therefore  perform  little 
labour,  and  that  in  a  carelefs  manner. 

We   muft  do  juflice   to    the   truth.      The 

Americans 
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Americans  of  the  Southern  States  treat  their 
flaves  with  mildnefs  ;  it  is  one  of  the  efFeds  of 
the  general  extenfion  of  the  ideas  of  liberty. 
The  flave  labours  lefs  ;  but  this  is  all  the  altera- 
tion made  in  his  circumftances,  and  he  is  not 
the  better  for  it,  either  in  his  nourifhment,  his 
clothing,  his  morals,  or  his  ideas.  So  that  the 
mailer  lofes  ;  but  the  flave  does  not  gain.  If 
they  would  follow  the  example  of  the  Northern 
States,  both  Whites  and  Blacks  would  be  gainers 
by  the  change. 

When  we  defcribe  the  flaves  of  the  South, 
we  ought  to  diftinguifh  thofe  that  are  employed 
as  houfe-fervants,  from  thofe  that  work  and  live 
in  the  field.  The  picture  that  I  have  given  be- 
longs to  the  latter  ;  the  former  are  better  clad, 
more  a6live,  and  lefs  ignorant. 

It  has  been  generally  thought,  and  ev^en  writ- 
ten by  fome  authors  of  note,  that  the  Blacks 
are  inferior  to  the  Whites  in  mental  capacity. 
This  opinion  begins  to  difappear  ;  the  Northern 
States  furnifh  examples  to  the  contrary.  I  fhali 
cite  two,  which  are  flriking  ones  :  the  iirft 
proves,  that,  by  inftrudion,  a  Black  may  be 
rendered  capable  of  any  of  the  profeffions  :  the 
fecund,  that  the  head  of  a  Negro  may  be  oro-an- 
iied  for  the  mofr  aftonifhing  calculations,  and 
coniequ.ently  for  all  the  fciences. 

Vol.  I.  R  I  faw 
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I  faw  at  Philadelphia  a  black  phyfician,  nam- 
ed  James  Derham.  The  following  hiftory  of 
him  was  atteiled  to  me  by  many  phyficians  : 

He  was  brought  up  a  flave  in  a  family  of 
Philadelphia,  where  he  learned  to  read  and 
write,  and  was  in{lru£ted  in  the  principles  of 
religion.  When  young,  he  was  fold  to  Do£lor 
John  Kearfley,  junior,  who  employed  him  in 
compounding  medicines,  and  in  adminiftering 
them  in  fome  cafes  to  the  fick.  At  the  death  of 
Doctor  Kearfley  he  paiTed  through  different 
hands,  and  came  to  be  the  property  of  George 
Weft,  furgeon  of  the  Britiiharmy,  under  whom, 
during  the  war  in  America,  he  performed  the 
lower  functions  in  phydc. 

At  the  clofe  of  the  war,  he  was  purchafed  by 
Doclor  Robert  Dove  of  New  Orleans,  who  em- 
ployed him  as  his  affiftant.  He  gained  the  Doc- 
tor's good  opinion  and  friendihip  to  fuch  a  de- 
gree that  he  foon  gave  him  his  freedom  on 
moderate  conditions.  Derham  was,  by  this 
time,  fo  well  inftru^led,  that  he  immediately 
began  to  pratfdfe,  with  fuccefs,  at  New  Orleans : 
he  is  about  twenty-fix  years  of  age,  married, 
but  has  no  children.  His  pra£lice  brings  him 
three  thoufand  livres  a-year.  Doctor  W^iftar 
told  me,  that  he  converfed  with  him  particularly 
on  the  acute  difcafes  of  the  country  where  he 

lives. 
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lives,  and  found  him  well  verfed  in  the  fimple 
methods  now  in  pra(5lice  of  treating  thofe  di- 
feafes.  I  thought,  laid  the  Dodlor,  to  have  in- 
dicated to  him  fome  new  remedies ;  but  he  indi- 
cated new  ones  to  me. 

He  is  modeft,  and  has  engaging  manners  ;  he 
fpeaks  French  with  facility,  and  has  fome  know- 
ledge of  Spanifli. 

The  other  inftance  has  been  cited  by  Doifl:or 
Rufli,  a  celebrated  phyfician  and  writer  of  Phila- 
delphia. It  is  Thomas  Fuller,  born  in  Africa, 
a  flave,  near  feventy  years  of  age,  near  Alexan- 
dria. He  can  neither  write  nor  read,  and  has 
had  no  inftru6llon  of  any  kind  ;  but  he  calculates 
with  furpriling  facility,  and  will  anfwer  any 
queftion  in  arithmetic,  with  a  promptitude  that 
has  no  example. 

Thefe  inftances  prove,  without  doubt,  that 
the  capacity  of  the  negroes  may  be  extended  to 
any  thing  ;  that  they  have  only  need  of  inftruc- 
tion  and  liberty.  The  difference  between  thofe 
who  are  free  and  Inftru£ted,  and  thofe  who  are 
not,  is  ftill  more  vifible  in  their  induftry.  The 
lands  inhabited  by  the  whites  and  free  blacks, 
are  better  cultivated,  produce  more  abundantiv, 
and  offer  everywhere  the  images  of  eafe  and 
happlnefs.  Such,  for  example,  is  the  afpedl  of 
Connedicut,  and  of  Pennfylvanla. 

R  2  Pafs 
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Pafs  into  INiaryland  and  Virginia,  and,  as  I 
faid  before,  you  are  in  another  world  ;- — you- 
find  not  there  thofe  cultivated  plains,  thofe  neat 
country-houfes,  barns  well  diftributed,  and  nu- 
merous herds  of  cattle,  fat  and  vigorous.  Nor 
every  thing  in  Maryland  and  Virginia  wears  the 
print  of  flavery  ;  a  fbrved  foil,  bad  cultivation, 
houfes  falling  to  ruin,  cattle  fmall  and  few,  and 
black  walking  Ikeletons  ;  in  a  word,  you  fee 
real  mifery  and  apparent  luxury,  infulting  each 
other. 

They  begin  to  perceive,  even  in  the  Southern 
States,  that,  to  nourifh  a  flave  ill,  is  a  miftaken 
creononay ;  and  that  money  employed  in  their 
purchafe  does  not  render  its  interefl.  It  is  per- 
haps more  owing  to  this  confideration  than  to 
humanity,  that  you  fee  free  labour  introduced  in 
a  part  of  Virginia,  in  that  part  bordered  by  the 
beautiful  river  Shenadore.  In  travelling  here^, 
you  will  think  yourfelf  in  Pennfylvania. 

■  Such  will  be  the  face  of  all  Vircrinia  when- 
ilavery  fiiall  be  at  an  end.  They  think  flaves 
neceliary  only  for  the  cultivation  of  tobacco  : 
this  culture  declines,  and  muft  decline  in  Vir- 
ginia. The  tobacco  of  the  Ohio  and  the  Miffifiippi 
is  more  abundant,,  of  a  'better  quality,  and  re- 
quij-es  lefs  labour.  When  this  tobacco  ilialt 
7  opea 
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isipen  its  way  to  Europe,  the  Virginians  will  be 
obliged  to  ceale  from  this  culture,  and  alk  of  the 
earth  wheat,  corn,  and  potatoes  ;  they  will 
make  meadows,  and  renr  catile.  The  wife 
Virginians  anticipate  this  revolution,  tind  begin 
the  culture  of  wheat.  At  their-  head  may  be 
reckoned  that  aftonilhuig  man,  who,  though  aa 
adored  General,  bad  the  courage  to  be  a  fiiicere 
republican  ;  who  alone  feems  ignorant  of  his 
own. glory  ;  whofe  hngular  deftinyit  will  be  to 
have  twice  faved  his  country,  to  have  opened 
to  her  the  road  to  profperity,  after  having  con" 
dueled  her  to  liberty.  At  prefent,  wholly  occu- 
pied in  ameliorating  his  lands,  in  varying  their 
-produce,  in  opening  roads  and  canals,  he  giveg 
his  countrymen  an  ufeful  example,  which 
doubtlefs  will  be  followed. 

He  has  neverthelefs  (mud  I  fay  it?)  a  nume- 
rous crowd  of  flaves ;  but  they  are  treated 
with  the  greatefh  humanity  ;  well  fed,  v^^eli 
clothed,  and  kept  to  moderate  labour;  they 
blefs  God  without  cealino;,  for  having  eiv^eii 
them  fo  good  a  mafter.  It  is  a  taflc  worthy  of  a 
foul  fo  elevated,  fo  pure,  and  fo  difinterefled,  to 
begin  the  revolution  in  Virginia,  to  prepare  the 
way  for  the  emancipation  of  the  negroes.  This 
great  man  declared  to  me,  that  he  rejoiced  at 
what  was  doing  in  other  States  on  this  fubje(f> ; 

R  J  thot 


2^6  NEW    TRAVELS    IN    THE 

■  that  he  finccrely  defired  the  extenfion  of  it  in  his 
own  country :  but  he  did  not  diffemble,  that 
there  were  flill  many  obftacles  to  be  overcome  ; 
that  it  was  dangerous  taflrike  too  vigoroufly  at 
a  prejudice  which  had  b^gun  to  diminiih  ;  that 
time,  patience,  and  information,  would  not  fail 
to  vanquifh  it.  Almoft  all  the  Virginians,  added 
he,  believe  that  the  liberty  of  the  blacks  cannot 
foon  become  general.  This  is  the  reafon  why 
they  wi{h  not  to  form  a  fociety  which .  may 
give  dancrerous  ideas  to  their  flaves.  There  is 
another  obftacle — the  great  plantations  of  which 
the  (late  is  compofed,  render  it  neceflary  for 
men  to  live  fo  difperfed,  that  frequent  meetings 
of  a  fociety  would  be  dilBcult. 

I  replied,  that  the  Virginians  were  in  an  error, 
that  evidently  fooner  or  later  the  negroes  would 
obtain  their  liberty  everywhere.  Jt  is  then  for 
the  interefh  of  your  countrymen  to  prepare  the 
way  for  fuch  a  revolution,  by  endeavouring  to 
reconcile  the  reflitution  of  the  rights  of  the 
blacks  with  the  interefl:  of  the  whites.  The 
means  neceflary  to  be  taken  to  this  effedl  can 
only  be  the  work  of  a  fociety  ;  and  it  is  worthy 
the  faviour  of  America  to  put  himfelf  at  their 
head,  and  to  open  the  door  of  liberty  to  three 
hundred  thoufand  unhappy  beings  of  his  own 
State.  He  told  me,  that  he  defired  the  forma- 
tion 
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tion  of  a  fociety,  and  that  he  would  fecond  it ; 
hut  that  he  did  not  think  the  moment  favourable. 
— Doubtlefs  more  elevated  views  abforbed  his 
attention,  and  filled  h^s.^  foul.  The  deftiny  of 
America  was  juft  ready  to  be  placed  a  fecond 
time  in  his  hands. 

It  is  certainly  a  misfortune  that  fuch  a  fociety 
does  not  exifl  in  Virginia  and  Maryland  ;  for  it 
is  to  the  perfevering  zeal  of  thofe  of  Philadel- 
phia and  New-York  that  we  owe  the  progrefs 
of  this  revolution  in  America,  and  the  forma- 
tion of  the  fociety  in  London. 

Why  am  I  unable  to  paint  to  you  the  impref- 
fions  I  received  in  attending  the  meetings  of  thefe 
different  focieties  ?  What  ferenity  in  the  counte- 
nances of  the  members  !  What  limpricity  in 
their  difcourfes,  candour  in  their  difcuffious,  be- 
neficence and  energy  in  their  decifions  !  Each 
feemed  eager  to  fpeak,  not  fhew  his  brilliaiice, 
but  to  be  ufeful. 

With  what  joy  they  learned  that  a  like  fo- 
ciety was  formed  at  Paris,  in  that  capital  fo  re- 
nowned for  its  opuknce  and  luxury,  for  its 
influence  over  a  vaft  kingdom,  and  through  moil: 
of  the  ftates  of  Europe!  They  haftened  to  pub- 
lifli  it  in  all  the  gazettes,  as  likewife  the  tranfla- 
tion  of  the  firfl  difcourfe  pronounced  in  that  fo- 
ciety. They  favv  with  joy,  in  the  lift  of  the 
R  4  members, 
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•members,  the  name  of  La  Fayette,  and  that  of 
other  perfons  known  for  their  energy  and  patri- 
Dtiim. 

They  did  not  doubt,  if  this  fociety  (hould 
brave  the  firfl  obftacles  that  attend  it,  and  fnould 
unite  itfelf  with  that  of  London,  but  that  the 
information  which  they  might  give  on  the  flave 
trade,  and  its  unprofitable  infamy,  would  en- 
lighten the  governments  of  Europe,  and  deter- 
mine them  to  fupprefs  it. 

It  is  doubtlefs  to  this  efFufion  of  joy,  and  to  the 
flattering  recommendations  which  I  carried  from 
Europe,  rather  than  to  my  feeble  efFoi  ts,  that  I 
owe  the  honour  of  being  received  a  member  of 
thefe  focieties.  They  did  not  confine  them- 
ielves  to  this  ;  they  appointed  committees  to 
affift  me  in  my  labours,  and  their  archives  were 
opened  to  me. 

Thefe  beneficent  focieties  are  at  prefent  con^ 
templating  new  proje6ls  for  the  completion  of 
their  Work  of  juftice  and  humanity.  They  are 
endeavouring  to  form  fimilar  inftitutions  in  other 
States,  and  they  have  fucceeded  in  the  State  of 
Delaware.  The  bufinefs  of  thefe  focieties  is 
not  only  to  extend  light  and  information  to  legif- 
latures,  and  to  the  people  at  large  *,   on  the 

objeiSls 

*  In  1787,  the  Society  of  New-York  offered  a  gold  medal 
fof  ibe  bef]:  difcoiirfe^  at  the  public  commencement  at  the  col- 
lege, 
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uohjcS-'s  they  have  in  view,  and  to  form  the 
blacks  by  early  iiillr\a6lIon  in  the  duties  of  citi- 
j^ensj  but  they  extend  gratuitous  prote6lion  to 
them  in  all  cafes  of  individual  oppreffion,  and 
make  it  their  duty  to  vi^atch  over  the  execution 
of  the  laws  which  have  been  obtained  in  their 
favour.  Mr.  Myers  Fifher,  one  of  the  firll  law- 
yers of  Philadelphia,  is  always  ready  to  lend 
them  his  affiftance,  which  he  generally  does 
with  fuccefs,  and  always  without  reward.  Thefe 
focieties  have  committees  in  different  parts  of 
the  country,  to  take  notice  of  any  infraclions  of 
thefe  laws  of  liberty,  and  to  propofe  to  the  le- 
giflature  fuch  amendments  as  experience  may 
require.  •  .        - 


APPENDIX    TO    THE    PRECEDING    LETTER, 
WRITTEN    IN    I79I. 

My  wifhes  have  not  been  difappolnted.  The 
progrefs  of  thefe  focieties  is  rapid  in  the  United 
States :  there  is  one  already  formed  even  in 
Virginia*;  even  there,  men  have  dared  to  pub- 

lege,  OiT  the  injuftice  and  cruelty  of  the  flave  trade,  and  the  fatal 
efFeds  of  flavery, 

*  A  fimilar  fociety  is  lately  formed  in  the  State  of  Connec- 
ticut j  probably  the  circumftance  was  not  known  to  M.  BrifTot. 

Translator. 

h(h 
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lifli  that  truth  which  has  fo  often  made  ava- 
rice to  tremble — that  truth  which  formerly 
would  have  been  flifled  in  a  Baftille;  God  has 
created  men  of  all  nations^  of  all  languages^  of  all 
colours^  equally  free:  Slavery^  In  all  ks  forms ^  in 
ell  its  degrees,  is  a  violation  of  the  divine  laws, 
and  a  degradation  of  human  nature. 

Believe  it,  my  dear  friend,  thefe  truths,  con- 
veyed in  all  the  public  papers,  will  complete  the 
extirpation  of  that  odious  flavery,  which  the 
nature  of  things  in  that  country  is  deftroying 
with  great  rapidity.  For  you  may  well  ima- 
gine, that,  in  the  rage  of  emigration  to  the 
weftern  territory*,  the  negroes  find  it  eafy  to 
fly  from  flavery,  and  that  they  are  well  re- 
ceived wherever  they  go. 

The  folemn  examples  given  by  great  men  will 
contribute  much  to  this  revolution  of  principle. 
What  proprietor  of  human  beings  does  not  blufli 
for  himfelf,  on  feeing  the  celebrated  General 
Gates  aflemble  his  numerous  flaves,  and,  in  the 
midft  of  their  carefles  and  tears  of  gratitude,  re- 
fl:ore  them  all  to  liberty ;  and  in  fuch  a  manner 
as  to  prevent  any  fatal  confequences  that  might 

*  In  all  the  conftitutions  of  the  New  States  forming  in  the 
weftern  territory,  it  is  declared,  that  there  fhall  be  neither  fla, 
very  nor  involuntary  fervitude. 

refult 
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refult  to  them  from  the  fuddeii  enjoyment  of  fo 
great  a  benefit  ? 

The  fociety  of  Philadelphia,  which  may  be 
regarded  as  the  father  of  thefe  holy  inftltutions, 
has  lately  taken  more  efFedual  meafures,  both 
to  inftrucl  the  Blacks,  and  to  form  them  to 
different  employments.  "  The  wretch,"  fay 
they,  in  their  addrefs  to  the  public,  *'  who  has 
*'  long  been  treated  as  a  beaft  of  burthen,  is  often 
"  degraded  fo  far  as  to  appear  of  a  fpecies  inferior 
*'  to  that  of  other  men  ;  the  chains  which  bind 
"  his  body,  curb  likewife  his  in  telle  (SI  ual  facul- 
*'  ties,  and  enfeeble  the  focial  afFedions  of  his 
<'  heart." 

To  infl:ru<Sl  and  counfel  thofe  who  are  free, 
and  render  them  capable  of  enjoying  civil  liberty ; 
to  excite  them  to  induftry;  to  furniOi  them 
with  occupations  fuitable  to  their  age,  fex,  ta- 
lents, and  other  circumftances  j  and  to  procure 
to  their  children  an  education  fuitable  to  their 
Ration,  are  the  principal  objeds  of  this  fociety. 

For  this  end  they  have  appointed  four  com- 
mittees: firfl,  a  committee  of  infpe(flion,  to 
watch  over  the  morals  and  general  conduct  of 
the  free  blacks ;  fecond,  a  committee  of  guar- 
dians, wh  ofe  bufinefs  it  is  to  place  the  children 
with  honeft  tradefmen  and  others,  to  acquire 
trades;  third;  a  committee  of  education,  to  over- 
fee 
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fee  the  fchools;  fourth,  a  committee  of  employ, 
who  find  employment  for  thofe  who  are  in  a 
fituation  to  work.     What  friend  of  humanity 
does  not  leap  with  joy  at  the  view  of  an  objedt 
fo  pious  and  fublime  ?     Who  does  not  perceive 
it  is  dicftated  by  that  fpiiit  of  perfeverance  which 
animates  men  of  dignity,  habituated  to  good  ac- 
tions, not  from  oftentation,   but  from  a  con- 
fcioufnefs  of  duty  ?  Such  are  the  men  who  cem- 
pofe  thefe  American  focieties.     They  will  never 
abandon  this  good  work  until  they  have  carried 
it  to  its  laft  degree  of  perfection :  that  is  to  fay, 
until,  by  gentle  and  equitable  means,  they  fliall 
have  placed  the  blacks  in   every  refpecl  on   a 
footing  with  the  whites.     Yet  thefe  are  the  ce- 
leftial  focieties  which  infamous  avarice  blufhes 
not  to  calumniate. 

The  perfeverance  with  which  thefe  focieties 
have  extended  their  principles  in  their  writings, 
brought  forward,'  lafi:  year,  a  debate  in  Congrefs, 
on  the  fubjeft  of  procuring  a  revocati®n  of  that 
article  in  the  conftitution  which  fufpends  the 
power  of  Congrefs  for  twenty  years  on  the  fub- 
jed  of  the  (lave  trade. 

I  ought  to  have  mentioned  to  you,  in  my 
letter,  an  eloquent  addrefs  to  the  general  con- 
vention of  1 78 7,  from  the  fociety  of  Pennfyl- 
vania.     I  will  cite  to  you  the  clofe  of  it : 

"We 
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*'  We  conjure  you,*'  fay  they,  "  by  the  attru 
butes  of  the  Divinity,  infulted  by  this  inhuman 
traffic  ;  by  the  unioii  of  all  the  human  race  in  our 
common  father,  and  by  all  the  obligations  refult- 
ing  from  this  union  ;  by  the  fear  of  the  jufl  ven- 
geance of  God  in  national  judgments;  by  the 
certainty  of  the  great  and  terrible  day  of  the  dif- 
tribution  of  rewards  and  punilhments  ;  by  the 
efficacy  of  the  prayers  of  good  men,  who  would, 
infult  tl:he  Majefty  of  Heaven,  if  they  were  to 
offer  them  in  favour  of  our  country,  as  long  as 
the  iniquit};-  we  now  pradlife  continues  its  ra- 
vages among  us;  by  the  facred  name  of  Chris- 
tians ',  by  the  pleafures  of  domeftic  connexions, 
and  the  anguifli  of  their  diffolution ;  by  the  fuf- 
ferings  of  our  American  brethren  groaning  in 
captivity  at  Algiers,  which  Providence  feems  to 
have  ordained  to  awr^ken  us  to  a  fentiraent  of 
the  injuflice  and  cruelty  of  which  v/e  are  guilty 
towards  the  wretched  Africans;  by  the  refpedi 
due  to  confiilency  in  the  principles  and. conduct, 
of  true  republicans ;  by  our  great  and  intenfe 
defire  of  extending  happinefs  to  the  millions  of 
intelligent  beings  who  are  doubtlefs  one  day  to 
people  this  immenfe  continent ;  finally,  by  all 
other  coniiderations,  which  religion,  reafon,  po- 
licy, and  humanity  can  fuggefl ;  we  conjure  the 
Convention  of  the  United  States  to  make  the 

fuppreflioa 
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fuppreflioii  of  the  flave  trade  a  fubjecl  of  ferlous 
deliberation." 

Addrefles  from  all  parts  of  the  United  States, 
{igned  by  the  moil:  refpe£table  men,  have  been 
prefented  to  the  new  Congrefs,  Never  was  a 
fubje£t  more  warmly  debated  ;  and,  what  never 
happened  before  in  America,  it  gave  occafion  to 
the  moil  atrocious  inve6lives  from  the  adverfa- 
ries  of  humanity.  You  will  not  doubt  that  thele 
adverfaries  were  the  deputies  from  the  South. 
I  except,  however,  the  virtuous  Maddifon,  and 
efpecially  Mr,  Vining,  brother  of  that  refpe6lable 
woman  fo  unjuftly  outraged  by  Mr.  Chaftellux, 
lie  defended,  with  real  eloquence,  the  caufe  of 
the  blacks. 

I  muft  not  forget  to  name  among  the  advo- 
cates of  humanity,  Meflrs.  Scott,  Gerry,  and 
Boudinot.  You  will  be  aftonifhed  to  find  among 
their  adverfaries  the  firft  denunciator  of  the  Cin- 
cinnati, Mr.  Burke;  he  who  unfolded,  with  fo 
much  energy,  the  fatal  confequences  of  the 
inequality  which  this  order  would  introduce 
among  the  citizens;  and  the  fame  man  could 
fupport  the  much  more  horrible  inequality 
eflabliflied  between  the  whites  and  blacks. 

You  will  be  ftill  more  aftonifhed  to  learn,  that 
he  uniformly  employed  the  language  of  invec- 
tive.    This  is  the  weapon  that  the  partizans  of 

flavery 
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flavery  always  ufe  in  America,  in  England,  and 
in  France. 

One  of  the  mofl  ardent  petitioners  to  Congrefs 
in  this  caufe,  was  the  refpecftable  Warner  Miflin. 
His  zeal  was  rewarded  with  atrocious  calum- 
nies, which  he  always  anfwered  with  mildnefs, 
forgivenefs,  and  argument. 


LETTER    XXIII. 

ON   REPLACING    THE  SUGAR  OF  THE  CANE  BY 
THE  SUGAR  OF  MAPLE. 

/^N  this  continent,  my  friend,  fo  polluted  and 
tormented  with  flavery.  Providence  has 
placed  two  powerful  and  infaUible  means  of  de- 
ftroying  this  evil.  The  means  are,  the  focieties 
of  which  we  have  been  fpeaking,  and  the  fugar- 
maple. 

Of  all  vegetables  containing  fugar,  this  maple, 
after  the  fugar-cane,  contains  the  greateft  quan- 
tity. It  grows  naturally  in  the  United  States, 
and  may  be  propagated  with  great  facility.  All 
America  feems  covered  with  it,  from  Canada  to 
Virginia;  it  becomes  more  rare  at  the  fouth- 

ward, 
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ward,  on  the  eafl  of  the  mountains  ;  but  it  i$ 
found  In  abundance  in  the  back  country. 

Such  is  the  beneficent  tree  which  has,  for  a 
long  time,  recom.penfed  the  happy  colonitls, 
whofe  poiition  deprived  them  of  the  delicate 
fugar  of  our  iflands. 

They  have  till  lately  contented  themfelves 
with  beftowing  very  little  labour  on  the  manu- 
fadlure,  only  bringing  it  to  a  flate  of  common 
coarfe  fugar  j  but  fnice  the  Quakers  have  dif- 
cerned  in  this  produ£lion  the  means  of  deftroy- 
ing  (lavery,  they  have  felt  the  neceffity  of  car- 
rying it  to  perfection  ;  and  fuccefs  has  crowned 
their  endeavours. 

You  know,  my  friend,  all  the  difficulties  at- 
tending the  cultivation  of  the  cane.  It  is  a  ten- 
der plant;  it  has  many  enemies,  and  requires 
conftant  care  and  labour  to  defend  it  from  nu- 
merous accidents :  add  to  thefe  the  painful  ef- 
forts that  the  preparation  and  manufadlure  coft 
to  the  wretched  Africans ;  and,  on  comparing 
thefe  to  the  advantages  of  the  maple,  you  will 
be  convinced,  by  a  new  argument,  that  much 
pains  are  often  taken  to  commit  unprofitable 
crimes.  The  maple  is  produced  by  nature;  the 
fap  to  be  extracted,  requires  no  preparatory  la- 
bour; it  runs  in  February  and  March,  a  feafoii 
unfuitable  for  other  rural  operations.  ^Each  tree, 

without 
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without  injury  to  itfelf,  gives  twelve  or  fifteen 
gallons,  which  will  produce  at  lead  five  pounds 
of  fugar.  A  man  aided  by  four  children  may 
eafily,  during  four  weeks  running  of  the  fap, 
make  fifteen  hundred  pounds  of  fugar*. 

Advantages,  like  thefe,  have  not  failed  to  ex- 
cite the  attention  of  the  friends  of  humanity  :  fo 
that,  befides  the  locieties  formed  for  the  abolition 
of  flavery,  another  is  formed,  whofe  exprefs  ob- 
ject is  to  perfect  this  valuable  produ6lion. 

Mr.  Drinker -f  of  Philadelphia  made,  lad:  year, 
fixty  barrels  of  m^aple  fugar  on  his  eftate  on  the 
Delaware  ;  and  he  has  publifhed  a  pamphlet  on 
the  beft  method  of  proceeding  in  this  manufac- 
ture. 

*  M.  Lanthenas,  one  of  the  moft  enlightened  defenders  of  the 
Blacks  in  France,  has  made  fome  calculations  on  this  fubject 
which  cannot  be  too  offen  repeated.  Suppoiing,  fays  he,  that 
a  farriily  will  produce  in  a  feafon  15001b.  of  fugar,  80,000  fami- 
lies will  produce,  and  that  with  very  little  trouble,  a  quantity 
equal  to  v/hat  is  exported  from  St.  Domingo  in  the  moft  ple!> 
tiful  }ear,  which  is  reckoned  at  one  hundred  and  twenty  mil- 
lions. This  fuppofes  twenty  millions  of  trees,  rendering  five 
pounds  each,  eftimating  the  acre  of  the  United  States  at  38,476 
fquare  feet  of  France;  and  fuppofmg  the  trees  planted  at  (even 
feet  diftance,  about  30,000  acres  appropriated  to  this  ufe,  woul-d 
fu!Bce  for  the  above  quaiitity  of  fugar. 

f  Some  of  the  following  facts  took  place  in  1789  and  1790, 
as  my  friends  have  written  me  from  Philadelphia.  I  thought 
proper  to  infert  them  in  this  letter,  to  which  they  belong. 

Vol.  I.  S  Edward 
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Edward  Pennington  of  Philadelphia,  formerly 
a  refiner  in  the  Weft  Indies,  has  declared  this 
fugar  equal  to  that  of  the  iflands,  in  grain,  co- 
lour, and  tafte. 

The  cultivators  in  the  State  of  New  York 
perceive,  in  an  equal  degree,  the  advantages  of 
this  production ;  they  have  made,  this  year,  a 
great  quantity  of  fugar,  and  brought  it  to  great 
perfedlion. 

Whenever  there  fhall  form  from  North  to 
South  a  firm  coalition,  an  ardent  emulation  to 
multiply  the  produce  of  this  divine  tree,  and 
efpecially  when  it  fliall  be  deemed  an  impiety  to 
deftroy  it*,  not  only  America  may  fupply  her- 
lelf,  but  (he  may  fill  the  markets  of  Europe  with 
a  fugar,  the  low  price  of  which  will  ruin  the 
fale  of  that  of  the  iflands — a  produce  wafhed 
with  the  tears  and  the  blood  of  (laves. 

What  an  afl:oni(hing  efFed  it  would  produce, 
to  naturalize  this  tree  through  all  Europe !  In 
France,  we  might  plant  them  at  twenty  feet 
diftance,  in  a  kind  of  orchard,  which  would  at 

*  A  farmer  has  publifhed,  that  no  lefs  than  three  millions  of 
the  maple  trees  are  deftroyed  annually  in  clearing  the  lands  in 
the  fmgle  State  of  New  York.  It  is  certainly  worthy  the  care 
of  every  Legiilature  in  the  Union,  to  prevent  the  deftru£lion  of 
fo  ufeful  a  tree,  which  feems  to  have  been  planted  by  the  hand 
of  Heaven  for  the  confolation  of  man. 

the 
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the  fame  time  produce  pailiire,  fruits,  and  other 
vegetables.  In  this  manner  an  acre  would  con- 
tain 140  trees,  which,  even  when  young,  would 
produce  three  pounds  of  fugar  a-year.  This 
would  give  420  pounds  the  acre,  which  at  three- 
pence fterling  the  pound,  and  deducing  one 
half  for  the  labour,  would  yield  annually 
2I.  i2S.  6d.  fterling,  clear  profit;  befides  other 
produdions,  which  thefe  trees  would  not  im- 
pede. This  calculation  might  be  reafonably 
carried  much  higher;  but  I  chofe  to  keep  it  as 
low  as  poilible*. 

Thus  we  fhould  obtain  a  profitable  produc- 
tion in  Europe,  and  diminiOi  fo  many  ftrokes  of 
the  whip,  which  our  luxury  draws  upon  the 
blacks.     Why  is  it,  that,  in  our  capital,  where 

*  The  author  ought  to  have  carried  the  idea  further.  The 
fuG;ar  maple  for  fuel  is  equal  to  the  beft  oak  ;  for  cabinetwork, 
and  many  llmilar  ufes,  it  is  fuperior  to  mofl  of  the  fpecies  of 
wood  ufcd  in  Europe;  as  a  tree  of  ornament  and  pleafure,  it 
is  at  leaft  equal  to  the  elm  or  poplar.  How  many  millions  of 
voun*  trees,  for  the  above  ufes,  are  planted  every  year  in  all 
parts  of  Europe,  to  renew  and  perpetuate  the  forefts,  the  public 
walks,  the  public  and  private  gardens  and  parks,  to  border  the 
great  roads,  &c. !  for  all  thefe  purpofes  the  fugar  maple  might 
be  planted,  and  the  juice  to  be  drawn  from  it  might  be  reckoned 
a  clear  profit  to  the  world.  The  experiment  of  M.  Noailles, 
in  his  garden  at  St.  Germains,  proves  that  this  American  tree 
would  fucceed  well  in  Europe. — Translator. 

S  2  the 
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the  delicacy  of  fentiment  is  fometimes  equal 
to  that  fenfation,  no  focieties  are  formed,  whofe 
objecl  fhould  be  to  fweeten  their  coffee  with  a 
fugar  not  embittered  by  the  idea  of  the  exceffive 
tears,  cruelties,  and  crimes,  without  which  thefe 
productions  have  not  been  hitherto  procured  ? 
— an  idea  which  cannot  fail  to  prefent  itfelf  to 
the  imagination  of  every  humane  and  enlighten- 
ed man.  Our  devotees,  our  ignorant  and  in- 
human priefts,  who  never  fail  to  be  great  lovers 
of  coffee  and  fugar,  would  by  thefe  means  be 
faved  from  the  horrible  part  which  they  take  in 
the  moft  enormous  crime  on  which  the  fun  ever 
fhone.  In  confuming  thefe  articles,  do  they  not 
encourage  thofe  whofe  guilt  is  more  dire6t  in 
the  operation  of  producing  them  ?  and  yet,  with 
what  coldnefs,  with  what  culpable  indifference, 
do  thefe  pious  men  look  upon  our  Society  of  the 
Friends  of  the  Blacks ! 


LETTER 
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LETTER    XXIV. 


ON  A  PLAN  FOR  THE  RE-EMIGRATION  OF 
THE  BLACKS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES,  TO 
AFRICA. 


I  HAVE  already,  my  friend,  given  you  a 
fketch  of  the  ideas  of  Dr.  Thornton  on  this 
fubjedl.  This  ardent  friend  of  the  Blacks  is 
perfuaded,  that  we  cannot  hope  to  fee  a  fiucere 
union  between  them  and  the  whites  as  Ions:  as 
they  differ  fo  much  in  colour,  and  in  their  rights 
as  citizens.  He  attributes  to  no  other  caufe  the 
apathy  perceivable  in  many  Blacks,  even  in 
Maflachufetts,  where  they  are  free.  Deprived 
of  the  hope  of  electing  or  being  elected  repre- 
fentatives,  or  of  rifmg  to  any  places  of  honour 
and  truft,  the  Negroes  feem  condemned  to  drag 
out  their  days  in  a  ftate  of  fervility,  or  to  lan- 
guifli  in  Ihops  of  retail.  The  Whites  reproach 
them  with  a  want  of  cleanlinefs,  indolence,  and 
inattention.  But  how  can  they  be  induftrious 
and  active,  while  an  infurmountable  barrier  fe* 
parates  them  from  other  citizens  ? 

Even  on  admitting  them  ..to  all  the  rights  of 

S  3  citizens. 
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citizens,  I  know  not  if  it  would  be  poffible  to 
effed:  a  lafting  and   fincere  union ;   we  are  fo 
ftrongly  inclined  to  love  our  likenefs,  that  there 
would  be  unceafing  fufpicions,  jealoufies,   and 
partialities,    between   the  Whites    and   Blacks. 
We   muft   then    recur  to    the  proje(51:  of  Mr. 
Thornton — a    projefl:    firfl   imagined    by    that 
great  apoftle  of   philanthopy,   Dr.   Fothergill ! 
— a  projedl  executed  by  the   Society   at  Lon- 
don,   or    rather   by    the   beneficent     Granville 
Sharp! — a  proje<5l  for  reftoring  the  Negroes  to 
their  country,  to  eflablifh  them  there,   and  en- 
courage them  in  the  cultivation  of  coffee,  fugar, 
cotton,  &c.  to  carry  on   manufaclure,   and  to 
open  a  commerce  with  Europe.     Mr.  Thorn- 
ton has  occupied  himfelf  with    this   confoling 
idea.     He  propofed  himfelf  to  be  the  condudor 
of  the  American  Negroes  who  fhould  repair  to 
Africa.     He  propofed  to  unite  them  to  the  new 
colony  at  Sierra-Leona.     He  had   fent,   at  his 
owai  expence,  into  Africa,  a  well  ini1ru6led  man, 
who  had  fpent  feveral  years   in  obferving  the 
produdlions  of  the  country,  the   manufactures 
mod  fuitable  to  it,   the  place  moft  convenient, 
and  the  meafures  necefTary  to  be  taken  to  fecure 
the  colony  from  infults,   and  every  thing  was 
prepared.     He  had  comn^unicated  his   plan  to 
fome  Members  of  the  legiflature  of  Maflachu- 

fetts, 
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fetts,  who  did  not  at  firft  relifli  it.  They  liked 
better  to  give  lands  to  their  Negroes,  and  en- 
courage them  in  the  cultivation.  But,  fays  the 
DoClor,  what  can  they  do  with  their  land,  un- 
accullomed  to  war,  and  furrounded  by  favages  ? 
Suppoling  them  to  fucceed,  will  you  admit  their 
reprelentatives  to  lit  in  your  Aliembnes,  to  pre- 
fide  over  you  ? — No.  Rellore  them  then  to 
their  native  country. 

The  Do<£lor  was  perfuaded,  that  when  his 
defign  fhould  be  known,  thoufands  of  the  Ne- 
groes would  follow  him.  He  had  remarked,  as 
well  as  I,  the  injuftice  of  reproaching  them  with 
the  fpirit  of  idlenefs.  If  they  are  lazy,  fays  he, 
why  fo  much  expence  to  go  and  (leal  them  from 
their  country  for  the  fake  of  their  labour. 

His  reafoning  begins  to  convince  men  of 
reflexion,  and  his  plan  gives  a  folution  to  the 
problem  of  Mr.  Jefferfon. — See  Notes  ojt  Firginia. 

The  State  of  Maffachufetts  has  fince  received 
a  requefl  from  the  Negroes,  for  the  execution  of 
the  projeft.  They  have  promifed  to  give  aid  to 
it,  as  foon  as  they  fliall  be  afllired  of  a  fituation 
in  Africa  proper  for  a  good  eftablifhment :  they 
have  even  promifed  to  furnifh  veifels,  inftru- 
ments,  provifions,  &c. 

What  advantage  would  refult  to  Africa,  to 
Europe,  and  even  to  x'\merica,  from  the  execu- 

S  4  tion 
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tion  of  this  plan  !  For  the  Blacks  of  Africa  would 
gradually  civilize  by  the  afliftance  of  thofe  from 
America  ;  and  the  Whites,  whom  they  ought  to 
execrate,  would  never  mingle  with  them.  By 
this  civilivation,  Europe  would  open  a  vaft  mar- 
ket to  her  manufactures,  and  obtain,  at  a  cheap 
rate,  and  without  the  efFufion  of  blood,  thofe 
productions  which  coft  her  at  the  iflands  fo  much 
money  and  fo  many  crimes.  God  grant  that  this 
idea  may  foon  be  realized*  ! 

A  Society  is  formed  in  England,  whofe  obje£t 
is  to  follow  the  eftablifliment  of  Slerra-Leona, 
and  open  a  trade  there  for  the  produ<5lions  of  the 
country.  This  fettlement  is  on  land  belonging 
to  the  Englifh,  and  dependant  on  the  Englifli 
Governm.ent. 

Another  fociety  is  formed,  whofe  object  is 
partly  the  flime,  but  who  wifli  to  render  this 
eftablifhment  independent  of  every  European 
Government.  They  have  lately  publifhed  their 
plan,  under  the  following  title  :  Plan  of  a  free 
Comnmn'ity  on  the  Coaji  of  Jlfrtca^  formed  under 
the  protedlion  of  Great  Britain,  but  entirely  inde- 
pendent of  all  European  Government  and  Laws ; 
zvitb  an  invitation,   under  certain  conditions,  to 

*  To  perceive  the  advantages,  read  the  work  intitled  V Ami- 
rnl  refute  far  liii-meme  \  and  fee  the  efforts  made  in  England,  to 
ellablilh  colonies  in  Africa,  and  to  civilize  the  Blacks. 

thofe 
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thofe  who  may  dejire  to  partake  of  the  advantages 
of  this  undertaking* 

In  this  plan,  of  which  every  friend  to  hu- 
manity mufl:  wifli  the  fuccefs,  it  is  declared, 
that  the  Society  is  founded  on  the  principle  of 
univerfal  philanthropy,  and  not  fimply  for  the 
neceflities  of  commerce: — advantages  too  much 
prized  ;  as  if  the  happinefs  of  all  the  human  race 
confifted  in  the  acquifition  of  wealth. 


LETTER    XXV. 

ON    PHILADELPHIA,    ITS   BUILDINGS,    POLICE, 

IN  confidering  the  vices  which  tarnifh  Old 
Europe,  and  the  mild  fraternity  that  unites 
the  Quakers,  Voltaire  fometimes  flew  ofF  in 
imagination  beyond  the  feas,  and  longed  to  go 
and  finifh  his  days  in  the  city  of  Brothers.  What 
would  he  have  faid,  had  he  been  able  to  have 
realized  his  dream,  and  to  have  been  a  witnefs 
of  the  peace  which  reigns  in  this  town  ?  I  am 
wrong :  Voltaire  would  have  haftened  to  re- 
turn to  Europe  :   he  burned  with  the  love  of 

glory; 
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glory ;  he  lived  upon  incenfe,  and  he  would 
have  received  but  little  here.  The  gravity  of 
the  Quakers  would  have  appeared  to  him  a 
gloomy  pedantry  :  he  would  have  yawned  in 
their  afiemblies,  and  been  mortified  to  fee  his 
epigrams  pafs  without  applaufe  ;  he  would  have 
fighed  for  the  fparkhng  wit  of  his  amiable  fops 
of  Paris. 

Philadelphia  may  be  confidered  as  the  metro- 
polis of  the  United  States.  It  is  certainly  the 
fineft  town,  and  the  befl  built ;  it  is  the  moft 
wealthy,  though  not  the  mod  luxurious.  You 
find  here  more  men  of  information,  more  po- 
litical and  literary  knowledge,  and  more  learned 
focieties.  Many  towns  in  America  are  more 
ancient ;  but  Philadelphia  has  furpaffed  her 
elders. 

The  Swedes  were  firft  eflablifhed  on  the  fpot 
where  this  town  has  been  fince  built.  The 
Swedifh  church  on  the  banks  of  the  Delaware 
is  more  than  one  hundred  years  old.  It  is  the 
oldeft  church  in  the  town,  at  prefent  under  the 
care  of  Dr.  Collins,  a  Swedifh  minifler  of  great 
learning  and  merit.  He  writes  very  well  in 
Englifh,  and  has  compofed  many  works  in  that 
language  ;  among  which  is  the  Foreign  Spe^a/ or, 
in  which  he  unfolds  the  foundefl  principles  of 

republican 
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republican  policy.     He  is  a  fervent  apofllc  of  ( 
liberty. 

Penn  brought  into  his  new  colony  a  govern- 
ment truly  fraternal.  Brothers  who  live  to- 
gether, have  no  need  of  foldiers,  nor  forts,  nor 
police,  nor  that  formidable  apparatus  which 
makes  of  European  towns  garrifons  of  war. 

At  ten  o'clock  in  the  evening  all  is  tranquil 
in  the  ftreets;  the  profound  iilence  which 
reigns  there,  is  only  interrupted  by  the  voice  of 
the  watchmen,  who  are  in  fmall  numbers,  and 
who  form  the  only  patrole.  The  flreets  are 
lighted  by  lamps,  placed  like  thofe  of  London, 

On  the  fide  of  the  ftreets  are  footways  of 
brick,  and  gutters  con{l:ru6ted  of  brick  or  wood. 
Strong  pofts  are  placed  to  prevent  carriages  from 
paffing  on  the  footways.  All  the  ftreets  are 
furnifhed  with  public  pumps,  in  great  numbers. 
At  the  door  of  each  houfe  are  placed  two 
benches,  where  the  family  fit  at  evening  to  take 
the  frefh  air,  and  amufe  themfelves  in  looking: 
at  the  paflengers.  It  is  certainly  a  bad  cuftom, 
as  the  evening  air  is  unhealthful,  and  the  exer- 
cife  is  not  fufficient  to  cor re£l:  this  evil,  for  they 
never  walk  here :  they  fupply  the  want  of 
walking,  by  riding  out  into  the  country.  They 
have  iQW  coaches  at  Philadelphia.  You  fee 
many  handfome  waggons,   wliich  are  ufed  to 

carry 


268  NEW    TRAVELS    IN    THE 

carry  the  family  into  the  country ;  they  are  a 
kind  of  long  carnage,  light  and  open,  and  niay 
contain  twelve  perfons.  They  have  many 
chairs  and  fulkeys,  open  on  all  (ides;  the  former 
may  carry  two  perfons,  the  latter  only  one. 

The  horfes  ufed  in  thefe  carriages  are  neither 
handfome  nor  ftrong  ;  but  they  travel  very  well. 
I  have  not  yet  met  with  thofe  fine  horfes  of 
which  M.  de  Crevecoeur  fpeaks,  and  which  I 
thought  were  equal  to  the  enormous  breed  of 
Flanders.  I  fufpe£t  the  Americans  of  not 
taking  fufficient  care  of  their  horfes,  and  of 
nourifhing  them  ill ;  they  give  them  no  ftraw  in 
the  (table;  on  returning  from  long  and  fatiguing 
courfes  they  are  fent  to  pafture. 

Philadelphia  is  built  on  a  regular  plan  :  long 
and  large  flreets  crofs  each  other  at  right  angles: 
this  regularity,  which  is  a  real  ornament,  is 
at  firft  embarraffing  to  a  ftranger;  he  has  much 
difficulty  in  finding  himfelf,  efpecially  as  the 
ftreets  are  not  infcribed,  and  the  doors  not  num- 
bered. It  is  ftrange  that  the  Quakers,  who  are 
fo  fond  of  order,  have  not  adopted  thefe  two 
conveniencies;  that  they  have  not  borrowed 
them  from  the  Englifh,  of  whom  they  have 
borrowed  fo  many  things.  This  double  defe£t 
is  a  torment  to  ftrangers.     The  fhops,   which 

adorn 
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adorn  the  principal  ftreets,  are  remarkable  for 
their  neatnefs. 

The  State-honfe,  where  the  Legiflature  af- 
fembles,  is  a  handfome  building :  by  its  fide 
thev  are  building  a  magnificent  houfe  of  juftice. 

Mr.  Raynal  has  exaggerated  every  thing;  the 
buildings,  the  library,  the  ftreets :  he  fpeaks  of 
ilreets  100  feet  wide;  there  is  none  of  this 
width,  except  Market- ftreet;  they  are  generally 
from  50  to  60  feet  wide.  He  fpeaks  of  wharfs 
of  200  feet :  there  is  none  fuch  here ;  the  wharfs 
in  general  are  fmall  and  niggardly.  He  fays 
they  have  every  where  followed  the  plan  laid 
down  by  Mr.  Penn  in  building  their  houfes. 
They  have  violated  it  in  building  Water-ftreet, 
where  he  had  proje6led  elegant  wharfs.  Raynal 
fpeaks  likevvife  of  houfes  covered  with  flate, 
and  of  marble  monuments  in  the  churches,  and 
in  the  halls  of  the  State-houfe.  I  have  feen 
nothing;  of  all  this. 

Behind  the  State-houfe  is  a  public  garden  ;  it 
is  the  only  one  that  exifts  in  Philadelphia.  It 
is  not  large;  but  it  is  agreeable,  and  one  may 
breathe  in  it.  It  is  compofed  of  a  number  of 
verdant  fquares,  interfe£led  by  alleys. 

All  the  fpace  from  Front-ftreet  on  the  Dela- 
ware to  Front-fi:reet  on  the  Skuylkill,  is  already 
diftributed  into  Iquares  for  itreets  and  houfes : 

they 
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they  build  here,  but  not  lo  brilkly  as  at  New- 
York.  The  inhabitants  wifh  for  the  aggrandife- 
ment  of  their  city:  they  are  wrongs  Philadel- 
phia is  already  too  confiderabie.  When  towns 
acquire  this  degree  of  population,  you  m';;il  have 
hofpitals,  prifpns,  foldiers,  police,  fpies,  and  all 
the  fweeping  train  of  luxury  ;  that  luxury  which 
Penn  wiilied  to  avoid.  It  already  appears :  they 
have  caipcts,  elegant  carpet? ;  it  is  a  favourite 
tafle  with  the  Americans;  they  receive  it  from 
the  interelled  avarice  of  their  old  maflers  the 
Englifli. 

A  carpet  in  fummer  is  an  abfurdity ;  yet  they 
fpread  them  in  this  feafon,  and  from  vanity  :  this 
vanity  excufes  itfelf  by  faying  that  the  carpet 
is  an  ornament ;  that  is  to  fay,  they  facrifice 
reafon  and  utility  to  {how. 

The  Quakers  have  like  wife  carpets  ;  but  the 
rigorous  ones  blame  this  pra£lice.  They  men- 
tioned to  me  an  in  fiance  of  a  Quaker  from  Ca- 
rolina, who,  going  to  dine  with  one  of  the  moft 
opulent  at  Philadelphia,  was  offended  at  finding 
the  pafTage  from  the  door  to  the  flaircafe  cover- 
ed with  a  carpet,  and  would  not  enter  the  houfe; 
he  faid  that  he  never  dined  in  a  houfe  where 
there  was  luxury ;  and  that  it  was  better  to 
clothe  the  poor,  than  to  clothe  the  earth. 

If  this  man  juflly  cenfured  the  prodigality  of 
8  carpets. 
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carpets,  how  much  more  feverely  ought  he  to 
cenfure  the  women  of  Phil:idelphia  ?  I  fpeak 
not  here  of  the  Quaker-women  ?  I  refer  my 
obfervations  on  them  to  the  chapter  which  I  re- 
ferve  for  that  fociety.  But  the  women  of  the 
other  feds  wear  hats  and  caps  almoft  as  varied 
as  thofe  of  Paris.  They  beftow  immenfe  ex- 
pences  on  their  toilet  and  head-drefs,  and  difplay 
pretenfions  too  afFeded  to  be  pleafing. 

It  is  a  great  misfortune  that,  in  republics, 
women  fiiould  facrifice  fo  much  time  to  trifles ; 
and  that  m.en  fhould  likewife  hold  this  tafle  in 
fome  eftimation. 

A  very  ingenious  woman  in  this  town  is  re- 
proached with  having  contributed  more  than  all 
others  to  introduce  this  tafte  for  luxury.  I  really 
regret  to  fee  her  huihand,  who  appears  to  be 
well  informed,  and  of  an  amiable  chara£ler, 
affecSb,  in  his  buildings  and  furniture,  a  pomp 
which  ought  fes^ever  to  have  been  a  ftrano-er  to 
Philadelphia  ;  and  why  ?  to  draw  around  him 
the  gaudy  prigs  and  parafites  of  Europe.  And 
what  does  he  gain  by  it  ?  jealoufy  ;  the  reproach 
of  his  fellow-citizens,  and  the  ridicule  of  Gran- 
gers. When  a  man  enjoys  pecuniary  advan- 
tages, and  at  the  fame  time  polTefTes  genius, 
knowledge,  refieflion,  and  the  love  of  doino- 
good,  how  eafy  it  is  to  make  himfelf  beloved 

and 
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and  efteemed,  by  employing  his  fortune,  and 
perhaps  increaiing  it,  in  enterprifes  ufeful  to  the 
public ! 

Notwithflanding  the  fatal  efFeds  that  might 
be  expected  here  from  luxury,  we  may  fay  with 
truth,  that  there  is  no  town  where  morals  arc 
more  refpeded.  Adultery  is  not  known  here ; 
there  is  no  inftance  of  a  wife,  of  any  fe£l,  who 
has  failed  in  her  duty. 

This,  I  am  told,  is  owing  to  what  may  be 
called  the  civil  ftate  of  women.  They  marry 
without  dower ;  they  bring  to  their  hufbands 
only  the  furniture  of  their  houfes ;  and  they  wait 
the  death  of  their  parents  before  they  come  to 
the  poffeffion  of  their  property. 

I  have  been  informed,  however,  of  a  Mrs. 
Livingfton,  daughter  of  Dodor  Shippen,  who 
lives  feparated  from  her  hufband.  This  fepara- 
tion  was  made  by  mutual  agreement.  This 
young  woman  married  Mr.  Livingdon  only  in 
obedience  to  the  father ;  obedience  of  this  kind 
is  very  rare  in  this  country.  The  father  pro- 
mifed  to  take  her  again,  if  fhe  fliould  not  be 
pleafed  with  her  hufband:  (he  was  not  pleafed 
with  him  ;  the  father  received  her,  and  (lie  lives 
at  prefent  virtuous  and  refpeded. 

You  would  not  have  fo  good  an  idea  of  the 
morals  of  this  country,  if  you  were  to  read  a  fa- 

tirc 
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tire  lately  publlflied,  entitled  T'he  Times.  The 
author  is  Mr.  IMarkoe.  He  difcovers  a  re- 
markable talent  for  poetry ;  a  talent  limilar  to 
that  of  our  fatirill  Guibert,  who  lately  died  in 
an  hofpital;  but,  like  him,  he  paints  with  too 
high  colours;  and,  like  all  poets,  he  often  fub- 
ftitutes  fable  for  truth.  Mr.  Markoe  infpires 
the  lefs  confidence,  as  he  difhonourshis  writings 
by  an  intemperate  life.  A  fatirift,  to  be  be- 
lieved, and  to  be  ufeful,  ought  to  exhibit  the 
moft  unexceptionable  morals. 

The  celebrated  Paine,  author  of  Commoa 
Senfe,  fo  much  venerated  by  the  French,  is 
moft  cruelly  treated  in  this  fatire.  This  is  not 
the  firfl  that  has  been  publifhed  againfl:  him ;  I 
have  feen  another,  very  fevere,  by  an  inhabitant 
of  North  Carolina. 

Mr.  Paine  has  enjoyed  great  fuccefs  here;  it 
is  not  therefore  furprifing  that  fatires  fhould  be 
written  againft  him.  Whatever  may  be  the 
caufe  of  it,  it  cannot  be  denied,  that  his  writings 
had  a  great  effecl:  on  the  American  revolution  ; 
and  this  circumftance  ought  to  place  him  in  th& 
rank  of  the  benefactors  of  America. 

I  have  {cQn  another  author  at  Philadelphia, 
who  has  imagination  and  wit ;  it  is  Mr.  Cravv- 
foid  He  has  publi(hed  feveral  poems;  as  like- 
wife  Obfervations  on  the  Slavery  of  the  Nc- 

VoL.  I.  T  S^oes, 
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groes,  full  of  good  fenfe  and  humanity.  He  has 
publifhed  an  addrefs  of  the  famous  George  Fox 
to  the  Jews.  Mr.  Crawford  has  a  turn  for 
myftical  ideas;  this,  aided  by  great  appUcation 
to  ftudy,  and  an  inflammable  imagination,  has 
led  him  to  turns  of  infanity.  He  was  formerly 
a  deift,  and  has  been  converted  by  the  celebrated 
Dodor  Jebb. 

There  is  no  town  on  the  continent  where 
there  is  fo  much  printing  done  as  at  Philadelphia. 
Gazettes  and  book-flores  are  numerous  in  the 
town,  and  paper-mills  in  the  State. 

Among  the  printers  and  bookfellers  of  this 
town,  1  remarked  Mr.  Carey,  an  Irifh  printer, 
who,  for  having  publifhed,  in  his  journal  of 
T/je  Foiunteers  of  Ireland^  an  article  v^^hich 
wounded  fome  people  in  place,  particularly  Mr. 
Fofter,  was  perfecuted,  and  obliged  to  fly  to 
America.  Being  deftitute  of  money,  M.  de  la 
Fayette  gave  him  affiflance,  and  enabled  him  to 
eftablifh  a  prefs,  on  condition  that  this  a6l  of 
generofity  fhould  remain  a  fecret.  Mr.  Carey 
kept  his  word ;  but  having  a  public  quarrel  two 
years  afterwards  with  another  printer,  Mr.  Of- 
wald,  who  quarrels  with  all  the  world,  and  who 
called  in  queftion  the  origin  of  Mr.  Carey's  for- 
tune, he  was  obliged  to  reveal  the  fecret. 

This  printer,  who  unites  great  induftry  with 

great 
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great  information,  publifhes  a  monthly  colledion, 
called  T^he  American  Mufeum^  which  is  equal  to 
the  bed:  periodical  publication  in  Europe.  It 
contains  every  thing  the  mod  important  that 
America  produces  in  the  arts,  in  the  fciences, 
and  in  politics.  The  part  that  concerns  agricul- 
ture, is  attended  to  with  great  care. 

There  are  at  prefent  very  few  French  mer- 
chants   at  Philadelphia.     The  failure  of  thofe 
who  firft  came  difcouraged  others,  and  has  put 
the   Americans   on  their    guard.      I    have   en- 
deavoured to  difcover   the  caufe  of  thefe  fail- 
ures; and  have  found  that  the  greater  part  of 
thefe  French  merchants  had  either  beg-un  with 
little    property,    or  had  made  imprudent   pur- 
chafes,  or  s;iven  themfelves  up  to  extravagant 
expences.     Moft  of  them  were  ignorant  of  the 
language,  cuftoms,  and  laws  of  the  country; 
moft  of  them  were  feduced  by  the  high  price 
which  they  received  for  their  goods  in  paper- 
money:  imagining  that  this  paper  would  fooii 
rife  to  par,  they  amaffed  as  much  as  poffible  of 
it,  calculating  on  enormous  profits;  and  thus  fed 
the  hopes  of  their   correfpondents  in   Europe. 
Thefe  hopes  were  difappointed.     Some  know- 
ledge of  bufinefs,  of  men,  of  politics,  of  revolu- 
tions, and  of  the  country,   would  have  taught 
them,   that  many  years  mud  elapfe  before  the 

T  2  public 
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public  debt  could  be  paid.  It  became  neceflary 
to  break  the  illufion,  to  fell  this  paper  at  a  lofs, 
ill  order  to  meet  their  engagements.  But  they 
had  fet  up  their  equipages;  they  were  in  the 
habit  of  great  expences,  which  they  thought  it 
neceffary  to  continue  for  fear  of  lofing  their 
credit,  for  they  meafured  Philadelphia  on  the 
fcale  of  Paris.  They  foolifhJy  imagined,  that 
reafonable  and  enlightened  men  would  fufFer 
themfelves,  like  (laves,  to  be  duped  by  the  glitter 
of  parade  J  their  profits  ceafed,  their  expences 
multiplied,  and  the  moment  of  bankruptcy  ar- 
rived :  they  mini  juftify  themfelves  in  the  eyes; 
of  their  correfpondents,  and  of  France:  they  ac- 
cufed  the  Americans  of  difhonefty,  of  perfidy^ 
and  of  rafcality.  Thefe  calumniators  ought  to 
have  accufed  their  own  ignorance,  their  folly, 
and  their  extravagant  luxury. 

Some  Frenchmen  paraded  themfelves  here 
publicly  with  their  millrcffes,  who  difplayed 
thofe  light  and  wanton  airs  which  they  had 
pradlifed  at  Paris*.     You  may  judge  of  the  of- 

*  One  of  thefe  gentlemen  had  the  impudence  to  prefent  iti 
fome  of  the  beft  families  his  miftrefs,  not  as  his  wife,  but  as 
his  partner  in  trade.  This  woman  was  afterwards  publicly 
kept  by  the  ambaffador.  He  had  not  refpeit  enough  for  the 
rnorals  of  the  country,  to  induce  him  to  conceal  his  tur- 
pitude. 

fence 
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fence  which  this  indecent  fpeaacle  would  give 
in  a  country  where  women  are  lb  referved,  and 
where  the  ntianners  are  Co  pure.  Contempt  was 
the  confequence;  want  of  credit  followed  the 
contempt;  and  what  is  a  merchant  without 
credit  ? 

Since  the  peace,  the  Qiiakers  have  returned 
to  their  commerce  with  great  adivity.  The 
capitals  which  diffidence  had  for  a  long  time 
locked  up  in  their  coffers,  are  now  drawn  out 
to  give  a  fpring  to  mduftry,  and  encouiage 
commercial  fpeculations.  The  Delaware  fees 
floating  the  flags  of  all  nations;  and  enterprifes 
are  there  formed  for  all  parts  of  the  world.  Ma- 
nufadlories  are  rilins:  in  the  town  and  in  the 
country;  and  induftry  and  emulation  increafe 
with  great  rapidity.  Notwithftanding  the  afto- 
nifliing  growth  of  Baltimore,  which  has  drawn 
part  of  the  commerce  from  Philadelphia,  yet 
the  energy  of  the  ancient  capitals  of  this  town, 
the  univerfal  eftimation  in  which  the  Quaker- 
merchants  ai-e  held,  and  the  augmentation  of 
agriculture  and  population,  fupply  this  de- 
ficiency. 

You  will  now  be  able  to  judge  of  the  caufes 
or  the  profperity  of  this  town.  Its  fituation  on 
a  river  navigable  for  the  greatefl  (hips,  renders 

T3  it 
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it  one  of  the  principal  places  of  foreign  com- 
merce, and  at  the  fame  time  the  great  magazine 
of  all  the  produclions  of  the  fertile  lands  of 
Pennfylvania,  and  of  thofe  of  fome  of  the  neigh- 
bouring States.  The  vafl:  rivers,  which  by  their 
numerous  branches  communicate  to  all  parts  of 
the  State,  give  a  value  to  the  lands,  and  attract 
inhabitants.  The  climate,  lefs  cold  than  that 
of  the  Northern  States,  and  lefs  warm  than  that 
of  the  South,  forms  another  very  confiderable 
attra£lion. 

But  I  firmly  believe  that  it  is  not  fimply  to 
thofe  phylical  advantages  that  Pennfylvania  owes 
her  profperity.  It  is  to  the  manners  of  the  in- 
habitants ;  it  is  to  the  univerfal  tolerance  which 
reigned  there  from  the  beginning;  it  is  to  the 
fimplicity,  oeconomy,  induftry,  and  perfeverance 
of  the  Quakers,  which,  centering  in  two  points, 
agriculture  and  commerce,  have  carried  them  to 
a  greater  perfection  than  they  have  attained 
among  oth^r  feds.  The  cabin  of  a  fimple 
cultivator  give  lirth  to  more  children  than 
a  gilded  palace ;  and  lefs  of  them  perifli  in  in- 
fancy. 

And  fmce  the  table  of  population  of  a  country 
appears  to  you  always  the  mofl  exa£l:  meafure  of 
its  profperity,  compare,  at  four  different  epochs, 

the 
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the  number  of  inhabitants  paying  capitation  in 
Penn  fy  Ivania, 


1760. 
31,667 


// 


o. 


39^7^5 


'779- 
45,683 


1786. 
66,925. 


You  fee  that  population  has  more  than  doubled 
in  twenty-five  years,  notwithftanding  the  hor- 
rible depopulation  of  a  war  of  eight  years.  Ob- 
ferve  in  this  ftating,  that  the  blacks  are  not  in- 
cluded, which  form  about  one  fifth  of  the  po- 
pulation of  the  State.  Obferve,  that  by  the  cal- 
culation of  the  general  convention  in  1787,  the 
number  of  whites  in  this  State  was  carried  to 
360,000;  which  fuppofes,  very  nearly,  a  wife 
and  four  children  for  every  taxable  head. 

The  public  fpirit  which  the  Quakers  manifefl: 
in  every  thing,  -has  given  rife  to  ieveral  ufeful 
inftitutions  in  Philadelphia,  which  I  have  not 
yet  mentioned.  One  of  them  is  the  Difpenfary, 
which  diftributes  medicines  gratis  to  the  fick 
who  are  not  in  a  fituation  to  purchafe  them. 

See  how  eafy  and  cheap  it  h  |ft#  dn  good. 
Let  thofe  men  blufh,  then,  ^^^SKK\^:[Xc  their 
fortunes  in  luxury  and  in  idlenefs  !  One  thou- 
.fand  fix  hundred  and  forty-feven  perfons  were 
treated  by  this  eil:abli(hment  during  the  year 
1787.  By  calculation  this  treatment  coft  to  the 
eftablifhment  five  (hillings  and  nine-pence  for 
each  patient.     Thus,  for  two  hundred  pounds 

T  4  fieri ing, 
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fterling,  Sixteen  himdred  and  forty-feven  peiTons 
are  rendered  happy. 

To  this  public  fpirit,  fo  ingenious  in  varying 
its  benefits,  is  owing  the  Benevole?it  Injiitut'ion^ 
whofe  objed  it  is  to  fuccour,  in  their  own  houfes, 
poor  women  in  childbed. 

Another  fociety  has  for  its  object  to  alleviate 
the  fituation  of  priioners. 

The  Phiiadeluhians  confine  not  their  atteii- 
tion  to  their  brethren  ;  they  extend  it  to  Gran- 
gers; they  have  formed  a  fociety  for  the  affift- 
ance  of  emigrants  who  arrive  from  Germany. 
A  fimilar  one  is  formed  at  New  York,  called 
the  Hibernian  Society,  for  the  luccour  of  emi- 
grants from  Ireland.  Thefe  focieties  inform 
themfelves,  on  the  arrival  of  a  fnip,  of  the  fitua- 
tion of  the  emigrants,  and  procure  them  imme- 
diate employ. 

Here  is  a  company  for  infurance  againft  fire. 
The  houfes  are  conflru6ted  of  wood  and  brick, 
and  confequently  expofed  to  the  ravages  of  fire. 
The  infurers  are  the  infured,  a  method  which 
prevents  the  abufes  to  which  your  company  at 
Paris  is  expofed. 

In  the  midft  of  all  thefe  things  which  excite 
ray  admiration  and  my  tender  regard,  one  trait 
of  injuflice  gives  me  much  pain,  becaufe  it  leems 
to  tarniih  the  glory  of  Pennfylvania.      Penn 
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left  to  his  family  an  immenfe  property  here.  In 
the  hO:  war  his  defcetidaiits  took  part  with  the 
Enghih  government,  and  retired  to  England, 
The  legiflature  of  Pennfylvania  pafled  a  law, 
taking  from  them  all  their  lands  and  their  rents, 
and  voted  to  give  them  for  the  whole  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  thoufand  pounds.  This  fum  was 
to  have  been  paid  in  paper-money,  which  fuffer- 
ed  then  a  confiderable  depreciation.  The  firft 
term  only  has  been  paid. 

It  cannot  be  denied,  that  there  was  a  ereat 
jnjuflice  in  the  eltimation,  in  the  mode  of  pay- 
ment, and  in  the  delay.  The  State  of  Pennfyl- 
vania has  too  much  refpe^l  for  property,  and 
too  much  attachment  to  juftice,  not  to  repair 
its  wrongs  one  day  to  the  family  of  Penn,  which 
fubfifts  at  prefent  only  at  the  expejice  of  the 
En2;li(h  nation. 


LETTER 
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LETTER    XXVI. 

PROGRESS    OF    CULTIVATION    IN    PENNSYL- 
VANIA. 

ITHERTO,  my  friend,  we  have  fpoken 
only  of  farms  already  in  good  culture, 
and  in  the  neighbourhood  of  towns.  We  mud 
now  penetrate  farther,  defcend  into  the  midft  of 
the  wildernefs,  and  obferve  the  man,  detached 
from  fociety,  with  his  axe  in  his  hand,  felling  the 
venerable  oak,  that  had  been  refpe6led  by  the 
favage,  and  lupplying  its  place  with  the  hum- 
ble fpire  of  corn.  We  muft  follow  this  man  in 
his  progrefs,  obferve  the  changes  that  his  cabin 
trndergoes,  when  it  becomes  the  center  of  twen- 
ty  other  cabins  which  rife  fucceffively  round  it. 
An  American  farmer  has  communicated  to  me 
the  principal  traits  of  the  rural  pi6lure  which  I 
am  going  to  lay  before  you.    The  firft  planter*, 

or 

*  As  the  tranflator  recolleds  to  have  fcen  this  fanciful  de- 
fcription  many  times  publiOied  in  America,  he  was  lefs  anxious 
in  re-tranflating  it,  to  flatter  the  original  author,  by  retaining 
all  his  ideas,  than  he  was  to  fave  the  credit  of  M.  Briflot  de 
Warville,  by  abridging  the  piece.     Credulity  is  indeed  a  lefs 

fault 
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or  he  who  begins  a  fettlemeiit  in  the  woods,  is 
generally  a  man  who  has  lofl  his  fortune  and  his 
credit  in  the  cultivated  part  of  the  State.  He 
emigrates  in  the  month  of  April.  His  firft  work 
is  to  build  a  httle  cabin  for  himfelf  and  family; 
the  roof  is  of  rough  hewn  wood,  the  floor  of 
earth.  It  is  lighted  by  the  door,  or  fometimes 
by  a  little  window  with  oiled  paper.  A  more 
wretched  building  adjoining  it  gives  (belter  to  a 
cow  and  two  miferable  horfes.  This  done,  he 
attacks  the  trees  that  furround  his  cabin.  To 
extirpate  them  by  the  root,  would  require  too 
much  labour.  He  contents  himfelf  by  cuttinf>- 
them  at  two  or  three  feet  from  the  ground. 
The  fpace  thus  cleared  is  then  plowed,  and 
planted  with  Indian  corn.  The  foil  being  new 
requires  little  culture;,  in  the  month  of  O6lober 
it  yields  a  harveft  of  forty  or  fifty  bufhels  the 
acre.  Even  from  the  month  of  September,  this 
corn  furnifhes  a  plentiful  and  agreeable  nourifh- 
ment  to  his  family.  Hunting  and  fifhing,  with 
a  httle  grain,  fuffice,  during  the  winter,  for  the 
fubfiftence  of  his  family;  while  the  cow  and 
horfes  of  our  planter  feed  on  the  poor  wild  grafs, 

fault  in  a  traveller  than  prejudice  j  but  it  ought,  however,  to 
be  corredled.  Accounts  like  this  put  one  in  mind  of  Dr. 
Franklin's  romance  of  Alary  Baker,  fo  religioufly  believed  and 
copied  by  the  Abbe  Raynal,  in  his  Hiitory  of  the  Two  Indies. 

or 
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or  the  buds  of  trees.  During  the  firft  year  he 
fufters  much  from  cold  and  hunger;  but  he  en- 
dures it  without  repining.  Being  near  the  la- 
vages he  adopts  their  manners;  his  fatigue  is 
violent,  but  it  is  fufpended  by  long  intervals  of 
repofe :  his  pleafures  confiil:  in  fifliing  and  hunt- 
ing; he  loves  fpirituous  liquors;  he  eats,  drinks, 
and  fleeps  in  the  filth  of  his  little  cabin. 

Thus  roll  away  the  firft  three  years  of  our 
planter  in  lazinefs,  independence,  the  variation 
of  pleafure,  and  of  labour.  But  population  aug- 
ments in  his  neighbourhood,  and  then  his  trou- 
bles begin.  His  cattle  could  before  run  at  large ; 
but  now  his  neighbours  force  him  to  retain  them 
within  his  little  farm.  Formerly  the  wild 
beafts  gave  fubfiftence  to  his  family ;  they  now 
fly  a  country  which  begins  to  be  peopled  by 
men,  and  confequently  by  enemies.  An  increaf- 
ing  fociety  brings  regulations,  taxes,  and  the 
parade  of  laws  ;  and  nothing  is  fo  terrible  to  our 
independent  planter  as  all  thefe  (hackles.  He 
will  not  confent  to  facrihce  a  fingle  natural  risfht 
for  all  the  benefits  of  government ;  he  abandons 
then  his  little  eftablifhment,  and  goes  to  feek  a 
fecond  retreat  in  the  wildernefs,  where  he  can 
recommence  his  labours,  and  prepare  a  farm  for 
cultivation.  Such  are  the  charms  of  independ- 
ence, that  many  men  have  begun  the  clearing 

of 
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of  farms  four  times  in   different  parts  of  this 
State. 

It  has  been  remarked,  that  the  preaching  of 
the  gofpel  always  drives  off  men  of  this  clafs. 
And  it  is  not  furpriLing  if  we  confider  how  much 
its  precepts  are  oppofed  to  the  hcentioufnefs  of 
their  manner  of  hfe.  But  the  labour  beftowed 
by  the  firfl:  planter  gives  fome  value  to  the 
farm,  which  now  comes  to  be  occupied  by  a 
man  of  the  fecond  clafs  of  planters.  He  begins 
by  adding  to  his  cabin  a  houfe.  A  faw-mill  in 
the  neighbouring  fettlement,  furnifhes  him  with 
boards.  His  houfe  is  covered  with  fhineles, 
and  is  two  ftories  high.  He  makes  a  little  mea- 
dow, plants  an  orchard  of  two  or  three  hundred 
apple-trees.  His  fl:able  is  enlarged  ;  he  builds  a 
fpacious  barn  of  wood,  and  covers  it  with  rye- 
ftraw.  Inflead  of  planting  only  Indian  corn, 
he  cultivates  wheat  and  rye  ;  the  laft  is  deftined 
to  make  whitky.  But  this  planter  manages  ill  ; 
his  fields  are  badly  plowed,  never  manured,  and 
give  but  fmall  crops.  His  cattle  break  through 
his  fences,  deflroy  his  crops,  and  often  cut  ofT 
the  hopes  of  the  year.  His  horfes  are  ill  fed, 
and  feeble ;  his  cattle  often  die  v/ith  hunger  in 
the  Spring  ;  his  houfe  and  his  farm  give  equal 
proofs  of  the  want  of  induflry  ;  the  glafs  of  his 

windows 
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windows  has  given  place  to  old  hats  and  rags. 
This  man  is  fond  of  company  ;  he  drinks  to 
excefs  ;  paffes  much  of  his  time  in  difputing 
about  politics.  Thus  he  contrads  debts,  and  is 
forced,  after  feme  years,  to  fell  his  plantation  to 
a  planter  of  the  third  and  laft  clafs. 

This  is  ordinarily  a  man  of  property,  and  of 
a  cultivated  mind.  His  firfl:  objed:  is  to  convert 
into  meadow  all  his  land,  on  which  he  can  con- 
dud:  water.  He  then  builds  a  barn  of  ftone, 
fometimes  a  hundred  feet  in  length,  and  forty 
in  breadth.  This  defends  his  cattle  from  cold, 
and  they  eat  lefs  when  kept  warm,  than  when 
expofed  to  the  froft.  To  fpare  the  confumption 
of  fuel,  he  makes  ufe  of  economical  floves, 
and  by  this  he  faves  immenfe  labour  in  cutting 
and  carting  wood.  He  multiplies  the  objects 
of  culture ;  belidcs  corn,  wheat,  and  rye,  he 
cultivates  oats  and  buck-wheat.  Near  his  houfe 
he  forms  a  garden  of  one  or  two  acres,  which 
gives  him  quantities  of  cabbage,  potatoes,  and 
turnips.  Near  the  fpring  which  furniflies  him 
with  water,  he  builds  a  dairy-houfe.  He  aus;- 
ments  the  number,  and  improves  the  quality  of 
his  fruit-trees.  His  fons  are  always  at  work  by 
his  fide  ;  his  wife  and  daughter  quit  their  wheels 
for  the  labours  of  the  harvefl.     The  laft  objed 

of 
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of  induftry  Is  to  build  a  houfe  for  his  own  ufe. 
This  building  is  generally  of  Hone ;  it  is  vafl, 
well  diflributed,  and  well  furniflied.  His  horfes 
and  cattle,  by  their  good  appearance,  their 
ftrength,  and  fecundity,  prove  that  they  are 
well  fed,  and  well  attended.  His  table  abounds 
with  delicate  and  various  diflies.  His  kitchen 
flows  with  milk  and  honey.  The  ordinary 
drink  of  his  family  is  beer,  cyder,  and  wine  : 
his  wife  and  daughters  manufa£lure  their  cloath- 
ing.  In  proportion  as  he  grows  rich,  he  per- 
ceives the  value  of  the  protection  of  the  laws  ; 
he  pays  his  taxes  with  punduality  ;  he  contri- 
butes to  the  fupport  of  churches  and  fchools, 
as  the  only  means  of  infuring  order  and  tran- 
quillity. 

Two-thirds  of  the  farmers  of  Pennfylvania 
belong  to  this  third  clafs.  It  is  to  them  that 
the  State  owes  its  ancient  reputation  and  im- 
portance. If  they  have  lefs  of  cunning  than 
their  neighbours  of  the  South,  who  cultivate 
their  lands  by  flaves,  they  have  more  of  the  re- 
publican virtues.  It  v/as  from  their  farms  that, 
the  American  and  French  armies  were  princi- 
pally fupplied  daring  the  laft  war  ;  it  was  from 
their  produce  that  came  thofe  millions  of  dol- 
lars brought  from  the  Havanna  after  the  year 

1780 
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lygo — millions  which  laid  the  foundation  of 
the  bank  of  North  America,  and  fupported  the 
American  army  till  the  peace. 

This  is  a  feeble  fketch  of  the  happinefs  of  a 
Pennfylvania  farmer  ;  a  happinefs  to  which  this 
State  calls  men  of  all  countries  and  of  all  reli- 
gions. It  offers  not  the  pleafures  of  the  Arca- 
dia of  the  poets,  or  thofe  of  the  great  towns  of 
Europe  ;  but  it  promifes  you  independence, 
plenty,  and  happinefs — in  return  for  patience, 
induftry,  and  labour.  The  moderate  price  of 
lands,  the  credit  that  may  be  obtained,  and  the 
perfe£t  fecurity  that  the  courts  of  juftice  give  to 
every  fpecies  of  property,  place  thele  advan- 
tages within  the  reach  of  every  condition  of 
men. 

I  do  not  pretend  here  to  give  the  hiftory  of 
all  the  fettlements  of  Pennfylvania.  It  often 
happens,  that  the  fame  man,  or  the  fame  fami- 
ly, holds  the  place  of  the  firil  and  fecond,  and 
fometimes  of  the  third  clals  of  planters  above 
defcfibed.  In  the  counties  near  Philadelphia, 
you  fee  vaft  houfes  of  brick,  and  farms  well 
cultivated,  in  the  pofleffion  of  the  defcendants 
in  the  fecond  or  third  degree,  of  the  compa- 
nions of  William  Fenn. 

Thib  paffion  for  emigration,  of  which  I  have 

fpoken, 
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fpoken,  will  appear  to  you  unaccountable : — 
that  a  man  fhould  voluntarily  abandon  the  coun- 
try that  gave  him  birth,  the  church  where  he 
was  confecrated  to  God,  the  tombs  of  his  ancef- 
tors,  the  companions  and  friends  of  his  youth, 
and  all  the  pleafures  of  poiifhed  lociety — to  ex- 
pofe  himfelf  to  the  dangers  and  difficulties  of 
conquering  favage  nature,  is,  in  the  eyes  of  an 
European  philofopher,   a   phenomenon    which 
contradi6ls  the  ordinary  progrefs  and  principles 
of  the  a6lions  of  men.     But  fuch  is  the  fadl ; 
and  this  paffion  contributes  to  increafe  the  po- 
pulation of  x^merica,  not  only  in  the  new  fet- 
tlements,  but  in  the  old  flates ;  for,  when  the 
number  of  farmers  is  augmented  in  any  canton 
beyond  the  number  of  convenient  farms,  the 
population  languifhes,  the  price  of  land  rifes  to 
fuch  a  degree  as  to  diminifh  the  profits  of  agri- 
culture, encourage  idlenefs,  or  turn  the  atten- 
tion to  lefs  honourable  purfuits.     The  beft  pre- 
ventative of  thefe  evils  is  the  emigration  of  part 
of  the  inhabitants.    This  part  generally  confifts 
of  the  moft  idle  and  diffipated,  who  neceflarily 
become  induflrious  in    their  new   fettlement  ; 
while  the  departure  augments  the  means  of  fub- 
iiftence  and  population  to  thofe  left  behind  ;   as 
pruning  increafcs  the  fize  of  the  tree,  and  the 
quantity  of  its  fruit. 

Vol.  I.  U  The 
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The  third  clafs  of  cultivators  which  I  have 
defcribed,  is  chiefly  compofed  of  Germans.  They 
make  a  great  part  of  the  population  of  Pennfyl- 
vania.  It  is  more  than  a  century  fince  the  firfl 
Germans  were  eftabliflied  here.  They  are  re- 
garded as  the  mod:  honefl:,  the  moft  induftrious, 
and  oeconomical  of  the  farmers.  They  never 
contra6t  debts  ;  they  are,  of  all  the  Americans, 
the  lead  attached  to  the  ufe  of  rum  and  other 
ardent  fpirits.  Thus  their  families  are  the  moft 
numerous.  It  is  very  common  to  fee  them 
have  twelve  or  fourteen  children*.  It  is  faid, 
they  have  not  fo  much  information  as  the 
other  Americans  ;  and  information  is  the  foul 
of  a  Republican  Government  :  but  yet  you  find 
many  men  refpedable  for  their  knowledge  and 
imderfianding  amongft  them,  fuch  as  Ritten- 
houfe,  Kiihn,  Mulhenberg,  &c. 

A  principal  caufe  of  emigration  in  the  back 
parts  of  Pennfylvania,  is  the  hope  of  efcaping 
taxes  ;  yet  the  land-tax  is  very  light,  as  it  does 
not  exceed  a  penny  in  the  pound  of  the  eftima- 
tion  ;  and  the  eftimation  is  much  under  the  va- 
lue of  the  lands. 

There  is  much  irregularity  in  the  land-tax, 
as  llkewife  in  the  capitation,  or  poll-tax  ;  but  I 

*  According   to   M.   Moheau,  one   family  in  25,000    in 
France  has  thirteen  children  ;  two  have  twelve. 
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fee  with  pleafure,  that  batchelors  pay  more  thaa 
married  men. 


LETTER    XXVII. 

CLIMATE    AND    DISEASES   OF    PHILADELPHIA, 
AND    ITS    VICINITY. 

HAVE  already  fpoken  to  you,  my  friend, 
of  the  climate  of  this  happy  town.  The 
refpeftable  Dodor  Rufh  has  jufh  communicated 
to  me  fome  new  and  curious  details,  which  I 
will  communicate. 

This  enlightened  obferver,  in  one  energic 
phrafe,  has  pictured  to  me  the  variations  inci- 
dent to  Philadelphia.  We  have,  faid  he,  the 
humidity  of  Great  Britain  in  the  Spring,  the 
heat  of  Africa  in  Summer,  the  temperance  of 
Italy  in  June,  the  Iky  of  Egypt  in  Autumn, 
the  fnows  of  Norway  and  the  ice  of  Holland 
during  the  winter  ;  the  tempefts,  to  a  certain 
degree,  of  the  Weft  Indies  in  each  feafon,  and 
the  variable  winds  of  Great  Britain  in  every 
month  of  the  year. 

Notwithftanding  all  thefe  changes,  the  Doc- 
U  3  t-.7r 
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tor  thinks,  that  the  climate  of  Philadelphia  is 
one  of  the  moft  healthful  in  the  world. 

In  dry  weather,  the  air  has  a  peculiar  elafti- 
city,  which  renders  heat  or  cold  lefs  infupport- 
able  than  they  are  in  places  more  humid.  The 
air  never  becomes  heavy  and  fatiguing,  but 
when  the  rains  are  not  followed  by  the  benefi- 
cent North-weft,  During  the  three  weeks 
that  1  have  pafled  here  (in  Auguft  and  Septem- 
ber) I  have  felt  nothing  of  the  languor  of  body, 
and  depreffion  of  fpirits,  which  I  expected : 
though  the  heat  has  been  very  great,  I  found  it 
fupportable  ;  nearly  like  that  of  Paris,  but  it 
caufed  a  greater  perfpiration. 

Dodor  Ru(h  has  obferved,  and  many  phyfi- 
cians  of  Europe  made  the  lame  obfervation, 
that  the  ftate  of  mind  has  great  influence  upon 
the  health.  He  cited  to  me  two  ftriking  exam- 
ples of  it.  The  Englifli  feamen  wounded  in 
the  famous  naval  battle  of  the  12th  of  April 
1782,  were  cured  with  the  greateft  facility. 
The  joy  of  vidtory  gave  to  their  bodies  the 
force  of  health.  He  had  made  the  fame  obfer- 
vations  on  the  American  foldiers  wounded  at 
the  battle  of  Trenton. 

Variability  is  the  chara£leriftic  of  the  climate 
of  Pennfylvania.  It  has  changed  by  the  clear- 
ing of  lands,   and   the  diminution   of  waters, 

which 
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which  formerly  abounded  in  this  part  of  Ame- 
rica. Many  creeks,  and  even  rivers,  have  dif- 
appeared  by  degrees  ;  and  this  is  to  be  expedled 
in  a  country  where  forefts  give  place  to  cul- 
tivated fields. 

Thefe  changes  have  produced  happy  efFe6ls 
on  the  health  of  the  people.  An  old  man  of 
this  country  has  obferved  to  me,  that  the  health 
of  the  Pennfylvanians  augments  in  proportion 
to  the  cultivation  of  the  country  ;  that  their 
vifages  are  lefs  pale  than  they  were  thirty  or 
forty  years  paft  ;  that  for  fome  time  the  num- 
ber of  centenaries  has  increafed,  and  that  the 
feptuagenaries  are  very  numerous. 

In  1782,  there  was  fuch  an  extraordinary 
drought,  that  the  Indian  corn  did  not  come  to 
perfection,  the  meadows  failed,  and  the  foil  be- 
came fo  inflammable,  that  in  fome  places  it 
caught  fire,  and  the  furface  was  burnt. — This 
year  it  has  been  exceffively  rainy.  On  the  i8th 
and  19th  of  Augufl:,  there  fell  at  Philadelphia 
{even  inches  of  water.  Wheat  has  fuffered 
much  this  year  from  the  rains. 

Happily  all  parts  of  the  country  are  not  fub- 
je£l  to  the  fame  variations  of  the  atmofphei:e  ; 
fo  that  a  general  fcarcity  is  never  known.  If 
the  harveft  fails  here,  at  fifty  miles  diflance  it 
abounds.     You  fee  that  the  heat  here  is  about 

U  3  the 
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the  fame  as  at  Paris,  and  that  it  is  never  Co 
great  as  at  Rome,  fince  at  the  latter  place  the 
thermometer  of  Reaumur  rifes  to  30  degrees. 
You  fee,  that  the  w^inter  here  is  not  much 
colder  than  at  Paris,  as  it  rarely  defcends  more 
than  to  twelve  degrees  below  the  freezing  point. 
There  falls  much  more"  rain  here  than  at  Paris. 
The  common  quantity  there  is  twenty  inches 
in  the  year,  and  it  has  not  been  known  but 
once  in  iixty  years  to  rife  to  twenty-five,  while 
the  common  quantity  at  Philadelphia  is  thirty- 
five  inches.  By  comparing  the  climate  of  Phi- 
laddphia  with  that  of  Pekin,  nearly  in  the  fame 
latitude,  you  will  find,  from  the  tables  of  Kir- 
wan,  that  the  winters  are  much  colder,  and 
the  fummers  much  warmer,  in  that  part  of 
China,  than  at  Philadelphia.  Dr.  Rufh  attri- 
butes the  difference  to  this  circumfiance,  that 
Pennfylvania  is  bordered  with  a  vaft  extent  of 
forefl',  and  that  the  country  about  Pekin  is  ge- 
nerally and  highly  cultivated. 

My  friend  Myers  Fifher,  who  endeavours  to 
explain  the  chara£lers  of  men  from  the  phyfical. 
circumftances  that  furround  them,  has  com- 
municated to  me  an  obfervation  which  he  has 
made  in  that  refpedl: ;  it  is,  that  the  adivity  of 
the  inhabitants  of  a  country  may  be  meafured 

by 
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by  the  rapidity  of  its  rivers,  and  the  variations 
in  its  atmofphere. 

He  could  fee  the  duUiefs  and  indecifion  of 
the  Viro-inians  in  the  flow  movement  of  the 
Potowmac  ;  while  the  rapid  current  of  the  ri- 
vers of  the  North  painted  to  him  the  aclivity  of 
the  people  of  New-England. 

He  told  me,  likewife,  that  the  health  of  the 
people  might  very  well  confift  with  the  vari- 
ations of  the  air,  provided  that  wife  precautions 
were  taken.  This,  as  he  affured  me,  was  a 
part  of  the  difclpline  of  the  Quakers.  Thus, 
according  to  him,  you  may  meafure  the  longe- 
vity of  the  people  of  Pennfylvania  by  the  fed: 
to  which  they  belong.  That  of  the  Quakers 
ought  to  be  placed  at  the  head  of  this  table  of 
longevity  ;  that  of  the  Moravians  next ;  the 
Prefbyterlans  next,  &c. 

Dodor  Rufh,  whofe  obfervations  in  this  re- 
fpe6l  are  numerous,  has  told  me,  that  fudden 
variations  caufed  more  difeafes  and  deaths  than 
either  heat  or  cold  conftantly  exceffive.  He  in- 
ftanced  the  rigorous  winter  of  1780,  the  burn- 
ing fummer  of  1782,  and  the  rainy  fummer  of 
1788.  There  were  then  few  or  no  difeafes; 
and  thofe  that  happened  were  occafioned  by  im- 
prudence, fuch  as  cold  water  drunk  in  heat,  or 
fpirituous  liquors  in  cold.  Pleurifies  and  inflam- 

U  4  matory 
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matory  diforders  are  much  diminifhed  within 
fifty  years.  The  months  of  May  and  June  are 
confidered  as  the  moft  falubrious,  and  the  vale- 
tudinarians are  obferved  to  be  better  in  fummer 
and  in  winter. 


LETTER    XXVIII. 

DISEASES  THE  MOST  COMMON  IN  THE  UNITED 
STATES. 

AMONG  the  difeafes  of  the  United  States, 
the  confumptlon  doubtlefs  makes  the 
greatcft  ravages.  It  was  unknown  to  the  origi- 
nal inhabitants  of  the  country;  it  is  then  the 
refuit  of  European  habits  of  life  tranfported  to 
this  new  Continent.  It  is  more  common  in  the 
towns  than  in  the  country ;  it  deftroys  more 
women  than  miCn ;  it  is  a  languid  diforder,  which 
drags,  by  flow  fleps,  its  victim  to  the  tomb; 
each  day  plunges  the  dagger  deeper  in  his 
breall:,  and  renders  more  vifible  the  incurable 
wound.  Death,  without  ceaiing,  flares  him  in 
the  face,  and  throws  a  funeral  flirowd  over  the 
remainder  of  his  days.  The  world,  and  its 
pleafures  difappear ;  the  ties  of  friendfhip  are  the 

only 


UNITED   STATES   OF    AMERICA.  297 

only  ones  that  are  ftrengthened  and  endeared, 
and  which  double  the  bitternefs  of  his  approach- 
ing diffolution.  The  confumption,  in  a  word, 
is  a  long  continued  agony,  a  flow  tormenting 
death. 

The  phyficians  of  this  country  attribute  it  to 
different  caufes ;  to  the  exceffive  ufe  of  hot 
drinks,  fuch  as  tea  and  coffee;  to  the  habit  of 
remainino;  too  lons^  in  bed,  and  the  ufe  of  feather- 
beds,  for  they  know  not  the  ufe  of  mattreiles  ;  to 
the  cuftom  of  eating  too  much  meat,  and  of 
drinking  too  much  fpirituous  liquors.  Women 
are  more  fubje^l  to  it  than  men ;  becaufe,  inde- 
pendently of  the  above  caufes,  they  take  but 
little  exercife,  which  is  the  only  powerful  re- 
medy againft  the  ftagnation  of  humours,  the 
great  principle  of  the  marafma :  they  tafle  but 
little  the  pleafures  of  walking ;  a  movement 
which,  varying  the  fpe6lacle  of  nature,  gives  a 
refreshment  to  the  fenfes,  a  new  fpring  to  the 
blood,  and  a  new  vigour  to  the  foul. 

A  particular  caufe  of  confumptions  amongft 
the  Quaker  women  is  doubtlefs  the  habit  of 
gravity  and  immobility  which  they  contra6l  in 
early  life,  and  which  they  preferve  for  hours 
together  in  their  filent  meeting-s.  The  women 
of  the  other  fe6ts  are  equally  attacked  by  con- 
fumptions, but  it  is  attributed  to  different  caufes : 

they 
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they  are  fond  of  exceffive  dancing ;  heated  with 
this,  they  drink  cold  water,  eat  cold  unripe 
fruits,  drink  boiling  tea,  go  thinly  clad  in  win- 
ter, and  give  no  attention  to  the  fudden  changes 
of  weather.  The  Quakers  are  more  reafonable 
in  thefe  refpe6ls ;  but  they  balance  thefs  advan- 
tages by  a  fatal  negle6l  of  exercife.  To  preferve 
good  health,  a  female  fhould  have  the  gaiety  of 
a  woman  of  fafliion,  with  the  prudence  and  pre- 
caution of  a  Quaker. 

A  moral  or  political  caufe  may  like  wife  aid  us 
in  explaining  why  women  are  more  fubje^t  to 
confumptions  than  men.     It  is  the  want  of  a 
will,  or  a  civil  exiftence.     The  fubmiflion  to 
which  women  are  habituated  has  the  efFe£l  of 
chains,   which   comprefs  the  limbs,  caufe  ob- 
{l:ru(SI:ions,  deaden  the  vital  principle,  and  impede 
the  circulation.     The  depreffion  of  the  mind 
has   a   tendency  to  enfeeble  the   body.     This 
fubmiffion  to  fathers  and  hufbands  is  more  re- 
markable among  the  Quakers  than  among  the 
other  fe^ls.     The   time   will   doubtlefs    come, 
when  we  fhall  be  convinced  that  phyfical  health, 
as  well  as  political  happinefs,  may  be  greatly 
promoted  by  equality  and  independence  of  opi- 
nions among  all  the  members  of  fociety, 

Confumptions,  however,  are  not  fo  numerous 
in  America  as  is  generally  imagined.   This  name 

is 
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is  ignorantly  given  to  many  other  dlforders 
which  reduce  the  body  to  the  fame  meagre  ftate 
which  follows  a  decay  of  the  lungs.  This  ap- 
pearance deceives,  and  may  ealily  deceive  the  at- 
tendants of  the  fick,  who  give  information  to 
thofe  who  keep  the  bills  of  mortality. 

Another  difeafe  very  common  here  is  the  fore- 
throat  ;  when  putrid,  it  is  mortal.  It  generally 
proceeds  from  exceflive  heats,  cold  drinks,  and 
careleflhefs  in  clothing;. 

When  we  refle£l  that  Europe  was  formerly 
fubje£t  to  thefe  epidemical  difeafes,  and  that 
they  have  difappeared  in  proportion  to  the  pro- 
grefs  of  cultivation,  we  are  tempted  to  believe 
that  they  belong  to  new  countries  in  the  infancy 
of  cultivation. 

The  difeafe  known  in  Europe  by  the  name 
of  influenza,  is  likewife  common  in  America: 
it  made  great  ravages  in  1789.  It  began  in  Ca- 
nada, paffed  through  New  York,  and  very  foon 
infeiled  Pennfylvania  and  the  Southern  States. 
Its  fymptoms  are  laffitude,  feeblenefs,  chills, 
heats,  and  the  headach.  It  refpeds  no  age  or 
fex,  and  efpecially  precipitates  to  the  tomb  thofe 
who  were  attacked  by  the  confumption. 

The  fever  and  ague  may  be  ranked  in  the  clafs 
of  thefe  cruel  epidemics ;  but  it  is  more  terrible, 
as  its  returns  are  annual.     It  not  only  vifits  the 

niarfhy 
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marfhy  countries  and  the  fea-coaft,  but  it  is  feea 
even  in  the  healthy  region  of  Albany.  It  is 
combated  by  the  Peruvian  bark ;  but  the  moil: 
fuccefsful  remedy  is  a  journey  among  the 
mountains,  or  into  the  northern  States.  This 
fever,  more  humane  than  men,  fubjedls  not  to 
its  empire  the  black  Haves.  This  exemption  is 
attributed  to  a  cuftom  they  preferve  v^'ith  obfti- 
nacy,  of  keeping  fires  always  in  their  cabins, 
even  in  the  hotted  feafon.  The  negroes  are  ac- 
cuftomed  to  confider  exceffive  heat  as  a  guaran- 
tee of  healthy  and  you  will  fee  a  negrefs,  while 
fhe  labours  in  the  field,  in  the  ardour  of  a  burn- 
ino-  fun,  expofe  her  infant  to  its  fires,  rather  than 
lay  it  under  the  refrefhing  fliade  of  a  tree.  This 
negrefs  has  not  heard  of  the  curious  experi- 
ments of  Dr.  Inginhoufe  on  the  fatal  effefls  of 
Ihades  and  the  night  air,  but  you  fee  that  fhe 
knows  their  efie6ls. 

Among  the  maladies  common  in  the  United 
States  mufl  be  reckoned  the  "pleurify  and  the 
peripneumony,  though  they  are  lefs  frequent 
than  formerly.  The  fmall-pox,  which  former- 
ly made  fuch  havocks  in  the  United  States,  is 
lefs  formidable  fince  the  general  practice  of  in- 
oculation. 

There  are  many  phyficians  at  Philadelphia, 

aiid  you  will  perhaps  aflign  this  as  the  caufe  of 

S  fo 
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fo  many  difeafes.  You  will  be  wrong.  They 
are  faid  to  be  ikilful ;  they  are  generally  Grangers 
to  quackery.  I  know  fome  of  them  who  are 
highly  refpe6lable,  as  well  for  their  virtues  as 
for  their  knowledge  ;  fuch  as  Rufli,  Griffiths, 
Wifneer  ;  the  two  laft  are  Quakers. 

The  greateft  part  of  thefe  phyficians  are,  at 
the  fame  time,  apothecaries.  They  continue  to 
unite  thefe  two  fciences  out  of  refpeit  to  the 
people,  who  wi(h  that  the  man  who  orders  the 
medicine  (hould  likewife  prepare  it.  There  are, 
however,  other  apothecaries,  of  whom  the  phy- 
ficians purchafe  their  drugs. 

The  pradlce  of  this  country  is  the  English 
practice;  that  is,  they  are  much  in  the  ufe  of 
violent  remedies.  Laxatives  are  little  in  ufe. 
Almoft  all  the  phyiicians  of  this  country  are 
formed  at  the  fchool  of  Edinburgh,  and  this  is 
the  caufe  of  their  predilection  for  the  Englifh 
pracllce. 

I  know  a  Dr.  Bailey  of  this  country,  a  man 
of  good  abilities,  but  perhaps  too  inflammable 
and  too  cauftic,  who,  much  irritated  at  the  pre- 
ference given  by  his  countrymen  to  the  Englifli 
practice,  was  refolved  to  open  a  communication 
between  this  country  and  the  fchools  of  France. 
This  refolution  did  him  the  more  honour,  as 

he 
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he  was  known  in  politics  for  an  Anglican,  and 
a  decided  royalift. 


LETTER     XXIX. 

LONGEVITY,  AND  CALCULATIONS  ON  THE 
PROBABILITIES  OF  LIFE  IN  THE  UNITED 
STATES. 

YOU  may  think,  perhaps,  after  the  account 
that  I  have  given  you  of  the  maladies 
which  affli6t  America,  that  human  life  is  fhorter 
here  than  in  Europe.  It  is  a  prejudice  ;  and  as  it 
has  been  accredited  by  many  writers,  and  by 
fome  even  who  have  travelled  in  America,  it 
becomes  a  duty  to  deftroy  it.     , 

The  Abbe  Robin,  one  of  thefe  travellers,  has 
declared,  that  after  the  age  of  twenty-five,  the 
American  women  appear  old  ;  that  children  die 
here  in  greater  proportion  than  in  Europe ;  that 
■liore  are  very  few  old  people,  &c.  &c.  M.  Paw, 
I  believe,  had  uttered  thefe  fables  before  him. 
Nothing  is  more  falfe.  I  have  obferved  with 
care  the  women  between  thirty  and  fifty  years 
of  age  :  they  have  generally  a  good  appearance, 

good 
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good  health,  and  are  «vea  agreeable.  I  have 
feen  them  of  fifty,  with  fuch  an  air  of  frefli- 
iiefs,  that  they  would  not  have  been  taken  by 
an  European  for  more  than  forty.  I  have  feeii 
women  of  fixty  and  feventy,  fparkling  with 
health.  I  fpeak  here  efpecially  of  the  women 
of  New  Hamplliire,  MaflachuiTets,  and  Connec- 
ticut. 

In  Pennfylvania  you  do  not  fee  the  fame  tints 
adorn  the  interefting  vifages  of  the  daughters 
and  wives  of  the  Quakers;  they  are  generally 
pale. 

I  have  paid  attention  to  their  teeth.  I  have 
feen  of  them  that  are  fine  ;  and  where  they 
are  otherwife,  it  is,  as  in  England,  more  ov/ing 
to  hot  drinks  than  to  the  climate. 

Not  only  the    number  of  aged   perfons  are 
more  confiderable  here  than  in  Europe,  as  I  am. 
going  to  prove  to  you,  but  they  preferve  gene- 
rally their  faculties,  intellecflual  and  phylical. 

I  was  told  of  a  minifler  at  Ipfwich  in  MafiTa- 
chufets,  who  preached  very  Vv^ell  at  ninety 
years  of  age  ;  another,  of  the  fame  age,  walked 
on  foot  to  church  on  Sunday  twenty  miles.  A 
Mr.  Temple  died  at  the  age  of  an  hundred  in 
1765,  and  left  four  daughters  and  four  fons  of 
the  following  ages,  86—85 — 83 — 81 — 79 — 77 

But 
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But  I  will  not  confine  myfelf  to  fuch  light 
obfervations.  I  will  give  you  fome  tables  of 
mortality,  and  of  the  probabilities  of  life,  in 
this  country.  This  is  the  only  n:iethod  of  con- 
veying to  you  certain  information. 

Tables  of  longevity  may  be  every  where 
confidered  as  the  touchftone  of  governments ; 
the  fcale  on  which  may  be  meafured  their  ex- 
cellencies and  their  defeats,  the  perfection  or 
degradation  of  the  human  fpecies. 

The  general  caufes  of  longevity  are, 

1.  The  falubrity  of  the  atmofphere  and  of 
the  country. 

2.  The  abundance  and  goodnefs  of  the  ali- 
meiits. 

3.  A  life  regular,  a£live,  and  happy. 

We  muft,  then,  confider  the  exterior  cir- 
cumftances  as  relative  to  the  occupations  of 
men,  to  their  morals,  to  their  religion,  and 
their  government. 

Wherever  property  is  centered  in  a  few 
hands,  where  employment  is  precarious  and  de- 
pendent, life  is  not  fo  long  ;  it  is  cut  off  by 
grief  and  care,  which  abridge  more  the  princi- 
ple of  life  than  even  want  itfelf.  Wherever 
the  government  is  arbitrary,  and  tyranny  de- 
fcends  in  divifions  from  rank  to  rank,  and  falls 
heavy  on  the  lower  clafles,  life  muft  be  fhort 

among 
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among  the  people,  becaufe  they  are  flaves  ;  and 
a  miferable  (lave,  trampled  on  at  every  moment, 
can  enjoy  neither  that  eafe,  nor  that  regularity, 
nor  that  interior  fatisfa(£tion,  which  fuflains 
the  principles  of  life.  The  exceffes  and  morti- 
fications attending  on  ambition,  abridge,  in  an 
equal  degree,  the  life  of  the  clafs  which  tyran- 
nizes. 

On  applying  thefe  moral  and  political  confi- 
derations  to  the  United  States,  you  may  con- 
clude, that  there  can  be  no  country  where 
the  life  of  man  is  of  longer  duration  ;  for,  to 
all  the  advantages  of  nature,  they  unite  that  of 
a  liberty,  which  has  no  equal  on  the  Old  Con- 
tinent ;  and  this  liberty,  let  us  not  ceafe  to  re- 
peat it,  is  the  principle  of  health. 

If  any  government  fhould  wifli  to  revive  the 
fpeculation  of  life  annuities  on  felecled  heads, 
I  (hould  advife  to  fele6l  them  in  the  north  of 
the  United  States. 

It  is  difficult  here  to  obtain  regular  tables  of 
births  and  deaths.  There  are  fome  fe^ls  who 
do  not  baptife  their  children,  and  whofe  regif- 
ters  are  not  carefully  kept  ;  others  who  baptife 
only  their  adults.  Some  of  the  fick  have  no 
phyficians  or  furgeons,  and  their  attendants  who 
give  the  information  are  not  exadl.  The  con- 
llant  fluduations  occafioned  by  emigrations  and 

Vol.  I.  X  immi2:ra- 
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immigrations,  ftill  incieafe  the  difficulty.  Yet 
we  may  approach  near  the  truth,  by  taking  for 
examples  fuch  fea-ports  as  are  more  occupied  m 
the  coafllng  trade  than  in  long  voyages  ;  it  is  for 
this  reaibn  that  I  have  chofen  the  towns  of  Sa- 
lem and  Ipfvvich  in  Maflachufetts.  I  take  thefe 
tables  from  the  Memoirs  of  the  Academy  of 
Bofton — Memoirs  little  known  in  France. 

Dodor  Halley,  for  the  ftandard  of  his  tables 
of  mortality,  chofe  Breflaw  in  Germany,  on 
account  of  its  interior  fituation  and  the  regular 
employment  of  its  inhabitants.  By  the  calcu- 
lations of  thefe  political  arithmeticians,  five 
perfons  in  twelve  die  at  Breflaw  before  the  age 
of  five  years. 

At  Ipfwich,  a  village  at  the  northward  of 
Bofhon,  fix  only  in  thirty-three  die  within  that 
age.  At  Breflaw,  one  in  thirty  attains  the  age 
of  eighty  years  ;  at  Ipfwich,  one  in  eight.  This 
difproportion  is  enormous  ;  and  this  longevity 
is  found  in  many  other  parts  of  MafiTachufetts 
and  New  Hampfhire. 

At  Woodftock,  in  Connedlicut,  one  hundred 
and  thirteen  perfons  have  died  in  eleven  years  ; 
of  thefe  twenty-  one  were  feventy  years  old  and 
upwards,  and  thirteen  v/ere  eighty  and  upwards. 
This  gives  fomething  more  than  the  proportion 

7  of 
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of  an  o6logeiiary  in  nine.   Thefe  fa£ls  are  taken 
from  authentic  regiflers. 

The  minifter  of  Andover  in  New  Hampfliire, 
a  refpe£lable  and  well  informed  man,  has  af- 
fured  me,  that  more  than  one  in  eight  males 
and  females  in  his  neighbourhood  pafs  the  age 
of  feventy  years  ;  and  that  this  obfervation  is 
the  refult  of  long  experience  in  that  and  the 
neighbourino:  oarifhes. 

Compare  thefe  fii6ls  to  thofe  flated  by  M. 
Moheau  *.  He  fays,  that  in  the  ifland  of  Ole- 
ron,  of  14,000  inhabitants,  there  are  but  five 
or  fix  o6logenaries,  and  but  one  for  forty- two 
in  the  lift  of  deaths  in  the  Ifle  of  Rhe,  which 
is  reckoned  remarkably  healthful. 

The  minifter  of  Andover  made  to  me  ano- 
ther obfervation,  which  tends  to  confirm  a  {yf- 
tern  advanced  by  an  author  whofe  name  I  for- 
get— It  is,  that  men  of  letters  enjoy  the  great- 
eft  longevity.  He  told  me,  that  the  oldeft  men 
were  generally  found  among  the  minifters.  This 
fa(ft  will  explain  fome  of  the  caufes  of  longevi- 
ty ;  fuch  as  regularity  of  morals,  information, 
independence  of  fpirit,  and  eafy  circumfiances. 

But  you  will  be  better  able  to  judge  of  the 

*  See  Recherches  et  Conjideratiom  fur   la  Population  de  la. 
France  J  page  192. 

X  2  longevity 
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lonn-evity  in  the  United  States,  bv  the  table  of 
the  probabilities  of  life  given  to  me  by  the  re- 
fpectable  Dr.  Wiglefworth,  of  the  Univerlity 
of  Cambridge.  It  contains  a  comparifoa  of 
thefe  probabilities  in  New  England,  in  England, 
in  Sweden,  in  Germany,  in  Holland,  and  in 
France. 

The  firfl:  column  gives  the  ages  ;  the  follow- 
ing one  gives,  by  years,  and  decimal  parts  of  a 
year,  the  probabilities  of  life  among  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  different  places  mentioned.  You 
will  fee  in  this  table,  that  the  probabilities  of 
life  in  this  part  of  the  United  States,  furpafs 
thofe  of  England  and  Sweden,  even  thofe  of 
the  annuitants  whofe  lives  ferved  for  the  bafis 
to  the  tables  of  Kerfbooni  ;  and  that  they  al- 
moil:  equal  thofe  of  the  annuitants  which  ferved 
as  the  bafis  to  the  calculations  of  M.  de  Par- 
cieux,  for  the  eflablifliment  of  life  annuities*. 

The  fecond  column  is  appropriated  to  the 
graduates  of  the  Univerfity  of  Cambridge,  the 
inirfery  of  minifters  and  ftatefmen  for  that  part 
.of  the  country.  The  probabilities  in  this  co- 
lumn are  calculated  on  the  whole  lift  of  2:ra- 
duates,  received  fince  the  year  171 1. 

*  We  readily  conceive  that  the  probabilities  of  common 
life  in  France  and  Holland,  are  much  inferior  to  thcfe  tables  of 
annuitants. 

Ilingham, 
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loDf^evity  in  the  United  States,  by  the  table  of 
the  probabih.tics  of  life  given  to  rne  by  the  re- 
fpcclable  Dr.  Wiglefworth,  of  the  Univerfity 
of  Cambridge.  It  contains  a  comparifon  of 
thefe  probabilities  in  New  England,  in  England, 
in  Sweden,  in  Germany,  in  Holland,  and  in 
France. 

The  firll:  column  gives  the  ages  ;  the  follow- 
ing one  gives,  by  years,  and  deciinal  parts  of  a 
year,  the  probabilities  of  life  among  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  different  places  mentioned.  You 
will  fee  in  this  table,  that  the  probabilities  of 
life  in  this  part  of  the  United  States,  furpafs 
thofe  of  England  and  Sweden,  even  thofe  of 
the  annuitants  whofe  lives  ferved  for  the  balls 
to  the  tables  of  Kerfboom  ;  and  that  they  al- 
nioft  equal  thofe  of  the  annuitants  which  ferved 
as  the  bafis  to  the  calculations  of  M.  de  Par- 
cieux,  for  the  eflablidiment  of  life  annuities*. 

The  fecond  column  is  appropriated  to  the 
graduates  of  the  Univerfitv  of  Cambrido-e,  the 
nurfery  of  minifters  and  ftatefmen  for  that  part 
.of  the  country.  The  probabilities  in  this  co- 
lumn are  calculated  on  the  whole  lift  of  2:ra- 
daates,  received  hnce  the  year  171 1. 

*  We  readily  conceive  that  the  probabilities  of  common 
life  in  France  and  Holland,  are  much  inferior  to  thefe  tables  of 
annuitants. 

Ilingham, 


A  COMPARATIVE  TABLE 

OF    THE 

PROBABILITIES  OF  LIFE  IN  NEW  ENGLAND  AND  IN  EUROPE. 


NEW  r.NGLAND. 

ENGLAND. 

1            SWEDEN. 

GERMAt 

>JY. 

HOL- 
LAND. 

FRANCE 

;j 

B 

a 

X 

5? 

3 

a 

^ 

s. 

S 

CHESTER. 

-< 

STOCKHOLM. 

In  the  Kingdom. 

g 

t? 

» 

0 

> 

1 

a; 

1 

1 
B 

1 
a 

u 

H 

2? 

3. 
0 
1 

1: 

a 
p 

H 

P 

<?- 

F, 

1 

1 

■  p 

i 

3 

i 

^ 

1 

> 
1 

1 

56.07 

3^.46 

37.89 

26.1 

31.^6 

30.85 

32.00 

3478 

35-5ii 

21.40 

26.80 

33-63 

35-58 

30.88 

3!-76 

33-27 

37-OI 

1° 

33-40 

sv«' 

34-97 

23 

6 

28.93 

28 

27 

29-25 

.3^-27 

32.66 

19.42 

23 

98 

30.34 

32-17 

27.80 

28 

70 

30.92 

33-96 

3? 

30.70 

3o.li, 

31.S9 

21 

5 

20.O? 

25 

b8. 

25.97 

2q.2b 

29-43 

.7.5S 

21 

62 

27.09 

29.03 

24.92 

15 

5b 

28.36 

3°-73 

40 

264; 

28.28 

28.74 

19 

b 

23.18 

23 

08 

22.92 

2/3.37 

26.40 

.5.6. 

19 

21 

23-75 

25.21 

22.13 

22 

'^5 

25.49 

27-3° 

4! 

22.9 

25,11 

25. So 

'7 

8 

20.78 

20 

52 

20.20 

23.50 

23-35 

.3.78 

'7 

'7 

20.71 

22.57 

19.56 

'9 

f>5 

22.34 

23-77 

fo 

19. S6 

22.08 

22.79 

0 

17-55 

'7 

99 

17.64 

20.62 

20,49 

11.95 

15 

17.72 

19.26 

17.07 

16 

55 

19.41 

20.24 

fs 

17-75 

1847 

I9.-2  2 

'4 

2 

14.87 

15 

5H 

15.14 

17.52 

■7-47 

10.36 

8q 

14.9S 

,6.15 

'4-77 

■3 

bS 

16.72 

16.88 

60 

14.63 

ii;.2o 

15.49 

12 

4 

.2.3b 

M 

.2.36 

14.20 

i486 

S69 

10 

45 

12.24 

M.oS 

12.30 

28 

14.. 0 

13.811 

"I 

11.31 

12.29 

12.98 

10 

5 

10.05 

10 

8H 

10.79 

11.94 

12.30 

7-39 

8 

30 

9.78 

.0,49 

9.86 

9 

'5 

ir.5b 

11.07 

70 

10.01 

9.68 

10.4^ 

8 

8 

8.12 

8 

bo 

8.05 

8.81 

10.00 

5.S1 

6 

lb 

7.60 

7.91 

7-45 

7 

48 

9.15 

8.34 

7i- 

8.39 

7.63 

8.40 

7 

2 

6.44 

6 

54 

7.00 

7-"4 

7.87 

4.09 

4 

39 

5.89 

6.03 

5-5" 

b 

17 

bSi 

5-79 

So 

6.96 

b.o, 

6.87 

S 

0 

5-14 

4 

75 

5-43 

5.20 

S-75 

4-27 

4-47 

4.08 

5 

06 

5.05 

473 

«5 

3.06 

5.02 

4.96 

3-50 

3 

37 

4-2) 

4.85 

3.16      3..0 

2.36 

4 

18 

3-3« 

.3-45 

EXPLANATION. 

The  firfl:  column  gives  the  ages ;  the  following  ones  give,  by  years  and  decimal  parts  of  a  year,  the  probabilities  of  life  among 
the  inhabitants  of  the  different  places  mentioned.  The  fecond  column  regards  the  Graduates  of  Harvard  College,  at  Cambridge, 
near  Bofton  :  Hingham,  which  forms  the  third,  is  in  Maffachufetts ;  and  Dover,  which  forms  the  fourth,  is  in  New  Hamp- 
ftire.     The  other  columns  are  taken  from  the  work  of  Dr.  Price, 
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Hingham,  which  forms  the  third  column,  is 
at  the  South-eaft  of  Boftoii.  The  occupations 
and  manners  of  life  in  this  place,  are  much  the 
fame  as  in  the  reft  of  Maflachufetts.  The  pro- 
babilities in  this  column  are  taken  from  the  lift 
of  deaths,  made  with  great  care  for  fifty  years, 
by  Doctor  Gay. 

The  column  for  Dover,  fituated  on  the  river 
Pifcutuay,  twelve  miles  from  the  fea,  in  New 
Hampfhire,  is  formed  from  the  lift  of  deaths 
kept  for  ten  years,  by  Doftor  Belknap,  minifter 
of  that  place. 

The  other  columns,  which  regard  the  coun- 
tries in  Europe,  are  taken  from  the  work  of 
Dr.  Price. 

This  comparative  table  will  fix  your  ideas  on 
the  fubj€<£l  of  longevity  in  the  United  States. 
And  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  from  the  care  of  Dr. 
Wiglefworth  of  the  academy  of  Bofton,  and 
that  of  the  members  of  the  other  academies  in 
the  feveral  States,  we  may  foon  have  regular 
and  complete  tables  for  the  thirteen  States. 

To  fatisfy  your  curiofity  more  completely,  I 
will  now  give  you  a  lift  of  births,  marriages, 
and  deaths  in  a  particular  town  ;  that  you  may 
fee  the  proportion  between  the  births  and  deaths, 
and  the  ages  of  the  deceafed.  I  will  take  Sa- 
lem, which  is  confidered  as  a  very  unhealthful 

X  2  town. 
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town.  It  is  a  fea-port,  in  the  forty-fecond  de- 
o-ree  of  latitude,  five  leaojues  north-eaft  of  Bof- 
ton,  iituated  between  two  rivers,  on  a  fiat  piece 
of  land,  elevated  but  twenty  feet  above  the  le- 
vel of  the  fea  at  high  water  :  two  little  hills 
in  the  neighbourhood  ;  foil  Ught,  dry,  and  fandy, 
without  marfhes ;  the  inhabitants  not  (ubjed:  to 
epidemical  difeafes.  They  complain  at  prefent 
of  fome  nervous  and  hyflerical  diforders,  which 
were  formerly  unknown  to  them. 

Mr.  Holyoke  fent  to  the  Academy  of  Boflon 
the  two  following  tables  for  this  town  of  Sa- 
lem. 

TABLE  for  1 78 1. 

Deaths,      --------17^ 

Births,        --------317 

Baptifms,  --------     152 

Alarriages,      ------*       70 

Taxable  polls  ;  that  is,  males  above 
the  age  of  fiXteen,  and  reiiding  in 
the  town,         ------897 

Tranlient  perfons,     -----     200 

AGES  of  the  DECEASED. 

Still  born,  or  died  in  the  birth,     -     -       6 
Within  the  firft  month,    -     -     -     -       6 

AGES 
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II 


AGES  of  the  DECEASED  Continued. 
Between  one  month  and  one  year,    -     30 

one  and  two  years,   -     - 

■     two  and  five,       -     -     - 

five  and  ten,        -     -     - 

* '     ten  and  fifteen,  -     - 

-  fifteen  and  twenty, 

twenty  and  twenty-five, 

twenty-five  and  thirty, 

■  thirty  and  forty,        -     - 

' forty  and  fifty,    -     -     - 

fifty  and  fixty,     -     -     - 

-  '      fixty  and  feventy,     -     - 

feventy  and  eighty, 

"  eighty  and  ninety,    -     - 

Ages  unknown,    ------27 


20 
2 

7 

:> 
6 

5 

7 

24. 

10 

7 
2 

7 
6 


TABLE  for  1782. 

Deaths,      ------.«     jg^ 

Births,  about        ------  ^85 

Baptifms,        -------     j^g 

Marriages,  about       -----       84 

Taxable  polls,       -----.  1000 

Number  of  inhabitants,  about      -  9000 

X  4  AGES 
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AGES  of  the  DECEASED. 
Still  born,    --------14 

III  the  firft  month,       -----  1 1 

Between  one  month  and  one  year,    -  27 

"     one  and  two  years,   -     -     -  29 

■ two  and  five,        -     -     -     -  .  28 

. five  and  ten,         -     -     -     -  12 

ten  and  fifteen,    -     -     -     -  5 

• fifteen  and  twenty,   -     -     -  2'"^ 

twenty  and  twenty-five,      -  8 

twenty-five  and  thirty,        -  8 

>             thirty  and  forty,       -     -     -  .9 

. forty  and  fifty,    -     -     -     -  8 

fifty  and  fixty,     -     -     -     -  7 

■ •     fixty  and  feventy,      -     -     -  6 

feventy  and  eighty,         -     -  6 

— ~ —     eighty  and  ninety,    -     -     -  2 

Ages  unknown,         -     -     ^     -     -  9*  • 

You  will  recoUe£l  that  Salem  is  one  of  the 
moft  unhealthful  towns  in  America.     You  do 

*  In  the  American  journals  they  give  the  lifts  of  deaths. 
The  following  is  one  that  I  took  at  hazard  in  the  American 
Mufcum  for  May,  1790  : — Deaths,  N.  HampHiirc,  one  at  70 
years.  Mafi'achufetts,  many  at  71 — one  at  106 — one  at  92 — 
one  at  87.  Connecticut,  one  at  98 — one  at  91.  New  York, 
one  at  104..  New  Jerfey,  one  at  80.  Pennfylvania,  one  at 
84 — fcveral  at  76. 

not 
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not  find  in  the  above  two  lifts  the  proportion 
of  2;reat  ages  that  I  liave  mentioned  in  other 
places. 

The  year  1781  gives  175  deaths.  If  you 
look  for  the  population  of  Salem  by  the  general 
rule  of  thirty  living  for  one  dead,  the  number 
of  inhabitants  would  appear  to  be  5250—  whereas 
it  was  9000.  You  muft  then  count  for  Salem 
fifty  living  for  one  deceafed.  In  London  there 
dies  one  for  twenty-three  ;  and  in  the  country 
in  England,  One  in  forty  ;  in  Paris,  one  in  thirty; 
in  the  country,  one  in  twenty-four. 

In  1 78 1,  at  Salem,  the  births  are  as  one  to 
twenty-feven  of  the  inhabitants.  In  common 
years  in  France  it  is  as  one  to  twenty-fix. 

As  to  marriages,  M.  Moheau  reckons  for  the 
country  in  France  one  for  121,  and  for  Paris 
one  for  i6o.  In  iralem  you  muft  count,  for 
1781,  only  one  for  128.  But  this  is  far  from 
being  the  proportion  for  the  country  in  America. 
We  have  no  exacl  table  for  this  purpofe.  We 
mull:  wait. 

I  cannot  terminate  this  long-  article  on  Ion- 
gevity  without  giving  you  the  table  of  births 
and  deaths  in  the  Lutheran  cong-reeation  at 
Philadelphia  for  fourteen  years,  from  1 774  to 
J788.     The  proportion  is  curious. 

From 


3^4r 
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Births. 

Deaths. 

From  1774  to 

^775 

379 

156 

^775 

1776 

33^ 

^7S 

-   1776  — 

1777 

389 

124 

^777   — 

1778 

298 

169 

1778  - 

1779 

3^3 

178 

1779  — 

1780 

348 

186 

1780 

1781 

320 

158 

1781  — 

1782 

3^3 

162 

1782  — 

1783 

398 

219 

1783  - 

1784 

389 

2^5 

1784  — 

1785 

426 

^53 

1785  - 

1786 

420 

^57 

1786  — 

1787 

419 

150 

1787  - 

1788 

425 

178 

5175     2369 

You  will  obferve,  that  in  years  of  the  war 
the  births  were  lefs  numerous.  This  is  a  na- 
tural reflection,  which  ought  always  to  be  made 
by  any  one  who  makes  calculations  on  the  po- 
pulation of  America. 

Finally,  my  friend,  to  give  you  a  further 
idea  of  the  rapidity  of  population  in  America, 
take  the  tables  of  Rhode-Ifland  and  New-Jer- 
fey,  and  compare  theni  with  the  one  I  gave 
you  on  Pennfylvania. 

Poj^ulatkn 
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Population  of  Rhodc-IJland, 


Years. 

Whites. 

Blacks. 

1730 

— 

15,313 

— 

2,603 

1742 

' — 

29.755 

4,375 

1761 

35.939 

4,697 

1774 

54,435 

5.243 

17S3 

48,538 

— 

3^361 

'Hew  Jerfey, 

^13^  —  43.3^  —  3'9Sr 
1745  ^  S^^7^7  —  4,606 
1784      —    139,934      —     10,501 

You  obferve  by  thefe  tables,  that  the  popu- 
lation of  Rhode-Ifland,  which  had  almoft  dou- 
bled in  twelve  years,  from  thirty  to  forty-two, 
has  diminifhed  during  the  war.  But  with  what 
pleafure  do  you  fee  the  population  in  New  Jer- 
fey niore  than  tripled  in  forty  years,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  obflru6lions  occafioned  by  the  fame 
bloody  war  !  And  with  what  pleafure  do  you, 
who  are  the  defender  of  the  blacks,  obferve  that 
their  number  has  more  than  doubled  in  the  fame 
ipace  of  time  in  New  Jerfey :  though  the  im- 
portation of  them  was  prohibited  in  1775, 
though  the  war  coft  the  life  of  a  great  number 
of  negroes,  and  though  many  of  them  were 
flolen  by  the  Englifh  and  fold  in  their  iflands  ! 

From 
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From  all  the  hS.s  and  all  the  tables  which  I 
have  gh^en  you,  it  mud  be  concluded  that  the 
life  of  man  is  much  longer  in  the  United  States 
of  America,  than  in  the  mofl  falubrious  coun- 
tries of  Europe. 


LI/TTER     XXX. 


THE  PRISON    OF  PHIimDELPHI A,    AND  PRISONS 
IN   GENERAL. 

"ND  Philadelphia  likewife  has  its  prifon  ! 
1  love  to  believe,  that  for  the  firft  thirty 
or  forty  years,  when  the  Quakers  were  the 
magiftrates,  or  rather,  when  there  was  no  need 
of  magifiirates,  I  love  to  indulge  the  belief  that 
there  was  no  prifon.  But  iince  the  Englifli,  to 
deliver  themfelves  from  the  banditti  that  infefl- 
ed  their  ifland,  have  pradifed  letting  them  loofe 
upon  the  colonies, — fince  great  numbers  of  fo- 
rcip-n  adventurers  have  overfpread  the  country, 
erpecially  fince  the  laft  war,  which  has  aug- 
mented their  number,  reduced  many  to  mifery, 
and  habituated  others  to  crimes— it  has  been  ne- 
ceffary  to  reftrain  them   by  prifons.     One  faS: 

does 
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does  honour  to  this  State  ;  which  is,  that  among 
the  prifoners  of  Philadelphia,  not  one  in  ten  is 
a  native  of  the  country.  During  my  llay  i[i 
this  town,  one  robbery  only  has  been  commit- 
ted ;  and  this  was  by  a  French  Tailor. 

Almofl  all  the  other  priloners  are  either 
Irifl'imen  or  Frenchmen. 

This  prifon  is  a  kind  of  houfe  of  correcSlion. 
The  priloners  are  obliged  to  work  ;  and  each 
enjoys  the  profit  of  his  own  labour.  This  is 
the  beft  method  of  ameliorating  men  ;  and  it  is 
a  method  ufed  by  the  Qiiakers. 

Thofe  who  govern  the  houfe  of  corredtioii 
in  New  York,  on  confentins;  to  take  charge 
of  criminals  condemned  by  the  law,  have  ob- 
tained leave  to  fubflitute  to  whips  and  muti- 
lation their  humane  method  of  corredion  ; 
and  they  daily  fucceed  in  leading  back  to  in- 
duftry  and  reafon  thefe  deluded  men. 

One  of  thefe  Quakers  was  aiked,  by  what 
means  it  was  poflible  to  correct  men  who  dif- 
honour  human  nature,  and  who  will  not  work. 
"  We  have  two  powerful  inOruments,"  (re- 
plied the  Qu^aker,)   '*  hunger  and  hope." 

By  the  fniall  number  of  Pennfylvanians  con- 
tained in  the  prilon  of  Philadelpliia,  we  may 
conclude,  tha^-,  were  it  not  for  the  flrnnc^ers, 
the  government  of  tlii-  town,  like  that  of  Nan- 
tucket, 
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tucket,  might  have  a  prifoii  with  open  doors, 
of  which  honour  and  repentance  are  the  only 
keepers. 

But,  after  all,  what  is  the  ufc  of  prifons  ? 
why  thofe  tombs  for  living  men  ?  the  Indians 
have  them  not ;  and  they  are  not  the  worfc  for 
it.  If  there  exifts  a  country  where  it  is  poffi- 
ble,  and  where  it  is  a  duty  to  change  this  fyf- 
tem,  it  is  America  ;  it  is  therefore  to  the  Ame- 
ricans that  I  addrefs  the  following  reflexions  : 

Prifons  are  fatal  to  the  health,  liberty,  and 
morals  of  men.  To  prefer ve  health,  a  man  has 
need  of  a  pure  air,  frequent  exercife,  and  whole- 
fome  food.  In  a  prifon,  the  air  is  infedled, 
there  is  no  fpace  for  exercife,  and  the  food  is 
often  deteftable. 

A  man  is  not  in  health  but  when  he  is  with 
beings  who  love  him,  and  by  whom  he  is  be- 
loved. In  prifon,  he  is  with  Grangers  and  with 
criminals.  There  can  exift  no  fociety  between 
them  ;  or,-  if  there  does,  he  mull;  either  be 
oblis:ed  to  llrus^de  without  ceaiinsr  againft  the 
horrid  principles  of  thefe  wicked  men,  which 
is  a  torment  to  him  ;  or  he  adopts  their  princi- 
ples and  becomes  like  them. — A  man  by  living 
conftantly  with  fools,  becomes  a  fool  himfelf ; 
every  thing  in  life  is  coatagion  and  correfpond- 
encc. 

By 
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By  imprifontnent  you  fnatch  a  man  from 
his  wife,  his  children,  his  friends  ;  you  deprive 
him  of  their  fuccour  and  confolation ;  you 
plunge  him  into  grief  and  mortification  ;  you  cut 
him  off  from  all  thofe  connexions  which  render 
his  exiftence  of  any  importance.  He  is  like  a 
plant  torn  up  by  the  roots  and  fevered  from  its 
nourifhing  foil ;  and  how  will  you  expe6l  it  to 
exift  ? 

The  man  who  has  for  a  Ion 5:  time  vegetated 
in  a  prifon,  who  has  experienced  frequent  con- 
vullions  of  rage  and  defpair,  is  no  longer  the 
fame  being,  on  quitting  this  abode,  that  he  was 
when  he  entered  it.  He  returns  to  his  family, 
from  whom  he  has  been  long  fequeftered  ;  he 
no  more  meets  from  them,  or  experiences  in 
himfelf,  the  fame  attachment  and  the  fame  ten- 
dernefs. 

In  putting  a  man  in  prifon  you  fubjecl  him 
to  the  power  of  the  gaoler,  of  the  turnkey,  and 
of  the  commiffary  of  the  prifon.  Before  thefe 
men  he  is  obliged  to  abafe  himfelf,  to  difguife 
his  fenfations,  to  conftrain  his  pafiions,  in  order 
that  his  mifery  may  not  be  increafed.  This 
flate  of  humiliation  and  conftraint  is  horrible  to 
him  ;  and  befides,  it  renders  his  mafters  impe- 
rious, unjuft,  vexatious,  and  wicked. 

To  oblige  a  freeman  to  ufe'  fupplication  to 

obtain 
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obtain  juftice,  is  to  do  him  a  lafting  injury.  The 
tree  that  is  once  bent  from  its  'natural  form  ne- 
ver acquires  it  again. 

The  laws  which  ordain  the  habeas  corpus  are 
wife  and  natural.  But  they  do  not  ordain  it  in 
all  cafes.  A  prifoner  for  debt,  who  cannot  ob- 
tain furety,  muft  remain  a  prifoner.  A  man 
accufed  of  a  capital  offence,  who  will  be  pro- 
bably acquitted  on  trial,  cannot  enjoy  the  be- 
nefit of  this  law.     Thefe  are  abufes. 

Is  it  not  much  more  fimple  to  imitate  the  In- 
dians, to  grant  every  man  the  privilege  of  his 
own  houfe  for  a  prifon,  though  you  are  obliged 
to  put  a  centinel  at  his  door  ?  and  for  thofe  that 
have  no  houfe  of  their  own,  eftablifh  a  public 
houfe,  where  they  can  purfue  their  occupations. 
If  fuch  regulations  are  necelTary  for  any  fo- 
ciety,  it  is  furely  for  the  one  which  has  good 
morals,  and  willies  to  preferve  them  :  if  they 
arc  any  where  practicable,  it  is  among  a  people 
where  great  crimes  are  rare.  Recolle61:,  my 
friend,  that  but  within  a  itv^  years  before  the 
laft  war,  no  capital  punilhment  had  ever  been 
infliCled  in  Connedlicut. 

I  am  furprifed  then  that  the  penalty  of  death 
is  not  totally  abolifhcd  in  this  country.  Man- 
ners here  are  ,fo  pure,  the  means  of  living  fo 
abundant,  and  fnifery  {q  rare,  that  there  can  be 

no 
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no  need  of  fuch   horrid  pains  to  prevent  the 
commiflioii  of  crimes. 

Do6tor  Ru(h  has  juft  given  force  to  all  thefe 
arguments  in  favour  of  the  abolition  of  the  pu- 
nifhment  of  death,  tje  has  not  yet  fucceeded  ; 
but  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  State  of  Pennfyl- 
vania,  and  even  all  the  States,  difengaging 
themfelves  from  their  ancient  fuperflition  for 
the  Englifh  lau'S,  will  foon  dare  to  give  to  Eu- 
rope a  great  example  of  juftice,  humanity,  and 
policy.  Any  objections  that  may  be  made 
againft  this  reform  in  Europe  will  not  apply  in 
this  country. 


LETTER    XXXT. 

THE    QUAKERS.         THEIR     PRIVATE     MORALS, 
THEIR    MANNERS,    &C. 

I  HAVE  prdmifed  you,  my  friend,  a  particu- 
lar article   on  this   refpeclable   fociety.       I 
this  day  perform  my  promife. 

You   remember   with  what   infulting  levity 

M.  de  Chaftellux  has  treated  them  in  the  very 

fuperficial  journal  which  he  has  publifhed.  You 

Vol.  I.  Y  recolk-a 
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recoiled  the  energic  cenfure*  which  I  paffed 
on  his  errors,  his  fallehoods,  and  his  calunnnies. 
You  have  not  forgot  the  ftupid  perfecution  that 
this  cenfure  brought  on  me,  and  the  manoeuvres 
employed  to  ftifle  my  work  by  that  fame  witty 
Marquis,  and  by  other  academicians,  who  wifh- 
ed  to  tyrannize  public  opinion,  and  monopolize 
reputation. 

And  now,  my  friend,  I  have  been  able  to 
compare  the  portrait  which  I  had  made  of  them 
with  the  original ;  and  I  am  convinced  that  it 
is  very  nearly  juft.  At  leafl  the  portrait  does 
not  flatter  them.  I  endeavoured  to  guard  my- 
felf  from  the  prejudices  which  their  flattering 
reception  of  me  might  have  occafioned.  The 
way  was  prepared  for  this  reception  by  the 
Apology  which  1  had  publifhed  in  their  favour  ; 
it  was  tranflated  into  Englifh  even  here,  by 
fome  refpe<5lable  members  of  the  fociety,  and 
diftributed  every  where  with  profufion ;  and 
I  find  to  my  fatisfailion,  that  it  has  contributed 
to  diffipate  the  unhappy  prejudices  which  the 
indifcretions,  boafts,  and  farcafms,  of  our  fri- 
volous academician  had  excited  againfl  the 
French  nation. 

*   See  Examcn  critique  des  Voyages  dam  /'  Amcrlquc    Scpten- 
Uonolc  de  M.  k  Alarquh  de  Chajiellux. 

7  Simplicity, 
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Simplicity,  candour,  and  good  faith,  charac- 
terize the  actions  as  well  as  the  difcouries  of  the 
Quakers.  They  are  not  affeded,  but  they  are 
fincere;  they  are  not  polifhed,  but  they  are 
humane  ;  they  have  not  that  wit,  that  fparkling 
wit, — without  which  a  man  is  nothing  in 
France,  and  with  which  he  is  every  thing  ;  but 
they  have  good  fenfe,  a  found  judgment,  an  up- 
right heart,  and  an  obliging  temper  of  mind.  If 
I  wiftied  to  live  in  fociety,  it  would  be  with  the 
Quakers  :  If  I  wifhed  to  amufe  myfelf,  it  would 
be  with  my  countrymen.  And  their  women — 
you  alk,  what  are  they  ?  They  are  what  they 
fhould  be,  faithful  to  their  hufbands,  tender  to 
their  children,  vigilant  and  economical  in  their 
houfehold,  and  limple  in  their  ornaments.  Their 
principal  chara£leriftic  is,  that  they  are  not  eager 
to  pleafe  all  the  world  :  negledlful  of  the  exte- 
rior, they  referve  all  their  accomplifl-i meats  for 
the  mind.  Let  us  fay  it,  let  us  not  ceafe  to  re- 
peat it,  it  is  among  manners  like  thefe  that  we 
are  to  look  for  good  houfeholds,  happy  families, 
and  public  virtues.  But  we,  miferable  wretches ! 
gangrened  with  our  own  civilization  and  polite- 
nefs,  we  have  abjured  thefe  manners.  And 
who  among  us  is  happy  ?  unlefs  you  can  find  a 
man  who  has  the  courage  to  content  himfelf 
with  a  life  of  nature,  and  to  live  like  people  of 

Y  2  '  former 
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former  ages»  If  you  conform  to  nature^  fays 
Seneca,  you  will  never  he  poor  ;  if  to  opinion^ you 
will  never  be  rich. 

I  will  not  recal  to  your  mind  all  that  M.  Cre- 
vecoear  has  faid  of  the  Quakers  :  I  only  wifh  to 
fay  to  you  what  he  has  not  faid. 

Simplicity  is  a  favourite  virtue  with  the  Qua- 
kers ;  and  the  men  ftill  follow,  with  fome  ex- 
adnefs,  the  counfel  of  Penn  :  "  Let  thy  gar- 
ments be  plain  and  fimple  ;  attend  to  conveni- 
ence and  decency,  but  not  to  vanity.  If  thou 
art  clean  and  warm,  thy  end  is  accomplifhed ; 
to  do  more,  is  to  rob  the  poor  *.'* 

I  have  {ttw  James  Pemberton,  one  of  the 
moft  wealthy  Quakers,  and  one  whofe  virtues 
have  placed  him  among  the  mofl:  refpedable  of 
their  chiefs;  I  have  i&^w  him  wear  a  thread-bare 
coat,  but  it  was  neat.  He  likes  better  to  clothe 
the  poor,  and  to  expend  money  in  the  caufe  of 
the  blacks,  than  often  to  change  his  clothes. 

You  know  the  drefs  of  the  Quakers — a  round 
hat,   generally   white ;    cloth    coat ;   cotton   or 

*  See  Fru'iis  of  SoUiiidc^  he.  by  William  Penn.  In  thefe  in- 
ilances  of  re-tranflation,  it  is  fcarcely  pofllble  to  preferve  ex- 
aclly  the  expreffions  of  the  original  author. .  Any  deviations 
of  this  fort  are  therefore  to  be  imputed  not  to  a  define  of  chang- 
ing his  phrafeology,  but  to  the  misfortune  of  not  having  at  hand 
the  original  work. 

woollen 
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woollen  ftockings ;  no  powder  on  their  hair, 
which  is  cut  (hort  and  hangs  roniid.  They 
commonly  carry  in  the  pocket  a  little  comb  in 
a  cafe  ;  and  on  entering  a  houfe,  if  the  hair  is 
difordered,  they  comb  it  without  ceremony  be- 
fore the  firll:  mirror  that  they  meet. 

The  white  hat,  which  they  prefer,  has  become 
more  common  here  fince  Franklin  has  proved 
the  advantages  which  it  pofTeffes,  and  the  incon- 
veniencies  of  the  black. 

The  Quakers  in  the  country  generally  wear 
cloth  made  in  their  own  houfes.  And  at  their 
general  meeting  here,  in  September  this  year, 
which  confifted  of  more  than  fifteen  hundred, 
nine-tenths  of  the  number  were  clothed  in 
American  cloth.  This  is  an  example  to  the 
other  feds. 

There  are  fome  Quakers  who  drefs  more  like 
other  fe(5ls;  who  wear  powder,  lilver  buckles, 
and  rufRes.  They  are  called  wet  quakers.  The 
others  regard  them  as  a  kind  of  fchifmatics,  or 
feeble  men.  They  are  admitted,  indeed,  into 
their  churches  on  Sunday,  but  never  to  their 
monthly  or  quarterly  meetings. 

It  is  not  more  than  fifteen  years  fince  it  was 
a  kind  of  crime  in  all  feds  in  America  to  wear 
powder.  In  general,  manners  have  changed 
iince  the  war,   by  the  intercourfe  of  European 

Y  3  armies. 
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armies.  But  to  the  honour  of  the  Quakers, 
theirs  have  not  changed.  This  is  to  be  at- 
tributed to  the  rigour  of  their  difcipline,  and  to 
their  difcarding  thofe  who  violate  it. 

They  put  on  woollen  ftockings  the  15th  of 
September  ;  it  is  an  article  of  their  difcipline, 
which  extends  to  their  clothing ;  and  to  this  is 
to  be  attributed  their  remarkable  longevity. 
Among  the  few  companions  of  William  Penn  in 
1693.  fix  are  now  alive — Edward  Drinker,  born 
in  1680,  has  been  dead  but  two  years.  It  is 
from  the  intimate  convi<5lion  of  the  advantages 
of  their  maxims,  that  they  perfevere  in  them 
with  fmgular  conftancy.  Their  Angularities  are 
the  efre6t  of  reafon  and  long  experience. 

The  Quaker  women  drefs  more  comfortably 
than  thole  of  the  other  fe<£ts  ;  and  this  renders 
them  lefs  fubjedt  to  ficknefs.  Age  and  fortune, 
however,  caufe  much  greater  diftin^lions  in  their 
drefs  than  in  that  of  the  men.  The  matrons 
wear  the  graveft  colours,  little  black  bonnets, 
and  the  hair  fimply  turned  back.  The  young 
women  curl  their  hair  with  great  care  and 
anxiety  ;  which  cods  them  as  much  time  as  the 
moft  exquifite  toilet.  They  wear  little  hats 
covered  with  filk  or  fatin.  Thefe  obfervations 
gave  me  pain.  Thefe  young  Quakereires, 
whom   nature   has   fo    well    endowed,    whofe 

charms 
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charms  have  fo  little  need  of  the  borrowed  hand 
of  art,  are  remarkable  for  their  choice  of  the 
fineft  linens,  muflins,  and  lilks.  Elegant  fans 
play  between  their  fingers.  Oriental  luxury 
itfelf  would  not  difdain  the  linen  they  wear. 
Is    this   ao-reeable   to    the   doiSlrine   of  Penn  ? 

o 

"  Modefty  and  mildnefs,"  fays  he,  "  are  the 
richeft  and  fined  ornaments  of  the  foul.  The 
more  fimple  the  drefs,  the  more  will  beauty  and 
thefe  quahties  appear." 

I  fay  it  with  freedom,  and  I  ought  to  fay  it 
to  my  friends  the  Quakers  (for  I  am  fure  they 
will  read  me ;  and  I  would  not  flatter  my 
friends  ;  a  hint  of  good  advice  is  always  well 
received  by  them),  that  if  any  thing  can  dif- 
crcdit  their  principles  abroad,  it  is  the  relaxation 
infenfibly  introduced  into  their  manners  and 
cuftoms.  Their  tafte  in  linens  and  filks  is  re- 
garded by  others  as  a  hypocritical  luxury,  ill- 
difguifed  -,  which  is  abfurd,  at  leaf!  among  men 
fo  apparently  devoted  to  fimplicity  and  au- 
flerity. 

Luxury  begins  where  utility  ends.  Now, 
where  is  the  utility  to  the  body  in  the  ufe  of  the 
fined  of  linen  ?  And  how  ufefully  might  the 
money  be  employed  which  is  now  applied  to 
this  luxury  !  There  are  fo  many  good  actions  to 
be  done  !    fo  many  perfons  in  want  ! 

Y  4  Luxury 
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Luxury  difplayed  in  fimple  things  announces 
more  vanity  than  when  difplayed  in  an  ordinary 
manner ;  for  it  feems  to  be  confidered  as  the 
mieafure  of  wealth,  of  which  they  affed;  to  de- 
fpife  the  oftentation.  Indeed,  it  announces  a 
mind  not  truly  penetrated  with  the  great  prin- 
ciples of  morality — a  mind  that  places  its  happi- 
nefs,  not  in  virtue,  but  in  appearance. 

And  what  an  ill  example  is  thus  given  to  the 
other  Americans   by  the  Quakers,   who   have 
been  to  them  the  models  of  fimplicity  ?  Their 
country  does  not,  and  will  not  for  a  long  time, 
manufadlure   thefe  fine    linens,    thefe   delicate 
muflins,  of  which  the  texture  is  fcarcely  percep- 
tible.    They  mufl  be  purchafed  in  foreign  coun- 
tries, to  which  they  have  recourfe  for  fo  many 
articles  of  neceflity.      Thus  this  luxury  drains 
from  their  country  the  money  fo  much  wanted 
for  the  extenfion  of  agriculture  and  other  ufeful 
enterprifes.      Let  the  Quakers  who  read   this 
article,  meditate  upon  it ;   let  them  refled,  that 
the  ufe  of  rum,   againft  which  they  raife  their 
voice   with    great    energy  and  juftlce,    cannot 
make  more  ravages  in  America  than  the  intro- 
dudion  of  luxury  in  their  fociety.     I  made  the 
fame  remark  on  the  houfehold  furniture  of  thofe 
who  are  rich  among  them.      It  has  the  appear- 

anc<; 
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ance  of  fimpliclty ;  but  in  many  inftances  it  is 
certainly  expenfive. 

Happily,  this  luxury  has  not  yet  found  its 
way  to  the  tables  of  the  Quakers.  Their  din- 
ners are  folid,  fimple,  and  elegant,  enlivened  by 
ferene  and  fenfible  converfation,  and  endeared 
by  hofpitality.  They  drink  beer,  Philadelphia 
porter,  cider,  and  finifh  with  a  glafs  of  wine. 
None  of  thofe  fatiguing  toads,  which  are  rather 
provocatives  to  intoxication  than  accents  of 
patriotifm. 

Thofe  who  reproach  the  Quakers  with  fad- 
nefsand  morofenefs,  are  unacquainted  with  their 
true  character,  and  have  never  lived  with  them. 
I,  who  have  been  received  by  them  as  a  child, 
and  domefticated  as  a  friend,  judge  them  very 
differently.  I  have  found  among  them  moments 
of  gaiety,  of  cfFnfions  of  the  heart,  of  fprightly 
and  agreeable  converfation.  They  are  not  buf- 
foons, but  they  are  ferene;  they  are  happy,  and, 
if  gaiety  confifts  in  the  expreffion  of  heart-felt 
happinefs,  they  are  gay. 

We  Frenchmen  have  the  reputation  of  being 
gay,  of  laughing  at  every  thing,  of  balancing  a 
misfortune  by  a  pun.  This  is  a  folly.  To 
laugh  is  the  lign  of  gaiety,  and  gaiety  is  the  fign 
of  agreeable  fenfations.  To  be  gay,  therefore, 
in  the  depth  of  mifery  is  a  falfehood  or  a  folly  ; 

to 
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to  be  fereiie  and  unmoved,  is  wifdom.  We. 
ought  not  to  be  depreffed  by  misfortunes  ;  nei- 
ther  ought  we  to  laugh  at  them  :  the  one  is  a 
weaknels  of  mind,  the  other  is  madnefs  or 
fliupidity. 

The  calmnefs  which  characterizes  the  Qua- 
kers in  their  joy,  accompanies  them  like  wife  ia 
their  erief,  in  their  difcuffions,  and  in  all  their 
affairs.  They  owe  it  to  their  education  ;  they 
are  early  taught  to  curb  their  paffions,  efpecially 
that  of  anger  ;  to  render  themfelves,  as  they  call 
it,  immoveable ;  that  is  inaccefljble  to  fudden  emo- 
tions :  it  refults  from,  this,  that  on  all  occafions 
they  preferve  an  empire  over  themfelves  ;  and 
this  eives  them  a  s;reat  advanta2:e  in  difcuffion 
over  thofe  who  do  not  preferve  the  fame  temper. 
"  The  greatefl:  fervice,"  fays  Penn,  that  thou 
canft  render  to  reafon,  is  to  clothe  her  in  calm- 
nefs; and  he  that  defends  truth  with  too  much 
heat,  does  her  more  injury  than  her  adverfaries 
themfelves.'*  I  faw  an  example  of  the  effeds 
of  this  coolnefs  in  debate  in  my  friend  Myers 
Fiflier,  who  is  a  learned  and  virtuous  practitioner 
of  the  law.  I  heard  him  before  the  legiflature 
defen.d  tHe  caufe  of  the  Pitots  againft  a  bill,  the 
object  of  which  was,  to  reduce  their  pay.  Clear- 
nel's,  clofe  reafoning,  and  deep  erudition,  dil- 
tinguiihcd  his  difcourfe  ;  which  was  followed  by 
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luccefs.  He  preferved  conftaiitly  his  calmiiefs 
of  temper  amidll  the  frequent  attacks  and  iud- 
den  interriiptions  on  the  part  of  the  members  of 
the  AlTembly. 

The  Quakers  carry  to  the  borders  of  the  tomb 
this  fame  tranquilUty  of  mind ;  and  it  even 
forfakes  not  the  women  at  this  diftreffino: 
moment.  This  is  the  fruit  of  their  religious 
principles,  and  of  a  regular  virtuous  life.  They 
confider  Heaven  as  their  country ;  and  they 
cannot  conceive  why  death,  which  condu(5ls  to 
it,  fhould  be  a  misfortune. 

This  habitual  ferenity  does  not  diminifh  their 
fenfibiUty.  The  refpectable  Pemberton  re- 
counted to  me  the  death  of  a  beloved  daughter, 
which  happened  the  day  before.  I  could  fee  the 
tear  Ileal  down  his  cheek,  which  a  moment's 
refleclion  caufed  to  difappear.  Fie  loved  to  fpeak 
to  me  of  her  virtues  and  her  refio-nation  during 
her  long  agony.  "  She  was  an  angel,'*  (fays 
he,)  "  and  fhe  is  now  in  her  place.'* 

This  good  father  did  not  exaggerate.  You 
will  find  in  this  Society  many  of  thefe  celeftial 
images,  clothed  in  ferenity,  the  fymbol  of  eternal 
peace  and  confcious  virtue. 

I  cannot  explain  to  you  the  facl ;  but  it  is 
true,  that  I  feel  an  expanfion  of  foul  in  their 
fociety.      I  meet  a  man  of  a  pure  mind, — I  ami 

at 
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at  once  at,my  eafe, — we  are  like  intimate  aad 
©Id  acquaintance, — we  underftand  each  other 
■without  fpeaking.  A  corrupted  man,  a  (harper, 
a  man  of  the  world,  produces  on  me  a  contrary 
impreflion.  My  foul  contracts  and  recoils  upon 
itfelf,   like  a  fenfitive  plant. 

The  portrait  which  I  have  given  you  of  the 
Quakers,  is  not  only  the  refult  of  my  own  ob- 
fervations,  but  Vv'hat  has  been  told  me  by  en- 
lio-htened  men  of  the  other  fed's. 

I  afked  one  day,  in  company,  the  following 
queftion  :  "Is  there  a  greater  purity  of  morals, 
more  fimplicity,  more  integrity,  more  honefty 
among  the  Quakers,  than  any  other  feds  r"  A 
man  diil:in2;uilhed  for  his  information  and  his  at- 
tschmcnt  to  the  new  conftitution,  anfwered  me  : 
*'  I  am  a  Prefbyterian  ;  but  I  mud  dcchire  that 
the  Quakers  excel  aU  leds  In  the  qualities  yoti 
mention.'*  It  is  not  that  they  are  ail  pure  and 
irreproachable  ;  it  is  not  that  there  are  not  {harp- 
ers among  them.  The  reputation  of  the  ied:, 
and  the  advantage  that  may  be  made  of  it,  have 
naturally  brought  into  it  fome  hypocritical  profe- 
lytes  and  rafcals.  A  man  would  counterfeit  a 
guinea  rather  than  a  halfpenny;  but  the  Quakers 
are  very  ih'ict  in  expelling  from  their  foclety 
thofe  who  are  found  guilty,  I  do  not  fay  of 
crimes,  but   of  thofe  breaches  of  delicacy  and 

probity 
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probity  which  the  laws  do  not  punlOi.  The 
public  is  often  ignorant  ot  this  excommunica- 
tion, becaufe  the  excommunicated  member  con- 
tinues to  go  to  their  pubhc  meetings  on  Sunday. 
He  cannot  be  hindered  from  this;  but  h<e  is 
never   admitted    to  their  monthly  or  quarterilj 


meetings. 


LETTER  XXXII. 

ON    THE     REPROACHES      MADE     AGAINST     THE 
(iUAKERS  BY  DIFFERENT  WRITERS. 

^  I  '^HE  fpeclacle  of  virtue  gave  pain  to  the 
Jt.  v>'icked  ;  and  they  avenged  themfelves  by 
decrying  it.  You  "muft  not  then  be  furprifed 
that  writers  have  endeavoured  to  injure  this 
fanftified  body.  One  of  thofe  who  attempted 
it,  with  the  moft  bitternels,  is  the  author  of 
KechercJjes  fur  ks  JLlats  Unis^  publiflied  the  be- 
ginning of  this  year.  He  has  dilated,  in  a  long 
chapter,  all  the  calumnies  which  he  had  before 
uttered  in  a  letter  under  the  name  of  one  of  his 
countrymen,  printed  in  the  Paris  Journal  of  the 
iixteenth  of  November,    1786. 

This  author  is  Mr.  Mazzei,   an  Italian,  who 
^•elided   lome  years  in    Mrginia.  and  has  fuice 

fettled 
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fettled  ill  France.  He  might  naturally,  among 
the  planters  in  Virginia,  contradl  prejudices 
againft  the  Quakers ;  friends  of  diffipation,  of 
luxury,  of  (lavery,  of  pleafure,  and  of  oftenta- 
tion,  regard  with  an  evil  eye,  a  fociety  who 
preach  and  pra6tife  economy  and  fimplicity. 
Mr.  Mazzei  is,  befides,  unacquainted  with  the 
Quakers,  having  never  lived  in  their  intimacy  : 
his  teftimonv  then  ouo;ht  to  have  little  weig-ht. 
He  cites  as  his  authority,  the  Virginians  and  the 
French  military  officers. 

Tlie  French,  and  efpecially  the  French  offi- 
cers, cannot  in  general  be  good  judges  in  this 
matter ;  fome  of  them  facrifice  too  much  to  the 
rage  of  ridicule ;  others  have  principles  too  dif- 
ferent from  the  Quakers  j  and  almofl  all  of 
them  are  fuperficial  obfcrvers. 

Yet  1  muil:  fay,  in  praife  of  the  French  army, 
that  they  always  refpe(5led  the  Quakers.  The 
commander  in  chief  had  made  of  their  meetinsi:- 
houfe  at  Newport,  a  magazine  of  arms.  He 
gave  it  up  to  them  on  their  requeft.  An  Eng- 
lish general  would  have  condu6led  himfeif  very 
differently. 

In  another  inftance,  a  French  officer  had 
quartered  fome  loldiers  at  the  houfe  of  a  Quaker; 
out  of  refpe£l  to  their  principles,  he  did  not 
fuffer  them  to  depofit  their  arms  in  the  houfe. 

M.  de 
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M.  de  Chaftellux  was  far  from  thcfe  princi- 
ples. The  caufe  of  his  prejudice  was,  that  at 
the  time  when  he  travelled  in  America,  the 
Quakers  were  not  treated  with  refpeO:,  becaufe 
they  refufed  to  take  part  in  the  war.  He 
caught  the  general  contagion  of  diflike,  without 
ever  hearing  or  feeing  any  of  them  ;  and  it  was 
to  pleafe  the  pretty  graceful  women  of  Paris, 
that  he  ridiculed  the  interior  grace  of  the  Quii- 
kers. 

Among  the  writers  in  their  favour,  are  Vol- 
taire, Raynal,  M*Auley,  Crevecoeur.  What 
names  on  this  fubje(St  can  be  placed  in  oppolition 
to  them  ? 

In  abufing  the  Q^nkers  he  is  obliged  to  con- 
fefs  that  their  fingular  ideas  have  raifed  them  in 
certain  points  much  above  other  men. 

He  pretends,  likevvife,  that  thcv  have  defe6ls ; 
and  where  have  I  denied  it  r  I3i  hommes^  ibi 
erunt  vitia,  fays  Tacitus.  And  the  Quakers 
are  men.  But  I  fay  that  their  principles  guard 
them  more  from  vice  than  thcie  of  other  men, 

Mr.  Mazzei  confefTes,  that  for  economy  and 
application  to  bufinefs,  their  condu6l  is  truly 
exemplary  and  worthy  of  pralfc.  It  is  from  thefe 
twofources  that  flow  all  the  private  and  civil  vir- 
tues ;  for  a  man,  who  by  princi^/ic  is  economi- 
cal and  attentive  to  bis  bulinefs,  has  nothing  to 

fear 
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fear  from  a  numerous  family.  If  he  has  maiijr 
children,  he  loves  them  ;  for  he  fees  tl\e  means 
of  providing  for  them  with  eafe.  Such  a  man 
is  neither  a  gambler  nor  a  debauchee.  Such  a 
man  is  a  good  hufband  ;  for,  placing  all  his  hap- 
pinefs  in  domeftic  life,  he  is  forced  to  be  good, 
in  order  to  be  beloved  ;  and  he  cannot  be  happy, 
but  by  rendering  thofe  happy  who  are  round 
him.  Why  did  not  this  critic  fee  the  confe- 
quences  that  muft  follow  from  the  truth  which 
he  admits  ?  Why  did  he  not  fee  that  it  ef- 
faced all  the  ill  that  he  fays  afterwards  of  the 
Quakers  ?  Why  did  he  not  fee  that  it  raifed 
them  above  every  other  fe£l  ?  For,  with  others, 
example,  habit,  or  other  variable  circumftances, 
may  render  men  economical  and  vigilant  in 
bufinefs  ;  while  every  Quaker  is  fo  from  a  prin- 
ciple in  his  religion ;  a  principle  from  which  he 
cannot  deviate,  without  cealing  to  be  a  Quaker. 
Economy  and  induftry  are  with  them  an  effen- 
tial  part  of  their  religion;  how  much  ftrongeris 
fuch  a  motive  than  all  thofe  which  produce  thefe 
in  other  men  ! 

Mr.  Mazzei  acknowledges,  that  in  hofpltality 
and  beneficence  they  are  not  inferior  to  other 
men.  He  ought  to  have  laid  they  were  fupcrior ; 
for  charity  and  hofpitality  flow  from  economy 
and  ealy  circumftances.    The  man  that  has  more 

means, 
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means,  lefs  real  wants,  and  no  fantaftlcal  ones, 
and  who  really  loves  his  fellow  creatures,  is 
iiecefTarily  beneficent  and  hoipitable ;  and  fuch 
is  the  lituatioii  and  fuch  the  charader  of  the 
Qu^akers. 

But  the  great  reproach  that  Mr.  Mazzei 
brings  upon  them  is,  that  they  are  fuperior  in 
hypocrify.  To  judge  of  this  accufation,  let  ns 
fee  in  what  hypocrify  confifts. 

For  a  man  to  pretend  to  fentiments  which  he 
.does  not  polTefs,  to  virtues  which  he  does  not 
pra£life — or,  in  a  word,  to  appear  what  he  is 
not,  is  what  is  meant  by  hypocrify. 

Now  arc  not  the  Quakers  what  they  appear 
to  be?  This  is  the  point  to  be  proved.  To 
convi£l  them  of  religious  hypocrify^  you  muft 
prove  that  they  do  not  believe  in  the  Holy  Spirit, 
and  in  the  Gofpel ;  you  mufl  prove  them  to  be 
Infidels  or  Atheifts  under  the  malk  of  Chrifti- 
anity. 

If  ;/Z(5r^/ hypocrify  is  intended,  you  muft  prove 
that  they  conceal  libertinifm,  diffipation,  and 
cruelty  to  their  families,  under  the  veil  of  auf- 
terity,  economy,  and  apparent  tendernefs..  Is 
it  political  hypocrify  ?  you  muft  then  prove  that 
ihey  wifli  fecretly  for  places  and  dignities, 
which  they  have  renounced  ;  that  they  long  to 
Vol.  I.  .  -w      Z  mallacre 
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mafTacre  their  fellow  creatures,  while. they  pro- 
fefs  a  horror  for  the  effufioii  of  human  blood  ; 
that  they  are  really  felfifli,  under  the  mafk  of 
friends  and  benefaclors  to  the  human  race  ; 
that  they  are  proud  and  haughty,  under  the  ap- 
pearance of  fimplicity. 

In  a  word,  hypocrify  is  a  vague  term^  and 
as  long  as  it  is  not  applied  to  facfls,  it  fignifies 
nothing.  It  does  not  fuffice  for  its  j unification, 
to  fay,  that  the  Quakers  are  Frotejlant  Jefuits, 

This  is  but  a  new  calumny,  as  vague  as  the 
other.  I  afk  for  fadts.  If  the  Quakers  refem- 
ble  the  Jefuits  in  mildnefs,  indulgence,  toler- 
ance, and  the  art  of  perfualion,  it  is  to  refem- 
ble  them  on  the  virtuous  fide.  M.  Mazzei  fays, 
they  do  not  refemble  them  in  every  thing,  and 
he  thus  effaces  what  M.  de  Chaftellux  had  wan- 
tonly advanced  on  this  charge. 

I  am  not  aftoniHied  that  the  Quakers  have 
the  art  of  perfuafion.  They  have  poffefled  it 
for  a  hundred  and  fifty  years  ;  which  is  a  proof 
that  they  merit  the  public  confidence ;  they 
mufl  have  lofl  it  had  they  been  charletans  or 
hypocrites. 

The  cry   of   hypocrliy   is   generally   fet  upt 
aiiainft  the  mofl  crrave  and  religious  fe£ls,  and 
by  thofe  men  who  are  feeking  to  juflify  their 
«wn   corruption.     It  feems,   that   having  re- 
nounced 
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nounced  all  virtues,  they  like  not  to  take  the 
trouble  to  feign  them  ;  or  perhaps,  to  get  rid  of 
the  weight  of  efteem  which  is  due  to  virtue, 
they  calculate,  that  it  is  eafier  to  deny  its  ex- 
igence. 

M.  Mazzei  accufes  the  CVuakers  of  want  of 
punduality  and  equity  in  their  commerce  ;  he 
adds,  that  it  is  their  national  character,  Obferve, 
my  friend,  that  neither  Mazzei  nor  Chaftellux 
adduces  a  fmgle  fadt,  nor  a  fingle  authority  for 
this  aflertion.  It  muft  then  be  a  pure  calumny. 
If  this  was  the  character  of  the  Quakers,  would 
fa6ls  be  wanting  to  prove  it  ? 

I  have  too  often  heard  repeated  this  accufa- 
tion  of  knavery  againfl:  them  ;  I  have,  with  the 
greatefl  care,  confulted  Englifh  and  Americans 
of  all  fe(51:s,  and  French  merchants  who  have 
had  dealings  with  them  ;  and  I  have  not  been 
able  to  hear  of  a  iinsile  fa£l  as  an  iiiftance  of 
difhonefty.  The  word  that  has  been  tbld  me, 
is,  that  they  are  cunning,  ftrict,  and  inflexible; 
that  they  have  no  refpe(5l  for  perfons  or  fe(fts. 
I  was  told  too,  as  M.  Mazzei  has  printed,  that 
they  underftand  very  well  how  to  fell,  that  they 
fell  dear.  I  have  {hewed  in  my  anfwer  to  Chaf- 
tellux,  the  abfurdity  of  any  reproach  like  this. 
To  underftand  the  art  of  felling,  does  not  fup- 
pofe  a  want  of  probity  ;  it  is  the  fpirit  of  corn- 
Z  2  mcrce  ; 
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merce  ;  I  will  fay  more,  it  is  the  general  cha- 
tatfter  of  the  Americans;  they  are  artful:  I 
will  explain  the  caufe  of  it  hereafter. 

Mr.  Bingham,  one  of  the  mail  opulent  citi- 
zens of  Philadelphia,  and  one  who,  from  his- 
otlentation  and  luxury,  cannot  be  very  favour- 
able to  the  Quakers,  fpoke  of  them  to  me  in 
the  highefl:  praife.  He  faid,  that  they  were 
extremely  pun6tual  in  fulfilling  their  engage- 
ments, and  that  they  never  live  beyond  their 
income. 

And  this  will  explain  the  common  faying  that 
you  fo  often  hear  repeated  at  Philadelphia,  that 
the  Qoakers  are  fo  cunning  that  the  Jews  them- 
feives  cannot  live  among  them.  Ufurious  Jews- 
can  never  live  among  economical  men,  who 
have  no  need  of  borrowing  money  at  enormous 
interefi:  ;  for  a  fimilar  reafon,  a  feller  of  pork 
cannot  live  among  Jews. 

M.  Mazzei  accufes  the  Qu^akers  of  a  deftre 
of  gain  \  though  he  is  not  fo  formal  in  this  ac- 
eufation  as  M.  de  Chaflellux.  I  will  take  this 
opportunity  to  make  a  remark  on  this  common 
reproach,  with  which  it  is  fo  faihionable  to  re- 
vile,* not  only  the  Quakers,  but  commercial  peo- 
ule  in  c^eneral. 

,  The  author  of  PhiJofophical  Travels  hi  Eng- 
iand  fiys,  "  We  are  luckily  exempted  in  Franc? 

from 
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frofn  that  fpirit  of  avarice,  that  defire  of  gain ; 
and  we  owe  this  exemption  to  the  pride  of  a 
numerous    body    of    nobles." — More    luckily, 
liowever,  we  are  at  prefent  exempted  from  this 
very  ufeful  body.     But  I  would  afk  this  noble 
traveller,  with  what  fpirit  thefe  honourable  no- 
bles beg  and  fawn  for  lucrative  places  and  pen- 
iions  ?  With  what  fpirit  do  they  engage,  under 
borrowed  names,  in  all  fpeculations  and  ftock- 
jobbing?     With   what  fpirit  do  they    require 
large  gratifications  for  their  patronage,   lecret 
bribes  from  the  Farmers- General,  and  a  covered 
intereft  in  every  enterprize  that  is  carried  on  in 
the  kingdom  }     Is  this  the  fame  fpirit  ;  or  is  it 
better  or  worfe  than  the  defire  of  gain  which 
appears  to  them  fo  vile  in  a  merchant  ?     In  two 
refpeds  thefe  men  are  infinitely  below  the  mer- 
chant ;  in  the  hypocrify  of  pretending  to  de- 
fpife  a  metal  which  they  burn  to  poffefs,  and  in 
the  ufe  which  they  make  of  it.    Money  gained 
in  commerce,  is  generally  employed  in  extend- 
ing commerce  and  ufeful  fpecula-tions  ;  money 
gained  by  a  noble,  is  fpent  in   luxury,  vanity, 
■debauchery,  and  creating  new  poifons  in  fociety. 
The  defire  of  gain  in  a  merchant,  confifts  in 
amafi^ng  wealth,  in  preferving  it,  and  in  watch- 
ing over  his  affairs  with  a  confiant  attention. 
Such  then   is  the  crime  of  the  Quaker.^.     But 

2;  3  j.r^ 
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in  reproaching  them  with  it,  we  ought  to  con- 
fider  attentively  the  circumflances  of  that  fo- 
eiety  :  their  rehgious  principles  exclude  them 
from  all  ambitious  views,  from  all  places  and 
employments  ;  they  muft  then  attend  wholly 
to  their  induftry,  to  the  fupport  and  eftablifh- 
ment  of  their  children.  They  have,  therefore, 
more  need  of  amaffing  property  than  other  ci- 
tizens, who  may  find  the  means  of  placing  their 
children  in  public  offices,  in  the  army,  the  navy, 
or  the  church. 

Finally,  the  Quakers,  having  renounced  the 
occupations  of  intrigue,  of  amufements,  and 
even  of  literature  and  the  fciences,  muft  be 
occupied  wholly  in  buiinefs  ;  and  confequently 
appear  more  vigilant,  that  is,  in  the  language  of 
lazy  nobility,  niore  avaricious. 

M.  Mazzei  agrees,  that  the  Quakers  are  vir- 
tuous ;  but  does  not  allow  them  to  rank  in  this 
refpeft  above  other  fe6ls.  He  believes,  that 
other  feds  have  produced  men  as  perfecl  as  this. 
I  believe  it  as  well  as  he :  the  image  of  Fenelon 
gives  me  as  agreeable  an  imprellion  as  that  of 
Fothergill  or  Benezet.  But  I  maintain, —  ift, 
that  the  fedl  of  the  Qiiakers,  in  proportion  to 
their  number,  has  produced  more  of  thefe  pro- 
digies. 2d,  that  no  fe(5t  prefents  to  us  a  totali- 
ty io  pcrfed  and  harmonious,  and  an  aflemblage 

of 
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of  men  fo  pure  and  virtuous,  or  fo  conftant  a 
ferles  of  great  and  good  actions.  To  prove 
this  laft  aflertion,  I  will  only  call  to  your  mind 
the  emancipation  of  flaves,  executed  by  them 
with  unanimity,  with  the  fame  fpirit,  and  fol- 
lowed by  numerous  efforts  to  abolish  iflavery, 
and  to  meliorate  and  educate  the  blacks.  Let 
any  one  cite  to  me  in  all  other  feds  a  fimilar 
inftance  of  difintereftednefs  and  humanity.  Let 
a  fecSl  be  mentioned  which,  like  this,  has  made 
it  a  law  never  to  take  any  part  either  in  priva- 
teering *,  or  in  contraband  trade,  even  in  a  fo- 
reign country  ;  for  they  will  not  tempt  a  fo- 
reigner to  violate  the  laws  of  his  own  country. 

During  the  laft  war,  the  Quakers  pafled  a 
refolution,  that  whoever  of  their  fociety  fhould 
pay  a  debt  in  paper  money  (then  depreciated) 
Ihould  be  excommunicated  ;  while,  at  that  time, 
it  was  a  crime  to  doubt  of  the  goodnefs  of  this- 
paper  ;  and  the  Quakers,  like  all  other  citizens, 
were  obliged  to  receive  it  from  their  debtors  at 
(the  nominal  value. 

*  I  ought  to  mention  the  condutSl  of  a  Quaker,  who  in  the 
■Jaft  war  reftored  to  the  original  owner  his  part  of  a  prize  ac- 
vcidentall.y  taken  by  a  merchant's  ihip,  in  which  he  was  intereft- 
.ed. 
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LETTER    XXXIII. 

THE  EXTENT    OF    THE   SOCIETY  OF  QUAKERS, 
THEIR  RELIGIOUS  PRINCIPLES,  SiC, 


A  SOCIETY,  fimple  in  Its  manners,  econo- 
mical, and  devoted  principally  to  agricul- 
ture and  commerce,  muft  necelTarily  increafe 
"with  great  rapidity.  Pennfylvania  may  be  con- 
iidered  as  the  mother  country  of  the  Quakers, 
who  form  a  majority  of  its  population.  They 
are  numerous  in  the  States  of  New-York, 
New- Jerfey,  Maryland,  and  Rhode-IOand ;  fome 
in  New-Hamp(hire  and  Maflachufetts.  Many 
of  the  Quakers  have  planted  their  tabernacles 
in  that  delightful  valley  which  is  wafhed  by  the 
Shenadore,  beyond  the  firil  chain  of  mountains. 
They  have  no  (laves ;  they  employ  negroes  as 
hired  fervants,  and  have  renounced  the  culture 
of  tobacco  :  and  this  valley  is  obferved  as  the 
bef^  cultivated  part  of  Virginia. 

They  hav-e  puflied  their  fcttlements  llkewlfe 
into  the  two  CaroIInas  and  Georgia.  They 
are  bet^iiming  eftabllfhments  near  the  Ohio,  and 

have 
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have  a  confiderable  one  already  at  Redftone,  oix 
the  Monon^ahela. 

It  is  to  be  wifhed,  for  the  happinefs  of  the 
Indians,  and  the  peace  of  America,  that  all  the 
planters  of  the  frontiers  polTefled  the  pacific 
principles  of  the  Quakers  :  a  lading  union  would 
foon  be  formed  between  them  ;  and  blood  would 
no  longer  ftain  the  furrows  which  American 
induftry  traces  in  the  forefts. 

The  religion  of  the  Quakers  is  the  fimpleft 
imaginable.  It  confifts  in  the  voice  of  confci- 
ence,  the  internal  fentiment,  the  divine  infl:in£V, 
which,  in  their  opinion,  God  has  imparted  to 
every  one.  This  inftindl,  this  light,  this  grace, 
which  every  perfon  brings  into  the  world  with 
him,  appears  to  them  the  only  guide  necelTary 
for  the  condu6t  of  life.  But  to  underftand  the 
guide,  it  is  necefl'ary  to  know  it  ;  to  be  known, 
it  fhould  often  be  interrogated.  Hence  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  frequent  meditations  ;  hence  the  nul- 
lity of  all  formal  worfhip,  and  the  miniflration 
of  priefls  :  for  they  coniider  forms  as  fo  many 
obftacles,  which  turn  the  attention  from  the 
voice  within  ;  and  priefts  poffefling  no  more  of 
the  Divine  Spirit  than  other  men,  cannot  fup- 
ply  the  want  of  meditation. 

I  have  (hewn  in  my  Critique  on  the  Travels 
of  Chaftellux,  how  much  this  meditative  wor- 

ihip 
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fliip  of  the  Deity  is  fuperior  to  the  mechanical 
worfhip  of  other  feds.  I  have  proved  that  the 
man  who  adores  his  Creator  by  meditating  on 
his  own  duties,  will  neceffarily  become  good, 
tolerant,  jiift,  and  beneficent.  You  have  here 
the  key  both  of  the  moral  character  of  the  Qua- 
kers, and  of  its  extraordinary  duration.  Their 
virtue  is  an  habit,  a  fecond  nature. 

The  Quakers  have  been  much  ridiculed  for 
their  behef  in  this  interior  principle.  For  their 
calumniators,  fome  of  whom  have  called  them- 
felves  philofophcrs,  are  ignorant  that  this  belief 
is  not  peculiar  to  the  Quakers.  We  find  it  in 
a  ereat  number  of  faeces,  who  have  merited  the 
homage  of  mankind.  With  Pythagoras,  it  was 
iheJLternalJFordf  the  Great-  Lights — with  Anax- 
agoras,  the  Div'me  Soul, — with  Socrates,  the 
Good  Spirit,  or  Deinon, — with  Timeus,  the  Uti' 
created  Principle, — with  Hieron,  the  Author  of 
Delight,  the  God  within  the  Man, — with  Plato, 
(he  eternal  ineffable  and perfeSl  Principle  of  Truihy 
—  with  Zeno,  the  Creator  and  Father  of  all, — 
and  with  Plotinus,  the  Root  of  the  SouL  When 
thefe  philofophers  endeavoured  to  charaderife 
the  influence  of  this  principle  within  us,  they 
ufed  correlpondeut  expreflions.  Hieron  called 
it  a  domejlic  God,  an  internal  God. — Socrates  and 
Timeus,  the  Gc7iius,  or  y^/;^^/,— Plotinus,  the 

Divine 
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Divine  Principle  in  Man, — and  Plato,  the  Rule  of 
the  Soul,  the  Internal  Guide,  the  Foundation  of 
Virtue. 

1  do  not  pretend  to  explain  to  you  all  the  re- 
ligious principles  of  the  Quakers;  this  would 
lead  me  too  far;  not  that  their  dogmas  are  very 
numerous,  for  their  dodlrine  is  more  fimple  and 
more  concife  than  their  morals.  But  this  article, 
as  well  as  their  hiftory,  ought  to  be  treated  at 
large.  I  can  affureyou,  that  all  the  French  au- 
thors who  have  written  on  them,  without  ex- 
cepting Voltaire,  have  been  ignorant  of  the  true 
fources  of  information.  They  have  contented 
themfelves  with  feizing  the  objeds  to  which 
they  could  give  a  caft  of  ridicule,  and  have 
thrown  afide  every  thing  that  could  render  that 
fociety  refpe6lable. 

One  inviolable  pra<Slice  of  theirs,  for  inflance, 
is,  never  to  difpute  about  dogmas.  They  have 
cut  off  an  endlefs  chain  of  difputations,  by  not 
admitting  the  authority  either  of  the  Old  or  New 
Teftament  to  be  fuperior  to  that  of  the  internal 
principle,  and  by  not  hiring  a  clafs  of  men  for 
the  fole  purpofe  of  difputing  and  tyrannizing, 
under  the  pretext  of  intruding.  What  torrents 
of  blood  would  have  been  fpared,  if  the  Catholics 
and  Proteftants  had  adopted  a  rule  of  condud  fo 
wife ;  if  inflead  of  quarrelling  about  unintelli- 
gible 
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gible  words,  about  writings  that  may  be  chang- 
ed, about  the  authority  of  the  Church  and  the 
Pope,  they  had  believed  in  the  internal  Spirit, 
which  for  each  individual  may  be  the  fecret 
guide !  This  guide  has  little  concern  with 
dogmas,  and  much  with  morals. 

Among  the  political  principles  of  the  Quakers, 
the  moil  remarkable  are,  never  to  take  an  oath, 
and  never  to  take  arms.  I  fhall  fpeak  of  the  latter 
in  an  article  by  itfelf ;  as  to  their  refufing  to  take 
an  oath,  it  may  be  faid,  that  an  oath  adds  no 
weight  to  the  declaration  of  an  honefl  man;  and 
perjury  has  no  terrors  for  a  knave. 

Their  difcipline  is  as  fimple  as  their  dodlrine. 
In  their  marriages,  their  births,  and  interments, 
they  ufe  only  the  forms  neceflary  to  verify  the 
exiftence  of  the  fad:. 

A  Quaker  cannot  marry  a  perfon  of  another 
fe£i:;  I  alked  the  reafon  of  this;  as  it  appeared 
^o  me  a  fign  of  intolerance.  *'  The  prefervation 
of  our  fociety,"  (replied  a  Quaker,)  "  de- 
pends on  the  prefervation  of  the  cuiloms  which 
diftinguifh  us  from  other  men.  This  fingularity 
forces  us  to  be  more  hcnefl: ;  and  if  we  ihould 
unite  our  families  with  ftrangers,  who  are  not  of 
our  fociety,  individuals  would  fwerve  from  our 
ufages,  and  confound  them  with  others.  A 
Quaker  woman   who  ihould  marry  a  Preiby- 

terian, 
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terian,  fubmits  herfelf  to  the  authority  of  a  m;iii 
over  whom  we  have  no  influence ;  and  the  fo- 
ciety  fubfiflis  only  by  this  domeftic  voluntary 
and  reciprocal  influence." 

This  influence  is  dire(5ted  by  their  different 
aflemblies.  The  naonthly  aflemblies  are  in 
general  compofed  of  feveral  neighbouring  con- 
gregations. Their  funcftions  are  to  provide  for 
the  fubliflence  of  the  poor,  and  the  education 
of  their  children ;  to  examine  the  new  converts, 
and  prove  their  morals;  to  fuftain  the  zeal  and 
the  religion  of  others;  to  hear  and  judge  their 
faults  by  means  of  fuperintendants  appointed  for 
this  purpofe;  to  decide  and  fettle  any  difpute 
that  may  arife  either  between  Quakers,  or  be'- 
tVvxen  a  Quaker  and  a  flranger,  provided  the 
latter  will  fubmit  to  their  arbitrament.  This 
latter  objedt  is  one  of  the  mofl  important;  it  pre- 
vents that  cruel  fcourge,  fo  ravaging  in  other 
countries,  the  fcourge  of  lawyers,  the  fource  of 
fo  much  corruption,  and  the  caufe  of  fuch 
fcandalous  divifions.  This  cuflom  mufl  be  of 
great  advantage  to  ftrangers  who  liv^e  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Quakers.  The  fociety  ex- 
communicates a  member  who  will  *not  fubmit 
to  this  arbitration. 

Appeals    are    fometimes    carried    from    the 

monthly  to  the  quarterly  a (Tcmblies;   the  prin- 

7  cipal 
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cipal  bufinefs  of  the  latter  is  to  fuperintend  the 
operations  of  the  former. 

But  the  fuperintendance  of  the  whole  fociety 
belong:s  to  the  annual  affemblies.  Thele  receive 
reports  from  the  inferior  bodies  refpedling  the 
flate  of  all  parts  of  the  fociety,  give  their  advice, 
make  regulations,  judge  definitively  on  the  ap- 
peals from  the  lower  affemblies,  and  write  letters 
to  each  other,  in  order  to  maintain  a  fraternal 
correlpondence. 

There  are  feven  annual  affemblies.  One  at 
London,  to  which  the  Quakers  in  Ireland  fend 
deputies ;  one  in  New  England,  one  at  New 
York,  one  for  Pennfylvania  and  New  Jerfey, 
one  in  Maryland,  one  in  Virginia,  one  for  the 
two  Carolinas  and  Georsria. 

As  the  Quakers  believe  that  women  may  be 
called  to  the  miniftry  as  well  as  men,  and  as 
there  are  certain  articles  of  difcipline  which  only 
concern  the  women,  and  the  obfervance  of  which 
can  be  fuperintended  only  by  them,  they  have 
likewife  their  monthly,  quarterly,  and  annual 
meetings.  But  they  have  not  the  right  to  make 
regulations.  This  method  is  much  more  proper 
to  maintain  morals  among  women,  than  that  of 
our  Catholic  Confeffors^  which  fubje6ls  the 
feeble  lex  to  the  artifice,  the  fancies,  and  the 
empire  of  particular  men  5  which  opens  the  door 

to 


UNITED    STATES    OF    AMERICA.  351 

to  the  mofl  fcandalous  Ibenes,  and  often  carries 
inquifition  and  diirenfion  into  the  bolom  of 
famiUes, 

The  Quakers  have  no  falaried  priefts  ;  their 
minlfters  are  fuch  men  as  are  the  mod  remark- 
able for  their  zeal ;  they  fpeak  the  mod  fre- 
quently in  their  meetings ;  but  all  perfons,  male 
and  female,  have  an  equal  right  to  fpeak  when- 
ever they  feel  an  inclination. 

Thefe  miniflers,  with  fome  approved  elders, 
hold  monthly  meetings,  by  themfelves,  for  their 
own  inftru6lion.  In  thele  meetings  they  revife, 
and  order  to  be  printed,  fuch  works  as  they 
choofe  to  have  diftributed  ;  and  they  never  fail 
to  take  fuch  meafures,  as  that  ufeful  works 
fhould  be  fold  at  a  low  price. 

In  all  thefe  allemblies,  fome  of  which  arc 
very  numerous,  they  have  no  prefident,  nor  any 
perfon  who  aflumes  the  leaft  authority.  Yet 
the  greateft  order  and  harmony  are  always  ob- 
ferved.  You  never  hear  two  perfons  fpeak  at 
once  in  any  of  their  moil:  interefting  delibera- 
tions. 

But  what  will  furprife  you  more  is,  that  in 
their  numerous  aflemblies,  nothing  is  decided 
but  by  unanimity.  Each  member  has  a  kind 
of  fufpcnflve  negative.  He  has  only  to  fay,  / 
hai^€  not  clearnefs ;  the  queftion  is  then  ad- 
journed. 


252  NEW    TRAVELS    IN   THE 

journed,   and  not  decided  till  every  meriiber  i^ 
a2:reed. 

This  iifage  appears  to  me  highly  honourable 
to  the  fociety  ;  it  proves  a  v^onderful  union 
among  this  band  of  brothers ;  it  proves  that  the 
fame  fplrit  animates  them,  the  fpirit  of  reafon, 
of  truth,  and  of  the  public  good.  Deliberative 
affemblies  in  general  v^^ould  not  be  fubje£l  to 
fuch  long  and  violent  difcuffions,  if,  like  the 
Quakers,  they  v^ere  difengaged  from  all  per- 
fonal  ambition  ;  and  if,  to  refolve  doubts,  the 
members  addrefled  themfelves  only  to  the  con- 
sciences of  men. 

You  will,  perhaps,  conclude  from  this,  that 
this  fociety  can  do  but  little  bufinefs.  This 
will  be  a  miftake  ;  no  fociety  does  mor©  for  the 
public  good.  It  is  owing  to  them,  that  Phila- 
delphia has  hitherto  been  preferved  from  the 
danger  of  theatres.  Their  petition  this  year, 
fo  prevent  permiffion  being  obtained  to  eredt 
one,  has  been  fuccefsful. 

A  thorough  knowledge  of  the  Quakers,  my 
friend,  is  not  to  be  obtained  by  going,  likcChaf- 
tellux,  f(;r  an  hour  into  one  of  their  churches. 
Enter  into  their  houfes  ;  you  will  find  them  the. 
abodes  of  peace,  harmony,  gentlenefs,  and  fru- 
gality ;  tendernefs  to  children,  humanity  to  fer- 
vants.     Go  into  their  hofpitals ;  you  will  there 

fee 
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fee  the  more  touching  effe^s  of  chanty,  in  th^ir 
■•unexampled  cleanhnels,  in  their  aUments,  ia 
their  heds,  and  in  their  fcrupulous  attentions. 
Viiit  the  atylums  of  old  age  and  decrepitude  ; 
you  will  find  the  cloth  and  linen  of  the  poor  as 
decent  as  that  of  their  benefadors.  Each  one 
has  his  chamber,  aiid  enjoys  not  only  the  necef- 
faries,  but  many  of  the  agreeables  of  life. 

If  you  would  quit  the  town,  and  walk  over 
the  farms  of  the  Quakers,  you  will  difcover  a 
greater  degree  of  neatnefs,  order,  and  care, 
among  thefe  cultivators,  than  among  any  other. 
If  you  examine  the  interior  organization  of  the 
fociety,  you  will  find,  in  every  church,  a  trea- 
fury  for  charity,  containing  more  orlefs  money, 
according  to  the  wealth  of  the  congregation. 
This  is  employed  in  affifting  young  tradefmen, 
in  fuccouring  thofe  who  have  failed  in  bufinefs 
through  misfortune,  thofe  who  have  fuffered  by 
fire  and  other  accidents.  You  will  find  many 
rich  perfons  among  them,  who  make  it  a  con- 
ftant  rule  to  give  to  this  treafury  one-tenth  of 
their  revenue. 

I  am  perfuaded,  my  friend,  that,  after  having 
well  examined  this  fociety  under  all  thefe  de- 
tails, you  would  cry  out,  If  to-morrow  I  were 
reduced  to  poverty,  and  to  be  deflitute  of  the 
fuccour  of  my  friends,  God  grant  that  I  might 

Vol.  I.  A  a  finifh 
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finifh  my  days  in  a  Quaker  hofpital :  if  to-mor- 
row I  were  to  become  a  farmer,  let  me  have 
members  of  this  fociety  for  my  neighbours ; 
they  would  inftradl  me  by  their  example  and 
advice,  and  they  would  never  vex  me  with  law- 
fuits. 


LETTER     XXXIV. 

THE     REFUSAL    OF     QUAKERS     TO     TAKE    ANY 
PART  IN  WAR. 

rnr^HESE  wife  men  have  feen  that  the  great 
1  balls  of  univerfal  happinefs  muft  be  uni- 
verfal  peace  ;  and  that  to  open  the  way  to  that 
peace,  we  mufl  pronounce  an  anathema  againfl: 
the  art  of  war.  Sacred  writings  have  taught 
us  to  believe,  that  the  time  will  come  when 
nation  Ihall  no  more  lift  the  fword  againft  na- 
tion :  and  to  lead  to  the  accomplifhment  of 
fo  confoling  a  prophecy,  this  people  believe  that 
example  is  more  powerful  than  words  ;  that 
kings  will  always  find  the  fecret  of  perpetuating 
wars,  as  long  as  they  can  hire  men  to  murder 
each  other ;  and  that  it  is  their  duty,  as  a  fo- 
ciety, to  rcfolve  never  to  take  arms,  or  contri- 
bute 
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bute  to  the  expences  of  any  war.  They  have 
been  tormented,  robbed,  imprifoned,  and  mar- 
tyred ;  they  have  fufFered  every  thing  ;  till  ty- 
ranny itfelf,  wearied  with  their  perfeverance", 
has  exempted  them  from  military  fervice,  and 
has  been  driven  to  indire6l  mealures  to  force 
contributions  from  their  hands. 

What  then  would  become  of  our  heroes  and 
our  conquerors,  our  Fredericks  and  our  Potem- 
kins,  if  all  religious  feds  had  adopted  the  fame 
pacific  fpirit,  and  no  man  could  be  found  who 
would  confent  to  be  trained  like  an  automaton 
to  the  infernal  art  of  killing  his  fellow  creatures  ? 

If  we  wifh  for  the  happinefs  of  mankind,  let 
us  pray,  that  this  fociety  may  cover  the  whole 
globe  ;  or  let  us  endeavour,  at  leaft,  to  procure 
the  adoption  of  their  humane  principles  by  all 
men.  Then  would  be  realifed  that  univerfal 
peace  which  the  Quakers  have  already  realifed 
in  thofe  countries  where  they  have  influence. 

In  Pennfylvania,  they  found  the  fecret  of  de- 
fending themlelves  from  the  fcourge  of  mili- 
tary flaughter  until  the  war  of  1755,  between 
France  and  England.  Though  mingled  with 
the  Indians,  no  quarrels  arofe  amongft  them 
which  extended  to  the  fpilling  of  blood. 

The  government  of  England,  with  all  its 
manoeuvres,  could  never  engage  the  Quakers  to 

A  a  2  crive 
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give  any  affiflance  to  the  military  before  this 
war.  They  not  only  refufed  it,  but  they  re- 
figned  all  the  places  which  they  had  held  in  the 
government  of  the  colony ;  for  it  was  before  al- 
moll:  entirely  in  their  hands ;  and  fuch  was  their 
economy,  that  the  produce  of  the  cuftom- 
houfe,  and  a  fmall  excife,  were  always  fufficient 
to  defray  the  public  expences  ;  fo  that  no  other 
tax  was  known  in  the  colony. 

The  war  of  1755  changed  this  order  of 
things,  and  occalioned  heavy  expences,  which 
the  colonies  were  obliged  to  pay.  The  Qua- 
kers were  fubje6:ed  to  them,  as  well  as  others ; 
but  they  not  only  refufed,  as  a  fociety,  to  pay 
taxes,  of  which  v/ar  was  the  objedl,  but  they 
excommunicated  thofe  who  paid  them.  They 
perfevered  in  this  praflice  in  the  laft  war. 

At  this  time  an  animofity  was  kindled  againft 
them,  which  is  not  yet  extinguifhed.  Faithful 
to  their  principles,  they  declared,  that  they 
would  take  no  part  in  this  war,  and  they  ex- 
communicated all  fuch  as  joined  either  the  Ame- 
rican or  the  Britilh  army. 

■  I  am  well  convinced  of  the  facred  and  divine 
principle  which  authorifes  refiftance  to  oppref- 
fion  ;  and  I  am  well  convinced,  that  oppreffion 
was  here  manifeft  ;  1  muft  therefore  blame  the 
neutrality  of  the    Quakers  on    this   occafion, 

when 
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when  their  brethren  were  fighting  for  inde- 
pendence. But  I  beheve,  hkewife,  thcU  it  was 
wrong  to  perfecute  them  fo  violently  for  their 
pacific  neutrality. 

If  this  inftance  of  refufal  had  been  the  firft  of 
the  kind,  or  if  it  had  been  didated  by  a  fecret 
attachment  to  the  Britifh  caufe,  certainly  they 
would  have  been  guilty,  and  this  perfecution 
would  perhaps  have  been  legitimate.  But  this 
neutrality  was  commanded  by  their  religious 
opinions,  conftantly  profefled,  and  pradlifed  by 
the  fociety  from  its  origin. 

No  perfon  has  fpoken  to  me  with  more  im- 
partiality refpe(3:ing  the  Quakers  than  General 
Wafhington,  that  celebrated  man,  whofe  fpirit 
of  juftice  is  remarkable  in  every  thing.  He  de- 
clared to  me,  that,  in  the  courfe  of  the  war,  he 
had  entertained  an  ill  opinion  of  this  fociety; 
he  knew  but  little  of  them,  as  at  that  time 
there  were  but  few  of  that  fe61:  in  Vireinia  : 
and  he  had  attributed  to  their  political  fenti- 
ments,  the  effedb  of  their  religious  principles. 
He  told  me,  that  having  fince  known  them 
better,  he  acquired  an  efteem  for  them  ;  and 
that,  confidering  the  limplicity  of  their  man- 
ners, the  purity  of  their  morals,  their  exempla- 
ry economy,  and  their  attachment  to  the  con- 
flitution,  he  confidered  this   fociety  as  one  of 

A  a  3  the 
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the  beft  fupports  of  the  new  government,  which 
requires  a  great  moderation,  and  a  total  banifh- 
ment  of  luxury. 

It  was  not  under  this  point  of  view  that  tbey 
were  regarded  by  the  Congrefs  which  laid  the 
foundation  of  American  independence.  Tliis 
Congrefs  joined  their  perfecutors,  and  banifhed 
fome  of  their  mofl  noted  leaders  to  Staunton 
in  Virginia,  two  hundred  miles  from  their  fami- 
lies. My  friend,  Myers  Fifher,  was  of  the 
number.  M.  Mazzei  quotes  the  violent  Ad- 
drefs  publiflied  by  Paine  againft  th^m,  but  takes 
care  not  to  quote  the  Anfwer  made  to  it  by 
Fifher.  But  fuch  is  the  logic  of  this  calumni- 
ator of  the  Quakers.  Since  the  peace,  they 
have  been  fubjedted  to  another  kind  of  vexa- 
tion. Each  citizen,  from  fixteen  to  fifty-five 
years  of  age,  is  obliged  by  law  to  ferve  in  the 
militia,  or  to  pay  a  fine.  The  Quakers  will 
not  ferve  nor  pay  the  fine.  The  colleclor, 
whofe  duty  it  is  to  levy  it,  enters  their  houfes, 
takes  their  furniture,  and  fells  it ;  and  the  Qua- 
kers peaceably  fubmit. 

This  method  gives  great  encouragement  to 
knavery.  Colledors  have  been  known  to  take 
goods  to  the  amount  of  fix  times  the  fine,  to  fell 
tor  a  (hilling  what  was  worth  a  pound,  never 
to  return  the  furplus,  nor  even  to  pay  the  ftate, 

but 
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l)iit  afterwards  become  bankrupts.  Their  fuc- 
ceffors  would  then  come  and  demand  the  fine 
already  paid  ;  but  the  Qiiakers  have  complained 
of  thefe  abufes  to  the  legillature,  and  an  a6l  is 
paffed  fulpending  thefe  coUedions  till  Septem- 
ber 1789. 

It  v/ould  be  very  eafy  to  reconcile  the  wants 
of  the  flate,  and  the  duty  of  the  citizen,  with 
the  religious  principles  of  the  Quakers.  You 
might  fubjedl  them  only  to  pacific  taxes,  and 
require  them  to  pay  a  larger  proportion  of  them. 
This  is  already  done  in  Virginia,  in  abolifliino-, 
with  refpe(5t  to  them,  the  militia  fervice. 

With  this  view  of  their  character,  you  will 
agree  with  me,  my  friend,  that  our  government 
ought  to  haften  to  naturalize  this  purity  in 
France.  Their  example  might  ferve  to  reo-e- 
nerate  our  manners ;  without  which  we  cannot 
certainly  preferve  our  liberty  for  a  long  time, 
though  we  fliould  be  able  to  acquire  it.  The 
Catholic  religion,  which  predominates  in  France, 
can  be  no  obje(£lion  to  it  ;  for  the  Quakers  hate 
no  fe6l,  but  are  friendly  to  all.  They  have  ever 
lived  in  particular  harmony  with  the  Catholics 
of  Pennfylvania  and  Maryland.  James  Pem- 
berton  told  me,  that  in  the  war  of  1740,-  he 
knew  a  mob  of  fanatical  Prefbyterians,  with 
axes  in  their  hands,  going  to  deftroy  a  Catholic 

A  a  4  chapel. 
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chapel.  Ten  or  twelve  Quakers  Hopped  them, 
exhorted  them,  and  they  dilperfed  without  ef- 
fcdc'mg  their  defign. 

Living  in  harmony  with  all  other  fe£ls,  they 
preferve  no  refentment  againil  the  apoftates 
from  their  own,  notwithflanding  the  troubles 
which  they  experienced  from  them.  Reafon  is 
the  only  weapon  which  they  ufe. 

Pojlfcnpt  written  in    1 790. 

If  the  old  government  had  an  intereH:  in  in- 
Viting  Quakers  to  France,  this  intereft  is  doubled 
fince  the  Revolution.  The  fpirit  of  that  fociety 
agrees  with  the  fpirit  of  French  liberty  in  the 
following  particulars  : 

That  fociety  has  made  great  eflablifhments 
without  effufion  of  blood  ;  the  National  Allem- 
bly  has  renounced  the  idea  of  conqueft,  which 
is  almoft  univerfally  and  conftantly  the  caufe  of 
war.  That  fociety  pradlfes  univerfal  tolerance  ; 
the  Afiem  :ily  ordains  it.  The  lociety  obferves 
fimplicity  of  worflilp  ;  the  AlTembly  leads  to  it. 
The  fociety  pra6lifes  good  morals,  which  are 
the  flrongefl  fupports  of  a  free  government ; 
the  political  regeneration  of  France,  which  the 
Alfembly  is  about  to  confummate,  conduiSls 
necelliiiuly  to  a  regeneration  of  morals. 

If 
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If  the  French  are  armed  from  North  to 
South,  it  is  for  hberty,  it  is  for  the  terror  of 
delpotifm,  it  is  to  obey  the  commands  of  God  ; 
for  God  has  willed  that  man  (hould  be  fiee, 
fince  he  has  endowed  him  with  reafon  ;  he  has 
willed  that  he  fhould  ufe  all  efforts  to  defend 
himfelf  from  that  tyranny  which  defaces  the 
only  image  of  the  Deity  in  man,  his  virtues 
and  his  talents. 

But  notwithflanding  this  ardour  in  the  French 
to  arm  themfelves  in  fo  holy  a  caufe,  they  do 
not  lefs  refpedl  the  religious  opinions  of  the 
Quakers,  which  forbid  them  to  fpill  the  blood 
of  their  enemies.  This  error  of  their  huma- 
nity is  fo  charming,  that  it  is  almoft  as  good  as 
a  truth.  We  are  all  ftriving  for  the  fame  ob- 
je(fl:,  univerfal  fraternity ;  the  Quakers  by  gen- 
tlenefs,  we  by  reiiftance.  Their  means  are 
thofe  of  a  fociety,  ours  thofe  of  a  powerful  na- 
tion. 


LETTER 
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LETTER     XXXV. 

JOURNEY  TO  MOUNT  VERNON  IN  VIRGINlAr 

^N  the  15th  of  November,  1788,  Ifet  out 
from  Philadelphia  for  Wilmington,  dif- 
tance  twenty-eight  miles,  and  road  tolerably 
good.  The  town  of  Chefter,  fifteen  miles  from 
Philadelphia,  is  a  place  where  Grangers  like  to 
reft.  It  ftands  on  a  creek,  v»'hich  falls  into  the 
Delaware.  It  enjoys  fome  commerce,  and  the 
taverns  here  are  good. 

Wilmington  is  much  more  confiderable ;  it 
ftands  likewife  on  a  creek  near  the  Delaware  ; 
the  bafis  of  its  commerce  is  the  exportation  of 
flour.  One  mile  above  Wilmington,  you  pafs 
the  town  of  Brandywine  ;  the  name  of  which 
will  call  to  your  mind  a  famous  battle  gained  by 
the  Englifh  over  the  Americans,  eight  miles 
from  this  town,  on  a  river  of  the  fame  name. 
This  town  is  famous  for  its  fine  mills  ;  the  moft 
confiderable  of  which  is  a  paper-mill  belono-in^ 
to  Mr.  Gilpin  and  Myers  Fiftier,  that  worthy 
orator  and  man  of  fcience,  whom  I  have  often 
mentioned.  Their  procefs  in  making  paper,  ef- 

pecially 
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peclally  in  grinding  the  rags,  is  much  more 
fimple  than  ours.  I  have  feen  fpecimens  of 
their  paper,  both  for  writing  and  printing,  equal 
to  the  fineft  made  in  France. 

Wilmington  is  a  handfome  town,  well-built, 
and  principally  inhabited  by  Quakers.  I  have 
feen  many  refpe6table  perfons  among  them, 
particularly  Dodtor  Way.  The  celebrated  Mr. 
Dickinfon,  who  refides  here,  was,  unfortunate- 
ly for  me,  out  of  town. 

I  paffed  two  evenings  in  company  with  Mifs 
Vlning,  that  amiable  woman,  whom  the  licen- 
tious pen  of  Chaftellux  has  calumniated,  as  hav- 
ing too  much  tafte  for  gallantry.  If  we  believe 
the  teftimony  of  all  her  acquaintance,  this  trait 
which  he  has  give  her  is  an  inexcufable  libel. 
The  Quakers  themfelves,  to  whom  her  gaiety 
cannot  be  pleafmg,  declare  that  her  conduct  has 
been  uniformly  irreproachable.  But  I  believe, 
that  this  malicious  and  cowardly  (haft,  hurled 
in  fecurity  from  the  other  fide  of  the  Atlantic, 
has  effentlally  injured  her. 

At  nine  miles  from  Wilmington,  I  part:  Chrif- 
tine-Bridge,  a  place  of  fome  commerce.  From 
thence  to  the  head  of  Elk,  you  fee  but  few 
plantations,  you  run  through  eight  miles  of 
woods,  only  meeting  with  a  few  log-houfes, 
when  you  arrive  at  Henderfon's  tavern,  a  very 

good 
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wood  inn,  alone  in  the  midft  of  vaft  forefts.     It 
is  twenty-two   miles  from   thence  to  the  ferry 
of  the  Sufqiiehannah.     The  town  here  is  called 
Havre  de  Grace,  a  name,  given  it  by  a  French- 
man who  laid  the  foundation  of  the  town.     It 
is  at  prefent  an   irregular   mafs  of  about  150 
houfes  ;  but  there   is  no  doubt,   when  the  en- 
trance of  the  river  fhall  be  rendered  navigable, 
but  this  will  be  an  interefting  fituation,   and  a 
populous  town.     Here  is  a  charming  garden  be- 
longing to  the  proprietor  of  the  ferry,  -from 
which  I  had  a  delicious  profpe^t  of  that'  magni- 
ficent river  ;  which  in  this  place  is  more  than 
a  mile  and  a  half  wide,  interfperfed  with  iflands. 
From  thence  to  Baltimore  are  reckoned   fixty 
miles.     The  road  in  general  is   frightful,  it  is 
over  a  clay  foil,  full  of  deep  ruts,  always  in  the 
midft  of  forefts  ;  frequently  obflrudled  by  trees 
overlet  by  the  wind,  which  obliged  us  to  feek 
a  new  paffage  among  the  woods.    I  cannot  con- 
ceive why   the  ftage  does    not  often    overfet. 
Both  the  drivers  and  their  horfes  difcover  great • 
Ikill  and  dexterity,  being  accuftomed  to  thefe 
roads. 

But  why  are  they  not  repaired  ?  Overfeers 
of  the  roads  are  indeed  appointed,  and  fines  are 
Ibmetimes  pronounced  on  delinquencies  of  this 
kind  ;  but  they  are  ill  coUeded.     Every  thing 

is 
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IS  here  degraded ;  it  is  ouv';  of  the  efte£ls  of 
flavery.  The  flave  works  as  little  as  poffible  ; 
and  the  mailer,  eager  of  vile  enjoyments,  finds 
other  occupations  than  fending  his  negroes  to 
repair  the  roads. 

Some  vaft  ilelds  of  Indian  corn,  but  bad  cul- 
tivation, pale  taces  worn  by  the  fever  and  ague, 
naked  neo-roes,  and  miferable  huts,  are  the  mofl 
ftriking  images  ottered  to  the  eye  of~The  tra- 
veller in  Pdaryland. 

We  arrived  at  Baltimore  in  the  night  ;  but  I 
viewed  .this  town  on  my  return,  It  contains 
near  two  thoufand  houfes  ;  and  fourteen  thou- 
fand  inhabitants.  It  is  irregularly  built,  and  on 
land  but  little  elevated  above  the  fui-face  of  Pa- 
tapfco  Bay,  on  the  north  of  which  it  forms  a 
crefcent.  The  bay  is  not  fufficiently  deep  to 
receive  the  largefl  fliips  ;  they  anchor  near 
Fell's  Point,  two  miles  from  the  centre  of  the 
town.  There  are  ilill  fta^nant  waters  in  the 
town  ;  ftw  of  the  ftreets  are  p>aved  ;  and  the 
great  quantities  of  mud  after  rain,  announce 
that  the  air  mufc  be  unhealthy  ;  but  alk  the  in- 
habitants, and  they  will  tell  you  no.  You  may 
fay  here,  like  the  Swifs,  in  the  heat  of  a  battle, 
"If  you  believe  thefe  people,  nobody  can  die 
here!" 

Baltimore  was  but  a  village  before  the  war  ; 

but 
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but  during  that  period,  a  confiderable  portion 
of  the  commerce  of  Philadelphia  was  removed 
to  this  place.  The  greateft  fhips  come  as  far 
as  here  ;  but  can  go  no  farther  ;  vaft  quantities 
of  provilions  defcend  the  Sufquehannah,  and 
when  that  river  fhall  be  navigable,  Baltimore 
muft  be  a  very  confiderable  port. 

The  quarrel  about  federalifm  divided  the 
town  at  the  time  I  was  in  it  ;  and  the  two  par- 
ties almoft  came  to  blows  on  the  election  of 
their  reprefentatives. 

We  left  Baltimore  for  Alexandria  at  four  in 
the  morning ;  diftant  about  lixty  miles,  bad 
roads,  a  rude  waggon,  excellent  horfes,  Ikilful 
conductors,  poor  cultivation,  miferable  huts,  and 
miferable  negroes. 

They  fhewed  me  a  plantation  belonging  to  a 
Quaker  ;  there  were  no  flaves  upon  it.  I  faw 
Brufhtown,  a  new  village  that  the  State  of  Ma- 
ryland has  pointed  out  for  the  feat  of  a  college. 
This  edifice  is  nearly  completed  ;  it  is  on  an 
eminence,  and  enjoys  a  oood  air.  We  break- 
fafted  in  this  village,  and  dined  at  Bladenfbiny-, 
iixteen  miles  from  Alexandria.  It  is  iituated 
on  a  little  river,  which  difcharges  itfelf  into 
the  Potowmack,  and  which  admits  Bateaus  of 
twenty  or  thirty  tons.  We  could  find  nothing 
to  drink  but  brandy  or  rum  mixed  with  water, 
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In  countries  cultivated  by  flaves  there  is  no  in, 
duftry,  nor  domeftic  economy.  The  people 
know  neither  the  advantage  nor  the  method  of 
making  beer  or  cyder  on  their  farms. 

George-town  terminates  the  State  of  Mary- 
land :  it  overlooks  the  Potowmack,  has  an  asrree- 
able  fituation,  and  a  confiderable  commerce. 
Regulations  and  impofts,  inconfiderately  laid  on 
commerce  by  the  State  of  Virginia,  have  ba- 
il i(hed  to  George-town  a  confiderable  part  of 
the  commerce  of  Alexandria. 

This  place  is  eight  miles  below  George-town, 
on  the  oppolite  fide  of  the  Potowmack.  Alex- 
andria has  grown  from  nothing  to  its  prefent 
fize  within  thefe  forty  years.  It  is  not  fo  con- 
fiderable as  Baltimore,  which  it  ought  to  fur- 
pafs.  It  is  almoft  as  irregular  and  as  deftitute 
of  pavements.  You  fee  here  a  greater  pa- 
rade of  luxury  ;  but  it  is  a  miferable  luxury  ; 
fervants  with  filk  flockings  in  boots,  women 
elegantly  dreiied,  and  their  heads  adorned  with 
feathers. 

The  inhabitants,  at  the  clofe  of  the  war,  ima- 
gined that  every  natural  circumftance  confpired 
to  render  it  a  great  commercial  town, — the  fa- 
lubrity  of  the  air,  the  profundity  of  the  river 
admitting  the  largeft  (hips  to  anchor  near  the 
quay,  an  immenfe  extent  of  back  country,  fer- 
tile 
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tile  and  abounding  in  provifions.  They  have 
therefore  built  on  every  fide,  commodious  ftore- 
houfes  and  elegant  wharfs  ;  but  commerce  (till 
languifhes  on  account  of  the  reilraints  above 
mentioned. 

I  haftened  to  arrive  at  Mount  Vernon,  the 
feat  of  General  Walhington,  ten  miles  below 
Alexandria  on  the  fame  river.  On  this  rout 
you  traverfe  a  confiderable  wood,  and  after  hav- 
ing pafTed  over  two  hills,  you  difcover  a  coun- 
try houfe  of  an  elegant  and  majeftic  fimplicity. 
It  is  preceded  by  grafs  plats  ;  on  one  fide  of  the 
avenue  are  the  (tables,  on  the  other  a  green- 
houfe,  and  houfcs  for  a  number  of  negro  me- 
chanics. In  a  fpacious  back  yard  are  turkies, 
geefe,  and  other  poultry.  This  houfe  overlooks 
the  Potowmack,  enjoys  an  extenfive  profpe(51:, 
has  a  vafl:  and  elevated  portico  on  the  front  next 
the  river,  and  a  convenient  diftribution  of  the 
apartments  within.  The  General  came  home 
in  the  eveniuG:,  fatigrued  with  having  been  to 
lay  out  a  new  road  in  fome  part  of  his  planta- 
tions. You  have  often  heard  him  compared  to 
Cinclnnatus  ;  the  comparifon  is  doubtlefs  jull. 
This  celebrated  General  is  nothing  more  at  pre- 
fent  than  a  good  farmer,  conftantly  occupied  in 
the  care  of  his  farm  and  the  improvement  of 
cultivation.  He  has  lately  built  a  barn,  one 
g  hundred 
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hundred  feet  in  leng-th  and  coiiliderahlv  more  in 
breadth,  deftined  to  receive  the  produ6lions  of 
his  farm,  and  to  Shelter  his  cattle,  horfes,  afies, 
and  mules.  It  is  built  on  a  plan  fent  him  by 
that  famous  Endifh  farmer  Arthur  Youno;.  But 
the  General  has  much  improved  the  plan.  This 
building  is  in  brick,  it  cofl  but  three  hundred 
pounds ;  I  am  fure  in  France  it  would  have 
coft  three  thoufand.  He  planted  this  year  ele- 
ven hundred  bufliels  of  potatoes.  All  this  is 
new  in  Virginia,  where  they  know  not  the  ufe 
of  barns,  and  where  they  lay  up  no  provifions 
for  their  cattle.  His  three  hundred  negroes  are 
diftributed  in  different  log-houfes  in  different 
parts  of  his  plantation,  which  in  this  neigh- 
bourhood confifts  of  ten  thoufand  acres.  Co- 
lonel Humphreys,  that  poet  of  whom  I  have 
fpoken,  aflured  me  that  the  General  poirefTes, 
in  different  parts  of  the  country,  more  than  two 
hundred  thoufand  acres. 

Every  thing  has  an  air  of  fimplicity  in  his 
houfe  ;  his  table  is  good,  but  not  oftentatious  ; 
and  no  deviation  is  ieen  from  regularity  and  do- 
meftic  economy.  Mrs.  Wafhington  fuperin- 
tends  the  whole,  and  joins  to  the  qualities  of  an 
excellent  houfewife,  that  fimple  dignity  which 
ou2:bt  to  charadlerife  a  woman  whofe  hufband 
has  allied  the  greatefl:  part  on  the  theatre  of  hu- 
man affairs  ;  while  {he  poffeflcs  that   amenity. 
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and  manifefts  that  attention  to  Grangers,  which 
render  hofpitahty  fo  charming.  The  fame  vir- 
tues are  confpicuous  in  her  interefting  niece  ; 
but  unhappily  (he  appears  not  to  enjoy  good 
health. 

M.  de  Chaftellux  has  mins^led  too  much  of 
the  brilliant  in  his  portrait  of  General  Wafhing- 
ton.  His  eye  befpeaks  great  goodnefs  of  heart, 
manly  fenfe  marks  all  his  anfwers,  and  he 
fometimes  animates  in  converfation,  but  he  has 
no  charadleriftic  features  ;  which  renders-  it  dif- 
ficult to  feize  him.  He  announces  a  profound 
difcretion,  and  a  great  diffidence  in  himfelf^ 
but,  at  the  fame  time,  an  unfliaken  firmnefs  of 
chara£ler,  when  once  he  has  made  his  decifion. 
His  modefty  is  aftonifhing  to  a  Frenchman ; 
he  fpeaks  of  the  American  war,  and  of  his  vic- 
tories, as  of  things  in  which  he  had  no  direc- 
tion. 

He  fpoke  to  me  of  M.  de  la  Fayette  with  the 
greateft  tendernefs.  He  regarded  him  as  his 
child;  and  forefavv,  with  a  joy  mixed  with  in- 
quietude, the  fiart  that  this  pupil  was  going  to 
a£t  in  the  approaching  revolution  of  France. 
He  could  not  predidt,  with  clearnefs,  the  event 
of  this  revolution.  If,  on  the  one  fide,  he  ac- 
knowledges the  ardour  and  enthufiafm  of  the 
French  character,  on  the  other,  he  faw  an  afto- 
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nidilng  veneration  for  their  ancient  government, 
and  for  thofe  monarchs  whofe  inviolability  ap- 
peared to  him  a  ftrange  idea. 

After  paffing  three  days  in  the  houfe  of  this 
celebrated  man,  who  loaded  me  with  kindnefs, 
and  save  me  much  information  relative  to  the 
late  war,  and  the  prefent  (ituation  of  the  United 
States,.  I.  returned  to  Alexandria. 


LETTER    XXXVI. 

GENERAL  OBSERVATIONS  ON  MARYLAND  AND 
VIRGINIA. 
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"^HE  Bay  of  Chefapeak  divides  Maryland 
into  two  parts,  nearly  equal.  The  weft- 
ern  divifion  is  the  moft  peopled.  Numerous 
bays  and  navigable  rivers  render  this  ftate  fingu- 
larly  commodious  for  commerce.  It  would  foon 
become  extremely  flourifhing  if  flavery  were 
banifhed  from  it,  if  a  more  advantageous  culture 
were  fubilituted  to  that  of  tobacco,  and  if  the 
fpirit  of  the  Catholic  religion  had  not  adulte- 
rated the  tafte  for  order,  regularity,  and  feverity 
of  manners,  which  chara£lerife  the  other  fe6ls, 
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and  which  have  fo  great  an  influence  in  civil 
and  political  economy.  The  people  of  this 
fe£t  were  well  attached  to  the  late  revolution. 

Cotton  is  cultivated  in  Maryland,  as  in  Vir- 
ginia ;  but  little  care  is  taken  to  perfe6l  either 
its  culture  or  its  manufacflure.  You  fee  excel- 
lent lands  in  thefe  two  Hates ;  but  they  have 
very  few  good  meadows,  though  thefe  might 
be  made  in  abundance.  For  want  of  attention 
and  labour,  the  inhabitants  make  but  little  hay ; 
and  what  they  have  is  not  good.  They  like- 
wife  negleft  the  cultivation  of  potatoes,  car- 
rots, and  turnips  for  their  cattle,  of  which  their 
neighbours  of  the  north  make  great  ufe.  Their 
cattle  are  left  without  flielter  in  winter,  and 
nouriflied  with  the  tops  of  Indian  corn.  Of  ' 
confequence  many  of  them  die  with  cold  and 
hunger ;  and  thofe  that  furvive  the  winter 
are  miferably  meagre. 

They  liave  much  perfected  in  this  country 
the  Eiio;lifli  method  of  inoculation  for  the  fmall- 
pox.  In  the  manner  pra£lifed  here,  it  is  very 
little  dangerous.  General  Wafhington  aflured 
me,  that  he  makes  it  a  practice  to  have  all  his 
negroes  inoculated,  and  that  he  never  loft  one  in 
the  operation.  Whoever  inoculates  in  Virgi- 
nia, is  obliged,  by  law,  to  give  information  to 
his  neighbours  within  the  fpace  of  two  miles. 

Th« 
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The  population  augments  every  where  in 
thefe  States,  notwithftanding  the  great  emi- 
2:i»tion  to  the  Ohio.  The  horfes  of  Virginia 
are,  without  contradiction,  the  fineft  in  the 
country ;  but  they  bear  double  the  price  of 
thofe  in  the  northern  States.  The  practice  of 
races,  borrowed  from  the  Englifti  by  the  Virgi- 
nians, is  fallen  into  difufe.  The  places  renowned 
for  this  bufinefs  are  all  abandoned  ;  and  it  is  not 
a  misfortune ;  they  are  places  of  gambling, 
drunkennefs,  and  quarrels. 

The  General  informed  me,  that  he  could  per- 
ceive a  great  reformation  in  his  countrymen  in 
this  refpe6l ;  that  they  are  lefs  given  to  intoxi- 
cation, that  it  is  no  l-qnger  falhionable  for  a  man 
to  force  his  guefts  to  drink,  and  to  make  it  an 
honour  to  fend  them  home  drunk  ;  that  you 
hear  no  longer  the  taverns  refounding  with 
thofe  noify  parties  formerly  fo  frequent  ;  that 
the  fefllons  of  the  courts  of  juftice  were  no 
longer  the  theatres  of  gambling,  inebriation, 
and  blood  ;  and  that  the  diftiadion  of  clalTes 
begins  to  difappcar. 

The  towns  in  Virginia  are  but  fmall  ;  this 
may  be  faid  even  of  Richmond  with  its  capitoL 
This  capitol  turns  the  heads  of  the  Virginians  ; 
they  imagine,  that  from  this,  like  the  old  Ro- 
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mans,  they  fhall  one  day  give  law  to  the  whole 
north. 

There  is  a  glafs  manufactory  forty  miles  froift 
Alexandria,  which  exported  laft  year  to  the 
amount  of  ten  thoufand  pounds  in  glafs  ;  and 
notwithftanding  the  general  charaCler  of  indo- 
lence in  this  State,  the  famous  canal  of  the  Po- 
towmack  advances  with  rapidity.  Crimes  are 
more  frequent  in  Virginia  than  in  the  northern 
States.  This  refults  from  the  unequal  divifion 
of  property,  and  from  flavery. 

Wherever  you  find  luxury,  and  efpecially  a 
miferable  luxury,  there  provifions,  even  of  the 
firft  neceflity,  will  be  dear.  I  experienced  this 
in  Virginia.  At  a  tavern  there  I  paid  a  dollar 
for  a  fupper,  which  in  Pennfylvania  would  have 
■  cofl:  me  two  fliillings,  in  Connecticut  one.  Por- 
ter, wine,  and  every  article,  bear  an  exceffive 
price  here.  Yet  this  dearnefs  is  owing  in  part 
to  other  caufes  hereafter  to  be  explained. 


LETTER 
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LETTER    XXXVII. 

THE      TOBACCO      OF     VIRGINIA,      AND    THE 
TOBACCO  NOTES. 

I  HAVE  found,  with  pleafure,  that  your  excel- 
lent article  on  the  tobacco,  inferted  in  our 
work  de  la  France  et  des  Etats  Um'sy  is  nearly 
exa(Sl  in  all  its  details.  It  is  true  that  tobacco 
requires  a  llrong  fertile  foil,  and  an  uninterrupt- 
ed care  in  the  tranfplanting,  weeding,  defend- 
ing from  infeCls,  cutting,  curing,  rolling,  and 
packing. 

Nothing  but  a  great  crop,  and  the  total  ab- 
negation of  every  comfort,  to  which  the  ne- 
groes are  condemned,  can  compenfate  the  ex- 
pences  attending  this  production  before  it  arrives 
at  the  market.  Thus  in  proportion  as  the  good 
lands  are  exhauHed,  and  by  the  propagation  of 
the  principles  of  humanity,  lefs  hard  laboi^  is 
required  of  the  flaves,  this  culture  mufl  decline. 
And  thus  you  fee  already  in  Virginia  fields  en- 
clofed,  and  meadows  fucceed  to  tobacco.  Such 
is  the  fyilem  of  the  proprietors  who  befl  under- 

B  b  4  fland 


376  NEW    TRAVELS    IN    THE 

ftand  their  intereft  -,  among  whom  I  place  Ge- 
neral Wafhington,  who  has  lately  renounced 
the  culture  of  this  plant. 

If  the  Virginians  knew  our  wants,  and  what 
articles  would  be  mod  profitable  to  them,  they 
would  pay  great  attention  to  the  culture  of  cot- 
ton ;  the  confumption  of  which  augments  fo 
prodigioufly  in  Europe.  I  will  not  enlarge  here 
on  the  fubje(5l  of  tobacco,  which  many  authors 
have  explained  ;  but  I  will  give  you  fome  ideas 
on  that  kind  of  paper-currency  called  tobacco- 
money  ;  the  ufe  of  which  proves,  that  nations 
need  not  give  themfelyes  fo  much  inquietude 
as  they  ufually  do  on  the  abietice  of  ipecie.  In 
a  free  and  fertile  country,  the  conftant  produce 
of  the  larid  mav  e;ive  a  fixed  value  to  any  kind 
of  rcprefentative  of  property.      \ 

This  State  has  public  magazines,  v/here  the 
tobacco  is  depofited.  Infpeclors  are  appointed 
to  take  charge  of  thefe  magazines,  and  inlpecl 
the  quality  of  the  tobacco  ^  which,  if  merchant- 
able, is  received,  and  the  proprietor  is  fu rnilhed 
with  a  note  for  the  quantity  by  him  depofited. 
This  note  circulates  freely  in  tlie  State,  accord- 
ing to  the  known  value  of  the  tobacco.  The 
price  is  different,  according  to  the  place  where 
it  is  infpc6led.  The  following  places  are  rank- 
ed according  to  the  rigidity   of  the  inlpe^lion  ; 

^anoyerr 
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Hanover-Court,  Pittfbiirg,  Richmond,  Cabin- 
Point.  When  the  tubacco  is  worth  fixteeu 
(hillings  at  Richmond,  it  is  worth  twenty-one 
at  Hanover-Court.  The  tobacco  travels  to  one 
place  or  the  other,  according  to  its  qu  ility  ; 
and  if  it  is  refufed  at  all  places,  it  is  exported 
by  contraband  to  the  iflands,  or  confumed  in 
the  country.  There  are  two  cuttings  in  a  year 
of  this  crop  ;  the  firll:  only  is  prefented  for  in- 
fpe£lion,  the  fecond  confumed  in  the  country 
pr  fmuggled  to  the  iflands. 

As  Virginia  produces  about  eighty  thoufand 
hogfheads,  there  circulates  in  the  State  about 
eight  hundred  thoufand  pounds  in  thefe  notes  ; 
this  is  the  reafon  why  the  Virginians  have  not 
need  of  a  great  quantity  of  circulating  fpecie, 
nor  of  copper  coin.  The  rapid  circulation  of 
thi^  tobacco-money  fupplies  their  place. 

This  fcarcity,  however,  of  fmall  money  fub- 
je6ls  the  people  to  great  inconveniences,  and 
has  given  rife  to  a  pernicious  practice  of  cut- 
ting pieces  of  filver  coin  into  halves  and  quar- 
ters ;  a  fource  of  many  little  knaveries.  A 
perfon  cuts  a  dollar  into  three  pieces,  keeps  the 
middle  piece,  and  pafles  the  other  two  for  half 
dollars.  The  perfon  who  receives  thefe  with- 
out weighing,  lofes  the  difference,  and  the  one 
whq  takes  them  by  weight,  makes  a  fraudulent 

profit 
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proht  by  giving  them  again  at  their  pretended 
value  ;  and  fo  the  cheat  goes  round. 

But  notwithftanding  this  pitiful  refource  of 
cutting  the  filver,  fociety  fufFers  a  real  injury  for 
want  of  a  plentiful  copper  coin;  it  is  calculated, 
that  in  the  towns  the  fmall  expences  of  a  family 
are  doubled,  on  account  of  the  impoffibility  of 
finding  fmall  change.  It  fhews  a  fhriking  want 
of  order  in  the  government,  and  increafes  the 
mlfery  of  the  poor.  Though  tobacco  exhaufts 
the  l:iind  to  a  prodigious  degree,  the  proprietors 
take  no  pains  to  reftore  its  vigour;  they  take 
what  the  foil  will  give,  and  abandon  it  when  it 
gives  no  longer.  They  like  better  to  clear  new 
lands,  than  to  regenerate  the  old.  Yet  thefe 
abandoned  lands  would  flili  be  fertile,  if  they 
were  properly  manured  and  cultivated.  The 
Virginians  take  no  tobacco  in  fubftance,  either 
jn  the  nofe  or  mouth  ;  fome  of  them  fmoke, 
but  this  pradice  is  not  fo  general  among  them 
<as  in  the  Carolinas. 

The  Americans  wifh  for  the  free  commerce 
of  tobacco  with  France;  and  they  complain 
much  of  the  monopoly  of  the  farmers-general. 
If  this  monopoly  were  removed,  and  the  tobac- 
co fubjedled  only  to  a  fmall  duty  on  importation 
ityto  France,  there  is  no  doubt  but  that  the  Ame- 
ricans wo;j'ld  make  our  country  the  ftore-houfe 

of 
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of  thofe  immenfe  quantities  with  which  they 
inundate  Europe.  You  know  that  they  are 
now  carried  chiefly  to  England  ;  where  about 
the  tenth  part  is  confumed,  and  the  reft  is  ex- 
ported. England  pays  the  whole  in  her  own 
merchandize.  Judge  then  of  the  profit  (lie 
Tnui\  draw  from  this  exchange  ;  then  add  the 
commiffion,  the  money  expended  in  England 
by  a  great  number  of  Americans  whom  this 
commerce  leads  thither,  and  the  profits  of  other 
branches  of  bufinefs  that  are  the  confequence  of 
this. 

Such  are  the  advantages  which  it  is  in  the 
power  of  France  to  acquire  over  England  ;  but 
we  muft  abolifh  the  farms,  and  content  our- 
fclves  with  a  fmall  duty  on  the.  importation. 
The  high  duty  paid  in  England  on  tobacco, 
will  prevent  the  Americans  from  giving  the 
preference  to  that  country.  It  amounts  to  fif- 
teen pence  fterling  on  the  pound.  Though 
England  confumes  little  tobacco,  fhe  draws 
from  it  a  revenue  of  600,000  pounds  fterlinp-. 
The  ftate  of  the  finances  of  that  ifland  will 
not  admit  of  her  diminifliing  this  duty  in  order 
to  rival  France.  Continue  then,  my  friend,  to 
preach  your  do6lrine. 

The  great  confumption  of  tobacco  in  all  coun- 
tries, and  the  prohibitive  regulations  of  almofi 

all 
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aii  governments,  may  engage  the  Americans  to 
continue  this  culture  ;  for  as  they  can  furnifh 
it  at  a  low  price,  as  they  navigate  at  fmall  ex- 
pence,  as  no  people  equal  them  in  enterprife 
and  induftry,  they  may  undertake  to  furnish  the 
whole  earth. 

Spain,  for  inflance,  will  5oubtlefs  become  a 
market  fortl^em.  The  author  of  the  Nouveau 
Voyage  e?i  JLfpagne  makes  the  revenue  which 
the    kins   draws  from    this   article  amount   to 

o 

twenty  millions  of  livres  {:fj^2)?i'>?i?>?i\  fterling). 
The  2;reater  part  of  this  tobacco  is  brought 
from  Brafil  by  the  Portuguefe,  fold  to  the  king 
gt  fiv( -pence  fterling  the  pound,  and  then  fold 
by.  him  at  eight  (hillings  and  four-pence.  At 
the  expiration  of  the  prefent  contract,  fays  the 
fame  author,  the  Americans  will  offer  a  more 
?.dvaiita'2;cous  one,  and  it  is  faid  they  y/ill  have 
ihe  preference. 

This  high  price  encourages  a  confiderable 
contraband  in  Spain,  though  interdided  by  the 
nfins  of  death.  The  law  is  too  ri2;id  to  be  exe^ 
cutcd. 

Tlie  tobacco  o^  the  MiiTifllpi  and  the  Ohio 
Yv  slK  doubtlefs,  one  day  furnidi  the  greater  part 
of  iUe  confumption  of  Spain  as  well  as  of 
France  ;  which,  if  the  fyftem  of  liberty  fliould 
be  adopted,   will  become  immenfe.     For  it  is 

proved, 
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proved,  by  thofe  who  know  the  fecrets  of  the 
farm,  that  the  confumptiou  of  the  latter  amounts 
to  more  than  thirty  milHons  of  pounds  annually, 
inilead  of  fifteen,  as  we  have  been  commanded 
to  believe. 


LETTER     XXXVIir. 

THE  VALLEY  OF  SHENADORE  IN  VIRGINIA. 

1  PROPOSED,  my  friend,  on  quitting  Alex- 
andria, to  vifit  that  charming  valley,  wafhed 
by  the  Shenadore,  of  which  Jeffcrfon  and  Crc- 
vecoeur  have  given  us  fo  feducing  a  defcription. 
From  thence  I  intended  to  return  by  the  vale  of 
Lancafter,  and  pay  my  refpedls  to  the  virtuous 
Moravians.  But  the  approaching  revolution  in 
France  haftenino;  mv  return,  I  am  obiisied  to 
content  myfelf  with  giving  you  fome  idea  of 
that  country  where  we  have  been  invited  to  fix 
our  tabernacles ;  and  to  borrov/  the  obfervation-i 
of  different  travellers,  who  have  this  year  ob- 
lerved,  with  great  attention,  the  lands  fittiatcJ 
between  the  different  chains  of  mountains 
which  feparate  Virginia  from  the  vvci^ern  ter- 
ritory. 

The 
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The  valley  of  Shenadore,  which  lies  between 
the  fouth  mountain  and  the  north,  or  endlefs 
mountain,  is  from  thirty  to  forty  miles  wide  ; 
chalky  bottom,  a  fertile  foil,  and  a  good  air. 
This  fituation  offers  almoft  all  the  advantages 
of  the  weftern  country,  without  its  inconveni- 
ences. It  is  almoft  in  the  centre  of  the  United 
States,  and  has  nothing  to  fear  from  foreign 
enemies.  It  lies  between  two  confiderable  ri- 
vers,   which   fall    into    the    Chefapeak  ;    and 

though  the  navigation  of  thefe  rivers  is  inter- 
to  o 

rupted  for  the  prefent,  yet  there  is  no  doubt, 
from  the  progrefs  of  the  works  on  the  Potow- 
mack,  that  this  inconvenience  will  fooa  be  re- 
moved. 

The  price  of  lands  here,  as  elfewhere,  varies 
according  to  their  quality  ;  you  may  purchafe 
at  any  price,  from  one  to  five  guineas  the  acre, 
land  of  the  fame  quality  as  in  Pennfylvania  from 
four  to  twenty  guineas. 

The  average  diftance  of  thefe  lands  from  com- 
mercial towns  is  as  follows  :  fifty  miles  from 
George- town,  about  fifty  miles  from  Alexan- 
dria, eighty  or  an  hundred  from  Richmond  and 
from  Baltimore.  But  this  part  of  the  country 
is  (till  more  inviting  for  its  future  profpe6i:s. 
Of  all  the  rivers  that  difcharge  into  the  Atlan- 
tic, the  Potowmack  offers  the  mofldire6l  com- 
munication 
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munication  with  the  rivers  of  the  weft.  This 
circumdance  will  make  it  one  day  the  great 
channel  of  intercourfe  for  almoft  all  the  United 
States ;  and  its  fituation  renders  it  fecure  a2;aia{l 
being  interrupted  by  war. 

But  to  realize  the  advantages  which  the  fitu- 
ation  of  this  country  feems  to  promife,  requires 
a  reformation  of  manners,  and  the  baniOiment 
of  luxurv,  which  is  more  confiderable  here  than 
in  Pennfylvania.  You  mufl  banifh  idlenefs  and 
the  iove  of  the  chace,  which  are  deeply  rooted 
in  the  foul  of  the  Virginians  ;  and,  above  all 
things,  you  muft  banifh  flavery  ;  which  infalli- 
bly produces  thofe  great  fcourges  of  fociety, 
lazinefs  and  vice,  in  one  clafs  of  men,  uniiiduf- 
trious  labour  and  degrading  mifery  in  another. 
The  view  of  this  deforming  wound  of  huma- 
nity will  difcourage  foreigners  of  fenfibility 
from  coming  to  this  ftate,  while  they  have 
not  to  dread  this  difgufting  fpediacle  in  Penn- 
iylvania. 

But  it  is  in  a  country  life  in  America,  that 
truehappinefs  is  to  be  found  by  him  who  is  wife 
enough  to  make  it  confill:  in  tranquillitv  of  foul, 
-  in  the  enjoyment  of  himfelf,  and  of  nature. 
What  is  the  fatiguing  agitation  gf  our  great  ci- 
ties, compared  to  this  delicious  calmnefs  ?  The 
trees,  my  friend,  do  not  calumniate;  they  revile 

not 
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not  their  benefactors  ;  men  of  the  greated  merit 
cannot  always  fay  this  of  their  fellow  creatures. 


L  E  T  T  ER    XXXIX. 

JOURNEY  FROM  BOSTON  TO  FORTSMOUTrf. 

Oaober,  1788. 

I  LEFT  Bofton  the  2d  of  Odober,  after  din- 
ing with  my  worthy  friend  Mr.  Barret*; 
to  whom  I  cannot  pay  too  fmcere  a  tribute  of 
praife  for  his  amiable  qualities,  or  of  gratitude 
for  the  readinefs  he  has  manifefted  on  all  occa- 
fions  in  procuring  me  information  on  the  objefts 
of  my  refearch.  We  flept  at  Salem,  fifteen 
miles  from  Bofton  ;  an  excellent  gravelly  road, 
bordered  with  woods  and  meadows.  This  road 
pafles  the  fine  bridge  of  Maiden,  which  I  men- 
tioned before,  and  the  town  of  Linn  remarkable 
for  the  manufadlure  of  women's  flioes.  It  is 
calculated  that  more  than  an  hundred  thoufand 
pairs  are  annually  exported  from  this  town.  At 
Reading,  not  far  from  Linn,  is  a  limilar  manu- 
facture of  men's  flioes. 

*  He  is  of  a  refpe<5table  family  in  Bofton.     He  is  lately 
named  Conful  of  the  United  States  in  France. 

Salem, 
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Salem,  like  all  other  towns  in  America,  ha« 
a  printing  prefs  and  a  gazette.     I  read  in   thi  ■ 
gazette  the  difcourie  pronounced  by  M.  D'Eprc- 
minil  when  he  was  arreftcd  in  full  parliament 
in  Paris.     What  an  admirable  invention  is  the 
prefs  !  it  brings  all  nations  acquainted  with  each 
other,  and  eledlrizes  all   men  by  the  recital  of 
good  adions,   which  thus  become  common  to 
all.     This  difcourfe  tranfported  the  daughters 
of  my  hoftefs  :  D'Epreminil  appeared  to  them 
a  Brutus  *. 

It  was  cold,  iand  we  had  a  fire  in  a  Franklin 
ftove.  Thefe  are  common  here,  and  thofe  chim- 
neys that  have  them  not,   are  built  as  defcribed 
by  M.  de  Crevecoeur  :  they  rarely  fmoke^  The 
miflrefs  of  the  tavern  (Robinfon)   was    taking 
tea  with  her  daughters  ;  they  invited  us  to  par*- 
take  of  it  with  them. — I  repeat  it,  we  have  no- 
thing like  this  in  France.     It  is  a  general  re^ 
mark  through  all  the  United  States  ;  a  tavern- 
keeper  muft  be  a  refpedable  man,  his  daughters 
are  well  drefl:,  and  have  an  air  of  decency  and 
civility.     We  had  good  provifions,   good  beds, 
attentive  fervants  ;  neither  the  fervants  nor  the 
coachmen  aik  any  money.     It  is  an  excellent 
practice  ;  for  this  tax  with  us  not  only  becomes 

*  Heu  !  quantum  mtitatus  ab  illo  ! 

Vol.  L  C  c  infupport- 


386  NEW    TRAVELS    IN    THE 

infupportable  on  account  of  the  perfecutions 
which  it  occalions,  but  it  gives  men  an  air  of 
bafenefs,  and  accuftoms  to^the  fervility  of  ava- 
rice. Salem  has  a  confiderable  commerce  to 
the  iflands,  and  a  great  adivity  of  bufinefs  by 
the  cod  fifherj. 

In  pafling  to  Beverly  v/e  crofled  another  ex- 
cellent wooden  bridge.  It  is  over  a  creek  near 
a  mile  wide.  The  confl:ru6lion  of  this  bridge^ 
and  the  celerity  with  which  it  was  built,  gives 
a  lively  idea  of  the  adivity  and  induftry  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Maffachufetts.  It  coft  but  three 
thoufand  pounds ;  the  toll  for  a  horfe  and  car- 
riage is  eight-pence  ;  the  opening  in  the  middle 
for  the  paflage  of  veffels,  is  of  a  fimpler  me- 
chanifm  than  that  of  Charles-town.  On  the 
road  to  Beverly  1  faw  a  fiourifhing  manufadlure 
of  cotton. 

At  Londonderry,  a  town  chiefly  inhabited  by 
Iri(h,  is  a  confiderable  manufadiure  of  linen. 
We  dined  at  Newberry  with  Mr.  Tracy,  who 
.  formerly  enjoyed  a  great  fortune,  and  has  fince 
been  reduced  by  the  failure  of  different  enter- 
prifes,  particularly  by  a  cont'-adl  to  furnifh 
mafts  for  the  marine  of  France.  The  mifcar- 
riage  of  this  undertaking  was  owing  to  his 
having  employed  agents  in  procuring  the  firft 
cargo,   who  deceived  him,  and  fent  a  parcel  of 

refufe 
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refufe  mafts  that  were  only  fit  for  fire-wood. 
Though  the  manner  in  which  Mr.  Tracy  had 
been  deceived  was  fufficiently  proved;  yet,  for 
the  clerks  of  the  marine  at  Verfailles,  whofe  in- 
tereft  it  was  to  decry  the  American  timber,  this 
fad:  was  fufficient  to  enable  them  to  caufe  it 
ever  after  to  be  rejeded.  And  Mr.  Tracy's  firft 
cargo  was  condemned  and  fold  at  Havre  for 
250I.  He  lives  retired  ;  and,  with  the  confola- 
tion  of  his  refpe<5lable  wife,  fupports  his  misfor- 
tunes with  dignity  and  firmnefs. 

Newberry  would  be  one  of  the  befl  ports  in 
the  United  States,  were  it  not  for  a  dangerous 
bar  at  the  entrance.  The  bulinefs  of  fhip- 
building  has  much  declined  here.  In  the  year 
1772  ninety  veiTels  were  built  here,  in  1788 
only  three.  This  town  ftands  at  the  mouth  of 
the  fine  river  Marrimak,  abounding  in  fi(h  of 
different  kinds. 

Twenty-four  miles  of  fine  road  brings  you 
from  Newberry  to  Portfjyiouth,  the  capital  of 
New  Hampfhire.  There  is  little  appearance  of 
adtivity  in  this  town.  A  thin  population,  many 
houfes  in  ruins,  women  and  children  in  rags  ; 
every  thing  announces  decline.  Yet  there  are 
elegant  houfes  and  fome  commerce.  Portfmouth 
is  on  the  Pifcatuay,  a  rapid  and  deep  river, 
which  never  freezes  till  four  miles  above  the 
C  c  3  town. 
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town.  This  was  formerly  one  of  the  greateii 
markets  for  ihip-timber.  Colonel  Wentworth, 
one  of  the  moft  intelligent  and  efteemed  citr- 
zens,  was  the  agent  of  the  EnglKh  government 
and  of  the  Eafl:- India  Company  for  that  article. 
This  compan}^  is  now  renewing  its  demands  for 
this  timber.  Every  things  in  this  town  is  com- 
merce  and  fliip-building. 

Prefident  Langdon  himfelf  is  a  merchant ;  he 
is  extremely  well  informed  in  every  thing  that 
concerns  his  country.  You  may  recolledl,  that 
at  the  time  of  the  invafion  of  Burgoyne,  he  was 
the  firft  to  mount  his  horfe  and  lead  off  his  fel- 
low citizens  to  fight  him.  He  appears  well 
perfuaded,  as  well  as  Colonel  Wentworth,  that 
the  furefl  road  to  the  proiperity  of  their  coun- 
try, is  the  adoption  of  the  new  federal  govern- 
ment. 

We  left  Portfmouth  on  Sunday,  and  came  to 
dine  at  Mr.  Dalton's,  five  miles  from  Newberry, 
on  the  Marrimak  :  ^^his  is  one  of  the  fineft  fitu- 
ations  that  can  be  imagined.  It  prefents  an 
agreeable  profpeft  of  feven  leagues.  This  farm 
is  extremely  well  arranged ;  I  faw  on  it  thirty 
cows,  numbers  of  (heep,  &c.  and  a  well-fur- 
niflied  garden.  Mr.  Dalton  occupies  himfelf 
much  in  gardening,  a  thing  generally  negleded 
ill  America.     He  has  line  grapes,  apples,  and 

^ears ; 
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pears ;  but  he  complains  that  children  fl^al 
them  ;  an  offence  readily  pardoned  in  a  fvcQ 
country.  A  proprietor  here,  who,  to  prevent 
thefe  little  thefts,  fhould  make  uie  of  thofe  in- 
fernal mantraps  invented  by  the  Englifh,  would 
juflly  be  execrated  by  his  fellow  creatures. 

Mr.  Dalton  received  me  with  that  frank nefs 
which  befpeaks  a  man  of  v/orth  and  of  talents  ; 
with  that  hofpitality  which  is  more  general  in 
Maflachufetts,  and  New  Hampfnire,  than  in 
the  other  States. 

The  Americans  are  not  accuftomed  to  what 
we  call  grand  feafts  ;  they  treat  {Grangers  as  they 
treat  themfelves  every  day,  and  they  live  well. 
They  fay  they  are  not  anxious  to  ftarve  them- 
felves the  week,  in  order  to  gormandife  on  Sun- 
day. This  trait  will  paint  to  you  a  people  at 
their  eafe,  who  wifli  not  to  torment  themfelves 
for  ftiow. 

Mr.  Dalton's  houfe  prefented  me  with  the 
image  of  a  true  patriarchial  family,  and  of  oreat 
domeftic  felicity  ;  it  is  compofed  of  four  or  five 


'/-, 


handfome   yo mi g^  women,    drefl  with    decent -^'^^ 


f-f*^'' 
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limplicity,  his  amiable  wife,  and  his  venerable <«5^-> 

father  of  eighty   years.      This  refpedlable  old 

man  preferves  a  good  memory,   a  good  appetite, 

and  takes  habitual  exercife.  He  has  no  wrinkles 

in  his  face,  which  feems  to  be  a  chara6leri(Hc  of 

C  c  3  American 
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American  old  age  ;  at  leaft  I  have  often  obferv-. 
ed  it. 

From  Mr.  Dalton's  we  came  to  Andover, 
where  my  companion  prefented  me  to  the  re- 
fpeftable  paftor  of  the  parifh,  Do6i:or  Symmes, 
in  whom  I  faw  a  true  model  of  a  minifter  of 
religion,  purity  of  morals,  fimplicity  in  his  man- 
ner of  life,  and  gentlenefs  of  character.  He 
cheers  his  folitude  with  a  refpe£lable  wife,  by 
Vv'hom  he  has  had  many  children.  And  the 
cultivation  of  his  farm  occupies  thofe  moments 
which  are  not  neceffarily  devoted  to  fludy,  and 
to  the  care  of  the  fouls  committed  to  his  charge. 


LETTER    XL. 

DEBT    OF    THE    UNITED    STATES, 

OU  have  feen,  my  friend,  in  the  Ency- 
clopedia, a  ftate  of  the  American  debt 
brought  down  to  the  year  1784.  This  article, 
which  I  believe  was  furriifhed  to  the  compilers 
by  the  learned  Mr.  Jefferfon,  contains  fome  few 
errors.  You  may,  however,  draw  from  it  fome 
juft  ideas  relative  to  the  origin  of  the  continen- 
tal debt.     There  is  no  work  which  treats  of 

the 
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the  changes  made  in  it  (ince  1784,  which  is  the 
principal  objecStof  my  prefent  letter*. 

You  who  are  fo  well  verfed  in  finance,  will 
doubtlefs  be  ftruck  with  the  errors  committed 
by  the  Congrefs  in  laying  the  foundation  of 
this  debt,  and  with  the  ftcrility  of  their  plans  to 
remedy  the  want  of  money.  But  your  luprife 
will  vanifh  when  you  examine  the  critical  cir- 
cumftances  of  that  body  of  men  to  whom 
America  owes  her  independence. 

They  muft  be  fuppofed  ignorant  of  the  prin- 
ciples of  finance ;  a  fcieiice  which  their  former 
fituation  had  happily  rendered  unneceiHiry. 
They  were  prefled  by  the  imperious  neceflity 
of  a  formidable  invafion,  to  lubmiffion,  or  to 
combat ;  and  they  muft  pay  thofe  who  (hould 
fight  their  battles. 

The  idea  of  paper  money  was  the  firft,  and 
perhaps  the  only  one  that  could  flrike  them* 
Its  object  was  fo  fublime,  and  patriotifm  fo  fer- 
vent, that  every  thing  was  to  be  expe6led  from 
it.  The  Congrefs  believed  in  it ;  and  in  multi- 
plying this  paper,  even  in  the  midft  of  a  rapid, 
depreciation,  they  are  not  to  be  accufed  of  ill 
faith  ;  for  they  expetft  to  redeem  the  whole. 

*  Since  writing  this  fketch,  I  have  incorporated  into  it  the 
operations  of  the  new  Congrefs  on  Mr.  Hamilton's  report  of 
September  1789. 

C  c  4  The 
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The  people  manifefted  the  fame  confidence; 
But  the  unexpeded  accumulation  of  the  quan- 
tity, the  confequent  depreciation,  and  the  gra- 
dual difappearance  of  danger,  were  the  natural 
and  united  caufes  of  a  revolution  of  fentiment. 
To  believe  that  this  paper  would  not  be  redeem- 
ed at  its  nominal  value,  was  in  1777  a  crime. 
To  fay  that  it  ought  to  be  fo  redeemed,  was  in 
1784  another  crime. 

Since  the  eflablifliment  of  the  new  federal 
fyftem,  the  opinion,  with  refpedt  to  the  debt, 
has  undergone  a  third  revolution.  Among  a 
free  people,  it  is  impoffible  but  truth  and  ho- 
nour liiould  fooner  or  later  predominate.  Al- 
mof]:  all  the  Americans  are  at  prefent  convinc-^ 
ed,  that  to  arrive  at  the  high  degree  of  prof- 
perity,  to  which  the  nature  of  things  invites 
them,  and  to  acquire  the  credit  neceffary  for 
this  purpofe,  they  muft  fulfil,  with  the  mofl 
fcrupulous  punctuality,  all  their  engagements. 
And  this  conviction  has  determined  the  new 
Congrefs  to  make  the  finance  the  firfl  great  ob- 
ject of  their  attention. 

The  debt  of  the  United  States  is  divided  into 
two  clailes,  foreign  and  dome/iic.  The  foreign 
debt  is  compofed,  in  capital,  of  a  loan  made  in 
France  of  24,000,000  *  of  livres  at  5  per  cejit. 

another 

*  If  the  fccret  hiflory  of  this  debt  contrafted  in  France  were 

publifl^cd, 
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another  made  in  Holland,  under  the  guarantee 
of  France,  of  10,000,000  at  4  per  cent,  both 
amounting  in  dollars  to  6,296,296  ;  another  in 
Spain,  at  ^  per  cent.  174,011  dollars. 

In 

publlflied,  it  would  difcover  the  origin  of  many  fortunes  which 
have  aftonifhed  us.  It  is  certain,  for  inftance,  that  M.  de 
Vergennes  difpofed  of  thcfe  loans  at  pleafure,  caufed  military 
ftores  and  merchandife  to  be  furnifhed  by  perfons  attached  to 
him,  and  fufFered  not  their  accounts  to  be  difputed.  It  is  a 
fa£l,  thgt  in  his  accounts  with  Congrefs,  there  was  one  million 
of  livres  that  he  never  accounted  for,  after  all  the  demands  that 
were  made  to  him.  It  is  likewife  a  fadt,  that  out  of  the  forty- 
feven  millions  pretended  to  be  furniflied  in  the  above  articles 
by  France  to  Congrefs,  the  employment  of  twenty-one  mil- 
lions is  without  vouchers.  Many  fortunes  may  be  made  from 
twenty-one  millions. 

M.  Beaumarchais,  in  a  memoir  publiflied  two  years  ago, 
pretends  to  be  the  creditor  of  Congrefs  for  millions.  I  have, 
in  my  hands,  a  report  made  to  Congrefs  by  two  refpeclable 
members,  in  which  they  prove,  that  he  now  owes  Congrefs 
^42,41 3  livres,  and  a  million  more,  if  the  wandering  million 
above  mentioned  has  fallen  into  his  hands.  Thefe  reporters 
make  a  ftriking  pidlure  of  the  manoeuvres  pra<5tifed  to  deceive 
the  Americans, 

Will  not  the  National  Afiembly  caufe  fome  account  to  be 
rendered  of  the  fums  fquandered  in  our  part  of  the  American 
war  ?  or  rather  the  fums  which,  inftead  of  going  to  fuccour 
thofe  brave  ftrugglers  for  liberty,  went  to  adorn  the  bed-cham- 
bers of  an  a6lrefs  ?  Adeline  did  more  mifchief  to  the  Ame- 
ricans, than  a  regiment  of  Heffians.  Where  are  the  accounts 
of  her  favourite  Veymerange  ?  Why  has  not  M.  Neckar 
drawn  the  impenetrable  veil  which  fcreens  them  from  the  pub- 
lic ? 
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In    Holland,  in  four   different 

loans         -  -  3,600,000 


Total  capital         -  -  10,070,307  dolL 

Intereft  to  D^r.  31,  1789,  1,651,257 


Total,  capital  and  intereil:,        11,721,564 

Domefl:ic  debt  liquidated,  ca- 
pital and  ir^rereil:,  to  the 
3ifl:  of  D^r.  1790         -         4o,4r4,o85 

Not  liquidated,  eftlmated  at        2,000,000 


Total,  foreign  and  domeflic,     54,124,464  doll. 

In  the  profecution  of  the  war  each  indivi- 
dual State  had  occafion  to  contrail  a  debt  of  its 
own,  which,  for  a  variety  of  reafons,  it  was 
thought  beft  that  the  Congrefs  fliould  affumc 
and  add  to  the  general  mafs  of  the  debt  of  the 
United  States. 

The  fums  thus  affumed,  which  are  fuppofed 

lie  ?  And  he  himfelf,  has  he  nothing  to  anfwer  for  the  choice 
he  made  of  cornipted,  weak,  and  wicked  agents,  and  the  faci- 
lity with  which  he  ratified  their  accounts  ? 

Mr.  Morris  and  Dr.  Franklin  have  been  cenfured  in  the 
American  papers  on  account  of  thefe  robberies.  I  am  far 
from  joining  in  the  accufitions  againfl:  the  latter  ;  but  I  could 
wilh  he  had  given  pofitive  anfwers  to  the  v,'riter  under  the  fio-- 
nature  of  Cent'inel. 

to 
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to  abforb  nearly  the  whole  of  all  the  State  debts, 
amount  in  the  whole  to  25,000,000  doll. 


So  that  the  total  amount  of 
the  prefent  debt  of  the 
United  States  is  -  79,1  24,464  doll. 


Annual  intereft  of  this  fum,  as 

flipulated         -  -  4,587,444 

To  complete  the  lift  of  what  is  annually  to 
be  paid,  we  mufl  add  the  annual  expences  of 
the  federal  government.     The  foUowine  is  the 


amount  of  the  year  1790  : 

Civil  lift 

Department  of  war 
Military  penfions 

254,892 

'55^537 
96,979 

507,408 

You  fee,  my  friend,  from  thefe  details,  that 
the  expences  of  government  among  a  free  peo- 
ple, are  far  from  that  extravagance  and  pomp 
which  are  pretended  to  be  neceflary  in  other  go- 
ments  to  delude  the  people,  and  which  tend  but 
to  render  them  vicious  and  miferable. 

You   fee,  that  with   one   hundred  and   ten 

thoufand  fterling,  a  government  is  well  admi- 

y  nifted 
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niftered  for  four  millions  of  people,  inhabiting 
an  extent  of  country  greater  than  Germany, 
Flanders,  Holland,  and  Switzerland  united  *. 
And  finally,  you  fee  that  the  Americans  pay 
lefs  than  a  million  fterling  a  year  for  having 
maintained  their  liberty ;  while  the  Englifh  pay 
more  than  four  millions  fterling  additional  annual 
expence  for  having  attempted  to  rob  them  of  it. 
By  the  meafures  taken  by  the  new  govern- 
ment, the  Americans  are  in  a  fair  way  not  only 
to  pay  their  intereft,  but  to  fink  the  principal  of 
their  debt  ;  and  that  without  dired  taxation. 


LETTER    XLL 

IMPORTATIONS  INTO  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

IF  you  doubt,  my  friend,  of  the  abilities  of 
the  United  States  to  pay  their  debt,  and  the 
expences  of  their  government,  your  doubts  will 
be  diffipated  on  casing  your  eye  over  the  tables 
of  their  annual  exportations. 

Many  publications   give,  as  an   inconteftible 
tnaxim,  *'  ^  nation  nmji  import  as  little  as  pojji- 

•  I  (peak  only  of  the  fettled  parts  of  the  United  States. 
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hle^  a?td  export  as  much  as  pojjibk''  If  they  mean 
by  this  that  (he  ought  to  produce  as  much  as 
poffible  at  home,  it  is  true  ;  but  if  they  luider- 
fl:and  that  a  nation  is  neceliaiily  poor  when  (he 
imports  much,  it  is  falfe.  For  if  fhe  imports, 
fhe  either  confumes,  and  of  conlequence  has 
wherewith  to  pay,  or  (he  re-exports,  and  con- 
fequently  makes  a  profit.  This  maxim,  like 
moft  of  the  dosfmas  of  commerce,  fo  confident- 
ly  preached  by  the  ignorant,  is  either  trivial  or 
falfe.  The  importations  into  the  United  States 
have  much  increafed  fince  the  peace,  as  you  will 
fee  by  the  following  account  of  them,  compared 
with  the  tables  of  Lord  Sheffield,  which  repre- 
fent  periods  antecedent  to  the  war. 

The  following  is  the  (latement  of  the  princi- 
pal articles  : 

Rum,  brandy,  and  other  fpirits  —  4>ooo>000  galL 

Wine             —             —  1,000,000 

Hyfon  tea           —              —  —  125,000  lb. 

Sugar             —             —  —  20,oco,coo 

CofFee,  cocoa,  and  chocolate  —  i,)0o,coo 

Molaffes                 —  —  3,000,000  gall. 

Salt             —                —  —  1,000,000  barrl. 

Befides  the  above  articles,  the  importations 
of  dry  goods  amount  to  more  than  twenty  mil- 
lions of  dollars  annually. 

This  general  edimate  is  calculated  from  the 

cuflom- 
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cuflom-houfe  books  at  New  York  for  three 
years.  Taking  for  bafis  that  New  York  makes 
one-fifth  of  the  general  importations  of  the 
United  States,  it  is  beheved  that  moft  of  thefe 
articles  are  eftimated  much  too  low  ;  and  this 
idea  is  fupported  by  the  amount  of  duties  col- 
lected fince  the  new  federal  fyflem  has  begun 
its  operations. 

A  great  proportion  of  thefe  articles,  you  will 
be  convinced,  might  be  better  imported  from 
■  France  than  from  any  other  country  ;  and  they 
will  be,  whenever  we  fiiall  underfland  our  inte- 
reft.  Mr.  Swan  fays,  that  a  million  and  a  half 
of  gallons  of  brandy  might  be  brought  annual- 
ly from  France  ;  that  it  is  cheaper  than  the  rum 
of  Jamaica,  and  altogether  preferred  by  the 
Americans  to  the  rum  of  our  iflands.  He  is  like- 
wife  of  opinion,  that  French  wines  might  be 
introduced  in  abundance ;  but  he  recommends 
to  our  merchants,  to  obferve  good  faith  in  this 
particular,  as  they  have  inundated  the  United 
States  with  bad  Bourdeaux  wine,  which  has 
refleded  general  difcredit  on  all  the  wines  of 
France.  He  gives  the  preference  to  the  white 
wines  oi  Grave,  Pontac,  St.  Brife :  and  then  to 
the  Sautenie,  Prignac,  Barfac :  among  the  red 
wines,  he  prefers  the  Chateau  Malgol,  the  Se- 
gur,  the  Hatii  Heifs,  the  La  Fite,  &c.  I  drank 
excellent  Champagne  at  Bofton  and  New  York  ; 

and 
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and  Burgundy  at  Philadelphia  ;  which  is  a  proof 
that  thefe  wines  will  bear  the  lea.  The  quan- 
tity of  twenty  millions  of  imported  fugar  is 
thought  to  be  five  millions  below  the  reality : 
we  may  add  to  this  five  millions  of  maple  fu- 
gar made  in  the  United  States.  What  a  dif- 
ference  between  this  confumption  and  ours  I 
According  to  a  calculation  on  the  comparative 
number  of  inhabitants,  France  ought  to  con- 
fume  two  hundred  millions  ;  whereas  our  con-- 
fumption  is  but  eighty  millions.  By  this  fa£t 
you  may  judge  of  the  difference  between  the  in- 
habitants of  the  two  continents.  In  America, 
even  fervants  ufe  lugar  in  abundance.  In  Fji'ance, 
the  artifans  and  peafants  cannot  enjoy  this  ne- 
ceflary  article  ;  which  is  confequently  regarded 
as  a  fuperfluity.  This  circumflance  will  lead 
you  to  another  obfervation,  very  important  : 
this  twenty  millions  of  fugar  is  brought  from 
our  iflands  -,  from  whence  the  exportation  is 
rigidly  prohibited.  For  what  purp6fe  then 
thefe  prohibitions  for  two  neighbouring  people, 
who  have  reciprocal  wants  ?  Is  not  this  an  iii- 
invitation  to  governments  to  remove  barriers^ 
which  are  fo  eaUlv  broken  down. 


LETTER 
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LETTER     XLII. 

EXPORTATIONS  AND  MANUFACTURES* 

IF  any  thing  can  give  an  idea  of  the  high  de-* 
gree  of  prolperity   to  which  thefe  confede- 
rated repubUcs  are  making  rapid  ftrides,  it  is  the 
contemplation  of  thefe  two  fubje6ts.     It  is  im- 
poffible  to  enumerate  all  the  articles  to  which 
they  have  turned  their  attention  ;  almofh    one 
half  of  which  were    unknown   before  the  war* 
Among  the  principal  ones  are  fhip-building,  flour, 
rice,  tobacco,   manufactures  in  woollen,  linen, 
hemp,  and   cotton ;  the  fifheries,  oils,    forges, 
and  the  different  articles  in  iron  and  fteel ;  in- 
ftruments  of  agriculture,  nails,  leather,  and  the 
numerous  objeds  in  which  they  are  employed  ; 
paper,  pafteboard,  parchment,  printing,  pot-afh, 
pearl-a(h,  hats  of  all  qualities,  fhip-timber,  and 
other    wood  of    conflru£lion  ;    cabinet    work, 
cordage,  cables,  carriages  ;   works  in  brafs,  cop- 
per,  and  lead  ;  glafs  of  different  kinds ;  gun- 
powder, cheefe,  butter,  callicoes,  printed  linen, 
indigo,  furs,  &c.     Ship- building  is  one  of  the 

moft 
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mofl  profitable  branches  of  bufinefs  in  America* 
They  built  fliips  here  before  the  war  ;  but  they 
were  not  permitted  to  manufa6lure  the  articles 
neceflary  to  equip  them  ;  every  article  is  now 
made  in  the  country.  A  fine  fhip,  called  the 
Majfachtifetts,  of  eight  hundred  tons,  belonging 
to  Mr.  Shaw,  had  its  fails  and  cordage  wholly 
from  the  manufacture  of  Bofton  ;  this  fingle  ef- 
tablifliment  gives  already  two  thoufand  yards  of 
laii- cloth  a  week. 

Breweries  augment  every  where,  and  take 
place  of  the  fatal  diftilleries.  There  are  no  lefs 
than,  fourteen  good  breweries  in  Philadelphia. 
The  infant  woollen  manufactory  at  Hartford, 
from  September  1788  to  September  1789,  gave 
about  five  thoufand  yards  of  cloth,  fome  of 
which  fells  at  five  dollars  a  yard ;  another  at 
Watertown,  in  MalTachufetts,  promifes  equal 
fuccefs,  and  engages  the  farmers  to  multiply 
their  flieep. 

Cotton  fucceeds  equally  well.  The  fpinning 
machines  of  Arkwright  are  well  known  here, 
and  are  made  in  the  country. 

We  have  juftly  remarked  in  our  work  on  the 
United  States,  that  nature  invites  the  Ameri- 
cans to  the  labours  of  the  forge,  by  the  profufe 
manner  in  which  fhe  has  covered  their  foil  with 
wood,  and  interfperfed  it  with  metal  and  coals. 

Vol.  I.  D  d  Pennfylvania, 
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Pennfylvanla,  New  Jerfey,  and  Delaware,  make* 
annually  three  hundred  and  fifty  tons  of  fteel, 
and  fix  hundred  tons  of  nails  and  nail  rods. 
Thefe  articles  are  already  exported  from  Ame- 
rica ;  as  are  machines  for  carding  wool  and  cot- 
ton, particularly  common  cards,  which  are 
cheaper  than  the  Englifh,  and  of  a  fuperior  qua- 
lity. In  thefe  three  States  are  iixty-three  pa- 
per-mills, which  manufadure  annually  to  the 
amount  of  250,000  dollars.  The  State  of  Con- 
nedicut  laft  year  made  five  thoufand  reamSj 
which  micfht  be  worth  nine  thoufand  dollars. 

The  prodigious  confamption  of  all  kinds  of 
glafs  multiplies  theeftablifhment  of  glafs  works. 
The  one  on  the  Potowmack  employs  five  hun* 
dred  perfons.  They  have  begun  with  fuccefs, 
at  Philadelphia,  the  printing  of  callicoes,  cotton, 
and  linen.  Sugar  refiners  are  increafing  every 
where.  In  Pennfylvanla  are  twenty -one  pow- 
der-mills, which  are  fuppofed  to  produce  annu- 
ally 625  tons  of  gunpowder. 

Among  the  principal  articles  of  exportation 
are  wheat  and  flour.  To  form  an  idea  of  ths 
augmentation  of  exports  in  the  article  of  flour, 
take  the  following  fa£l:s  :  Philadelphia  exported 

in  the  year  1786  -  150,000  barrels. 

1787  -  202,000 

1788  -  220,000 

1789  -  360,000 

Many 
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Many  well-informed  men  in  America  have 
Written  different  pamphlets  on  the  augmentation 
of  the  commerce  and  manufadures  in  the  Unit- 
ed States,  which  deferve  attention  ;  fuch  as, 
"  Enquiries  into  the  Principles  of  a  Commercial 
Syjiem,  By  Tench  Coxe,""^  *'  Letter  on  the  Work 
"0/ Lord  Sheffield.  By  Mr,  Bingham^'  ^'Nation- 
nl  Arithmetic.  By  Mr.  Swan^^  author  of  the 
work  cited  in  my  lafl  letter; 


LETTER     XLIII. 

AMERICAN    TRADE  TO  THE  EAST-INDIES* 

IN  this  coinmei-ce,  my  friend,  you  may  fee 
difplayed  the  enterprifihg  fpirit  of  the 
Americans  ;  the  firft  motive  to  it,  was  the  hope 
of  economizing  in  the  price  of  Eaft-India  goods, 
which  they  formerly  imported  from  England, 
and  this  economy  muft  be  immenfe,  if  wejudo-e 
of  it  by  the  great  confumption  of  tea  in  Ame- 
rica, and  the  high  price  it  bears  in  England.  In 
the  year  1761,  the  Englifn  American  colonies 
fent  to  England  85,000!.  fterling  in  Spanifh  dol- 
lars for  this  fingle  article,  and  fince  that  time 
the  confumption  of  it  has  at  leafl  tripled. 

D  d  2  Another 
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Another  motive  which  encouraged  thent  tO- 
pufh  this  con^merce,  was  the  hope  of  being 
able  to  lupply  South- America,  the  Spanifh  and 
other  iflands,  and  even  the  markets  of  Europe, 
with  the  goods  of  the  EafI: ;  and  to  obtain  every 
where  the  preference,  by  the  low  price  at  which 
they  might  be  afforded.  And  this  project  is  not 
without  foundation.  The  nature  of  things  in- 
vites the  Americans  to  become  the  firft  carriers 
in  the  world.  They  build  fhips  at  two-thirds 
of  the  expence  that  they  are  built  at  in  Europe  : 
they  navigate  with  lefs  feamen,  and  at  lefs  ex- 
pence,  althomgh  they  nourifh  their  feamen  bet- 
ter: they  navigate  with  more  fafety,  with  more 
cleanlinefs,  and  with  more  intelligence,  bccaufe 
the  fpirit  of  equality,  which  reigns  at  home,  at- 
tends them  likewife  at  fea.  Nothing  Simulates 
men  to  be  good  failors  like  the  hope  of  becoming 
captains. 

The  produ6lians  of  their  cauntry  are  more 
favourable  to  this  commerce  than  thofe  of  Eu- 
rope. They  carry  ginfeng  to  China ;  plank, 
ihip-timber,  flour,  and  falted  providons  to  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  to  the  ifles  of  France 
and  Bourbon.  They  are  not,  therefore,  obliged 
to  export  fo  great  a  proportion  of  fpecie  as  the 
Europeans,  who  have  eftabliflimcnts  in  the  Eaft. 
They  are  not  obliged,   like  them,  to  maintain, 

at 
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at  an  enormous  expence,  troops,  forts,  fliips  of 
v/ar,  governors,  intendants,  fecretaries,  clerks, 
and  all  the  tools  of  deipotifm,  as  ufelefs  as  they 
sre  expenfive ;  of  which  the  price  muft  be 
added  to  that  of  the  articles  of  this  commerce. 

No  lea  is  impenetrable  to  the  navigating  ge- 
nius of  the  Americans.  You  fee  their  flag  every- 
where dilplajed  ;  you  fee  them  exploring  all 
iflands,  fluJying  their  wants,  and  returning  to 
fuppiy  them. 

Our  iiuiguifliing  colony  of  Cayenne  would 
feave  peri(hed  ten  times  with  famine,  if  it  de- 
pended on  the  regular  promifed  fupplies  of  the 
mother  country  I  But  it  is  provifioned  by  the 
Americans  ;  who  remedy  thus  the  murderous 
calculations  of  European  mafters. 

A  (loop  from  Albany,  of  iixty  tons  and  ele- 
ven men,  had  the  courage  to  go  to  China.  The 
Chinefe,  on  ieeing  her  arrive,  took  her  for  the 
cutter  of  fome  large  veffel,  and  alked  where 
was  the  great  fhip  ?  We  are  the  great  (hip,  an- 
fwered  they  to  the  Chinefe,  Aupified  at  their 
hardinefs. 

Our  public  papers  vaunt  the  magnificence  of 
the  European  nations,  who  make  diicoveries 
and  voyages  round  the  world  :  the  Americans 
do  the  fame  thing  ;  but  they  boaft  not  of  their 
exploits  with  fo  much  emphafis.  In  September 
D  d  3  1,7903 
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I'/po,  the  fl-jip  Columbia,  Captain  Gray,  failed 
to  difcover  the  north-weft  of  this  continent; 
this  is  his  fecond  voyage  round  the  world  :  the 
brig  Hope  has  failed  for  the  fame  object.  Our 
papers  have  refounded  with  the  quarrels  of 
the  Engiifli  and  Spaniards  of  Nootka  Sound. 
The  Americans  make  no  quarrels ;  but  they 
have  already  made  a  confiderable  commerce  on 
the  fame  coaft  in  furrs  and  peltry.  They  were 
there  trading  in  the  year  1789,  In  good  intelli- 
gence with  both  parties.  In  the  fame  year,  no 
lefs  than  forty-four  veflels-were  fcnt  from  the 
iingle  town  of  Bofton  to  the  north-weft  of 
America,  to  India,  and  to  China.  They  bound 
not  their  hopes  here  :  they  exped,  one  day,  to 
open  a  communication  more  dire6t  to  Nootka 
Sound.  It  is  probable  that  this  place  is  not  far 
from  the  head  waters  of  the  Miffiliippi ;  which 
the  Americans  will  foon  navigate  to  its  fource, 
when  they  fhall  begin  to  people  Louifiana  and 
the  interior  of  New  Mexico. 

This  will  be  a  fortunate  epoch  to  the  human 
race,  when  there  (liall  be  a  third  great  change 
in  the  routes  of  maritime  commerce.  The  Cape 
of  Good  Hope  will  then  lofe  its  reputation,  and 
its  afflux  of  commerce,  as  the  Mediterranean 
bad  loft  it  before.  The  paffage  which  the  free 
Americans  are  called  upon  to  open,  which  is 

ftill 
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filU  unknown,  which,  however,  is  eafy  to  efta- 
blifh,  and  which  will  place  the  two  oceans,  the 
Atlantic  and  the  Pacific,  in  communication,  is 
by  the  paffiigc  by  the  lake  of  Nicaragua '"^^  Na-^ 
ture  fo  much  favours  this  communication, 
which  is  deftined  to  fhorten  the  route  to  the 
Eaft-Indies,  that  the  obftinacy  of  the  nation 
which  now  poflefles  the  country  cannot  long 
withfland  its  being  opened.  The  Spaniards 
wiHi  to  monopolize  every  thing.  The  free 
Americans,  on  the  contrary,  feek  the  advan- 
tages of  the  great  family  of  the  human  race. 


LETTER    XLIV. 

THE    WESTERN    TERRITORY. 

HAVE  not  the  time,  my  friend,  to  defcribc 
to  you  the  new  country  of  the  weft ;  which, 
though  at  prefent  unknown  to  the  Europeans, 
muft,  from  the  nature  of  things,  very  foon  me- 
rit the  attention  of  every  commercial  and  manu- 
faduring  nation,    I  fhall  lay  before  you  at  pre-^ 

*  This  projeft  exifts  ;  its   length  prevents    my  giving  it 
here.     The  Americans  expe£l  one  day  to  open  this  pafTagc. 

D  d  4  feiit 


4o8  NEW    TRAVELS    IN    THE 

fent  only  a  general  view  of  thefc  aftonifhing 
fettlements,  and  refer  to  another  time  the  de- 
tails which  a  fpeculative  philofopher  may  be  able 
to  draw  from  them.  At  the  foot  of  the  Alle- 
ganies,  whofe  fummits,  however,  do  not  threat- 
en the  heavens,  like  thofe  of  the  Andes  and  the 
Alps,  begins  an  immenfe  plain,  interfe£led  with 
hills  of  a  gentle  afcent,  and  watered  every  where 
with  rtreams  of  all  fizes;  the  foil  is  from  three 
to  feven  feet  deep,  and  of  an  aftoniihing  ferti- 
lity :  it  is  proper  for  every  kind  of  culture,  and 
it  multiplies  cattle  almofl  without  the  care  of 
man. 

It  is  there  that  thofe  eflablifhments  are  form- 
ed whole  profperity  attracts  fo  many  emigrants; 
fuch  as  Kentucky,  Frankland,  Cumberland, 
Holfton,  Mulkingum,  and  Scioto. 

The  oldeft  and  moft  flourifliing  of  thefe  is 
Kentucky,  which  began  in  1775,  had  eight 
thoufand  inhabitants  in  1782,  fifty  t  hoy  fan  d  in 
1787,  and  feventy  thoufand  in  179Q*.  It  will 
foon  be  a  jftate. 

Cumberland,  fituated  in  the  neighbourhood 

*  By  a  letter  from  Colonel  Fowler,  a  reprefcntative  in  the 
legiflature  of  Virginia  from  Kentucky,  of  the  16th  of  Decem- 
ber, 1790,  which  the  tranflator  has  fecn,  it  appears  that  the 
inhabitants  of  Kentucky  at  that  time  amounted  to  one  hun- 
dred and  feventy-three  thoufand. 

Qf 
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of  Kentucky,  contains  8000  inhabitants,  Hol- 
ilon  5000,  and  Frankland  25,000. 

On  beholding  the  multiplication  ?nd  happi- 
nefs  of  the  human  fpecies  in  thefe  rapid  and 
profperous  fettlements,  and  comparing  them 
with  the  languor  and  debility  of  colonies  formed 
by  defpots,  how  augufl  and  venerable  does  the 
afped  of  liberty  appear  !  Her  power  is  equal 
to  her  will  :  fhe  commands,  and  forefts  are 
overturned,  mountains  fink  to  cultivated  plains, 
and  nature  prepares  an  afylum  for  numerous  ge- 
nerations ;  while  the  proud  city  of  Palmyra  pe- 
rifhes  with  its  haughty  founder,  and  its  ruins 
atteft  to  the  Ayorld  that  nothing  is  durable  but 
what  is  founded  and  foflered  by  freedom.  It 
appears  that  Kentucky  will  preferve  its  advan- 
tage over  the  other  fettlements  on  the  fouth ; 
its  territory  is  more  extenfive,  its  foil  more  fer- 
tile, and  its  inhabitants  more  numerous ;  it  is 
iituattd  on  the  Ohio,  navigable  at  almofl:  all  fea- 
fons  :  this  laft  advantage  is  equally  enjoyed  by 
the  two  fettlements  of  which  I  am  croinf>'  to 
fpeak.  The  ellablifhment  at  Muikingum  was 
formed  in  1788,  by  a  number  of  emigrants  from 
New-England,  belonging  to  the  Ohio  company. 
The  Muikingum  is  a  river  which  falls  into  the 
Ohio  from  the  Well.  Thefe  people  have  an 
<;xcellent  foil,  and  every  profpe(fl  of  fuccefs. 

From 
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From  thefe  proprietors  is  formed  another  af- 

fociation,  whofe  name  is  more  known  in  France; 

it  is  that  of  the  Scioto  Company^,  a  name  taken 

from  a  river   which,  after  having  traverfed  the 

two  millions  of  acres  which  they  pofiefs,  falls 

into  the  Ohio, 

This 

*  This  company  has  been  much  calumniated.  It  has  been 
accufed  of  felling  lands  which  it  does  not  poffefs,  of  giving  ex- 
aggerated accounts  of  its  fertility,  of  deceiving  the  emigrants, 
of  robbing  France  of  her  inhabitants,  and  of  fending  them  to 
be  butchered  by  the  favages.  But  the  title  of  this  aflbciation 
is  incontsflable  5  the  proprietors  are  reputable  men  ;  the  de- 
fcription  which  they  have  given  of  the  lands  is  taken  from  the 
public  and  authentic  reports  of  Mr.  Hutchins,  geographer  of 
Congrefs.     No  peribn  can  difpute  their  prodigious  fertility. 

Certainly  the  ariflocrats  of  France,  who  may  emigrate  thi- 
ther under  the  fooliili  idea  of  forining*  a  monarchy,  would  be 
fatally  deceived  in  their  expedlations.  They  would  fly  from 
the  French  government,  becanfe  it  eftablifhts  the  equality  of 
rigbtSj  and  tliey  would  fall  into  a  fociety  where  this  equality  is 
confecrated  even  to  the  nature  of  things ;  where  every  man 
is  fclicited  to  independence  by  every  circumftance  that  fur- 
rounds  him,  and  efpecially  by  the  facility  of  fupplying  his 
vantsj  they  would  fly  to  preferve  their  titles,  their  honours, 
their  privileges  ;  and  they  would  fall  into  a  new  fociety,  where 
the  titles  of  pride  and  chance  are  defpifed,  and  even  unknown. 

This  enterprife  is  fuitable  to  the^^oor  of  Europe,  who  have 
neither  property  nor  employment,  and  who  have  ftrength  to 
labour.  They  would  find  at  Scioto  the  means  of  fupplying 
their  wants;  the  foil  would  give  them  its  treafures,  at  the  ex- 
pencc  of  a  flight  cultivation  j  the  beafts  of  the  forefts  would 

pover 
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This  fettlement  would  foon  rife  to  a  high  de- 
gree of  profperlty  if  the  proper  cautions  were 
taken  in  the  embarkation  and  the  necefTary 
means  employed  to  folace  them,  and  to  prepare 
them  for  a  kind  of  life  fo  different  from  that  tq 
w  ich  they  are  accuftomed. 
The  revolution  in  the  American  goverment 
will,  doubtlefs,  be  beneficial  to  the  favages,  for 
the  government  tends  efientially  to  peace.  But 
as  a  rapid  increafe  of  population  muft  neceffarily 
be  the  confequence  of  its  operations,  the  favages 
muft  either  blend  with   the  Americans,   or  a 

cover  their  tables,  until  they  could  rear  cattle  on  their  farms. 
It  would  be  then  rendering  afervice  to  the  unfortunate  people, 
who  are  deprived  of  the  means  cf  fubfiftence  by  the  Revolu- 
tion, to  open  to  then^  this  afylum,  where  they  could  obtain  a 
property. 

But,  fay  the  oppof^rs,  the  poor  may  find  thefe  advantages  in 
J' ranee.  We  have  great  quantities  of  uncultivated  land  :  yes ; 
but  will  the  proprietors  fell  it  for  almoft  noirhing  ?  will  it  pro- 
duce equally  with  that  of  Scioto  ?  are  provifions  as  cheap  here 
as  there  ?  No  ;  yi'hy  then  declaim  fo  much  againft  an  emigra- 
tion, ufeful  at  the  fame  time  to  France,  to  the  individuals,  and 
to  the  United  States  ?  The  man  who  without  much  expence, 
and  in  a  manner  that  ihould  make  it  voluntary,  could  find  the 
means  of  tranfporting  to  the  forefts  of  America  the  thirty  thou- 
fand  mendicants  whom  fear,  as  well  as  humanity,  obliges  us 
to  fupport  in  idlenefs  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Pari'=,  that  man 
would  merit  a  ftatue.  For  he  would  at  once  cure  the  capital 
of  a  leprofy,  and  render  thirty  thoufand  people  to  happinefs 
^nd  good  morals. 

thoufand 
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thoufand  caufes  will  fpeedily  annihilate  that  rac^ 
of  men. 

There  is  nothing  to  fear,  that  the  danger 
from  the  favages  will  ever  arreil:  the  ardour  of 
the  Americans  for  extending  their  fettlements. 
They  all  expc6l  that  the  navigation  of  the  Mif- 
iiffippi  becoming  free,  will  foon  open  to  them  the 
markets  of  the  iflands,  and  the  Spani/h  colonies 
for  the  produ(Slions  with  which  their  country 
overflows.  But  the  queftion  to  be  folved  is, 
whether  the  Spaniards  will  open  this  navigation 
willinp-]y,  or  whether  the  Americans  will  force 
it.  A  kind  of  negociation  has  been  carried  on, 
without  etfeO,  for  four  years ;  and  it  is  fuppofed 
that  certain  States,  fearing  to  lofe  their  inhabi- 
tants by  emigration  to  the  weft,  have,  in  con- 
cert with  the  Spanifh  minifter,  oppofed  it  ;  and 
that  this  concert  gave  rife  to  a  propofition,  that 
Spain  fliould  (hut  up  the  navigation  for  twenty- 
five  years,  on  qondition  that  the  Americans 
fliould  have  a  free  commerce  with  Spain.  Vir- 
ginia and  Maryland,  though  they  had  more  to 
fear  from  this  emigration  than  the  other  States, 
were  oppofed  to  this  propofition,  as  derogatory 
to  the  honour  of  the  United  States  ;  and  a  ma- 
jority of  Congrefs  adopted  the  fentiment. 

A  degree  of  diffidence,  which  the  inhabitants 
of  the  wefi:  have  fhewn  relative  to  the  fecret 

defigns 
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defigns  of  Congrefs,  has  induced  many  people 
to  believe  that  the  union  would  not  exift  a  Ions: 
time  between  the  old  and  new  States  ;  and  this 
probabihty  of  a  rupture,  they  fay,  is  ftrengthen- 
ed  by  fome  endeavours  of  the  Englifh  in  Canada 
to  attach  the  weftern  fettlers  to  the  Englifh 
government. 

But  a  number  of  reafons  determine  me  to  be- 
lieve that  the  prefent  union  will  for  ever  fub- 
fift.  A  great  part  of  the  property  of  the  weft- 
ern land  belongs  to  people  of  the  eaft  ;  the  un- 
ceafmg  emigrations  ferve  perpetually  to  flrength- 
en  their  connexions  ;  and  as  it  is  for  the  interefl 
both  of  the  eaft  and  weft  to  open  an  extenfive 
commerce  with  South-America,  and  to  overleap 
the  Mifliffippi,  they  muft,  and  will,  remain 
united  for  the  accomphfhment  of  this  objedl:. 

The  weftern  inhabitants  are  convinced  that 
this  navigation  cannot  remain  a  long  time  clofed. 
They  are  determined  to  open  it  by  good  will  or 
by  force  ;  and  it  would  not  be  in  the  power  of 
Congrefs  to  moderate  their  ardour.  Men  who 
have  fliook  off  the  yoke  of  Great- Britain,  and 
who  are  mafters  of  the  Ohio  and  the  Mifliffippi, 
cannot  conceive  that  the  infolence  of  a  handful 
of  Spaniards  can  think  of  ftiutting  rivers  and  feas 
againft  a  hundred  thoufand  free  Americans.  The 
{lighteft  quarrel  will  be  fufficient  to  throw  them 

into 
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into  a  flame ;  and  if  ever  the  Americans  fKall 
march  towards  Nev/  Orleans,  it  will  infallibly 
fall  into  their  hands.  The  Spaniards  fear  this 
moment  ;  and  it  cannot  be  far  off.  If  they  had 
the  policy  to  open  the  Miffiffippi,  the  port  of 
New  Orleans  would  become  the  centre  of  a  lu- 
crative commerce.  But  her  narrow  and  fuperfti- 
tious  policy  will  oppofe  it ;  for  fhe  fears,  above 
all  things,  the  communication  of  thofe  princi- 
ples of  independence  which  the  Americans 
preach  wherever  they  go ;  and  to  which  their 
own  fuccefs  gives  an  additional  weight. 

In  order  to  avert  the  effects  of  this  enterprif-^ 
ing  character  of  the  free  Americans,  the  Spa- 
nifh  government  has  adopted  the  pitiful  proje«£i ' 
of  attra6ling  them  to  a  fettlement  on  the  weft 
of  the  Miffiffippi  *,  and  by  granting  to  thofe 
who  fhall  eftablifli  themfelves  there  the  exclu- 
live  right  of  trading  to  New  Orleans.  This 
colony  is  the  firft  foundation  of  the  conqueft  of 
Louifiana,  and  of  the  civilization  of  Mexico  and 
Peru, 

How  defirable  it  is,  for  the  happinefs  of  the 
human  race,  that  this  communication  (hould 
extend  !  for  cultivation  and  population  here 
will  augment  the  profperity  of  the  manufadur- 


*  Colonel  Morgan  is  at  the  head  of  this  fettlement. 
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ing  nations  of  Europe.  The  French  and  Spa- 
niards, fettled  at  the  Natches,  on  the  moft  fer- 
tile foil,  have  not,  for  a  century,  cultivated  a 
fmgle  acre  ;  while  the  Americans,  who  have 
lately  made  a  fettlement  there,  have  at  prefent 
three  thoufand  farms  of  four  hundred'  acres 
each  ;  which  furnifh  the  greater  part  of  the 
provifions  for  New  Orleans.  O  Liberty  !  how 
great  is  thy  empire  ;  thou  createfl  induftry, 
which  vivifies  the  dead. 

I  tranfport  myfelf  fometimes  in  Imagination 
to  the  fucceeding  century.     I  fee  this  whole 
extent  of  continent,  from  Canada  to  Quito,  co- 
vered vi'ith  cultivated  fields,  little  villages,  and 
.country  houfes*.     I  fee  Happinefs  and  Induf- 
try  fmiling   fide  by  fide.  Beauty  adorning  the 
daucrhter  of  Nature,  Liberty  and  Morals  render- 
ino-  almoft  ufelefs  the  coercion  of  Government 
and  Lawsj   and   gentle  Tolerance  taking  place 
of  the  ferocious  Inquifition.     I   fee  Mexicans, 
Peruvians,  men  of  the  United  States,  French- 
men,   and    Canadians,    embracing   each  other, 
curfing  tyrants,  and  blefiing  the  reign  of  Liber- 

*  America  will  never  have  enormous  cities  like  London  and 
Paris  ;  which  would  abforb  the  means  of  induftry,  and  vitiate 
morals.  Hence  it  will  refult,  that  property  will  be  more  equal- 
ly divided,  population  greater,  manners  lefs  corrupted,  and  in- 
duftry  and  happinefs  more  univerfal. 
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ty,  which  leads  to  univerfal  harmony.  But  the 
inines,  the  flaves,  what  Is  to  become  of  them  ? 
The  mines  will  be  clofed,  and  the  flaves  will 
become  the  brothers  of  their  m.afters.  As  to 
gold,  it  is  degrading  to  a  free  country  to  dig  for 
it,  unlefs  it  can  be  done  without  flaves ;  and  a 
free  people  cannot  want  for  figns  to  ferve  as  a 
medium  in  exchanging  their  commodities.  Gold 
has  always  ferved  more  the  caufe  of  defpotifni 
than  that  of  liberty;  and  liberty  will  always 
find  lefs  dangerous  agents  to  ferve  in  its  place. 

Our  fpeculators  in  Europe  are  far  from  ima- 
o-inino*  that  two  revolutions  are  preparing  on 
this  continent,  which  will  totally  overturn  the 
ideas  and  the  commerce  of  the  old  :  the  open- 
ino-  a  canal  of  communication  between  the  two 
oceans,  and  abandoning  the  mines  of  Peru.  Let 
the  imagination  of  the  philofopher  contemplate 
the  confequences.  They  cannot  but  be  happy 
for  tlie  human  race. 
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